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Marlene Dietrich , an actress frequently called upon to play a femme fatale The aesthetics of film noir are
influenced by German Expressionism , an artistic movement of the s and s that involved theater, photography,
painting, sculpture and architecture, as well as cinema. The opportunities offered by the booming Hollywood
film industry and then the threat of Nazism , led to the emigration of many film artists working in Germany
who had been involved in the Expressionist movement or studied with its practitioners. Movies of his such as
20, Years in Sing Sing and Private Detective 62 are among the early Hollywood sound films arguably
classifiable as noirâ€”scholar Marc Vernet offers the latter as evidence that dating the initiation of film noir to
or any other year is "arbitrary". Edeson later photographed The Maltese Falcon , widely regarded as the first
major film noir of the classic era. Films of his such as Shanghai Express and The Devil Is a Woman , with
their hothouse eroticism and baroque visual style, anticipated central elements of classic noir. Its visual
intricacy and complex, voiceover narrative structure are echoed in dozens of classic film noirs. The Lost
Weekend , directed by Billy Wilder , another Vienna-born, Berlin-trained American auteur , tells the story of
an alcoholic in a manner evocative of neorealism. This semidocumentary approach characterized a substantial
number of noirs in the late s and early s. A decade before the classic era, a story by Hammett was the source
for the gangster melodrama City Streets , directed by Rouben Mamoulian and photographed by Lee Garmes ,
who worked regularly with Sternberg. Where Chandler, like Hammett, centered most of his novels and stories
on the character of the private eye, Cain featured less heroic protagonists and focused more on psychological
exposition than on crime solving; [36] the Cain approach has come to be identified with a subset of the
hardboiled genre dubbed " noir fiction ". For much of the s, one of the most prolific and successful authors of
this often downbeat brand of suspense tale was Cornell Woolrich sometimes under the pseudonym George
Hopley or William Irish. Burnett , whose first novel to be published was Little Caesar, in It was turned into a
hit for Warner Bros. At least one important reference work identifies the latter as a film noir despite its early
date. During the classic era, his work, either as author or screenwriter, was the basis for seven films now
widely regarded as film noirs, including three of the most famous: He later played secondary roles in several
other formative American noirs. From January through December deep shadows, clutching hands, exploding
revolvers, sadistic villains and heroines tormented with deeply rooted diseases of the mind flashed across the
screen in a panting display of psychoneurosis, unsublimated sex and murder most foul. Donald Marshman,
Life August 25, [44] Most film noirs of the classic period were similarly low- and modestly-budgeted features
without major starsâ€”B movies either literally or in spirit. In this production context, writers, directors,
cinematographers, and other craftsmen were relatively free from typical big-picture constraints. There was
more visual experimentation than in Hollywood filmmaking as a whole: Narrative structures sometimes
involved convoluted flashbacks uncommon in non-noir commercial productions. The film stars noir icons
Robert Mitchum and Jane Greer. Thematically, film noirs were most exceptional for the relative frequency
with which they centered on women of questionable virtueâ€”a focus that had become rare in Hollywood
films after the mids and the end of the pre-Code era. The prevalence of the private eye as a lead character
declined in film noir of the s, a period during which several critics describe the form as becoming more
focused on extreme psychologies and more exaggerated in general. They regard true film noir as belonging to
a temporally and geographically limited cycle or period, treating subsequent films that evoke the classics as
fundamentally different due to general shifts in filmmaking style and latter-day awareness of noir as a
historical source for allusion. While the inceptive noir, Stranger on the Third Floor, was a B picture directed
by a virtual unknown, many of the film noirs still remembered were A-list productions by well-known film
makers. Opinion is divided on the noir status of several Alfred Hitchcock thrillers from the era; at least four
qualify by consensus: Orson Welles had notorious problems with financing but his three film noirs were well
budgeted: The Lady from Shanghai received top-level, "prestige" backing, while The Stranger, his most
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conventional film and Touch of Evil, an unmistakably personal work, were funded at levels lower but still
commensurate with headlining releases. Most of the Hollywood films considered to be classic noirs fall into
the category of the " B movie ". Jacques Tourneur had made over thirty Hollywood Bs a few now highly
regarded, most forgotten before directing the A-level Out of the Past, described by scholar Robert Ottoson as
"the ne plus ultra of forties film noir". Monogram created Allied Artists in the late s to focus on this sort of
production. Robert Wise Born to Kill [], The Set-Up [] and Anthony Mann T-Men [] and Raw Deal [] each
made a series of impressive intermediates, many of them noirs, before graduating to steady work on
big-budget productions. Mann did some of his most celebrated work with cinematographer John Alton , a
specialist in what James Naremore called "hypnotic moments of light-in-darkness". It was released, like other
Mann-Alton noirs, by the small Eagle-Lion company; it was the inspiration for the Dragnet series, which
debuted on radio in and television in Produced at small PRC , however, the film was 30 percent over budget.
The formerâ€”whose screenplay was written by the blacklisted Dalton Trumbo , disguised by a
frontâ€”features a bank hold-up sequence shown in an unbroken take of over three minutes that was
influential. Ulmer spent most of his Hollywood career working at B studios and once in a while on projects
that achieved intermediate status; for the most part, on unmistakable Bs. In , while at PRC, he directed a noir
cult classic, Detour. A number of low- and modestly-budgeted noirs were made by independent, often
actor-owned, companies contracting with larger studios for distribution. Serving as producer, writer, director
and top-billed performer, Hugo Haas made films like Pickup and The Other Woman It was in this way that
accomplished noir actress Ida Lupino established herself as the sole female director in Hollywood during the
late s and much of the s. She does not appear in the best-known film she directed, The Hitch-Hiker , developed
by her company, The Filmakers, with support and distribution by RKO. Of the others, one was a small-studio
release: Four were independent productions distributed by United Artists , the "studio without a studio": One
was an independent distributed by MGM , the industry leader: Force of Evil , directed by Abraham Polonsky
and starring John Garfield , both of whom were blacklisted in the s. Working mostly on A features, he made
eight films now regarded as classic-era film noirs a figure matched only by Lang and Mann. Criss Cross , with
Lancaster again the lead, exemplifies how Siodmak brought the virtues of the B-movie to the A noir. In
addition to the relatively looser constraints on character and message at lower budgets, the nature of B
production lent itself to the noir style for economic reasons: In Criss Cross, Siodmak achieved these effects
with purpose, wrapping them around Yvonne De Carlo , playing the most understandable of femme fatales;
Dan Duryea , in one of his many charismatic villain roles; and Lancaster as an ordinary laborer turned armed
robber, doomed by a romantic obsession.
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Back when Black Lizard was really doing its thing, I worked for a remainder book distribution company in
Berkeley who had a connect with Barry Gifford. So we had almost the entire Black Lizard line in stock.
During that period and after, which was my college years, I read a lot of the Black Lizard line, which opened
my eyes to a very different world of the 50s than I had previously imagined. I have a funny anecdote about
Barry Gifford who was the owner of Black Lizard press. Everybody at the warehouse hated him because
supposedly he had come to drop-off a delivery of his books and somehow an altercation started, either with the
boss or possibly the guys unloading the trucks. Anyways, the dint of it was that he supposedly started
throwing boxes of his books at the workers who were unloading them into the warehouse. This was before my
time there, but it was confirmed by a couple of guys. What was believable was that the Black Lizard books
tended to be thin paperbacks and came in relatively small boxes roughly a cubic foot or so that you could
throw at somebody. So I had read The Black Mass of Brother Springer at least over 10, possibly 15 years ago
and remembered it fondly, but had very little memory of anything that actually happened. I was reminded how
pleasurable it is to read these thin, quick-moving and intelligent books. In this story, Sam Springer is an
accountant who has an itch to write. He succeeds in getting a book published, which allows him just enough
money to quit his job, move to Florida and start writing full time. Furthermore, his wife is not too happy in
Florida having left all her family and friends in Columbus. Quite early on in the book, he makes a series of
snap decisions that culminate in him being the new minister of a small black church in western Florida. More
interesting is the protagonist himself. He starts out as an accountant with an itch for more but his behaviour is
almost that of a seasoned con. He lies with ease, boldly manipulates complex social and political situations
either for his own ends or just to stir shit up, he steals, he gets effectively physical when necessary and
generally behaves like a mostly rational sociopath. Yet the dialogue in his head is almost as a passive observer
to his own behaviour and he explicitly talks about the power of his own voice and how it often seems to act of
its own accord. It also left me slightly removed from the narrative when I first read it. The protagonist is just
too cold-blooded, too unafraid of the consequences of his actions and they are serious. At the latter level, it
really is quite effective. What is funny is that the whole motivation for Springer to do everything he does is so
that he can continue to write. And the climax of the story is when his one published novel is basically revealed
to be empty of any substance by an oracle-type character. So though I still find a slight distance with the
protagonist that puts the book one step from true immersion for me, at my advanced age, I really appreciate it
much more. Definitely check this book out.
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Shades of Noir A collection of essays on film noir that reassess the genre in light of contemporary social and
political concerns, examining the role of the femme fatale and the reemergence of noir themes in new films by
black directors. Buy this book Taschen, What with all the whiskey fumes and cigarette smoke getting in their
eyes, sometimes movies can go too fast for you to catch all the cinematic nuances. So along comes this hefty
five-pound slab of a book to lend a hand. The Detective in Film Toronto: Now painfully dated, but an
important book for its time, as it attempted to trace the history of the "screen sleuth. Buy this book New York:
Extremely readable, personal views of or so examples of "the moody, ominous violent underbelly of American
moviemaking. Gifford, Barry Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir Buy this book Mississippi: University
Press of Mississippi, Barry Gifford serves as the ideal guide to noir, identifying the greats and not-so-greats of
the genre, casting his shrewd eye on -- and offering his wide-ranging opinions on -- such films as The Asphalt
Jungle, Body and Soul, Body Heat, Charley Varrick, Chinatown, D. This is actually an updated and revised
version of his previous The Devil Thumbs a Ride. The Big Book of Noi Amazing collection of informative,
revealing, intriguing essays, interviews, excerpts, opinions and other neat stuff, both original and from various
sources, covering noir in all its shadowy glory, from films and literature to radio, television and comics. Haut,
Woody, Heartbreak and Vine Buy this book London: Haut is also the author of the acclaimed Neon Noir and
Pulp Culture. Featuring over seventy mostly short, always sharp essays he calls them "case files" that cover
films, creators, directors, actors, private eyes and even cartoons Duck Twacy, anyone? Kindle it Bancroft
Press, Death on the Cheap: Buy this book Da Capo Press, A labour of love. Lyons, the writer of the
acclaimed Jacob Asch P. As Dean Koontz says on the cover blurb, "A terrific piece of work, the definitive
book on its subject, and a body slam of nostalgia that knocked me out of my chair more than once. A Girl and
a Gun: Opinionated, silly, serious, objectionable, rude and in-your-face perceptive, this is the one to grab
before heading off to the video store. The Ballantine paperback edition that I have features a foreward by
Leonard Maltin. Muller, Eddie Dark City: Buy this book Griffin Trade Paperback, As good as it gets. Great
pictures and commentary worth reading. All of it a hoot. Muller, Eddie, Dark City Dames: The Wicked
Women of Film Noir His last book was the amazing Dark City: The Lost World of Film Noir Muller, Eddie,
The Art of Noir: Buy this book Overlook Press, With over full-color illustrations in all , many of them
full-pages, Muller covers the noir beat once again, this time through movie posters. For fans, this is to fucking
to die for. Selby, Spencer Dark City: Silver, Alain, and Elizabeth Ward. An Encyclopedic Reference to the
American Style Buy this book Woodstock, New York: The Overlook Press, , revised Comprehensive
well-thought out and easy to use. The definitive reference book on this film genre, by two of its most
insightful critics. Alain Silver is also the editor of the seminal Film Noir Reader series. With exhaustive
appendixes, over photos, and plenty of savvy and enlightening criticism that pulls no punches and takes no
prisoners, this is a straight up, no chaser blast for the noir junkie. The essays are often contradictory and overly
academic, and the whole thing seems to need some good editing, but indispensable, nonetheless. Buy this
book Limelight Editions, Seitz , actors Claire Trevor, Lizabeth Scott , composers and critics. But once again,
as in the previous two volumes, this book is marred by some sloppy editing, particularly when it comes to the
photographs, many of which are misidentified, or bear no relation to the text. Buy this book Overlook Press;
Yet another book on noir by Alain Silver, who seems to be making a career for himself out of it. These are
often breath-taking images, all in glorious black and white, and for once the editors pay attention to both the
captions and the illustrations, and get both wonderfully, exactly right. For real fans of the genre, this picture
book is the sort of thing you could just eat up with a spoon. A novel which offers short bios on over eighty
famous film characters, and imagines the links between them. Excellent filmography to check out before
heading to the videostore. Thompson, Peggy and Saeko Usukawa Hardboiled: Great Lines from Classic Noir
Films Buy this book Chronicle Books, A great collection of quotes and pictures from classic noir films, not
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all private eye, but definitely a fun read. Tuska, Jon, The Detective in Hollywood: Buy this book Doubleday,
With its emphasis on the thirties and forties, this is a tasty overview of mostly American detective series, laced
with lots of juicy bits of trivia and bolstlered by some even tastier quotes. Included are all the usual suspects:
A behind-the-scenes look at the world of noir, straight from the mouths of those responsible. And nestled
among the numerous quotes, retorts, snippets and bon mots from the motley crew of directors, actors,
cinematographers, writers and critics featured inare some truly breathtaking stills. Plus, an intro from the czar
of noir himself, Mr. Wilt, David, Hardboiled in Hollywood: Five Black Mask Writers and the Movies Buy this
book Bowling Green, Ohio: Bowling Green University Popular Press, Facinating study of five Black Mask
writers who went on to spread the gospel in Hollywood: Babcock and John K. Buy this book Jefferson, North
Carolina: A labour of love that your mystery fan will love too.
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The Devil Thumbs a Ride is a film noir directed by Felix E. Feist and featuring Lawrence Tierney and Ted North.
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.
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Find helpful customer reviews and review ratings for The Devil Thumbs a Ride and Other Unforgettable Movies at
www.enganchecubano.com Read honest and unbiased product reviews from our users.
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And Bogart could be equally cold-blooded in films like The Petrified Forest and The Treasure of the Sierra Madre. But
Tierney is like a rabid dog in comparison, sparing no one, not even himself, from violent death, and The Devil Thumbs a
Ride is a perfect example of his menacing screen persona.
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and Other Unforgettable Movies-ExLibrary Pre-Owned.
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