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1: Eaglesmere / Surprise Lake Loop
Eaglesmere Lakes is a hiking adventure located in or near Silverthorne, CO. Enjoy & research Silverthorne, Colorado
with trail guides, topo maps, photos, reviews & GPS routes on www.enganchecubano.com Eaglesmere Lakes, located
near Silverthorne, Colorado is a mile hiking trail.

Off Leash before the Wilderness Boundary at 2. It is near the popular Cataract Lake and so is probably a mob
scene in the summer, but on Memorial Day weekend, we were the only people on the trail. The hiker travels
through Aspens all the way to the ridge. Here, the leaves rustled in a slight breeze and birds sang their homage
to spring. The warm sun and solitude were cathartic after our abysmal winter. The trail became very narrow
after the Wilderness Boundary The route to the trailhead is tricky, once you depart Highway 9 out of
Silverthorne and onto Forest Road The road around Green Mountain Reservoir is a dirt road cut into a hill
side. While not particularly treacherous, but it is one-lane in places and twisty. Your passenger car can make
it, but you should go slow and keep an eye out for others. The intersection with the Gore Range Trail.
Eaglesmere does have its own trailhead. This is not as obvious on the National Geo map, which make it look
like you start out at Cataract Lake. This is not true. The trail starts off in an expansive Aspen grove, which
stays with the trail all the way to the top of the ridge. As the trail climbs, views of Cataract Lake come into
view. A constant companion is Eagles Nest Mountain 13, ft , which dominates the view to the south. Near the
top of the ridge, Sage Brush take over and the rocky outcrops through which Cataract Falls travel are clearly
visible. Shortly thereafter one can glimpse Tipperary Lake across the gorge. The snow was not everywhere but
seemed perversely attracted to where we needed to go. We post holed at every step, usually up to our knees
and occasionally up to our waists. I finally had to put on pants legs to keep my skin from being sliced by the
ice crystals. Even though the trail was hot, we ran into snow around 3 miles in, and by the intersection of the
Gore Range Trail, we were seriously post holing. After struggling onwards for only another tenth of a mile
and ft of elevation gain, we decided to turn around. I could see the lakes on the GPS map, but it was taking us
a half hour for every 10th of a mile. At times we were sinking up to our waists. I really hate not reaching a
destination, but it was already late in the day and the going would be just as slow coming down. I liked this
trail enough that I know I will return and get a photo of the lakes. I am thinking fall might just be the time of
year to do this trail. The Aspens really are lovely.
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2: Gore Trail, Cataract Lake, Eagles Nest Wilderness Area
Eaglesmere Lake is comprised of two small lakes separated by an isthmus, both ringed by thick timber and open marsh.
Trail Map | Photo Gallery While the lake is rather nondescript, the Eaglesmere Trail is compelling for views over Lower
Cataract Lake, Cataract Falls, surrounding peaks and abundant aspen.

August 19, at 5: Perry September 1, at We were hoping to get dropped off at Needle creek south by the train
from Durango around 11 on the 21st and make it to the Elk Creek point north by 2pm on the 25th. Grant
October 18, at 9: Lots of animals, and we even saw pine martens. I recommend doing it the opposite way
though: The uphill is way more gradual this way. A side trip to lakes Nokoni and Nanita is well worth an extra
night in the backcountry. Jack Hadley November 7, at 9: I would check with the park rangers about the trip
before heading out, or consider postponing your trip until late July or August. Janet Ruiz January 22, at What
is the total elevation of the hike? Steve January 25, at It helps me acclimate. Drink a lot of water as well.
Emmett February 17, at 3: The hike would start on 3rd or 4th week of September. Wondering if this is too late
to be enjoying this area. The hike will be days. Any thoughts on the weather at the proposed date? Howard
Evans February 20, at 2: Thinking max of ft. Amanda March 4, at 7: The more scenery, the better, but I realize
there still may be a decent amount of snow along most of these loops during that time. If anyone has specific
recommendations that I can get to within a half day from Denver, it would be much appreciated! Winston
April 19, at 5: Will the snow be gone by then? Is there camping at Eaglesmere Lakes? Is there camping at
Surprise Lake? Any other cautions to look for? Tom June 24, at 8: JK October 24, at 2: Check out the Lost
Creek Wilderness loop. Cool scenery somewhat reminiscent of a scaled down Yosemite. Relatively low
altitude overall. Very different from the high alpine Colorado scenery and climate though. Otherwise, also
consider the Chicago Basin via Durango-Silverton railroad. Not a loop per se but how many times in your life
will you get dropped off and picked up by an authentic narrow gauge steam train in the middle of no where
Weimuche Wilderness? Also, three 14ers can be accessed via the Chicago Basin: Eulos, Sunlight and
Windom. Lots of options, have fun, and take your traces with you. What are some great winter hikes?
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3: 3 Days on the Eaglesmere/Surprise Lake Loop - MileStepper Trip Plan
Eaglesmere Lakes is a mile moderately trafficked out and back trail located near Silverthorne, Colorado that features a
lake and is rated as moderate. The trail offers a number of activity options and is best used from February until
November.

Two of the lakes, Upper Cataract and Mirror, lie just below the north side of Eagles Nest Peak, the rugged
13,foot peak for which the wilderness was named. The Eagles Nest is but one of six local summits that extend
along the jagged summit ridge for almost a mile, giving the crest the appearance of a serrated knife blade.
Further south along the ridge, 1. Mount Powell was named after Major John Wesley Powell, who in became
the first known man to reach its summit. Nevertheless its timber and water resources have long been coveted
by special interests, and local conservation groups faced a daunting political battle in the mids when they
fought to have the Gore Range protected from development. Department of Transportation had to redesign and
reroute I south around the southern tip of the Gore Range. The citizens prevailed, and the Eagles Nest
Wilderness Area was created in The forest is surprisingly open near the bottom of the trail, with large open
meadows and scattered groves of aspen. But after walking a mile or so you will begin to see fewer aspen and
more spruce. There are an unusual number of fallen trees in the upper conifer forest, but the Forest Service has
done a good job of cutting them away from the trail itself. When you reach the Gore Trail turn right, and
within 0. Surprise Lake is small-only about yards across-but because it is so close to the trailhead it is a
popular destination for day hikers. You may even see a few tents there. The trail continues upward through
dense forest for 1. You will also be able to see Cat Lake from here, feet below the trail. Turn left and within a
few minutes you will be on the north shore of the lake. There are a number of nice campsites around Cataract
Lake, the fishing is reasonably good, and the views of Eagles Nest Peak are marvelous. All things considered
it is a great place to spend a night. Upper Cataract is very popular, however, and during the summer it is often
crowded. If you crave more solitude there are also some nice campsites at Cat Lake, just north of the main
trail. Mirror is also a very pretty lake with a nice view of the Eagles Nest from its western shore. The trail to
the lake is a pleasant walk through open forest with about feet of elevation gain. There are also some nice
places to camp on the northwest side of the lake if you want to extend your trip. After you have seen Mirror
Lake you will have to retrieve your packs at Cataract and retrace your steps for 2. When you reach the junction
turn left and proceed in a westerly direction. The trail descends gradually for 1. Tipperary is feet below the
main trail, and the descent is quite steep. There are a few campsites at the lake but, unfortunately, Tipperary is
a favorite among horseback riders, and there is a great deal of horse manure around the campsites. I suggest
you continue on for another 0. Cataract Creek is a very scenic spot along the Gore Trail to stop for the night,
and there is a great camping spot just before the trail crosses the creek. You will have to bear right here when
you return to Lower Cataract, but first take off your packs and continue along the Gore Trail for another 0.
These lakes are very popular with day hikers. About 20 minutes from the junction you will come to a swampy
area where a small sign points the way up a shallow drainage that leads to the lakes. You will come to the first
lake about feet from the main trail, and the second lake will appear soon afterward. The second is the nicer of
the two. After you recover your pack at the junction it is another 2. You will notice that this section of trail is
in much better condition than the Gore Trail. As you descend you will begin to see more lodgepole pine and
aspen, and finally large open areas with fine views over Lower Cataract Lake. Notice the waterfall above the
south end of the lake. This is Cataract Falls, after which the creek and the lake were named. Also, one cannot
help but notice the unusual abundance of mariposa lilies along this part of the trail. These are the stunning
cup-shaped flowers on tall slender stems with three white petals surrounding a yellow interior. When you
reach the Eaglesmere Trailhead it is an easy 0. The book includes more text, more photographs, and trail
maps. If you are interested in a supplemental map of the Cataract Lake area we recommend:
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4: Eaglesmere-Surprise Lake Loop Hiking Trail, Vail, Colorado
Eaglesmere Lakes. The trail maintains a steady climb through aspen and pine forests, eventually reaching a clearing
offering views down to Lower Cataract Lake and the Lower Blue Valley beyond.

East of Silverthorne is the Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness which includes mountains and ridges between
Ptarmigan Peak to the south and Ute Peak to the north. Because wilderness areas do not allow motor vehicles
or mountain bikes see below , they provide visitors with a special opportunity to enjoy unspoiled scenic areas
and wildlife away from the crowds. Twenty three back-country trails that provide access to the beautiful
wilderness areas near Silverthorne are described below. Following descriptions rely heavily on information
made available by the Dillon Ranger District of the U. In Silverthorne, the Blue River Trail runs 3. These
groomed and maintained trails are open to cross-country skiing and snow shoeing. For more information
including trailhead location and parking click here. Forest Service trail number. Most of these trails are largely
or partly in wilderness areas. See regulations below that apply to hiking in designated wilderness areas. In the
winter, the lower 2 miles of this trail is an excellent snow shoe or cross-country ski route. Hiking the last 1.
Views of the Gore Range from this trail and from the summit of Ute Peak are outstanding. There is no parking
for horse trailers at the trailhead. The trail climbs steeply for 2. A left turn north on the Ptarmigan Peak Trail
and an additional 3. A right turn south on the Ptarmigan Peak Trail takes you about 1. Gore Range views are
excellent throughout from this trail. In the summer, the lower portion of the trail has many interpretive
placards that identify plants including wild flowers. Boulder Lake â€” Lower. This trail is accessed from the
Rock Creek summer trailhead, where there is room to park horse trailers. See Rock Creek Trail below. The
lake offers marvelous views of the Gore Range and often also of water fowl, osprey and moose. Boulder Lake
â€” Upper. This trail begins on the north side of Boulder Lake. See the route to Boulder Lakeâ€”Lower. The
trail continues for 2. The last half of this trail is faint and little used. The solitude and scenery are special on
this trail. Trailhead parking is on the left at ft. Take the Buffalo Cabin Trail to a trail intersection after 0.
Continue on the trail beyond the cabin on a most difficult climb of 1. Cataract Lake Loop - Lower. After mile
marker turn left onto Heeney Road County Rd. The loop trail around Cataract Lake can be taken clockwise or
counterclockwise. There is a spectacular waterfall above the southwest end of the lake. However, there is no
trail to the waterfall. The hillsides around the lake offer some of the best wild flower viewing in Colorado,
particularly between May and mid-July. The lake is also popular for fishing and picnicking. The highest point
on the trail is at ft. Cataract Lake â€” Upper. Follow this road for 2. Most of this trail 62 is in the Eagles Nest
Wilderness Area. The trail climbs through aspen groves into fir and spruce forest, and intersects with the Gore
Range Trail 60 after about 3 miles. To reach Upper Cataract Lake, continue another 0. Turn left on this trail
and continue for 2 more miles to Upper Cataract Lake at 11, ft. The lake is spectacularly nestled against the
rocky cliffs of the Eagles Nest ridge which soars above at over 13, ft. A hike of another half mile with a
descent on the Mirror Lake Trail takes you to Mirror Lake at ft. After mile marker , bear left on County Road
30 Heeney Rd. Make the sharp left turn on to a dirt road and drive a bit over 2 miles passing Cataract Creek
Campground on the left. The trail winds through aspens and wildflower meadows with some marvelous views
of the valley to the south. Tipperary Lake is seen across the valley. Turn right west here following the Gore
Range Trail. Continue left past the next junction sign for a short hike to the two Eaglesmere Lakes. This hike
is especially beautiful in the fall. One can make this a ten-mile loop hike by returning to the Gore Range Trail
and continuing on it to the east to Tipperary Lake and further east to Surprise Lake. Note the interesting
geology on the way down to the Surprise Lake Trailhead, where you will need to make a short uphill walk to
your car in the Eaglesmere Lakes trail parking lot. This circle tour has an elevation gain of ft. Follow GCR 10
for 6. Stay on FDR 23 for about 1. The trail starts at 11, ft. Wildflowers usually peak on the ridge in mid-July.
Elevations attained on the trail range from 9, to 11, ft. The trail is open to hiking, cross country skiing and
snowshoeing, horse riding and camping. Access to the trail is described in detail on the web site: The trailhead
is on the left at the south end of a long, flat meadow at about ft. After the first mile, the trail climbs for another
2. A left turn south on the Gore Range Trail after about 1. Start the hike at the signed Lily Pad trailhead. The
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trail is relatively flat with great views as you approach the Lake. Of course this option requires a car shuttle.
To access both trailheads, drive 27 mi. Turn left on Spring Creek Rd. To reach the Gore Range TH: Bear left
at this junction onto Road To reach the Mahan L. Bear right at this junction onto Road Mahan Lake is 12
acres in area and has good fishing. At the third stop light continue straight ahead up the hill on Buffalo
Mountain Rd. Trailhead parking is on the right side of Aspen Rd at ft. Willow Falls, which is on South Willow
Creek at 10, ft. Beyond the falls the main trail takes you into a beautiful mountain bowl, and with further
climbing you can attain Red Buffalo Pass 11, ft. Willow Falls can also be reached from the Willow Creek
trailhead. Many other trails connect to the Mesa Cortina Trail. For a map of these trails and their connections
see: Get in the right lane and turn right on Tanglewood Rd, then right again on Ptarmigan Rd. Continue for
about 0. The trail starts at ft. The next 2 mi. The Ptarmigan Peak trail intersects the upper end of the Angler
Ranch Trail at about 2 mi from the trailhead. The last roughly 2. Climb the hill for 1. The parking lot adjacent
to the main Rock Creek Road at about ft. For the summer trail head, continue on the dirt road beyond the
winter parking lot most suitable for SUVs for 1. Because of heavy traffic, it is recommended that horses not
use this road. A right turn here goes to Boulder Lake see above. Continuing straight ahead on the Rock Creek
Trail for about 1 mi takes you to an old mine building in a meadow on the left. Most cross country skiing and
snow shoe groups turn near this point. Thereafter the trail steepens and ends at the abandoned Boss Mine at
about 10, ft.
5: Eaglesmere Trail #61 Hiking Trail, Silverthorne, Colorado
Eaglesmere Lakes Trail is in the northern Gore Range, part of the Rocky Mountains in the U.S. state of Colorado. It is
located in the Eagles Nest Wilderness, Summit County. Eaglesmere Lakes Trail is north of Interstate 70, west of
Highway 9, north of Silverthorne and near Heeney.

6: Eagles Mere, Pennsylvania Trails & Trail Maps | www.enganchecubano.com
Take a left to remain on the Gore Range trail and take a short side trip to the Eaglesmere Lakes. Side trip to the
Eaglesmere Lakes: (adds about miles for round trip) Eaglesmere is the namesake for the access trail to the loop so it is
hard to think of the lake as a side trip to the loop, but still here we are.

7: Eaglesmere Lakes Trail #61, Summit County Colorado Hiking Trails
Turn right (west) onto the Gore Trail and walk to the next junction (unmarked) where you turn left for a short southbound
hike to the two Eaglesmere Lakes. The first lake, the smaller, is.

8: Eaglesmere Lakes Trail - Wikipedia
Surprise/Eaglesmere Loop Professional Review and Guide "This loop trail, which visits four lakes, can be hiked in a long
day, broken into shorter segments, or done as a backpack.

9: Surprise Lake Trail - Wikipedia
This is a great loop through the Eagle's Nest Wilderness using the Eaglesmere Trail #61, Gore Range Trail, and
Surprise Lake Trail # The Eaglesmere Trail starts at a small trailhead that has legitimate parking for fewer than 10 cars.
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