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This study considers parallel issues in revenge tragedies of the early seventeenth-century and violent cinema of the last
thirty years. It offers a series of provocative explorations of death, revenge and justice, and gender and violence.

Several strikes and meetings were organized by anti-Soviet political organizations in Tbilisi. The conflict
between the Soviet government and Georgian nationalists deepened after the so-called Lykhny Assembly on
March 18, , when several thousand Abkhaz demanded secession from Georgia and restoration of the Union
republic status of â€” In response, the anti-Soviet groups organized a series of unsanctioned meetings across
the republic, claiming that the Soviet government was using Abkhaz separatism in order to oppose the
pro-independence movement. The protests reached their peak on April 4, , when tens of thousands of
Georgians gathered before the House of Government on Rustaveli Avenue in Tbilisi. The protesters, led by the
Independence Committee Merab Kostava , Zviad Gamsakhurdia , Giorgi Chanturia , Irakli Bathiashvili, Irakli
Tsereteli and others organized a peaceful demonstration and hunger strikes, demanding the punishment of
Abkhaz secessionists and restoration of Georgian independence. Moments before the attack by the Soviet
forces, the Patriarch of Georgia Ilia II addressed the demonstrators asking them to leave Rustaveli Avenue and
the vicinity of the government building due to the danger which accumulated during the day after appearance
of Soviet tanks near the avenue. The local Georgian militsiya police units were disarmed just before the
operation. She was dragged out of the area by her mother who was also attacked and wounded. This
particularly violent attack was recorded on video from the balcony of a building located on the other side of
the avenue. Groups of Soviet soldiers were reported to chase individual victims, rather than dispersing the
crowd. Autopsies conducted on the victims concluded the direct cause of death of all those who died, with the
exception of one case of serious skull and brain injury, was suffocation asphyxia caused by both the
compression of the body and the inhalation of chemical substances. Tass described the demonstrators as
stirring interethnic strife and calling for the overthrow of the Georgian government. President Gorbachev
slammed "actions by irresponsible persons" for loss of life. He said that the disturbances sought to overthrow
the Georgian government and stir ethnic tension in Georgia. Foreign ministry spokesman said that the clashes
were sparked by "die-hard nationalists, extremists and political adventurists who are abusing democratization
to the detriment of our new policy of openness and of our very society. The next day, Georgian TV showed
the bodies of the 19 women violently killed, demonstrating alleged brutality by the Soviet soldiers, as the
faces of the deceased women were hard to identify due to the facial injuries and blows to the head. The Soviet
government blamed the demonstrators for the death of the 20 people, claiming that they had trampled each
other while panicking and retreating from the advancing Soviet soldiers. It condemned the military, which had
caused the deaths by trying to disperse demonstrators. Please help improve this section by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. April Learn how and when to remove
this template message Photos of the April 9, Massacre victims mostly young women on a billboard in Tbilisi.
On April 10, in protest against the crackdown, Tbilisi and the rest of Georgia went out on strike and a day
period of mourning was declared. People brought massive collections of flowers to the place of the killings. A
state of emergency was declared, but demonstrations continued. The government of the Georgian SSR
resigned as a result of the event. Moscow claimed the demonstrators attacked first and the soldiers had to repel
them. Legacy[ edit ] The April 9 tragedy radicalised Georgian opposition to Soviet power. A few months later,
a session of the Supreme Council of Georgian SSR, held on November 17â€”18, , officially condemned the
occupation[ citation needed ] and annexation of Democratic Republic of Georgia by Soviet Russia in This
syndrome was characterized by the reluctance of military officers and soldiers to take any tactical decisions or
even obey orders without a clear trail of responsibility to a higher authority. On April 9, the second
anniversary of the tragedy, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Georgia proclaimed Georgian sovereignty
and independence from the Soviet Union. A memorial to the victims of the tragedy was opened at the location
of the crackdown on Rustaveli Avenue on November 23,
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Early Modern Tragedy and the Cinema of Violence is a highly original study that considers two genres set four hundred
years apart - revenge tragedies of the early seventeenth-century and violent cinema of the last thirty years.
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introduced to us bearing the skull of his beloved, poisoned by the lustful duke after she refused to surrender herself to
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