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Mali has a historic ties to France, its former colonial ruler. Mali experienced the usual socialist led dysfunction
following independence in the later-middle part of the 20th Century, but in the last decade or so has tried, in
fits and starts, to become a modern, more-free nation. Sadly, they are right on the bleeding edge of Dar al
Islam and all that comes with that. Combined with nightmarish demographics unimaginable to the Western
mind - this will not be an easy fix even if they were not facing an aggressive internal threat. Stability is the
key, but due to the above and more factors, instability will be the expected norm for Mali for awhile. All
France and her allies can do is to try to mitigate the negative effects, and nurture the positive developments in
the country. The more they succeed there, not just in the Long War, the better for everyone from Cape Town
in the south, to Bear Island in the north. As old as human history, as it is now ; His door and iron-sheet roof
were missing; his granary was a mound of rubble on the floor. In his hands, the year-old held out a pile of
charred groundnuts he had cultivated, before crumbling them into dust. Besides one stoic village chief who sat
sharpening his knife on a rock under the baking sun, there is nobody left in Kara. Everybody else fled the
ethnic Dogon village one morning in May when armed men from the neighbouring village â€” populated by
Fulani herdsman â€” climbed over a sand dune shooting wildly in the air. Everything of value was stolen; the
rest was burnt. Analysts say the conflict has been triggered by the increasing presence of jihadists linked to
al-Qaeda in central Mali. They have recruited heavily among Fulani herders, fuelling distrust with other ethnic
groups, including the Dogon, some of whom have organised into abusive new self-defence militias. I know, I
know. I am the one who pushes back against getting involved in foreign adventures, but this is not quite like a
full-on invasion of a nation with sketchy impact on USA or allied national security. This is helping our oldest
ally who is helping another nation fight our common enemy - radical Islam. Africa will never join the rest of
the world in a future of promise if its northern half is under the black flag of radical Islam. This is something
we should help our French allies with. Not lead; not dominate - this is their backyard. There are things we can
do to help. One example; you know what the US Navy could do to help the French? They have a riverine
challenge ; French desert troops recently took to boats to patrol the Niger River in Mali, the first time that the
crafts have been used in the Barkhane counter-terrorism operation in the Sahel, the French armed forces said.
Just look at what they are trying to patrol the Niger with. Remember my post from FEB ? France looks to be
in a place we were at then. We have units that would be perfect for this. Additionally, we should call our
friends in Colombia who have exceptionally good kit and the best operational riverine experience in the West.
Have them join us in an ongoing rotational deployment. This would be a good way to contribute to the good
work France is doing in support of the Mali government.
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Carthage itself conducted exploration of West Africa. The first circumnavigation of the African continent was
probably made by Phoenician sailors, in an expedition commissioned by Egyptian pharaoh Necho II , in c. A
report of this expedition is provided by Herodotus 4. They sailed south, rounded the Cape heading west, made
their way north to the Mediterranean and then returned home. He states that they paused each year to sow and
harvest grain. Some commentators took this circumstance as proof that the voyage is historical, but other
scholars still dismiss the report as unlikely. The parts of North Africa north of the Sahara were well known in
antiquity. Prior to the 2nd century BC, however, Greek geographers were unaware that the land mass then
known as Libya expanded south of the Sahara, assuming that the desert bounded on the outer Ocean. Even
Eratosthenes around BC still assumed an extent of the landmass no further south than the Horn of Africa. By
the Roman imperial period the Horn of Africa was well-known to Mediterranean geographers. The trading
post of Rhapta , described as "the last marketplace of Azania ," may correspond to the coast of Tanzania. The
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea , dated to the 1st century AD, appears to extend geographical knowledge
further south, to Southeast Africa. Arab slave trade , Islamization of the Sudan region , and Sahelian kingdoms
In the medieval period, the exploration of the interior of the Sahara and the Sahel as well as along the Swahili
coast as far as Mozambique was the project of Muslim conquests and slave trade. It was at Mozambique that
the Arab "clockwise" and the Portuguese "counter-clockwise" routes of exploration would meet at the end of
the 15th century. They were interested in the trans-Saharan trade , especially in slaves. This expansion of Arab
and Islamic culture was a gradual process, lasting throughout most of the Middle Ages. The Christian
kingdoms of Nubia came under pressure from the 7th century, but they resisted for several centuries. The
Kingdom of Makuria and Old Dongola collapsed by the beginning of the 14th century. A significant role in
the spread of Islam in Africa was taken by Sufi orders during the 9th to 14th centuries, who spread south along
trade routes between North Africa and the sub-Saharan kingdoms of Ghana and Mali. On the West African
coast, they set up zawiyas on the shores of the River Niger. Timbuktu became an important center of Islamic
culture south of the Sahara. Alodia , the last remnant of Christian Nubia, was destroyed by the Funj in Early
Portuguese expeditions[ edit ] Henry the Navigator in 15th century triptych of St. From his residence in the
Algarve region of southern Portugal, he directed successive expeditions to circumnavigate Africa and reach
India. In , Henry sent an expedition to secure the uninhabited but strategic island of Madeira. In , he tried to
secure the Canary Islands as well, but these were already under firm Castilian control. In , another Portuguese
expedition reached and annexed the Azores. Naval charts of show that the Canary Islands were already known
to Europeans. In , Portuguese and Italian explorers prepared a joint expedition. In the Catalans organized an
expedition captained by Francesc Desvalers to the Canary Islands that set sail from Majorca. In , Jean de
Bethencourt and Gadifer de la Salle sailed to conquer the Canary Islands but found them already plundered by
the Castilians. In , they built a fortress on the island of Arguin , in modern-day Mauritania , trading European
wheat and cloth for African gold and slaves. It was the first time that the semi-mythic gold of the Sudan
reached Europe without Muslim mediation. Most of the slaves were sent to Madeira, which became, after
thorough deforestation, the first European plantation colony. Between and , the Portuguese explored the coasts
of Senegal , Gambia , and Guinea. Under his direction, in , the Portuguese reached modern Ghana and settled
in A Mina the mine , later renamed Elmina. They had finally reached a country with an abundance of gold,
hence the historical name of " Gold Coast " that Elmina would eventually receive. Soon after, the equator was
crossed by Europeans. After , expelled Spanish and Portuguese Jews also found a safe haven there. In , he
explored the river upstream as well. But the Portuguese wanted, above anything else, to find a route to India
and kept trying to circumnavigate Africa. They followed the coast for a while realizing that it kept going
eastward with even some tendency to the north. Lacking supplies, they turned around with the conviction that
the far end of Africa had finally been reached. Upon their return to Portugal the promising cape was renamed

Page 2

DISCOVERING AFRICAS PAST pdf
Cape of Good Hope. Some years later, Christopher Columbus landed in America under rival Castilian
command. Pope Alexander VI decreed the Inter caetera bull, dividing the non-Christian parts of the world
between the two rival Catholic powers, Spain and Portugal. He went beyond the farthest point reached by Dias
and named the country Natal. Then he sailed northward, making land at Quelimane Mozambique and
Mombasa , where he found Chinese traders, and Malindi both in modern Kenya. In this town, he recruited an
Arab pilot and set sail directly to Calicut. Egypt and Venice reacted to this news with hostility; from the Red
Sea , they jointly attacked the Portuguese ships that traded with India. The Portuguese defeated these ships
near Diu in They established many bases along the eastern coast of Africa except for Somalia See
Ajuran-Portuguese wars , The Portuguese also captured Aden in One of the ships under command of Diogo
Dias arrived at a coast that was not in East Africa. Two years later, a chart already showed an elongated island
east of Africa that bore the name Madagascar. But only a century later, between and , did the Portuguese
explore the island in detail. They signed treaties with local chieftains and sent the first missionaries , who
found it impossible to make locals believe in Hell , and were eventually expelled. Early Modern history[ edit ]
17th century crucifix, copper alloy, Democratic Republic of the Congo Portuguese presence in Africa soon
interfered with existing Arab trade interests. By , the Portuguese established themselves in Zanzibar and on the
Swahili coast. The Portuguese also established their trade interests in the Kingdom of Mutapa in the 16th
century, and in placed a puppet ruler on the throne. The Portuguese and later also the Dutch also became
involved in the local slave economy, supporting the state of the Jaggas , who performed slave raids in the
Congo. Portugal intervened militarily in these conflicts, creating the basis for their colony of Angola. In , after
another conflict, the royal crown of Kongo was sent to Lisbon. Nevertheless, a diminished Kongo Kingdom
would still exist until , when the last Manicongo, Pedro V, ceded his almost non-existent domain to Portugal.
The Portuguese dealt with the other major state of Southern Africa, the Monomotapa in modern Zimbabwe , in
a similar manner: Portugal intervened in a local war hoping to get abundant mineral riches, imposing a
protectorate. But with the authority of the Monomotapa diminished by the foreign presence, anarchy took
over. The local miners migrated and even buried the mines to prevent them from falling into Portuguese
hands. When in the neighbouring Cangamires invaded the country, the Portuguese accepted their failure and
retreated to the coast. Dutch[ edit ] Beginning in the 17th century, the Netherlands began exploring and
colonizing Africa. While the Dutch were waging a long war of independence against Spain, Portugal had
temporarily united with Spain, starting in and ending in As a result, the growing colonial ambitions of the
Netherlands were mostly directed against Portugal. For this purpose, two Dutch companies were founded: In ,
they were expelled from Luanda by the Portuguese. In Dutch Mauritius the colonization started in and ended
in , with a brief interruption between and Numerous governors were appointed, but continuous hardships such
as cyclones, droughts, pest infestations, lack of food and illnesses finally took their toll, and the island was
definitively abandoned in The Dutch left a lasting impact in South Africa , a region ignored by Portugal that
the Dutch eventually decided to use as station in their route to East Asia. Other early modern European
presence[ edit ] Map of Fort James Gambia , the first English possession in Africa Almost at the same time as
the Dutch, other European powers attempted to create their own outposts for the African slave trade. As early
as , English merchant adventurers started trading in West Africa, coming into conflict with Portuguese troops.
In , the English built Fort James in Gambia. One year later, another English colonial expedition attempted to
settle southern Madagascar, resulting in the death of most of the colonists. The English forts on the West
African coast were eventually taken by the Dutch. This company expelled the Dutch from Senegambia
Senegal , making it the first French domain in Africa,they also conquered the island of Arguin. France also set
her eyes on Madagascar, the island that had been used since as a stop in travels to India. The commercial
results of this settlement were scarce and, again, most of the settlers died. One of the survivors, Etienne de
Flacourt , published a History of the Great Island of Madagascar and Relations, which was for a long time the
main European source of information about the island. However, little colonial activity would take place in
Madagascar until the 19th century. The Duchy also took other local land including St. In the foundations were
laid of the fort Carlsborg. Later on the local population started a successful uprising against their new masters
and in December the King of the Akan people subgroup- Efutu again offered Sweden control over the area,

Page 3

DISCOVERING AFRICAS PAST pdf
but in were seized by the Danish after a long defense of Fort Christiansborg. In it was made a Danish crown
colony. From to it was under British occupation. From it was made part of the territory of Denmark. The
commander of the expedition, Captain Blonk, signed agreements with the chieftains of the Gold Coast. There,
the Prussians built a fort named Gross Friederichsburg and restored the abandoned Portuguese fort of Arguin.
But in , the king decided to sell these bases to the Netherlands for 7, ducats and 12 slaves, six of them chained
with pure gold chains. The individuals who formed this club were inspired in part by the Scotsman James
Bruce , who had ventured to Ethiopia in and reached the source of the Blue Nile. Overall, European
exploration of Africa in the 17th and 18th centuries was very limited. Instead they were focused on the slave
trade , which only required coastal bases and items to trade. The real exploration of the African interior would
start well into the 19th century.
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This gave them a crucial advantage, enabling them to live in both forested areas and on the open savanna at a
time when Africa was drying up and the savanna was encroaching on forested areas. This would have
occurred 10 to 5 million years ago, but these claims are controversial because biologists and genetics have
humans appearing around the last 70 thousand to thousand years. They were tool users, and makers of tools.
They scavenged for meat and were omnivores. In hunting, Homo habilis was probably not capable of
competing with large predators and was still more prey than hunter. The tools were classed as Oldowan. From
Homo ergaster, Homo erectus evolved 1. Some of the earlier representatives of this species were still fairly
small-brained and used primitive stone tools, much like H. The brain later grew in size, and H. Possibly the
first hunters, H. Although some recent writers have suggested that Homo georgicus was the first and primary
hominid ever to live outside Africa, many scientists consider H. Their disperals are traced by linguistic,
cultural and genetic evidence. By 13, to 11, BC, people began collecting wild grains. This spread to Western
Asia , which domesticated its wild grains, wheat and barley. Between 10, and BC, Northeast Africa was
cultivating wheat and barley and raising sheep and cattle from Southwest Asia. A wet climatic phase in Africa
turned the Ethiopian Highlands into a mountain forest. Omotic speakers domesticated enset around â€” BC.
Around BC, the settlers of the Ethiopian highlands domesticated donkeys , and by BC domesticated donkeys
had spread to Southwest Asia. Cushitic speakers, partially turning away from cattle herding, domesticated teff
and finger millet between and BC. Later, gourds , watermelons , castor beans , and cotton were also collected
and domesticated. The people started capturing wild cattle and holding them in circular thorn hedges, resulting
in domestication. Fishing , using bone-tipped harpoons , became a major activity in the numerous streams and
lakes formed from the increased rains. Between and BC, Nigerâ€”Congo speakers domesticated the oil palm
and raffia palm. Two seed plants, black-eyed peas and voandzeia African groundnuts , were domesticated,
followed by okra and kola nuts. Since most of the plants grew in the forest, the Nigerâ€”Congo speakers
invented polished stone axes for clearing forest. Some of the oldest rock art was produced by them. For a
relatively weak North African monsoon, the opposite is true, with decreased annual precipitation and less
vegetation resulting in a phase of the Sahara climate cycle known as the "desert Sahara". The Sahara has been
a desert for several thousand years, and is expected to become green again in about 15, years time 17, AD. The
population trekked out of the Sahara region in all directions, including towards the Nile Valley below the
Second Cataract , where they made permanent or semipermanent settlements. A major climatic recession
occurred, lessening the heavy and persistent rains in Central and Eastern Africa. Since then, dry conditions
have prevailed in Eastern Africa. Central Africa Archaeological finds in Central Africa have been discovered
dating back to over , years. Halfway through the first millennium BC, the Bantu had also settled as far south as
what is now Angola. Copper metallurgy in Africa and Iron metallurgy in Africa 9th-century bronze staff head
in form of a coiled snake, Igbo-Ukwu , Nigeria The first metals to be smelted in Africa were lead , copper ,
and bronze in the fourth millennium BC. Nubia was a major source of copper as well as gold. The process
used was unique to the region, indicating that it was not brought from outside the region; it became more
mature by about 1, BC. This is particularly true of Ancient Egypt and Nubia. In the Horn of Africa the
Kingdom of Aksum ruled modern-day Eritrea , northern Ethiopia and the coastal area of the western part of
the Arabian Peninsula. Punt was a trade partner of Ancient Egypt and it is believed that it was located in
modern-day Somalia , Djibouti or Eritrea. Sub-Saharan Africa developed more or less independently in those
times. Ancient Egypt Map of Ancient Egypt and nomes After the desertification of the Sahara , settlement
became concentrated in the Nile Valley , where numerous sacral chiefdoms appeared. The regions with the
largest population pressure were in the Nile Delta region of Lower Egypt , in Upper Egypt , and also along the
second and third cataracts of the Dongola reach of the Nile in Nubia. This population pressure and growth was
brought about by the cultivation of southwest Asian crops, including wheat and barley, and the raising of
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sheep, goats, and cattle. Population growth led to competition for farm land and the need to regulate farming.
Regulation was established by the formation of bureaucracies among sacral chiefdoms. The first and most
powerful of the chiefdoms was Ta-Seti , founded around 3, BC. The idea of sacral chiefdom spread throughout
Upper and Lower Egypt. Instead of being viewed as a sacral chief, he became a divine king. The henotheism ,
or worship of a single god within a polytheistic system, practiced in the sacral chiefdoms along Upper and
Lower Egypt, became the polytheistic Ancient Egyptian religion. Bureaucracies became more centralized
under the pharaohs , run by viziers , governors, tax collectors, generals, artists, and technicians. They engaged
in tax collecting, organizing of labor for major public works, and building irrigation systems, pyramids ,
temples, and canals. During the Fourth Dynasty 2,â€”2, BC , long distance trade was developed, with the
Levant for timber, with Nubia for gold and skins, with Punt for frankincense , and also with the western
Libyan territories. For most of the Old Kingdom , Egypt developed her fundamental systems, institutions and
culture, always through the central bureaucracy and by the divinity of the Pharaoh. The First Intermediate
Period had begun, a time of political division and uncertainty. Connections with the southern regions of Kush ,
Wawat and Irthet at the second cataract were made stronger. Then came the Second Intermediate Period , with
the invasion of the Hyksos on horse-drawn chariots and utilizing bronze weapons, a technology heretofore
unseen in Egypt. Horse-drawn chariots soon spread to the west in the inhabitable Sahara and North Africa.
The Hyksos failed to hold on to their Egyptian territories and were absorbed by Egyptian society. Egypt
became a superpower controlling Nubia and Judea while exerting political influence on the Libyans to the
West and on the Mediterranean. Beginning with Shoshenq I , the Twenty-second Dynasty was established. It
ruled for two centuries. This was the birth of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt. The Nubians tried to
re-establish Egyptian traditions and customs. They ruled Egypt for a hundred years. This was ended by an
Assyrian invasion, with Taharqa experiencing the full might of Assyrian iron weapons. The Nubian pharaoh
Tantamani was the last of the Twenty-fifth dynasty. It lasted until BC, when Egypt was invaded by the
Persians. Unlike the Assyrians, the Persians stayed. In , Egypt was conquered by Alexander the Great. This
was the beginning of the Ptolemaic dynasty , which ended with Roman conquest in 30 BC. Pharaonic Egypt
had come to an end.
4: European exploration of Africa - Wikipedia
Find Discovering Africa's Past by Davidson, Basil at Biblio. Uncommonly good collectible and rare books from
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Discovering Africa's Past by Basil Davidson. Prentice Hall Press. Paperback. GOOD. Spine creases, wear to binding
and pages from reading. May contain limited notes, underlining or highlighting that does affect the text.
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Learning from previous work in Europe (the Discovering the Archaeologists of Europe project, where partners from 21
countries worked together to map professional archaeology in Europe), it would be possible to look at how many people
work in archaeology across Africa (in all work situations - academia, private companies, governmental, NGOs), what
they do, what their skills, qualifications, ages, genders and cultural backgrounds are, and how archaeology "operates" in
each country.
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Study Medieval and Early Modern Times: Discovering Our Past (Glencoe California) discussion and chapter questions
and find Medieval and Early Modern Times: Discovering Our Past (Glencoe California) study guide questions and
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A Short History of Africa Chapter 1. The Races of Africa Chapter 2. The Kushites: Meroe: Nubia Chapter 3. North Africa
until the 7th Century A.D.: Carthage: Rome: The Vandals: Byzantium Chapter 4.

9: - Discovering Africa's Past by Basil Davidson
Old maps of Africa on Old Maps Online. Discover the past of Africa on historical maps.
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