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William Caxton was the first Englishman to learn to use a printing press. The Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye was his
first printed book, and the first book printed anywhere in English.

Some people think that printed book is no longer necessary in this digital era as all writings can be stored
electronically. Others think that printed books still play important roles. Discuss both these views and give
your own opinion. In the digital revolution, with the advance of phones and tablets, e-books have become a
popular reading tendency. In fact, people differ greatly in their views as to whether or not the printed books
would be superseded by the e-books. I personally think that the traditional paper books will be still of
necessity, but the digital books will have advantageous more in some cases. No doubt that the physical books
could actually give people a feel to what they are reading. The feel, which simply is the sense of ownership or
even the unique smell of the pages, is seen as a motivation encouraging people to read and think in-depth. To
be more specific, if a reader holds a paper book, they easily can note, draw, highlight, mark, remind and so on.
Thus, the book could become easier to understand and remember. In addition, this visualization and
summarization of content also enhance re-reading of the reader to acquire more deeply knowledge. However,
the printed books have some cons, such as it is bulky to carry around-loss of mobility, less economical and
susceptible to environmental damage due to paper production. The aforementioned disadvantages of
traditional books are the advantages of e-books. The most salient merit of this is conveniently accessible for
the user. E-readers now can be read practically anywhere on anything. Particularly, the digital books provide
an excellent opportunity to access more knowledge for more people thanks significantly cheaper than the
paper books. When e-books appeared, that have meant no postage, no heavy suitcases full of books, no
waiting weeks for books from Amazon, or lost books. Overall, my stance is that printed books and e-books are
not mutually exclusive. Books in whatever format a person uses are invaluable tools for learning, passing on
knowledge and philosophies, and entertainment. Oct 10 I personally think that the traditional paper books will
be still of necessity, but the digital books will have advantageous more be more advantageous in some cases.
To be more specific, if a reader holds a paper book, they can easily can note, draw, highlight, mark, make a
note remind and so on. In addition, this visualization and summarization of content also enhance re-reading of
the reader to acquire more deeply.
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Sumerian clay tablet , currently housed in the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago , inscribed with
the text of the poem Inanna and Ebih by the priestess Enheduanna , the first author whose name is known [1]
Clay tablets were used in Mesopotamia in the 3rd millennium BC. The calamus, an instrument in the form of a
triangle, was used to make characters in moist clay. People used to use fire to dry the tablets out. At Nineveh ,
over 20, tablets were found, dating from the 7th century BC; this was the archive and library of the kings of
Assyria , who had workshops of copyists and conservationists at their disposal. This presupposes a degree of
organization with respect to books, consideration given to conservation, classification, etc. Tablets were used
right up until the 19th century in various parts of the world, including Germany, Chile, Philippines and the
Saharan Desert. Many clay tablets have been found that show cuneiform writing used to record legal contracts,
create lists of assets, and eventually to record Sumerian literature and myths. Scribal schools have been found
by archaeologists from as early as the second millennium BCE where students were taught the art of writing.
Papyrus Egyptian Papyrus After extracting the marrow from the stems of Papyrus reed, a series of steps
humidification, pressing, drying, gluing, and cutting produced media of variable quality, the best being used
for sacred writing. The script of Egyptian scribes was called hieratic , or sacerdotal writing; it is not
hieroglyphic , but a simplified form more adapted to manuscript writing hieroglyphs usually being engraved or
painted. Egyptians exported papyrus to other Mediterranean civilizations including Greece and Rome where it
was used until parchment was developed. Some books, such as the history of the reign of Ramses III , were
over 40 meters long. Books rolled out horizontally; the text occupied one side, and was divided into columns.
The title was indicated by a label attached to the cylinder containing the book. Many papyrus texts come from
tombs, where prayers and sacred texts were deposited such as the Book of the Dead , from the early 2nd
millennium BC. East Asia[ edit ] A Chinese bamboo book Before the introduction of books, writing on bone ,
shells, wood and silk was prevalent in China long before the 2nd century BC, until paper was invented in
China around the 1st century AD. The format of the book evolved with intermediate stages of scrolls folded
concertina -style, scrolls bound at one edge "butterfly books" and so on. Although there is no exact date
known, between and ADâ€”The period of the Tang Dynastyâ€”the first printing of books started in China.
This process was incredibly time-consuming. These were thought to have existed since the time of the
Classical Period between the 3rd and 8th centuries, CE. Many of these codices were thought to contain
astrological information, religious calendars, knowledge about the gods, genealogies of the rulers,
cartographic information, and tribute collection. Many of these codices were stored in temples but were
ultimately destroyed by the Spanish explorers. The Maya, along with several other cultures in Mesoamerica ,
constructed concertina-style books written on Amatl paper. Nearly all Mayan texts were destroyed by the
Spanish during colonization on cultural and religious grounds. One of the few surviving examples is the
Dresden Codex. Florentine Codex[ edit ] There are more than 2, illustrations drawn by native artists that
represent this era. The Florentine Codex speaks about the culture religious cosmology and ritual practices,
society, economics, and natural history of the Aztec people. The manuscript are arranged in both the Nahuatl
language and in Spanish. The English translation of the complete Nahuatl text of all twelve volumes of the
Florentine Codex took ten years. Anderson and Charles Dibble had a decade of long work but made it an
important contribution to Mesoamerican ethnohistory. Years later, in , the Mexican government published a
full-color volume of the Florentine Codex. Now, since , it is available digitally and fully accessible to those
interested in Mexican and Aztec History. The Florentine Codex is a 16th century ethnographic research study
brought about by the Spanish Franciscan friar Bernardino de Sahagun. The Florentine Codex consist of twelve
books. It is pages long but divided into the twelve books by categories such as; The Gods, Ceremonies,
Omens, and other cultural aspects of Aztec people. Wax tablets[ edit ] Woman holding wax tablets in the form
of the codex. Wall painting from Pompeii , before 79 AD. Romans used wax-coated wooden tablets or
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pugillares upon which they could write and erase by using a stylus. One end of the stylus was pointed, and the
other was spherical. Usually these tablets were used for everyday purposes accounting, notes and for teaching
writing to children, according to the methods discussed by Quintilian in his Institutio Oratoria X Chapter 3.
Several of these tablets could be assembled in a form similar to a codex. Also the etymology of the word
codex block of wood suggest that it may have developed from wooden wax tablets. Parchment Parchment
progressively replaced papyrus. Legend attributes its invention to Eumenes II , the king of Pergamon , from
which comes the name "pergamineum," which became "parchment. Made using the skins of animals sheep,
cattle, donkey, antelope, etc. It was a very expensive medium because of the rarity of material and the time
required to produce a document. Vellum is the finest quality of parchment. Greece and Rome[ edit ] The scroll
of papyrus is called "volumen" in Latin, a word which signifies "circular movement," "roll," "spiral,"
"whirlpool," "revolution" similar, perhaps, to the modern English interpretation of "swirl" and finally "a roll of
writing paper, a rolled manuscript, or a book. It is called codex by way of metaphor from the trunks caudex of
trees or vines, as if it were a wooden stock, because it contains in itself a multitude of books, as it were of
branches. This design allows only sequential usage; one is obliged to read the text in the order in which it is
written, and it is impossible to place a marker in order to directly access a precise point in the text. It is
comparable to modern video cassettes. Moreover, the reader must use both hands to hold on to the vertical
wooden rolls and therefore cannot read and write at the same time. The only volumen in common usage today
is the Jewish Torah. Anyone could have a text recopied, and even alter its contents. Scribes earned money and
authors earned mostly glory, unless a patron provided cash; a book made its author famous. This followed the
traditional conception of the culture: The status of the author was not regarded as absolutely personal. From a
political and religious point of view, books were censored very early: Generally, cultural conflicts led to
important periods of book destruction: Some Christians later burned libraries, and especially heretical or
non-canonical Christian texts. These practices are found throughout human history but have ended in many
nations today. A few nations today still greatly censor and even burn books. But there also exists a less visible
but nonetheless effective form of censorship when books are reserved for the elite; the book was not originally
a medium for expressive liberty. It may serve to confirm the values of a political system, as during the reign of
the emperor Augustus , who skillfully surrounded himself with great authors. This is a good ancient example
of the control of the media by a political power. However, private and public censorship have continued into
the modern era, albeit in various forms. Proliferation and conservation of books in Greece[ edit ] Little
information concerning books in Ancient Greece survives. Several vases 6th and 5th centuries BC bear images
of volumina. There was undoubtedly no extensive trade in books, but there existed several sites devoted to the
sale of books. The spread of books, and attention to their cataloging and conservation, as well as literary
criticism developed during the Hellenistic period with the creation of large libraries in response to the desire
for knowledge exemplified by Aristotle. These libraries were undoubtedly also built as demonstrations of
political prestige: It contained , volumes in the Museion section and 40, at the Serapis temple Serapeion. All
books in the luggage of visitors to Egypt were inspected, and could be held for copying. The Museion was
partially destroyed in 47 BC. The Library at Pergamon , founded by Attalus I ; it contained , volumes which
were moved to the Serapeion by Mark Antony and Cleopatra , after the destruction of the Museion. The
Serapeion was partially destroyed in , and the last books disappeared in CE following the Arab conquest. The
Library at Rhodes , a library that rivaled the Library of Alexandria. The Library at Antioch , a public library of
which Euphorion of Chalcis was the director near the end of the 3rd century. The libraries had copyist
workshops, and the general organisation of books allowed for the following: Conservation of an example of
each text Translation the Septuagint Bible , for example Literary criticisms in order to establish reference texts
for the copy example: The Iliad and The Odyssey A catalog of books The copy itself, which allowed books to
be disseminated Book production in Rome[ edit ] Book production developed in Rome in the 1st century BC
with Latin literature that had been influenced by the Greek. Conservative estimates places the number of
potential readers in Imperial Rome at around , people. Atticus was the editor of his friend Cicero. However,
the book business progressively extended itself through the Roman Empire ; for example, there were
bookstores in Lyon. The spread of the book was aided by the extension of the Empire, which implied the
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imposition of the Latin tongue on a great number of people in Spain, Africa, etc. Libraries were private or
created at the behest of an individual. Julius Caesar , for example, wanted to establish one in Rome, proving
that libraries were signs of political prestige. In the year , there were 28 libraries in Rome, and it is known that
there were many smaller libraries in other cities. Despite the great distribution of books, scientists do not have
a complete picture as to the literary scene in antiquity as thousands of books have been lost through time.
History of paper Papermaking has traditionally been traced to China about AD , when Cai Lun , an official
attached to the Imperial court during the Han Dynasty BC â€” AD , created a sheet of paper using mulberry
and other bast fibres along with fishnets , old rags, and hemp waste. An important development was the
mechanization of paper manufacture by medieval papermakers. Papermaking centres began to multiply in the
late 13th century in Italy, reducing the price of paper to one sixth of parchment and then falling further.
Manuscript culture and Illuminated manuscript The codex Manesse , a book from the Middle Ages By the end
of antiquity, between the 2nd and 4th centuries, the scroll was replaced by the codex. The book was no longer
a continuous roll, but a collection of sheets attached at the back. It became possible to access a precise point in
the text quickly. The codex is equally easy to rest on a table, which permits the reader to take notes while he or
she is reading. The codex form improved with the separation of words, capital letters, and punctuation, which
permitted silent reading. Tables of contents and indices facilitated direct access to information. This form was
so effective that it is still the standard book form, over years after its appearance.
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As a background study, we recommend that you first review our discussion of the Pre-Reformation History of
the Bible from 1, B. With the help of his followers, called the Lollards, and his assistant Purvey, and many
other faithful scribes, Wycliffe produced dozens of English language manuscript copies of the scriptures. They
were translated out of the Latin Vulgate, which was the only source text available to Wycliffe. The Pope was
so infuriated by his teachings and his translation of the Bible into English, that 44 years after Wycliffe had
died, he ordered the bones to be dug-up, crushed, and scattered in the river! The prophecy of Hus had come
true! Ironically, though he had created what many believe to be the most important invention in history,
Gutenberg was a victim of unscrupulous business associates who took control of his business and left him in
poverty. Nevertheless, the invention of the movable-type printing press meant that Bibles and books could
finally be effectively produced in large quantities in a short period of time. This was essential to the success of
the Reformation. The people were so hungry to hear the Word of God in a language they could understand,
that within six months there were 20, people packed in the church and at least that many outside trying to get
in! Fortunately for Colet, he was a powerful man with friends in high places, so he amazingly managed to
avoid execution. Erasmus In considering the experiences of Linacre and Colet, the great scholar Erasmus was
so moved to correct the corrupt Latin Vulgate, that in , with the help of printer John Froben, he published a
Greek-Latin Parallel New Testament. The Latin part was not the corrupt Vulgate, but his own fresh rendering
of the text from the more accurate and reliable Greek, which he had managed to collate from a half-dozen
partial old Greek New Testament manuscripts he had acquired. This milestone was the first non-Latin Vulgate
text of the scripture to be produced in a millenniumâ€¦ and the first ever to come off a printing press. The
Greek-Latin New Testament of Erasmus further focused attention on just how corrupt and inaccurate the Latin
Vulgate had become, and how important it was to go back and use the original Greek New Testament and
original Hebrew Old Testament languages to maintain accuracyâ€¦ and to translate them faithfully into the
languages of the common people, whether that be English, German, or any other tongue. Tyndale holds the
distinction of being the first man to ever print the New Testament in the English language. Tyndale was a true
scholar and a genius, so fluent in eight languages that it was said one would think any one of them to be his
native tongue. Luther, who would be exiled in the months following the Diet of Worms Council in that was
designed to martyr him, would translate the New Testament into German for the first time from the
Greek-Latin New Testament of Erasmus, and publish it in September of Luther also published a German
Pentateuch in , and another edition of the German New Testament in William Tyndale wanted to use the same
Erasmus text as a source to translate and print the New Testament in English for the first time in history. God
foiled their plans, and in the Tyndale New Testament became the first printed edition of the scripture in the
English language. They were burned as soon as the Bishop could confiscate them, but copies trickled through
and actually ended up in the bedroom of King Henry VIII. The more the King and Bishop resisted its
distribution, the more fascinated the public at large became. The church declared it contained thousands of
errors as they torched hundreds of New Testaments confiscated by the clergy, while in fact, they burned them
because they could find no errors at all. No longer would they control access to the scriptures. They could not
possibly continue to get away with selling indulgences the forgiveness of sins or selling the release of loved
ones from a church-manufactured "Purgatory". Salvation through faith, not works or donations, would be
understood. The need for priests would vanish through the priesthood of all believers. The veneration of
church-canonized Saints and Mary would be called into question. The availability of the scriptures in English
was the biggest threat imaginable to the wicked church. Neither side would give up without a fight. Any
copies printed prior to are extremely valuable. Books and Bibles flowed into England in bales of cotton and
sacks of flour. In the end, Tyndale was caught: Tyndale was incarcerated for days before he was strangled and
burned at the stake in Thus, the first complete English Bible was printed on October 4, , and is known as the
Coverdale Bible. He printed it under the pseudonym "Thomas Matthew", an assumed name that had actually
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been used by Tyndale at one time as a considerable part of this Bible was the translation of Tyndale, whose
writings had been condemned by the English authorities. It remains known most commonly as the
Matthew-Tyndale Bible. It went through a nearly identical second-edition printing in It became the first
English Bible authorized for public use, as it was distributed to every church, chained to the pulpit, and a
reader was even provided so that the illiterate could hear the Word of God in plain English. Seven editions of
this version were printed between April of and December of His motives were more sinisterâ€¦ but the Lord
sometimes uses the evil intentions of men to bring about His glory. His first act was to further defy the wishes
of Rome by funding the printing of the scriptures in Englishâ€¦ the first legal English Bibleâ€¦ just for spite.
She was possessed in her quest to return England to the Roman Church. Mary went on to burn reformers at the
stake by the hundreds for the "crime" of being a Protestant. This era was known as the Marian Exile, and the
refugees fled from England with little hope of ever seeing their home or friends again. John Calvin The New
Testament was completed in , and the complete Bible was first published in It became known as the Geneva
Bible. Due to a passage in Genesis describing the clothing that God fashioned for Adam and Eve upon
expulsion from the Garden of Eden as "Breeches" an antiquated form of "Britches" , some people referred to
the Geneva Bible as the Breeches Bible. John Knox The Geneva Bible was the first Bible to add numbered
verses to the chapters, so that referencing specific passages would be easier. Every chapter was also
accompanied by extensive marginal notes and references so thorough and complete that the Geneva Bible is
also considered the first English "Study Bible". William Shakespeare quotes hundreds of times in his plays
from the Geneva translation of the Bible. Between and at least editions of this Bible were published.
Examination of the King James Bible shows clearly that its translators were influenced much more by the
Geneva Bible, than by any other source. The Geneva in fact, remained more popular than the King James
Version until decades after its original release in ! The marginal notes, which were vehemently against the
institutional Church of the day, did not rest well with the rulers of the day. Another version, one with a less
inflammatory tone was desired, and the copies of the Great Bible were getting to be decades old. The Geneva
may have simply been too much to compete with. In , the Church of Rome surrendered their fight for "Latin
only" and decided that if the Bible was to be available in English, they would at least have an official Roman
Catholic English translation. And so, using the corrupt and inaccurate Latin Vulgate as the only source text,
they went on to publish an English Bible with all the distortions and corruptions that Erasmus had revealed
and warned of 75 years earlier. They knew that the Geneva Version had won the hearts of the people because
of its excellent scholarship, accuracy, and exhaustive commentary. However, they did not want the
controversial marginal notes proclaiming the Pope an Anti-Christ, etc. Essentially, the leaders of the church
desired a Bible for the people, with scriptural references only for word clarification or cross-references. This
"translation to end all translations" for a while at least was the result of the combined effort of about fifty
scholars. They took into consideration: From to the scholars engaged in private research. From to the work
was assembled. In the work went to press, and in the first of the huge 16 inch tall pulpit folios known today as
"The King James Bible" came off the printing press. A typographical discrepancy in Ruth 3: Starting just one
year after the huge pulpit-size King James Bibles were printed and chained to every church pulpit in England;
printing then began on the earliest normal-size printings of the King James Bible. These were produced so
individuals could have their own personal copy of the Bible. It was printed to compete with the Protestant
Geneva Bible, by authorities who throughout most of history were hostile to Protestantsâ€¦ and killed them.
Nevertheless, the King James Bible turned out to be an excellent and accurate translation, and it became the
most printed book in the history of the world, and the only book with one billion copies in print. In fact, for
over years He was commended by President George Washington for providing Americans with Bibles during
the embargo of imported English goods due to the Revolutionary War. In , Isaac Collins vastly improved upon
the quality and size of the typesetting of American Bibles and produced the first "Family Bible" printed in
America The widespread popularity of this modern-English translation brought with it another curious
characteristic: The original King James contained the Apocrypha, and King James threatened anyone who
dared to print the Bible without the Apocrypha with heavy fines and a year in jail. Only for the last years has
the Protestant Church rejected these books, and removed them from their Bibles. Bible by publishing the
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nearly-identical American Standard Version A. It was also widely-accepted and embraced by churches
throughout America for many decades as the leading modern-English version of the Bible. This New
American Standard Bible is considered by nearly all evangelical Christian scholars and translators today, to be
the most accurate, word-for-word translation of the original Greek and Hebrew scriptures into the modern
English language that has ever been produced. It remains the most popular version among theologians,
professors, scholars, and seminary students today. Some, however, have taken issue with it because it is so
direct and literal a translation focused on accuracy , that it does not flow as easily in conversational English.
For this reason, in , the New International Version N. It was meant to appeal to a broader and in some
instances less-educated cross-section of the general public. Critics of the N. This was an interesting marketing
ploy, however, upon discovering that this was not enough of a change for them to be able to legally copyright
the result, they had to make more significant revisions, which defeated their purpose in the first place. In , a
major attempt was made to bridge the gap between the simple readability of the N. This translation is called
the English Standard Version E. As Christians, we must be very careful to make intelligent and informed
decisions about what translations of the Bible we choose to read. Not all new translations are goodâ€¦ and
some are very bad. But equally dangerous, is the other extremeâ€¦ of blindly rejecting ANY English
translation that was produced in the four centuries that have come after the King James. We must remember
that the main purpose of the Protestant Reformation was to get the Bible out of the chains of being trapped in
an ancient language that few could understand, and into the modern, spoken, conversational language of the
present day. The Word of God is unchanging from generation to generation, but language is a dynamic and
ever-changing form of communication. We therefore have a responsibility before God as Christians to make
sure that each generation has a modern translation that they can easily understand, yet that does not sacrifice
accuracy in any way. That is called idolatry. We are called to worship the God who gave us the Bible, and
who preserved it through the centuries of people who sought to destroy it. We are also called to preserve the
ancient, original English translations of the Bibleâ€¦ and that is what we do here at WWW. The first written
Word of God:
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Records place it in the region of â€”, based on the fact that his apprenticeship fees were paid in Caxton would
have been 14 at the date of apprenticeship, but masters often paid the fees late. As other apprentices were left
larger sums, it would seem that he was not a senior apprentice at this time. There he was successful in business
and became governor of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of London. His trade brought him into contact
with Burgundy and it was thus that he became a member of the household of Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy ,
the third wife of Charles the Bold and sister of two Kings of England: This led to more continental travel,
including travel to Cologne , in the course of which he observed the new printing industry and was
significantly influenced by German printing. He wasted no time in setting up a printing press in Bruges, in
collaboration with a Fleming named Colard Mansion , and the first book to be printed in English was
produced in Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye , a translation by Caxton himself. In the epilogue of the book,
Caxton tells how his "pen became worn, his hand weary, his eye dimmed" with copying the book by hand, so
he "practiced and learnt" how to print it. These books appealed to the English upper classes in the late fifteenth
century. Caxton was supported by but not dependent on members of the nobility and gentry. Painter makes
numerous references to the year in his book William Caxton: Astor, chairman of the Press Council. He
translated a large number of works into English, performing much of the translation and editing work himself.
Caxton also translated 26 of the titles himself. His major guiding principle in translating was an honest desire
to provide the most linguistically exact replication of foreign language texts into English, but the hurried
publishing schedule and his inadequate skill as a translator often led to wholesale transference of French
words into English and numerous misunderstandings. Caxton was a technician rather than a writer, and he
often faced dilemmas concerning language standardisation in the books that he printed. He wrote about this
subject in the preface to his Eneydos. Caxton is credited with standardising the English language through
printingâ€”that is, homogenising regional dialects and largely adopting the London dialect. This facilitated the
expansion of English vocabulary, the regularisation of inflection and syntax , and a widening gap between the
spoken and the written word. Richard Pynson started printing in London in or and favoured what came to be
called Chancery Standard , largely based on the London dialect. Pynson was a more accomplished stylist than
Caxton and consequently pushed the English language further toward standardisation.
5: The best novels written in English: the full list | Books | The Guardian
'The slim, leather-bound book was printed in London in and contains details of the military commander's last will and
testament in French and English.' 'The idea is to print the circuits onto foil - the same way a newspaper is printed on
paper.'.

6: The New Life Mission - Free Christian Books
I agree that print, as an adjective is rather arcane, but it is a useful collective adjective embracing hard and soft cover
paper books, as opposed to digital books, and I prefer it to printed. - Dan May 11 '15 at

7: First English printed book
When e-books appeared, that have meant no postage, no heavy suitcases full of books, no waiting weeks for books
from Amazon, or lost books. Overall, my stance is that printed books and e-books are not mutually exclusive.

8: History of books - Wikipedia
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9: IELTS TASK 2: Printed Books Or E-Books
1. The Pilgrim's Progress by John Bunyan (). A story of a man in search of truth told with the simple clarity and beauty of
Bunyan's prose make this the ultimate English classic.
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