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1: Domestic Relations Law: Spousal Support and Alimony - LawShelf Educational Media
Spousal Support and Alimony. Spousal support, sometimes known as alimony, is a form of financial support awarded to
one spouse after a www.enganchecubano.com in the breakdown of the marriage is not generally taken into
consideration by a court when deciding whether to award spousal support, as alimony is not meant to punish anyone,
but merely to correct the potentially unfair effects of a divorce and.

Share on Facebook How do I get a divorce in Pennsylvania? In order to get a divorce from a Pennsylvania
court, either you or your spouse must have resided in Pennsylvania for at least six months immediately before
the divorce is started. The fault-based grounds for divorce in Pennsylvania are: This means that the couple can
no longer get along and there is no reasonable possibility of them getting back together. If both spouses agree
that the marriage has broken down irretrievably and file sworn statements stating they each want a divorce, the
court will grant a divorce after a day waiting period. What issues are decided in a divorce? During a divorce
proceeding in Pennsylvania, a judge will terminate your marriage and can deal with other related issues,
including: In a divorce trial, you, your spouse and other witnesses will testify in court. Then, after hearing
testimony and seeing other evidence, the judge will decide what to do regarding child custody, child support,
spousal support, and division of property. How is child custody determined? What is child support and how is
it determined? Child support is money paid by the noncustodial parent to the custodial parent to assist in
meeting the needs of the children. Child support is meant to assist in the day-to-day costs of living of the child
and pays for things like housing, food, clothing, electricity, medical care and school necessities. What is
alimony and how is it determined? In Pennsylvania, alimony is not automatic. The judge will only order
alimony if it is necessary. Some of the things a judge will consider to determine whether, how much, and for
how long to award alimony include: For a complete overview of alimony, see Understanding and Calculating
Alimony in Pennsylvania. How is property divided? Marital property generally means all property acquired
during the marriage and includes the increase in the value of any property which one spouse acquired before
the marriage, by gift, or by inheritance, but not the property itself. When dividing marital property, the judge
will consider many factors, including: For more on this topic, see Equitable Distribution in a Pennsylvania
Divorce. Do I need to hire an attorney? An attorney can help make sure you are legally protected and guide
you through what will probably be a very stressful time of your life. Resources For the full text of the law
regarding residency requirements and grounds for divorce in Pennsylvania, see 23 Pa.
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2: Divorce Support - California Property Division Factors
Spousal Support FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) about spousal support and alimony issues. If you are getting a
divorce and spousal support may be a part of the judgment or decree, this area will help you better understand the
spousal support issues of your divorce.

Sometime in Junuary , the plaintiff-wife commenced an action for divorce in the Superior Court of the State of
Connecticut where she was then living and has continued to reside with her two minor children. On 16 April ,
while the action was pending, the parties executed a separation agreement â€” semimonthly payments to the
plaintiff for alimony and child support, among others. Thereafter, the plaintiff was granted a judgment of
absolute divorce by the Connecticut court, specifically incorporating the terms of the separation agreement,
the agreement surviving and not merging into the decree. Defendant resided in Manhattan when the separation
agreement was executed, and in Brooklyn when the divorce judgment was granted. There is no question of the
defendant appearing in and being represented by counsel in the divorce action. Defendant currently lives in
Brooklyn and is a practicing veterinarian. According to plaintiff, and it is not disputed by the defendant, from
16 July to 16 January defendant has been paying only one-half of the required amount due as alimony and
support payment. On 6 October , the plaintiff brought a motion in the Superior Court in Connecticut to hold
the defendant in contempt for his failure to make full alimony and support payment to the plaintiff as required
by the divorce judgment. First, plaintiff filed both foreign judgments in compliance with the requirements of
CPLR a â€” the divorce decree and the contempt order along with accompanying affidavits in the office of the
County Clerk. Plaintiff set forth in each affidavit the amount of the respective judgments remaining
unsatisfied, viz.: Second, plaintiff moved by order to show cause stating the following relief: Defendant does
not dispute the substantive claims asserted by the plaintiff as to the amount of the arrears, but instead the
defendant addresses himself exclusively to the jurisdictional and procedural deficiencies in the relief being
sought by the plaintiff. Specifically, and with respect to each item of relief requested, the defendant raises the
following objections: Before the enactment of article 54, there was no particular machinery in New York for
the enforcement of foreign judgments. Generally, the judgment creditor had to bring a new and independent
action in New York upon an out-of-state judgment in order that it be docketed and enforced in this state.
While summary judgment pursuant to CPLR and CPLR was and still is available to perhaps avoid a full-scale
trial of this new action in New York; nevertheless, the creditor was put to the burden and expense of having to
commence such a plenary action in order to enforce his foreign judgment in this state. Article 54 was adopted
to streamline this procedure by providing a simpler, speedier and less expensive method of enforcement. The
article is similar to that adopted in the Federal District Courts, 28 U. The basic philosophy and objective of
these acts is that a judgment entitled to full faith and credit, rendered as a result of a plenary proceeding in a
sister-state court, need not be relitigated when sought to be enforced in the second state. Instead, as CPLR
provides, the foreign judgment need only be registered in New York and once filed, the judgment may then be
enforced in the same manner as though it were a judgment rendered in the Supreme Court of this state,
although the former procedures still remain available CPLR The issues to be resolved first are as follows:
However, where the foreign court which rendered the divorce judgment has the discretion to modify
outstanding arrears retrospectively, then such arrears are not considered absolute and vested and the decree for
alimony and support is therefore not entitled to full faith and credit with respect thereto. Which of the
foregoing principles apply in the State of Connecticut? Pursuant to the provisions of CPLR , the court is
empowered to take judicial notice of any statute or law of a sister state and pass upon its validity and effect.
The parties have sought to aid the court in this regard by citing authorities in their accompanying affidavits.
The court must now turn to Connecticut case law. According to plaintiff, the case of DeGolyer v. In that case,
the court held that that: Past due payments, on the other hand constitute vested property rights not subject to
modification, and it is only such payments which are enforceable in another jurisdiction. It is so cited in the
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Annotations following C. There being no procedural objections by defendant as to the filing, and the court
being presumptively satisfied that the requirements of CPLR a , and have been met, the Connecticut divorce
decree has been validly filed and the court will thereby regard it and enforce it as though it were a judgment of
the court CPLR b. With respect to the Connecticut contempt judgment, the court is unable to reach the same
conclusion. Even though the plaintiff, in her affidavit accompanying the filing, stated perfunctorily that the
judgment was not so obtained, the defendant has established to the satisfaction of the court that he did not
appear in the contempt proceeding, to wit, he did not serve an answer or a notice of appearance. After having
concluded that the Connecticut divorce judgment was properly filed under article 54, it is now time to examine
the relief requested by the plaintiff. Under Section of the Domestic Relations Law, where the husband in an
action for divorce, etc. Section is deemed the exclusive remedy for the entry of such a judgment and that
section require only an application to the court â€” as plaintiff has done by the instant motion â€” and not an
independent action as suggested by the defendant. Since the Connecticut divorce judgment is now to be
regarded as a domestic judgment CPLR b , plaintiff properly applied for this relief. The court is not disposed
to deny plaintiff this relief, inasmuch as the fact and the amount of these arrears are not in dispute and the
underlying divorce judgment has been validly filed in accordance with the provisions of the Uniform
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act. Under the circumstances, the court thinks not. Here, the underlying
foreign judgment has been filed, the accompanying affidavit is in proper form except for the amount of the
arrears and this minor defect has been cured by virtue of the notice otherwise given to the defendant as to
these arrears. Nonetheless, both remedies would be available if plaintiff had so requested them, in enforcing
the payment of arrears. The Connecticut divorce decree, having been properly filed pursuant to article 54 of
the CPLR, is now to be considered as a domestic judgment for all purposes and may be enforced in the same
manner as a domestic judgment CPLR b. Wage deduction in accordance to Personal Property Law Section b
and posting of security in accordance to DRL Section are two such enforcement devices. However, both
remedies are discretionary with the court, whether being imposed as to arrears or as to future payments. In
light of the fact that defendant had been making full payments for over two years, that his reduced one-half
payments are of recent origin albeit continuous, that defendant is a professional man with an alleged
substantial practice and that this matter is before this or any New York court for the first time, the court, in its
discretion, is not convinced that resort to wage deduction or posting of security is necessary. Also, the plaintiff
is granted leave to renew her motion for a wage deduction and the posting of security, in the event the
defendant fails to honor either or both of these conditions, For similar reasons, and because of the relief
granted above as to the arrears, the court in its discretion also denies that branch of the order to show cause
seeking to hold the defendant in contempt, but without prejudice to its renewal by the plaintiff in the event the
other relief proves unavailing. According to defendant, this proceeding is not one of the enumerated instances
in DRL section in which counsel fees may be awarded. The proceeding is properly before the court pursuant to
article 54 of the CPLR. If you have questions regarding this case or yours, call our toll free number or visit
any of our offices. Our legal experts live to serve. Child Support and Divorce Published on:
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3: Title A, Â§A: Spousal support
NOTES AND COMMENTS Domestic Relations-Consent Judgments for Alimony-Subsequent Modification and
Enforcement by Contempt It appears that in the area of consent judgments in North Carolina.

The dissolution of a marriage may be a traumatic experience, and your attorney or attorneys, are well aware of
the emotional involvement of the parties. Though we are not behavioral specialists, we attempt to relieve your
anxiety by attempting to assist in solving the problems which confront you during these proceedings. In order
to properly represent you, it is absolutely necessary for you not only to provide us with the facts concerning
your case, but we must know your wishes and we welcome your viewpoints. Withholding information from
your lawyer may affect the outcome of your case, so we advise you to be completely candid with us. Please be
fully advised that although we will counsel and advise you throughout the entire proceedings, the final
decision regarding your case must be made by you. Never agree to something you do not understand or
something you feel you are forced to agree to. Your consent to an agreement must be voluntarily made, after
consultation with your attorney. After an agreement is placed upon the record, it is extremely difficult to
vacate. Finally, as your representatives, we are here to advise and inform you, cite the options and alternatives
available to you, process your divorce matter, assist you in decision-making, and cooperate with you in
attempting to obtain the best possible results for you. If the parties reach a final settlement on all issues, fault
is not a factor. If there is a dispute as to alimony, property, support, visitation, or custody, fault may become
an active ingredient in resolving these issues. That is the reason your attorney may go over with you a history
of the indiscretions of the parties. In Ohio, we have provided also for Legal Separation actions, which are
generally seldom processed. The procedure is basically the same as in a divorce matter, except that neither
party may remarry. Further, the law provides that if one party institutes a Legal Separation suit, and the other
party files for divorce, the court will only consider the case as a divorce matter and cannot enter Judgment of
Legal Separation. Divorce Procedure The initial filing of a divorce case may include the following documents:
This notifies the other spouse that a lawsuit has been filed and that he or she has 28 days to respond. This
document states the names of the parties, where, when, and by whom you are married, names and birthdays of
children if any , length of residence in county and state, date of separation, grounds for divorce, a statement as
to property, and the relief requested a party must reside in Ohio for days and in the county where suit is filed
for at least 90 days. Proof of Service is filed with the Court when service is made. Only requested where
needed to restrain spouse from committing certain acts. Your attorney will explain this procedure to you in
detail and ask if you want an such an Order. This may be obtained for temporary custody, support, etc. An
objection timely filed to the Ex Parte Order will usually result in a quick hearing on the matter. Affidavit of Ex
Parte Order. A sworn statement that the facts stated in order to obtain the Ex Parte Order are true. After the
Complaint and Summons are served, the Defendant may file an Answer to the Complaint, which is, in effect, a
paragraph by paragraph response to the Complaint. Once the Answer is filed, the case is contested in some
jurisdictions a Praecipe must be filed with the Answer. The Defendant may desire not only to answer the
Complaint, but desire to file his or her own Complaint. This is known as a Counterclaim and this must be
answered by the Plaintiff. Temporary orders for custody, support, alimony, mortgage payments, medical
payments, visitation, restraining orders and other relief may be requested at any time between the time you
start your case and a Judgment of Divorce is entered. A temporary restraining order restrains a party from
doing something. There is typically a restraining order restraining a party from selling, disposing or
dissipation of assets. Temporary orders of child support are usually based on a state formula. Generally,
alimony is based on needs and ability to pay. The life-style of the parties is also taken into consideration. In
regard to child custody disputes, there are many factors listed in the child custody act. The procedures and
preparations of such a case are much too involved for this discussion and are left to further discussions with
your attorney. The Court may also award temporary fees to assist a party with their costs of obtaining counsel.
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This relief is usually obtained in the same way as any other motion and may be part of a motion requesting
other relief, but the Court rarely grants these motions. We also attempt to find the net worth of the parties and
the general financial status of the family. Interrogatories may be sent out requiring answers under oath from
the recipient, which may, in part, request complete financial data. Depositions may be taken with consent of a
client to obtain further information from the other spouse or those that have the needed information. If
settlement is not reached, the Court may appoint a mediator to help resolve the matter or the parties may agree
to a mediation. If no agreement is reached, the mediator files a report with the Court and the case goes back on
the regular trial docket. If settlement is reached, the parties will be asked to sign a property settlement form
containing the provisions of the settlement, or they may be asked to approve the final Judgment. Further, the
parties may be required to approve the settlement in Court, before the Judge, after it is placed on the record. It
will also contain clauses dealing with such matters as alimony, custody, child support, visitation, insurance,
dower rights, property settlement and other miscellaneous clauses. If a settlement has been reached, you must
carefully read and examine this Judgment, and have your attorney explain it to you before you approve it.
Some factors considered by the Court when awarding alimony may include: The past relations and conduct of
the parties. The length of the marriage. The ability of the parties to work. The source and amount of property
awarded to the parties. The age of the parties. The ability of the parties to pay alimony. The present living
situation of the parties. The needs of the parties. The health of the parties. The prior standard of living of the
parties and whether either party is responsible for the support of the other. Generally, Judgments of Divorce in
which alimony is not granted must either expressly reserve the question of alimony or rule that neither party is
entitled to alimony, and that the Court will not reserve jurisdiction to ever grant alimony. Regular or periodic
alimony is usually taxable to the recipient, and is deductible by the payor. The phrase "payment until death"
must be part of the alimony clause, if it is to be considered as taxable alimony. This type of alimony is not
subject to a bankruptcy action. It may also have qualifying clauses such as "payable until remarriage or
cohabitation. As tax laws and their interpretation continually change, as well as State laws and their
interpretations, your attorney cannot guarantee any tax consequences resulting from your divorce proceedings.
Alimony is usually paid through the CSED. This enables a party to obtain an accurate record of these
payments. Also, it makes it easier to request assistance from the State in the event that payments are not
forthcoming, or if a spouse denies receiving said payments. Enforcement of regular or periodic alimony
payments is usually instituted by an Order to Show Cause. The procedure will be explained to you by your
attorney, upon request. Regarding health care provisions, your attorney will explain to you, upon request, your
options including your right, if applicable, to elect COBRA Health Care. The parties may agree that the
non-custodial parent shall have this allowance and enter this agreement into the Judgment. Child support is
always modifiable. Child support is usually ordered, until the minor child reaches the age of 18 years, or
graduates from high school, so long as the minor child regularly attends high school on a full-time basis with a
reasonable expectation of completing sufficient credits to graduate from high school while residing on a full
time basis with the payee of support or at an institution, but in no case after the child reaches nineteen 19 years
of age, or until further order of the Court. Enforcement of payments in instituted by an Order to Show Cause.
The Judgment may state that general visitations are granted and leave it up to the parties to decide the dates, or
specific visitation hours and dates may be written into the Judgment. If long distance must be traveled to
exercise this visitation, some arrangements can be made concerning the cost of same. Enforcement of
visitation rights is by an Order to Show Cause. To permanently move the child from the State, the custodial
parent must petition the Court for an Order granting same. There is also a provision in the law for the makeup
of visitations that have been wrongfully denied, and contempt of court action against the offending parent that
can lead to a fine or jail term. If settlement is not reached, the matter will be decided by the court after a trial is
concluded. Again, you are advised that you must be absolutely sure that you understand and accept the
settlement as written, or placed on the record in open court, as property settlements are not modifiable, except
in cases of fraud, clerical error, mistake, or gross unfairness in the initial trial. If your property includes
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retirement or pension plans, then you may exercise your rights under the Qualified Domestic Relations Order
procedures. Property settlements are enforceable through provisions provided in the Judgment, by execution,
show cause, garnishment, etc. These procedures may be further discussed with your attorney. In determining
property issues, the court will usually consider the following: Duration of marriage; Contributions of the
parties to the marital estate; Age of the parties; Life status of the parties; Necessities and circumstances of the
parties; Earning abilities of the parties; Past relations and conduct of the parties; and General principles of
equity. There is sole custody and shared parenting. The basis for determining child custody is "what is in the
best interest of the child". Due to the extensive nature of custody disputes and the laws involved, this subject is
best left to an in-depth discussion with your attorney. A party involved in a child custody matter should
become acquainted with, study and be prepared to discuss the following factors enumerated in the Child
Custody Act: The love, affection, and other emotional ties existing between the parties involved and the child.
The capacity and disposition of the parties involved to give the child love, affection, and guidance and
continuation of the educating and raising of the child in its religion or creed, if any. The capacity and
disposition of the parties involved to provide the child with food, clothing, medical care and other remedial
care recognized and permitted under the laws of this State. The length of time the child has lived in a stable,
satisfactory environment, and the desirability of maintaining continuity. The permanence, as a family unit, of
the existing or proposed custodial home or homes. The moral fitness of the parties involved. The mental and
physical health of the parties involved. The home, school, and community record of the child.
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4: Post-Judgement Attorneys - Post-Divorce Alimony, Custody & Support Lawyers | JW
However, the Family Court Act and Domestic Relations Law both provide for mandatory attorney's fee awards in cases
of enforcement of orders and judgments for delinquent support. These are added to the amounts due and are directed to
be paid in lump-sum or periodic payments directly to the attorney.

Tweet Spousal Support and Alimony Spousal support, sometimes known as alimony, is a form of financial
support awarded to one spouse after a divorce. Fault in the breakdown of the marriage is not generally taken
into consideration by a court when deciding whether to award spousal support, as alimony is not meant to
punish anyone, but merely to correct the potentially unfair effects of a divorce and the consequent breaking up
of what had previously been a financial partnership. Alimony is fundamentally about financial fairness. The
concept behind alimony is that one spouse may have given up training or a career to support the other spouse
or maintain the home or raise children. To allow the spouses to now separate and expect them to be
independently responsible for their maintenance would be unfair to the spouse that sacrificed potential
livelihood to support the other spouse. One spouse may have dropped out of college or taken a long career
break that could be detrimental to future earning potential to support the other. It is therefore reasonable to
expect the beneficiary spouse to compensate the sacrificing spouse through payments of alimony in reasonable
amounts and for a reasonable time. This presentation will look at the various types of spousal support,
examine how and when spousal support awards are modified or terminated and consider the tax effects of
spousal support for both the payor and recipient spouses. How are spousal support awards determined? There
is no uniform approach to the determination of spousal support awards. Still, there are some factors common
to the determinations made by most courts, including: The longer the duration, the more reasonable it is to
assume that one spouse sacrificed earning potential for the other. Therefore, the longer the duration, the more
likely and more significant alimony awards will be. The greater the disparity between the relative incomes of
the spouses, the greater the alimony award. If one spouse has an impairment on his or her earning capacity,
that militates in favor of his or her need and therefore a greater reward. The more time that the sacrificing
spouse will need to obtain the necessary employment training, the longer the alimony award is likely to last.
This factor reflects the idea that alimony should not impose an undue hardship on the paying spouse. The
purpose of permanent periodic spousal support is to minimize the hardship of the substantial decrease in
quality of life in the amounts awarded will be governed by this principle. William and Martha were married
for 25 years, until they divorced this past December. Both worked as engineers prior to the marriage, but after
getting married, Martha became a stay-at-home mom. Six months after the divorce, an engineering firm hires
Martha as a part-time engineer, where she commutes to the office and works three days per week.
Undoubtedly, a court could view that income as a substantial change in circumstances. Courts have a great
deal of leeway to set the length of time a spousal support award should operate for and when it should
terminate. Permanent periodic spousal will terminate if either the payor or recipient spouse dies or if the
recipient spouse remarries. Rehabilitative Rehabilitative spousal support is becoming more widely-adopted in
jurisdictions across the United States. To become self-supporting, the recipient spouse may use these
rehabilitative periodic payments to complete job training or education. Like periodic permanent support,
rehabilitative support can be modified upon a substantial change in circumstances. It also typically terminates
when the recipient spouse completes the rehabilitation process. Lump sum Lump sum spousal support is a
one-time award in lieu of periodic payments. More states are incorporating lump sum payments into their
divorce statutes, but courts still use this method in very rare circumstances. First, a lump sum payment ends
the spousal support discussion once and for all. It curtails the potential for hostile interactions between the two
spouses, and the need for enforcement because it is a final judgment and its executed at once. With skillful
managing and investing, it can provide greater benefits than fixed monthly payments. Reimbursement This
form of court-ordered payment is not necessarily a form of support. If the recipient spouse contributed to the
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financial resources of the payor spouse or financially supported the payor spouse during his or her time spent
obtaining a degree or professional license, then the recipient spouse can receive a fixed amount as a type of
reimbursement. This fixed sum is not modifiable. Spousal Support Awards and Income Taxes All four of these
types of spousal support awards have tax consequences for both the recipient spouse and payor spouse. The
federal tax treatment of alimony is directed by the Internal Revenue Code and couples cannot circumvent this
treatment through a court order or divorce agreement. Payor Spouse Unlike child support payments, spousal
support awards are deductible by the payor spouse and are treated by the recipient spouse as taxable income.
Conversely, alimony payments that are deductible by the payor spouse must be reported as taxable income by
the payee spouse. Alimony is form of equity. It is designed to ensure fairness and alleviate hardship for
divorcing spouses who may not be in position to support themselves. The rules and procedures involved in
establishing alimony all stem from this policy consideration.
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Court orders and judgments define how spouses' property and post-marital support are handled. New Jersey domestic
relations orders formalize alimony and child support payments and spousal property agreements.

If the Defendant wishes to contest the divorce, he or she must file an appearance within the return date. The
Summons and the Complaint must be served at least 12 days before the return date. The Return Date marks
the beginning of a day "cooling off" period. Even if the spouses agree, the divorce cannot be entered for 90
days. Complaint, JD-FM The Complaint identifies the parties, their children, gives the grounds for the divorce,
and stipulates what relief is sought. Served with the Summons, the Complaint comes with an attached to a
Notice of Automatic Orders, which prohibit dissipation of assets and stipulate that the parties exchange
"complete [and] sworn financial statements within 30 days of the return date. In that case, he or she is served
by certified mail or by publication. Appearance, JD-CL When the Defendant completes this form, the
Defendant insures that he or she will receive all filings pertinent to the case. If the Defendant does not file an
Appearance, the divorce may move through the courts as a default, with the Plaintiff getting everything he or
she asks in the Complaint. A Defendant may elect to file a Cross Complaint for a number of reasons, including
his or her opposition to the divorce, incorrect information in the complaint, disagreement about the reasons for
the marital breakdown, and a desire for a different outcome than the relief sought by the Plaintiff. Sometimes a
Cross Complaint is a preliminary to a contested action. He or she need not necessarily be receiving public
assistance to apply for the waiver. Motion for Temporary Orders When couples cannot reach agreement
during divorce negotiations, sometimes one or both files a Motion for Temporary Orders. These Motions and
Temporary Orders, may deal with relief from automatic orders, custody and child support pendente lite,
exclusive possession of family residence pendente lite, possession of personal property pendente lite, alimony
pendente lite, counsel fees and expert witness pendente lite. The form indicates the status of the case in one of
four categories: A Plaintiff schedules an uncontested divorce hearing by completing the Case Management
Agreement form. If it is not filed by the case management date, both spouses must appear. Judgment The
Judgment ends the marriage. It is a court order. The Judgment normally comes in one of two forms. They are
as follows: Financial Affidavit, JD-FM-6 Both spouses must complete Financial Affidavits, which profile their
weekly income and weekly expenses, liabilities and assets. The court reviews the Financial Affidavits in
conjunction with the Separation Agreement to determine the financial soundness of the agreement.
Withholding Order for Support, JD-FM-1 This form is used when alimony or child support is automatically
deducted from the paycheck of the Obligor and conveyed to the court, which mails the payment to the
recipient. Advisement of Rights This form is signed by the Obligor of any spousal or child support. It gives
him or her the right "to present any evidence Health Department Form, VS Completed by Plaintiff, this form
records the divorce for the vital records of the state. Military Affidavit This form must be used if the
Defendant does not file an answer and does not appear at the divorce hearing. The parents must attend this
program within 60 days of the Return Date of the action. Separation Agreement The Agreement describes and
defines the terms and conditions of the dissolution. At a minimum it 1 divides and distributes all assets and
liabilities, 2 establishes a parenting plan, including custody and visitation, 3 establishes the amount and
duration of alimony, if any, 4 arranges the payment of the divorce and 5 stipulates how and under what
conditions the agreement may change or terminate. Qualified Domestic Relations Order When the benefits of
a pension plan are divided as part of the marital settlement, the recipient must prepare a Qualified Domestic
Relations Order, which directs a plan administrator to pay a portion of a pension or profit sharing plan to the
alternate payee.
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A. General support may be awarded to provide financial assistance to a spouse with substantially less income potential
than the other spouse so that both spouses can maintain a reasonable standard of living after the divorce.

An order granting, denying or modifying spousal support must state: The type or types of support, if support is
awarded; [, c. The method or methods of payment, and the term and limitations imposed, if support is
awarded; [, c. If the support awarded is not, in whole or in part, subject to future modification; and [, c. The
factors relied upon by the court in arriving at its decision to award or deny spousal support, if the proceeding
was contested. Types of spousal support. The court may, after consideration of all factors set forth in
subsection 5, award or modify spousal support for one or more of the following reasons. General support may
be awarded to provide financial assistance to a spouse with substantially less income potential than the other
spouse so that both spouses can maintain a reasonable standard of living after the divorce. Exceptional
circumstances include, but are not limited to: Methods of payment; term and limitations. The order must state
the method or methods of payment that the court determines just, including, but not limited to, lump-sum and
installment payments. The order must also state the term of and any limitations on the award that the court
determines just, including, but not limited to: A limit on any increases or decreases in the amount of support; [,
c. A limit on any increases or decreases in the term of support; [, c. A limit on the method or methods of
payment of support; [, c. A limit on the payment of support related to the remarriage of the payee; and [, c. A
limit on the payment of support related to cohabitation by the payee. An award of spousal support issued
before October 1, is subject to modification when it appears that justice requires unless and to the extent the
order awarding or modifying spousal support expressly states that the award, in whole or in part, is not subject
to future modification. An award of spousal support issued on or after October 1, is subject to modification
when it appears that justice requires. The court shall consider the following factors when determining an
award of spousal support: The length of the marriage; [, c. The ability of each party to pay; [, c. The age of
each party; [, c. The employment history and employment potential of each party; [, c. The income history and
income potential of each party; [, c. The education and training of each party; [, c. The provisions for
retirement and health insurance benefits of each party; [, c. The tax consequences of the division of marital
property, including the tax consequences of the sale of the marital home, if applicable; [, c. The health and
disabilities of each party; [, c. The tax consequences of a spousal support award; [, c. The contributions of
either party as homemaker; [, c. The contributions of either party to the education or earning potential of the
other party; [, c. Economic misconduct by either party resulting in the diminution of marital property or
income; [, c. The standard of living of the parties during the marriage; [, c. The ability of the party seeking
support to become self-supporting within a reasonable period of time; [, c. Any other factors the court
considers appropriate. The court may use all necessary legal provisions to enforce its decrees. Real estate and
other property; life insurance and other security. Cessation upon death of payee or payor. An order awarding,
denying or modifying spousal support may provide that the award survives the death of the payee or payor, or
both. Unless otherwise stated in the order awarding spousal support, the obligation to make any payment
pursuant to this section ceases upon the death of either the payee or the payor with respect to any payment not
yet due and owing as of the date of death. Effect of no award or termination of spousal support. A final
judgment that does not award spousal support forever precludes such an award in that action. The complete
termination of a spousal support award pursuant to the terms of the award or a final post-judgment order
forever precludes the reinstatement of spousal support in that action. This section applies to: Orders granting
or denying spousal support entered on or after September 1, ; and [, c. The modification, termination and
enforcement of orders granting spousal support entered on or after September 1, The trial court may make,
modify or enforce an award of spousal support under this section while an action is pending, including while
on appeal. When it appears that justice requires, an order awarding spousal support is subject to modification
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to terminate spousal support when it can be shown that the payee and another person have entered into a
mutually supportive relationship that is the functional equivalent of marriage that has existed for at least 12
months of a period of 18 consecutive months. If you need legal advice, please consult a qualified attorney.
7: Domestic relations â€“ Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly
The use of a Qualified Domestic Relations Order (QDRO) is an often overlooked tool in the collection of child support
and alimony. While most family law attorneys are familiar with working with.

8: Family Law & Divorce | Lee County Clerk of Court, FL
writ, process, order, rule, judgment or command of the court or officer." In the principal case the court reasoned "the
right to alimony does not arise from any business transaction, but from the relation of marriage.

9: Collect Child Support, Maintenance, or Alimony with a QDRO â€”
Domestic Relations is a court related department that establishes and enforces child support, spousal, and alimony
pendent lite orders per the Pennsylvania State Guidelines.
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