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Visit Website Did you know? George Washington was initially reluctant to attend the Constitutional
Convention. Visit Website Soon after America won its independence from Great Britain with its victory in the
American Revolution , it became increasingly evident that the young republic needed a stronger central
government in order to remain stable. In , Alexander Hamilton , a lawyer and politician from New York ,
called for a constitutional convention to discuss the matter. The Confederation Congress, which in February
endorsed the idea, invited all 13 states to send delegates to a meeting in Philadelphia. There were 55 delegates
in attendance, representing all 13 states except Rhode Island , which refused to send representatives because it
did not want a powerful central government interfering in its economic business. Many had served in the
Continental Army, colonial legislatures or the Continental Congress known as the Congress of the
Confederation as of In terms of religious affiliation, most were Protestants. Eight delegates were signers of
the Declaration of Independence, while six had signed the Articles of Confederation. Political leaders not in
attendance at the convention included Thomas Jefferson and John Adams , who were serving as U. John Jay ,
Samuel Adams and John Hancock were also absent from the convention. Reporters and other visitors were
barred from the convention sessions, which were held in secret to avoid outside pressures. Debating the
Constitution The delegates had been tasked by Congress with amending the Articles of Confederation;
however, they soon began deliberating proposals for an entirely new form of government. After intensive
debate, which continued throughout the summer of and at times threatened to derail the proceedings, they
developed a plan that established three branches of national governmentâ€”executive, legislative and judicial.
A system of checks and balances was put into place so that no single branch would have too much authority.
The specific powers and responsibilities of each branch were also laid out. Among the more contentious issues
was the question of state representation in the national legislature. Delegates from larger states wanted
population to determine how many representatives a state could send to Congress, while small states called for
equal representation. The issue was resolved by the Connecticut Compromise, which proposed a bicameral
legislature with proportional representation of the states in the lower house House of Representatives and
equal representation in the upper house Senate. Another controversial topic was slavery. For the purposes of
taxation and determining how many representatives a state could send to Congress, it was decided that slaves
would be counted as three-fifths of a person. On September 17, George Washington was the first to sign the
document. Of the 55 delegates, a total of 39 signed; some had already left Philadelphia, and threeâ€”George
Mason and Edmund Randolph of Virginia , and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusettsâ€”refused to approve the
document. In order for the Constitution to become law, it then had to be ratified by nine of the 13 states. James
Madison and Alexander Hamilton, with assistance from John Jay, wrote a series of essays to persuade people
to ratify the Constitution. People who supported the Constitution became known as Federalists, while those
opposed it because they thought it gave too much power to the national government were called
Anti-Federalists. Beginning on December 7, , five statesâ€” Delaware , Pennsylvania, New Jersey , Georgia
and Connecticutâ€”ratified the Constitution in quick succession. However, other states, especially
Massachusetts, opposed the document, as it failed to reserve undelegated powers to the states and lacked
constitutional protection of basic political rights, such as freedom of speech, religion and the press. In
February , a compromise was reached under which Massachusetts and other states would agree to ratify the
document with the assurance that amendments would be immediately proposed. The Constitution was thus
narrowly ratified in Massachusetts, followed by Maryland and South Carolina. On June 21, , New Hampshire
became the ninth state to ratify the document, and it was subsequently agreed that government under the U.
Constitution would begin on March 4, On February 2, , the U. Supreme Court held its first session, marking
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the date when the government was fully operative. Rhode Island, the last holdout of the original 13 states,
finally ratified the Constitution on May 29, House of Representatives, introduced 19 amendments to the
Constitution. On September 25, , Congress adopted 12 of the amendments and sent them to the states for
ratification. Ten of these amendments, known collectively as the Bill of Rights , were ratified and became part
of the Constitution on December 10, The Bill of Rights guarantees individuals certain basic protections as
citizens, including freedom of speech, religion and the press; the right to bear and keep arms; the right to
peaceably assemble; protection from unreasonable search and seizure; and the right to a speedy and public
trial by an impartial jury. The most recent amendment to the Constitution, Article XXVII, which deals with
congressional pay raises, was proposed in and ratified in Through all the changes, the Constitution has
endured and adapted. However, as Benjamin Franklin said on the closing day of the convention in Start your
free trial today.
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I understand that there have been many such projects, but none successful so far. Today, I have the distinct
pleasure of bringing to your attention yet another such effort, but with its own unique features: Let me start by
providing you with some basic information about the country and the region. The country is only 51, km2 19,
sq. The official language is Spanish, although many speak English, especially the black segment. The main
exports are coffee, bananas, sugar, beef, and manufactures maquilas. Tourism is high and growing. The
distribution is bad and worsening. The political system is a two-party democracy, highly presidential, with
alternation in power between what is known as the social-democrats and the social-Christians. It is a socialist
society in which individuals rights are scorned. Despite relatively high ratings from Freedom House and the
Heritage Foundation, economic freedom is limited. It covers about 9, km2; and holds about , people, among
which you find: The region is essentially low land, tropical rain-forest type, with over " of rain per year. It is
hot and humid, rich in natural resources: The main economic activities are: It is the main port of the country.
Not all is rosy, however. The province is impoverished and riddled by unemployment, drugs, and other
problems. Currently, it presents a very disheartening picture. The housing deficit and unemployment and
sub-employment are very high. Household income is among the lowest in the country. A study determined
that in July, the average monthly income of a household of 4. Health services are inadequate: The
communication system is deplorable: The railroad, once the backbone of the transportation system and the
economy of the province has been paralyzed since The infrastructure for tourism is wanting. The project was
conceived with three main objectives in mind. First to prove to Latin Americans that liberty is not only
morally correct, but it also works. Bear in mind that the Latin American countries, in general, are statist,
interventionist, antiliberal and, obviously, poor states, in which individual rights are violated on a daily basis.
Economic freedom that leads to prosperity is hindered in many ways: Second, to provide a haven for
libertarians or freedom seekers from all over the world. First, it was chosen because of its poverty and
abandonment. In this regard, the objective of the project is to show that you can apply libertarian principles to
the worst of areas and turn it into something wonderful in no time. The power of liberty is unlimited. Second,
it was chosen because of the characteristics of the population. More than a years ago, the province was settled
by immigrants from Jamaica who traveled at high perils in search of freedom and prosperity. A large part of
the population is also made up by immigrants from Nicaragua, other Central American countries, and other
parts of Costa Rica, who are essentially seeking better economic opportunities. Native Indians comprise the
third-largest group. They have lived in the southernmost part of the province for thousands of years. For a long
time they have been demanding their right to self-determination and the end of interference from the central
government. Third, it was chosen because of its potential. It has all the ingredients necessary to become
another Hong Kong or Singapore. Let us take a look. It is inhabited by 2. Despite its lack of natural resources
and its complete dependence on the international market, it has become a prosperous industrial economy, and
its inhabitants have achieved standards of living that are the envy of many developing countries that are rich in
natural resources. Between and , per capita income in Singapore grew at an average annual rate of 8. What is
the basis of this economic miracle, almost unprecedented in the tropics? Remember, we are talking about a
tiny island devoid of natural resources, whose only asset is its strategic location. It all rests on the vision of
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew who, in , designed a development strategy based on the free market. He
stimulated a massive inflow of capital, know-how, management skills, engineers, and marketing specialists.
This strategy implemented precisely when Latin America was embracing protectionism and import
substitution generated employment and spectacular increments in the standards of living. It could also provide
financial, telecommunication, transport road and rail , port, and airport services. It has km of coastline and it is
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located in an area that makes conveyance by ship to or from the rest of the world very easy. It can provide port
services not only to the rest of the country, but to Nicaragua and Panama as well. By air, it is only 2.
Following is a selection of the statutes contained in the Declaration of Autonomy. They cover four areas:
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This New States Constitution denies most of the freedoms that you now enjoy This Awareness wishes to
inform entities that this New States Constitution denies most of the freedoms that you now enjoy, and while it
is worded in legal terminology to give it the appearance of creating something that will diminish crime and so
forth, it is also creating a police state such as the reserving of all powers now given in the New States
Constitution to the police. This Awareness indicates that this kind of phraseology as that which means
everything except what is covered in this Constitution, the police then can make up any rules they want for
any situation that is not covered in this document. That there are so many similar and tricky phrases in the
New States Constitution that there will be little room for anyone to move or have any rights of freedom,
including freedom of speech, assembly, etc. It gives the president a 9 year term in office, and senators also
have a long term. It creates a way of dealing with certain people whereby they are placed in insane asylum
situations if they are not cooperative and there is not a trial or remedy to give them the change to defend
themselves. It would allow entities who are political antagonists to be removed from society and treated by
psychiatric drugs or experimentation or given lobotomies or whatever else is prescribed for their social
redemption. It is a very frightening document if entities read between the lines as to what is being said in the
document, for there are ways of saying things that do not sound so bad until you stop to think about what was
left out or what can be implied from a general term. For example, it would allow private property to be taken
without due process. It would allow private property to be taken without reasonable payment. There are so
many areas in this that by leaving the word out, allows for all kinds of violations. Where it appears in the
reading that it is saying one thing favorable, such as a statement that property cannot be taken without
compensation, sounds like: They could give you ten cents for it and take your property under this constitution,
but if it were "just" compensation, they would have to pay you fair market price or something close to fair
market price. Thus, by leaving out a term here or there, this constitution appears to say one thing on the
surface, while in actually creates a means by which you have no rights and can have those rights taken from
you for little cost or little provocation. The goal is a corporate state concentrating economic, political and
social powers in the hands of a ruling elite. The Center, its first objective accomplished, has appointed
socialist-oriented University of Denver Chancellor Maurice B. Mitchell as its new head and may merge with
the Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies, a Colorado-based world government policy promotion agency.
Aspen Institute Chairman is Robert O. Anderson, chief executive officer, Atlantic Richfield Company;
member, Committee for Economic Development laid ground work for regional government , and advisory
board member, Institute for International Education. Anderson is the principal figure in campaign aimed at
seizing control of the National Rifle Association. Peter David Beter, political economist, author and lecturer
deceased In , the writing of a new constitution for America began, at a tax-exempt foundation with the
misleading name, Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions. The people who took it upon themselves to
write this new constitution on our behalf were, of course, not elected representatives, or in any other way our
representatives. As a tax-exempt foundation, they were able to do political work on what amounts to a subsidy
taken from your taxes, but you and I were never asked if we wanted a new constitution written. Indeed, only a
very tiny fraction of the people in the United States even know that it exists: The American people as a whole
are still in the dark about it, and this situation is deliberate. It is therefore truly a "secret" constitution. This
model constitution took ten years to write, drawing upon the efforts of more than people. A preliminary
version was published in and given exposure in limited circles. It is the fortieth draft. It has been made to
superficially resemble the government that we have now, so that we will not recognize it for what it is - until
too late. They are using every propaganda trick at their command to make us lower our guard. And they are
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about to put us all in a condition of economic desperation to persuade us to accept their cleverly disguised
dictatorship. Constitution, according to the Preamble, is intended to provide for justice, domestic tranquility,
common defense and general welfare, and to secure the blessings of liberty not only to ourselves, but to our
posterity These were the goals that shaped our Constitution. And this is the Constitution that enabled America
to become a great nation of free people. Instead of "justice and domestic tranquility", the new constitution
seeks only "good order" without defining what that means. The very first words are "So that we may join in
common endeavors" - and the body of the new constitution makes it clear that this means an end to individual
endeavors. Their new constitution is expressly states to be good only for a prescribed period of 25 years: No
reference is made in the Preamble to our defense or general welfare. The emphasis throughout their new
constitution is on the government - not on the people. And "self-repairing" means that the laws and
governmental structures can be continually changed and shifted to permit anything our rulers wish to do.
Article I is divided into two parts defining "Rights" and "Responsibilities. The responsibilities, however,
which are obligations of the citizen to the government, are absolute and unconditional. The 50 states we have
now become 10 in number. It is no accident that our federal government for the past several years has
managed its outlying activities through ten federal regions. These 10 new states will be completely subservient
to the federal government and creatures of it. Read The New States Review.
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Drafting a constitution for a nation or republic emerging into freedom. [Bernard H Siegan] -- Bernard H. Siegan describes
the terms and provisions that a constitution dedicated to the maintenance of a free society should contain, together with
the rationale and philosophy behind them.

Fundamental rights in the German Constitution Fundamental rights German: Grundrechte are guaranteed in
Germany by the Federal Constitution and in some state constitutions. They are subjective public rights with
constitutional rank which bind all authorities of the state. According to this regulation the Federal
Constitutional Court can be called not only because of a violation of fundamental rights, but also by violation
"of the rights set out in Article 20 paragraph 4 and Articles 33, 38, , and ". Since initially the Basic Law did
not apply for all of Germany, its legal provisions were only valid in its field of application German: This legal
term was frequently used in West German legislation when West German laws did not apply to the entirety of
Germany, as was usually the case. Article 23 of the Basic Law provided other de jure German states, initially
not included in the field of application of the Basic Law, with the right to declare their accession Beitritt at a
later date. Therefore, although the Basic Law was considered provisional, it allowed more parts of Germany to
join its field of application. As the Federal Republic could not itself declare the accession of another part of
Germany under Article 23, this provision could not be applied as an instrument of annexation ; nor could
accession under Article 23 be achieved by international treaty with third party states, although the Federal
Constitutional Court recognised that a future declared accession could be framed de facto as a compact
between the Federal Republic and the acceding state. It remained unclear whether accession under Article 23
could be achieved by a part of Germany whose government was not recognised de jure by the Federal
Republic, and if so how; but in practice this situation did not arise. Article 23, altered after , originally read as
follows: The Saar Treaty then opened the way for the government of the Saar Protectorate to declare its
accession to the West German state under Article 23, including the new Saarland into the field of application
of the Basic Law. The Saar held no separate referendum on its accession. With effect from 1 January the
Federal Republic regarded itself as including almost all of Western Germany such that the only "other parts of
Germany" to which Article 23 might be extended were now to the east; hence relinquishing all claims to those
western parts of the former German Reich that had been surrendered to France and Denmark. Little
Reunification with the Saar. The towns of Elten, Selfkant, and Suderwick, which had been occupied and
annexed by Netherlands in , were reunited with the Federal Republic in by means of an international treaty
without invoking Article Although the Basic Law, in its original form, maintained the continuing existence of
a larger Germany, "Germany as a whole"; nevertheless, the extent of the associated wider German national
territory is nowhere defined in the Basic Law, although it was always clearly understood that both East
Germany and Berlin were included. In its judgement of , confirming the constitutional validity of the Basic
Treaty between East Germany and West Germany, the Federal Constitutional Court justified the recognition
of East Germany as a valid German state, on the basis that this would enable the GDR in the future to declare
accession to the Basic Law under Article But the Court then explicitly acknowledged that this limited de jure
recognition of the GDR also implied acceptance of the constitutional power of the GDR in the interim to enter
into international treaties on its own account, naming in particular the treaty with Poland which confirmed the
transfer of the " Eastern Territories " to Polish sovereignty. The Communist regime in East Germany fell in
Following free elections the parliament of the GDR East Germany declared the accession of the GDR
according to Article 23 to the Federal Republic of Germany to come into effect on 3 October , making
unification an act unilaterally initiated by the last East German parliament. So, prior to the date of accession of
East Germany to the Federal Republic of Germany Article 23 was repealed, representing an explicit
commitment under Two-Plus-Four Treaty that, following the unification of East Germany, West Germany and
Berlin, no "other parts of Germany" remained in east or west to which the Berlin Republic might validly be
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extended. Rather than adopting a new constitution under Article of the Basic Law, the Bundestag Parliament
of Germany amended Article and the Preamble of the Basic Law to state that German unification had now
been fully achieved; while also adding a further clause 3 to entrench in the Basic Law the irreversibility of acts
of expropriation undertaken by the Soviet occupying powers between and Article 1, sentence 1: The
negotiations ended with the conclusion that a democratic and federal West German state was to be established.
With the specific request of a federal structure of a future German state the Western Powers followed German
constitutional tradition since the foundation of the Reich in A few days later they convened a conference of
their own on Rittersturz ridge near Koblenz. They decided that any of the Frankfurt requirements should only
be implemented in a formally provisional way. So the constitutional assembly was to be called
Parlamentarischer Rat lit. By these provisions they made clear, that any West German state was not a definite
state for the German people, and that future German self-determination and the reunification of Germany was
still on their agenda. The draft was prepared at the preliminary Herrenchiemsee convention 10 â€” 23 August
on the Herreninsel in the Chiemsee , a lake in southeastern Bavaria. On 1 September the Parlamentarischer Rat
assembled and began working on the exact wording of the Grundgesetz. The time of legal nonentity ended, as
the new West German state, the Federal Republic of Germany, came into being, although still under Western
occupation. Important differences from the Weimar Constitution[ edit ] Shielded from any public on the
secluded Herreninsel Isle of Lords [note 1] in a Bavarian lake the Constitutional Convention at
Herrenchiemsee , held in summer at the monastery Herrenchiemsee Abbey, draw up the draft for the basic
law, central part of the constitution of Germany. Basic rights are fundamental to the Basic Law, in contrast to
the Weimar Constitution , which listed them merely as "state objectives. Article 1 of the Basic Law in German
legal shorthand GG, for Grundgesetz , which establishes this principle that "human dignity is inviolable" and
that human rights are directly applicable law, as well as the general principles of the state in Article 20 GG,
which guarantees democracy, republicanism , social responsibility , federalism , and the right of resistance
should anybody undertake to abolish this order, remain under the guarantee of perpetuity stated in Article 79
Paragraph 3, i. The suspension of human rights would also be illegal under Articles 20 and 79 GG, as above.
The right to resist is permitted against anyone seeking to abolish constitutional order, if other remedies were to
fail under Article The government now depends only on the parliament. To remove the chancellor, the
parliament has to engage in a Constructive Vote of No Confidence Konstruktives Misstrauensvotum , i. The
new procedure was intended to provide more stability than under the Weimar Constitution, when extremists
on the left and right would vote to remove a chancellor, without agreeing on a new one, creating a leadership
vacuum. In addition it was possible for the parliament to remove individual ministers by a vote of distrust,
while it now has to vote against the cabinet as a whole. Article 32 of the Basic Law allows the states to
conduct foreign affairs with states with regards to matters falling within their purview, under supervision of
the Federal Government. Consequently, following the death of Hitler in and the subsequent capitulation of the
German Armed Forces, the national institutions and constitutional instruments of both Nazi Germany and the
Weimar Republic were understood as entirely defunct, such that the Basic Law could be established in a
condition of constitutional nullity. The intention of the framers of the Basic Law was that this court would
range widely against any tendency to slip back toward non-democratic ways; "a strict but benevolent guardian
of an immature democracy that cannot quite trust itself". The Basic Law places at its head its guarantee of
inviolable fundamental rights. Initially it was intended to limit these to classic formulations of civil freedoms,
as with equality before the law, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of occupation and freedom
of religious conscience. It was not until that constitutional protection was extended against discrimination on
grounds of disability; while protection against discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation remains
unspecified within the Basic Law. Legal status of Germany[ edit ] Main article: Legal status of Germany As
adopted by West Germany in as an interim constitution, the preamble of the Basic Law looked forward
explicitly to a future free and united German state; "The entire German people is called upon to accomplish,
by free self-determination, the unity and freedom of Germany. Adoption of a constitution under Article would
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have implied that the legal validity of a unified German State would rest on "a free decision by the German
people" as a whole. They argued furthermore that international conventions constraining occupying powers in
wartime from enforcing fundamental changes of governmental system, economic system or social institutions
within the territory under their controlâ€”the Hague Regulations of Land Warfare and the Geneva
Conventions â€”did not apply; and could not apply, as the termination of Nazi Germany and the total
Denazification of German institutions and legal structures had been agreed by the Allied Powers as absolute
moral imperatives. From the s onwards however, a school of German legal scholars developed the alternative
view that the Allies had only taken custody of German sovereignty while the former German state had been
rendered powerless to act; and that consequently, once a freely constituted German government had come into
being in the form of the Federal Republic, it could resume the identity and legal status of the former German
Reich without reference to the Allied Powers. Initially, the constitution of the German Democratic Republic
adopted a mirror image version of this claim; in being framed in anticipation of a future all-German
constitution on its own political terms; but all references to a wider national German nation were removed in
constitutional amendments in and , and from that date the GDR maintained that from there had existed two
entirely separate sovereign German states. Constitutional institutions[ edit ] The Basic Law established
Germany as a parliamentary democracy with separation of powers into executive , legislative , and judicial
branches. The executive branch consists of the largely ceremonial Federal President as head of state and the
Federal Chancellor , the head of government, normally but not necessarily the leader of the largest grouping in
the Bundestag. The judicial branch is headed by the Federal Constitutional Court , which oversees the
constitutionality of laws. However, the German President has a role which is more than ceremonial. It has also
a "political reserve function" for times of crisis in the parliamentary system of government. While every
minister governs his or her department autonomously, the Chancellor may issue overriding policy guidelines.
The Chancellor is elected for a full term of the Bundestag and can only be dismissed by parliament electing a
successor in a "constructive vote of no confidence".
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United States Declaration of Independence On June 4, , a resolution was introduced in the Second Continental
Congress declaring the union with Great Britain to be dissolved, proposing the formation of foreign alliances,
and suggesting the drafting of a plan of confederation to be submitted to the respective states. Independence
was declared on July 4, ; the preparation of a plan of confederation was postponed. Although the Declaration
was a statement of principles, it did not create a government or even a framework for how politics would be
carried out. It was the Articles of Confederation that provided the necessary structure to the new nation during
and after the American Revolution. The Declaration, however, did set forth the ideas of natural rights and the
social contract that would help form the foundation of constitutional government. The era of the Declaration of
Independence is sometimes called the "Continental Congress" period. John Adams famously estimated as
many as one-third of those resident in the original thirteen colonies were patriots. Scholars such as Gordon
Wood describe how Americans were caught up in the Revolutionary fervor and excitement of creating
governments, societies, a new nation on the face of the earth by rational choice as Thomas Paine declared in
Common Sense. Republican government and personal liberty for "the people" were to overspread the New
World continents and to last forever, a gift to posterity. These goals were influenced by Enlightenment
philosophy. The adherents to this cause seized on English Whig political philosophy as described by historian
Forrest McDonald as justification for most of their changes to received colonial charters and traditions. It was
rooted in opposition to monarchy they saw as venal and corrupting to the "permanent interests of the people.
Property requirements for suffrage for men were reduced to taxes on their tools in some states. Free blacks in
New York could vote if they owned enough property. New Hampshire was thinking of abolishing all voting
requirements for men but residency and religion. New Jersey let women vote. In some states, senators were
now elected by the same voters as the larger electorate for the House, and even judges were elected to
one-year terms. These " radical Whigs " were called the people "out-of-doors. Crowds of men and women
massed at the steps of rural Court Houses during market-militia-court days. Shays Rebellion is a famous
example. Revolutionary Congress[ edit ] The government of the First and Second Continental Congress, the
period from September to March 1, is referred to as the Revolutionary Congress. Beginning in , the substantial
powers assumed by Congress "made the league of states as cohesive and strong as any similar sort of
republican confederation in history". Hylton and again in Penhallow v. Articles of Confederation The Articles
of Confederation was unanimously adopted in Over the previous four years, it had been used by Congress as a
"working document" to administer the early United States government, win the Revolutionary War and secure
the Treaty of Paris with Great Britain. Lasting successes prior to the Constitutional Convention included the
Land Ordinance of whereby Congress promised settlers west of the Appalachian Mountains full citizenship
and eventual statehood. Governmental functions, including declarations of war and calls for an army, were
supported in some degree for some time, by each state voluntarily, or not. The British refused to negotiate a
commercial treaty in because the individual American states would not be bound by it. Congress could not act
directly upon the States nor upon individuals. It had no authority to regulate foreign or interstate commerce.
Every act of government was left to the individual States. Each state levied taxes and tariffs on other states at
will, which invited retaliation. Congress could vote itself mediator and judge in state disputes, but states did
not have to accept its decisions. British officers on the northern boundaries and Spanish officers to the south
supplied arms to Native American tribes, allowing them to attack American settlers. The Spanish refused to
allow western American farmers to use their port of New Orleans to ship produce. None paid what they were
asked; sometimes some paid nothing. Congress appealed to the thirteen states for an amendment to the
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Articles to tax enough to pay the public debt as principal came due. Twelve states agreed, Rhode Island did
not, so it failed. Repeatedly, one or two states defeated legislative proposals of major importance. Seven of the
thirteen states printed large quantities of its own paper money, backed by gold, land, or nothing, so there was
no fair exchange rate among them. State courts required state creditors to accept payments at face value with a
fraction of real purchase power. The same legislation that these states used to wipe out the Revolutionary debt
to patriots was used to pay off promised veteran pensions. The measures were popular because they helped
both small farmers and plantation owners pay off their debts. It imposed a tightly limited currency and high
taxes. Without paper money veterans without cash lost their farms for back taxes. This triggered Shays
Rebellion to stop tax collectors and close the courts. Troops quickly suppressed the rebellion, but nationalists
like George Washington warned, "There are combustibles in every state which a spark might set fire to. Seven
amendments to the Articles of Confederation were proposed. Under these reforms, Congress would gain "sole
and exclusive" power to regulate trade. States could not favor foreigners over citizens. Congress could charge
states a late payment penalty fee. A state withholding troops would be charged for them, plus a penalty. If a
state did not pay, Congress could collect directly from its cities and counties. There would have been a
national court of seven. No-shows at Congress would have been banned from any U. Delegates from five
states gathered to discuss ways to facilitate commerce between the states and establish standard rules and
regulations. At the time, each state was largely independent from the others and the national government had
no authority in these matters. Because so few states were present, delegates did not deem "it advisable to
proceed on the business of their mission. They desired that Constitutional Convention take place in
Philadelphia in the summer of New York and others hesitated thinking that only the Continental Congress
could propose amendments to the Articles. The "Federal Constitution" was to be changed to meet the
requirements of good government and "the preservation of the Union". Congress would then approve what
measures it allowed, then the state legislatures would unanimously confirm whatever changes of those were to
take effect.
6: History of the United States Constitution - Wikipedia
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