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This collection of studies deals with the directions of change in rural Egypt. At the end of the twentieth century, these
changes appear as the culmination of a long process of transformation, and they announce probable trends for the
beginning of the twenty-first century. We refer to directions of.

Steep rocky cliffs rise along the banks of the Nile in some stretches, while other areas along the Nile are flat,
with space for agricultural production. In the past, flooding of the Nile during the summer provided silt and
water to make agriculture possible on land that is otherwise very dry. Since construction of the Aswan Dam ,
agriculture in the Nile valley depends on irrigation. The Nile delta consists of flat, low-lying areas. Some parts
of the delta are marshy and water-logged, and thus not suitable for agriculture. Other areas of the delta are
used for agriculture. Without the topographic channel that permits the Nile to flow across the Sahara , Egypt
would be entirely desert. In South Sudan, the White Nile passes through the Sudd , a wide, flat plain covered
with swamp vegetation and slows almost to the point of stagnation. This river has a steeper gradient and
therefore flows more swiftly than the White Nile, which it joins at Khartoum. Unlike the White Nile, the Blue
Nile carries a considerable amount of sediment. For several kilometres north of Khartoum, water closer to the
eastern bank of the river, coming from the Blue Nile, is visibly muddy , while that closer to the western bank,
and coming from the White Nile, is clearer. During the low-water season, which runs from January to June,
the Atbarah shrinks to a number of pools. The Blue Nile has a similar pattern. Thus, before the Aswan High
Dam was completed in , the White Nile watered the Egyptian stretch of the river throughout the year, whereas
the Blue Nile, carrying seasonal rain from Ethiopia, caused the Nile to overflow its banks and deposit a layer
of fertile mud over adjacent fields. The great flood of the main Nile usually occurred in Egypt during August,
September, and October, but it sometimes began as early as June at Aswan and often did not completely wane
until January. The Nile enters Egypt a few kilometers north of Wadi Halfa , a Sudanese town that was
completely rebuilt on high ground when its original site was submerged in the reservoir created by the Aswan
High Dam. Below Aswan the cultivated floodplain strip widens to as much as twenty km. According to
historical accounts from the first century AD, seven branches of the Nile once ran through the delta.
According to later accounts, the Nile had, by around the twelfth century, just six branches. Since then, nature
and man have closed all but two main outlets: Both outlets are named after the ports located at their respective
mouths. A network of drainage and irrigation canals supplements these remaining outlets. In the north, near
the coast, the Nile delta embraces a series of salt marshes and lakes , the most notable among which are Idku ,
Al Burullus , and Manzilah. The fertility and productivity of the land adjacent to the Nile depends largely on
the silt deposited by floodwaters. Archaeological research indicates that people once lived at a much higher
elevation along the river than they do today, probably because the river was higher or the floods more severe.
The timing and the amount of annual flow were always unpredictable. Measurements of annual flows as low
as 1. For centuries Egyptians attempted to predict and take advantage of these flows and thereby moderate the
severity of floods. The construction of dams on the Nile, particularly the Aswan High Dam, transformed the
mighty river into a large and predictable irrigation ditch. Researchers have estimated that beneficial silt
deposits in the valley began about 10, years ago. The average annual deposit of arable soil through the course
of the river valley amounted to some nine metres. Analysis of the flow revealed that This immense desert to
the west of the Nile spans the area from the Mediterranean Sea southwards to the Sudanese border.
Escarpments ridges and deep depressions basins exist in several parts of the Western Desert, and no rivers or
streams drain into or out of the area. The government has considered the Western Desert a frontier region and
has divided it into two governorates at about the twenty-eighth parallel: There are seven important depressions
in the Western Desert, and all are considered oases except the largest, Qattara , the water of which is salty.
Badlands , salt marshes, and salt lakes cover the sparsely inhabited Qattara Depression. Limited agricultural
production, the presence of some natural resources, and permanent settlements are found in the other six
depressions, all of which have fresh water provided by the Nile or by local groundwater. The Siwah Oasis,
close to the Libyan border and west of Qattara, is isolated from the rest of Egypt but has sustained life since
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ancient times. Herodotus and Alexander the Great were among the many illustrious people who visited the
temple in the pre-Christian era. Eastern Desert The topographic features of the desert region east of the Nile
differ from those to the west of the Nile. The Eastern Desert is relatively mountainous. The hills reach
elevations of more than 1, m. This elevated region has a natural drainage pattern that rarely functions because
of insufficient rainfall. It also has a complex of irregular, sharply cut wadis that extend westward toward the
Nile. The desert environment extends all the way to the Red Sea coast. The Red Sea may have been named
after these mountains, which are red. The southern side of the peninsula has a sharp escarpment that subsides
after a narrow coastal shelf that slopes into the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba. Moving northward, the
elevation of this limestone plateau decreases. The northern third of Sinai is a flat, sandy coastal plain, which
extends from the Suez Canal into the Gaza Strip and Israel. By after all of Sinai was returned to Egypt, the
central government divided the peninsula into two governorates. The abundance of life in the Sinai Peninsula
may not be immediately apparent. This again has its roots in the way in which the animals of the desert have
adapted to life here. Many species, mammals especially, but also reptiles and even birds such as owls, are
nocturnal. They spend the daylight hours in the relative cool of burrows, under boulders or in crevices and
cracks in the rock. Many of these creatures will only be apparent from their tracks and trails or from a fleeting
glimpse of a diminutive gerbil, or zig-zigging hare, in the car headlights at night. Even those animals that do
brave the heat of the day are normally only active in the early morning or evening. Rural areas differ from the
urban in terms of poverty, fertility rates, and other social factors. Agriculture is a key component of the
economy in rural areas, though some people are employed in the tourist industry or other non-farm
occupations. The agricultural industry is dependent on irrigation from the Nile river.
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Other chapters examine changes in consumption patterns and health, various rural social processes and the 'new lands'
being reclaimed in Egypt's desert areas, representations of the rural population in the media and in statistics, and their
own changing self-image.

Scholars divide the history of Egypt into periods and dynasties but these do not always reflect changes in royal
lines. During the intermediate periods, dynasties ruled at the same time in different parts of Egypt. Neolithic
The first part of the Predynastic period is the Neolithic period. Agriculture became the main food source in the
Nile Valley and communities worked together to raise food. Egyptologists discovered pits used to store grain.
They also found Beads and cosmetic palettes in Neolithic tombs. Some communities also got food from
domestic animals, fishing and hunting. One Neolithic site, Naba Playa, was larger than normal and had an
unusual feature that scholars believe to be a religious site. This was a large megalithic complex consisting of
arrangements of rocks of different sizes. These cemeteries show signs of social divisions because wealthy
graves were in one area. All the bodies were in the same position and faced in the same direction. Some
examples of Badarian pottery have thin walls that later cultures did not emulate. The jewelry found to date is
usually made of bone or ivory. Naqada Culture Naqada culture is also known through cemeteries and covers
three periods. Thousands of graves from Naqada I contain goods including animal-shaped cosmetic palettes.
Some burials included rectangular coffins and most contained only one body. They contained goods made of
hard and soft stone. These included disc-shaped mace heads and human figurines of hunters or warriors with
beards. Context suggests the Naqada people saw beards as symbols of power. Multiple-body burials increased
and the tombs were larger with more goods. Some burials show the evidence of the earliest use of linen for
body wrappings. More metal goods were in evidence and mace heads were pear-shaped. Naqada III shows the
beginning of territorial states and includes the kings dubbed Dynasty O by scholars. These kings ruled before
the unification of Egypt and scholars know little about them beside their names. Certain tombs had many
rooms and early hieroglyphics on some labels. Artifacts made of precious materials including; gold, lapis
lazuli, and silver. These materials show the Naqada civilization traded with other cultures. Scholars discovered
some religious buildings but little information currently exists about the rituals practiced. Early Dynastic
Period c. Officials appointed by the king oversaw irrigation and began standardizing hieroglyphic writing.
They also helped support the funeral programs and religious sites. Priests used certain funeral rites for the
pharaoh only during this period. They had a unique feature found only in the tombs of these pharaohs:
Egyptologists excavated religious sites and artifacts including a compound for the goddess Neith. During this
dynasty, many cultural changes exist in the archaeological record. Art styles became more formal and the
pharaoh supported artisans and workers to make goods. Egyptologists found a bracelet made of amethyst,
gold, lapis lazuli and turquoise. The pharaohs established the economic and political foundations for a strong
central state. Limestone was the medium used to make his burial chamber which is the oldest stone building
found in Egypt so far. Its first kings were descended from pharaoh Khasekhemwy. Egypt was almost
self-sufficient with few outside enemies. The familial relations between some pharaohs are unclear due to
insufficient information. He built the first large stone building, the Step Pyramid. Designs called for the tomb
to be a mastaba with a burial chamber below it but it became a six-step pyramid. Later pharaohs regarded his
reign as the beginning of pharaonic history. The builders did not complete these tombs due to the short reigns
of their builders. He also changed the orientation of the funerary complex into an east-west orientation. Snefru
completed two pyramids during his reign. The first, the Bent Pyramid, got its name because its angle changed
during construction. His burial chamber was in the center of the pyramid rather than underneath the pyramid.
Egyptologists discovered two boat burials beside the pyramid and restored one of them. Khufu built three
pyramids for his queens on the plateau beside his tomb. Khafra built the second largest pyramid at Giza. This
building appears to be the same size as the Great Pyramid because it was on a higher elevation. This dynasty
made changes to the agricultural production in Egypt. It was necessary to improve yields to allow portions of
the population to build pyramids. Royal family members filled many of the highest administrative positions.
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The pharaohs built sun-temples which show the ascendancy of the god Ra. These documents discuss the
day-to-day running of the pyramid complex. They provide lists of the produce provided to the temple and of
the priests serving there. Several aspects of the kingdom either changed or became more elaborate. The royal
family withdrew from administrative duties which allowed the elite to gain power. Egyptians saw the needs of
the living and the dead as equal. Pharaoh began to make more donations to various local gods. Pharaoh sent
expeditions to Punt and brought back malachite, myrrh and electrum and alloy of gold and silver. Another
important change began in the reign of King Unas; the introduction of the Pyramid Texts. These texts
decorated the ceiling of his burial chamber and they are the earliest large body of religious texts found to date.
The Pyramid Texts track the development of religious ideas during this period. By this time, Osiris had
progressed from a local deity to the main god of the dead. Kings were no longer seen as untouchable. Local
officials became more powerful which decreased royal authority. The people expected the pharaoh to provide
food and safety for his people but he was unable to do this. First Intermediate Period c. This period saw a
change in the cultural demographic of the country. Nobles moved to smaller cities and took the art and culture
of the capital with them. Rural Egypt became wealthier and this allowed the people to build larger tombs.
Artisans developed scarab shaped seals during this period. Urban centers, which were the centers of local
administration, governed the rural areas. Priests introduced new funeral ideas in these areas. Artisans made
masks for mummies and made objects to serve as grave goods. The first coffin texts, meant to guide souls in
the Tuat, date to this time. They fought with the Theban pharaohs of the 11th Dynasty. These pharaohs did not
build monumental buildings and famines plagued their reigns. Kings bragged about feeding their people which
they saw as a great accomplishment. Local governments fought with each other and had independent reigns.
The pharaoh still possessed the religious power in the land. Some of the Middle Kingdom rulers referred to the
11th Dynasty pharaohs as their ancestors. The necropolis city of the dead of el-Tarif held the saff-tombs of the
11th Dynasty. The tombs of courtiers and local citizens surrounded the saff-tombs of the pharaohs. Intef II
ruled for 50 years and began moving to conquer more of Egypt. He controlled most of southern Upper Egypt
and began pushing north. This pharaoh built the oldest surviving fragment of a temple at Karnak. Middle
Kingdom B. He ruled for 51 years and deified himself to show his right to rule Egypt. The pharaohs who
followed him reinstituted the cult of kingship and built temples and chapels. The middle class gained wealth
and power as seen in the increase in jewelry caches belonging to them. Senusret I erected a chapel made of
alabaster at Karnak and scholars have rebuilt his chapel. He standardized formal artwork in style and form.
Evidence indicates that he supported literacy for women, as seen in letters between women.

Page 4

DIRECTIONS OF CHANGE IN RURAL EGYPT pdf
3: Geography of Egypt - Wikipedia
Get this from a library! Directions of Change in Rural Egypt.. [Nicholas S Hopkins; Kirsten Westergaard] -- This volume
based on recent fieldwork by distinguished specialists includes information on the changing economic situation in the
countryside, particularly after the 'owners and tenants' law of

These are 1 population of markaz, 2 population of madina, 3 proportion of madina population to markaz
population, 4 sex ratio in markaz, 5 Christian including Coptic resident resident ratio, 6 Jewish resident ratio,
7 male, single ratio, 8 male, literate ratio, 9 sex ratio in madina, 10 madina, male, single ratio, 11 madina,
male, literate ratio, 12 madina, Muslim resident ratio, 13 sex ratio in villages Appendix Madina in Markaz We
will begin with a simple observation of basic census data related to social change in Egypt. The proportion of
the town population rises a little from to , but the proportion holds steady from to The proportion of urban and
rural population during this period was stable and there was no drastic change in population structure in terms
of urban and rural distribution. However, the annual rates of increase for individual towns are different during
this period. Regarding the period from to , major principal towns such as Cairo, Port Said, Ismailia, Suez,
Zaqziq, Tanta, Beni Suef, Minya, Qena, Aswan and so on show high annual rates of increase compared to that
of the total population, i. The growth of these major towns is remarkable during this period. As for the period
from to , in addition to a few major towns such as Port Said, Ismailia, Damanhur and Beni Suef, medium sized
towns such as Rosetta, Bilbeis, Mit Gamar, Disuq, Ashmun, Tala, Mellawi, Suhaj, Isna, Aqsar and Idfu show
relatively high annual rates of increase compared to that of the total population, i. These medium sized towns
grew very rapidly during this period. With regard to the period from to , most of the major and medium sized
towns in Lower Egypt and Middle Egypt including mudiriya Beni Suef, Faiyum, Minya and Asyut, show
relatively high annual rates of increase compared to that of the total population, i. The growth of most of the
major and medium sized principal towns in Lower and Middle Egypt is remarkable during this period. We can
say that there was a certain amount of dynamic change for individual towns in terms of mobility of the
regional population by Markaz population in transition: First, I will examine the figures of the secondary data
set for all markaz from to as shown in Table 5. The ratios of literate male and Christian residents including
Coptic residents increased steadily from to The Muslim resident ratio in madina decreased gradually from to
Table 6 shows the comparison of selective secondary data of 14 mudiriya and also changes of selective
secondary data for each mudiriya from to We will examine whether there are specific characteristics for
individual mudiriya in terms of population increase, madina population, sex ratios, literate ratio, and Christian
and Muslim population. With regard to changes of population for markaz, madina and villages from to , we
can observe marked change in terms of annual rate of increase for mudiriya Buheira, Sharqiya, Faiyum and
Miniya. In addition, regarding Faiyum and Miniya, there are specific sex ratio in madina. Namely, the sex
ratios in madina are relatively lower than those of villages during the period. Also, we can see the same pattern
of sex ratio for mudiriya Asyut. Regarding the Christian resident ratio, we can observe relatively high rates for
mudiriya Minya, Asyut and Jirja. Taking all of the figures in Table 6 into consideration, I can summarize that
some mudiriyas in Lower Egypt and Middle Egypt were growing rapidly and mudiriyas in Upper Egypt were
relatively stable in terms of population increase. In accordance with the above results, we select two
mudiriyas, Sharqiya and Faiyum, where we can see rapid population growth in the period. Regarding these
two mudiriyas, there are the same number of markaz from to , so it is easy to examine and show the changes
during this period. We will examine secondary data of each markaz, and Table 7 shows changes of each
markaz population. It seems that there are various differences in terms of growth and index for each markaz.
Regarding these differences, we will examine further by the method of multi-variate analysis. We conclude
this paper with indicating the status of demographic change in rural Egypt as follows. We make use of figures
in census as they are.
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Directions of Change in Rural Egypt, edited by Nicholas S. Hopkins and Kirsten Westergaard [Cairo: The American
Cairo University Press, ].

Economy Although the constitution of described the economy as one based on socialism, with the people
controlling all means of production, the public sector thoroughly dominated the economy for only about two
decades following the revolution of â€”prior to which time the country had a free market. Most major
nationalization took place between and the early s, when most important sectors of the economy either were
public or were strictly controlled by the government. This included large-scale industry, communications,
banking and finance, the cotton trade, foreign trade as a whole, and other sectors. During that time, private
enterprise came gradually to find its scope restricted, but some room to maneuver was still left in real estate
and in agriculture and, later, in the export trade. Personal income, as well as land ownership, was strictly
limited by the government. Moreover, the government, when not actually in possession of the means of
production, regulated all important aspects of production and distribution. It imposed controls on agricultural
prices, controlled rent, ran the internal trade, restricted foreign travel and the use of foreign exchange, and
appointed and supervised the boards of directors of corporations. The government initiated projects and
allocated investment. As part of the infitah "opening" economic policy adopted in the early s, some of these
restrictions were relaxed in the last quarter of the 20th century, permitting greater private-sector participation
in various areas. Although the everyday running of corporations is now left to their boards of directors, those
boards receive instructions from public boards, and the chairmen of boards often coordinate their production
policies with the appropriate state minister. The government formulates five-year development plans to guide
economic development. Likewise, since the early s, the Egyptian government has campaigned for increased
foreign investmentâ€”initially receiving financial aid from the oil-rich Arab states. Although Arab aid was
suspended as a punitive measure after Egypt signed a peace treaty with Israel see Camp David Accords , the
subsequent return of several Western and Japanese corporations, encouraged by the normalization of Egyptian
relations with Israel, increased the potential for further foreign investment in the country. Much of the effort
exerted by the government in the early s was devoted to adjusting the economy to the situation resulting from
the treaty. Defense expenditures were reduced, and increased allocations were made available for developing
roads, bridges, oil pipelines, telephone lines, and other infrastructure. However, the economy has continued to
face many hurdles. The general standard of living in Egypt remains rather low, and in relation to the size of its
population, its economic resources are limited. Land remains its main source of natural wealth, but the amount
of productive land is insufficient to support the population adequately. Increases in population have put
pressure on resources, producing chronic underemployment, and many Egyptians have sought employment
abroad. Political uncertainty in the aftermath of the uprising that toppled Pres.
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Egypt Table of Contents During the nineteenth century, the socioeconomic and political foundations of the
modern Egyptian state were laid. The transformation of Egypt began with the integration of the economy into
the world capitalist system with the result that by the end of the century Egypt had become an exporter of raw
materials to Europe and an importer of European manufactured goods. The transformation of Egypt led to the
emergence of a ruling elite composed of large landowners of Turco-Circassian origin and the creation of a
class of medium-sized landowners of Egyptian origin who played an increasingly important role in the
political and economic life of the country. In the countryside, peasants were dispossessed because of debt, and
many landless peasants migrated to the cities where they joined the swelling ranks of the underand
unemployed. In the cities, a professional middle class emerged composed of civil servants, lawyers, teachers,
and technicians. Finally, Western ideas and cultural forms were introduced into the country. Rural Society
Muhammad Ali had attempted to take Egypt directly from a subsistence agricultural economy to a complex
industrial one. He failed because of internal weaknesses and European pressures. Ironically, Muhammad Ali,
whose goal was to make Egypt economically and politically independent of Europe, set the country on the
path to economic dependence and foreign domination. Between and , the export of cotton increased percent.
During the American Civil War, the area devoted to cotton cultivation in Egypt increased almost fourfold and
cotton prices rose along with cotton production. The transformation of the rural economy from subsistence to
cash-crop agriculture caused dramatic changes, including the privatization of land in fewer hands and the
dispossession of peasants. The privatization of land began during the reign of Muhammad Ali, who in the s
distributed half the agricultural land to royal family members, Turco-Circassian officials, and Egyptian
notables or village headmen. Although many land grants were rescinded during the reign of Abbas,
consolidation of landholdings proceeded during the reigns of Said and Ismail at the expense of small and
middle-sized peasant proprietors. By the s, the royal family owned one-fifth of all the cultivated land in the
country. The largest royal estates could be as large as 10, feddans a feddan is slightly more than an acre--see
Glossary. By the s, The largest landowners included members of the royal family, and the Turco-Circassian
elite of officers and officials. Their estates were worked by sharecroppers or agricultural laborers. By the time
of Ismail, these landowners had developed into a landed aristocracy. With the privatization of land, the
Egyptian notables became substantial landowners with considerable political influence. Historian Judith
Tucker has described the nineteenth century as a time when the peasants were transformed from independent
producers with rights to use the land to landless peasants forced to work as wage-laborers or to migrate to the
cities where they became part of the urban dispossessed. The development of capitalist agriculture and a
monetized rural economy spelled disaster for many peasants. Despite land laws like those of Said in and ,
which gave peasants legal ownership of their plots, peasant land loss occurred at an unprecedented rate,
chiefly because of indebtedness. Forced to borrow at high rates of interest to get the seed and animals
necessary for sowing and to pay monthly installments on their taxes, the peasants had to repay these loans at
harvest time when the prices were lowest. The American Civil War put a premium on Egyptian cotton, and the
price increased. When the war ended, the inflated prices suddenly dropped. For the first time in Egypt, a
serious problem of peasant indebtedness appeared with its inevitable consequences: The village headmen and
the owners of great estates profited from the crisis by purchasing abandoned land. The headmen also profited
as moneylenders. Peasants also lost land because taxes on peasant land were higher than on estate land. Large
landholders sometimes paid as little as one-fourth of the taxes paid by the peasantry. At the turn of the
century, the population of Egypt was about 10 million. Of this total, between 10 and 20 percent were landless
peasants. In less than 20 percent of the privately held and waqf religiously endowed land was held by 80
percent of the population while 1 percent owned more than 40 percent. Most landowners owned between one
and five feddans, with three feddans being necessary for subsistence. Towns and Cities Of the 10 million
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people in Egypt at the turn of the century, approximately 2 million lived in towns and cities, and of those, ,
lived in cities with a population of more than 20, The population of Alexandria grew as it became the financial
and commercial center of the cotton industry. Although some became workers or petty traders, most joined the
ranks of the under- or unemployed. By the turn of the century, a working class had emerged. It was composed
mainly of transport and building workers and of workers in the few industries that had been established--sugar
refineries, ginning mills, and cigarette factories. However, a large proportion of the new urban lower class
consisted of a fluctuating mass of people without any fixed employment. The old lower class of the cities and
towns, particularly the artisans, suffered from the influx of cheaply made European imports. Whereas some
crafts, like basketry, pottery, and rug weaving, survived, others such as textiles and glass blowing were
virtually eliminated. The urban guilds declined and eventually disappeared because Europeans replaced
Egyptians in production and commerce. The old, or traditional, middle class also declined in status and wealth.
This middle class included the ulama, religiously educated elite who staffed the religious institutions and
courts, and the merchants. The ulama and the merchants were closely tied to each other because of family and
business connections. Furthermore, these categories overlapped; the ulama were also merchants and
tax-farmers. The decline of the ulama began during the reign of Muhammad Ali who considered the ulama an
intolerable alternative power center. He abolished tax farms, which were a major source of ulama wealth, thus
weakening their position. The decline of the ulama and the merchants was accelerated by the socioeconomic
transformation of Egypt that led to the emergence of secular education, to secularly trained civil servants
staffing the government bureaucracy, and to the reorientation of Egyptian trade. Secular education and the
establishment of schools influenced by Western ideas and methods occurred throughout the century but were
particularly widespread during the reign of Khedive Ismail. Secular education became identified with entrance
into government employment. Moreover, once government employment was opened to Egyptians, it became
the goal of the educated because of the power and social status it conferred. Between and , the number of
persons employed in public administration grew by The rise of this new urban middle class, called the
effendiyah, parallelled the rise of the rural notables or umada. In fact, during the nineteenth century, the
effendiyah tended to be first-generation urbanites from rural notable families who took advantage of expanded
education and employment opportunities in the cities. Whereas the Egyptian effendiyah and umada were
rising, the traditional merchant class declined because the lucrative import-export trade was dominated by
resident foreigners, and Egyptian merchants were confined to internal trade. During the nineteenth century,
foreign trade was completely reoriented. In the past, it had dealt mainly in Sudanese, Arabian, and oriental
goods. Cairo was one of the most important centers of trade, and Egyptian, Syrian, and Turkish merchants
engaged in it. During the nineteenth century, Greeks and other Europeans resident in Egypt monopolized the
export of cotton to Europe and the import of European industrial goods. The change was reflected in the
increase of foreigners in Egypt--from between 8, and 10, in to 90, in The majority was engaged in cotton
production, import-export trade, banking, and finance. The European community occupied a privileged
position as a result of the capitulations, the treaties governing the status of foreigners within the Ottoman
Empire. These treaties put Europeans virtually beyond the reach of Egyptian law until the establishment of the
mixed courts with jurisdiction over Egyptians and foreigners in Like the artisans, Egyptian merchants
suffered from a large variety of oppressive taxes and duties from which foreign merchants were exempt. With
the support of their consuls, foreigners in Egypt became an increasingly powerful pressure group committed to
defending its own interests.
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We conclude this paper with indicating the status of demographic change in rural Egypt as follows. (1) There was a
certain amount of dynamic change for individual towns in terms of mobility of regional population by (2) There was stable
increase of total markaz population and lopsided increase of madina and/or village population.

8: Egypt - Social Change in the Nineteenth Century
Al Sharqia is the top region by population, rural in Egypt. As of , population, rural in Al Sharqia was 5, thousand persons
that accounts for % of Egypt's population, rural. The top 5 regions (others are Beheira, Dakahlia, Minya, and Sohag)
account for % of it.
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