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This "predicament" was pronounced and would remain as long as Neo-Confucianism remained at the forefront of
intellectual discourse, for this was the case from the Song dyansty up until it was seriously questioned by the coming of
the West in the late Qing dynasty.

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a
wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase
productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. Columbia University Press, Escape from Predicament is
an ambitious attempt to correct the dominant theories about medieval Confucian thought. Its major positive
theses are hard to ferret out in the introduc- tion. They are initially presented through a contrast with standing
interpretive views which are typically adumbrated in the main exposi- tion to one or two core terms used by
his protagonists. The reader must constantly go to the lengthy chapter notes to see how Metzger construes the
alternative theories. Metzger takes the erroneous elements of the received view to be mainly an undue stress
on the radical discontinuity between traditional Chinese thought and modern post-Western Chinese thought.
Metzger argues that modern thought, both contemporary neo-Confucianism and Maoism, develop out of key
concerns of the Sung and Ming Confucian intellectual tradi- tion. This link, he says, had been ignored by both
humanist and behavioral accounts of Chinese thought. His description of the sense of predicament takes up
nearly half the book, so there is some risk of oversimplify- ing. But the following seem to be the key beliefs
which make up this sense of predica- ment and the escape from same. B They interpret the Mencian moral
psychol- ogy via Buddhist metaphysics-a universal mind. C These views yield with considerable scho- lastic
detail the "perception" that if we can "realize" our innate morality we "par- ticipate" in wielding the "creative"
power of the universe. D Thus moral omniscience translates into omnipotence as long as we conform to
cosmic principles. E However, the neo-Confucian philosopher must notice that although Confucianism is the
dominant political ideology in a dy- nasty with sufficient power to effect Con- fucian reforms, no utopia has
emerged. F Hence either there is no innate morality or there must be some difficulty in actualizing the innate
and hence of achieving the moral linkage with this cosmic mind power -this difficulty is the neo-Confucian
version of evil. Achieving the linkage depends on some form of intellectual grasping of the na- ture of the
link. Metzger does not stress enough the Buddhist character of this assumption-evil for the neo-Confucian, as
for the Buddhist, is translated into a form of ignorance or delusion-usually called "clouding" or "obscuring" in
the neo-Confucian theories. The elusive definitive characterization of the differences between Wang
Yang-ming and Chu Hsi lie in their formulations of the nature of the link. G The impact of Western
philosophy with its scientific rationality offers an account of the relation of understanding and power and
resurrects the possibility of wielding moral power over nature. This results in a surge of optimism in latter-day
neo-Con- fucians and in Maoists-the escape from predicament. Overall this is an intelligent and important
book. My major reservations center on the methodological theory which occupies a mani- festly central
position. The central idea of the methodology is routine enough-we should distinguish what is taken for
granted within a school and what is disputed. But the point is carelessly formulated. Presuppositions of quite
different logical types are all lumped together and called "perceptions" and only the disputed claims are
"claims. Political Theory and Methodology thinkers from centuries past using this tech- nique while ignoring
questions about the mean- ing, truth, and theoretical role of the sentences which fall in both
categories-concerns which Metzger castigates as "philosophical. The same unfortunate philosophical naivete
vitiates his treatment of many of his major themes which have philosophical con- tent, e. These are minor but
persistent annoyances in an otherwise superb survey of neo-Confucian thought. Oxford University Press, In
his latest contribution to this literature, Marxism and Politics, Ralph Miliband offers a popular overview of the
character and role of the state in capitalist society generally the staple of this kind of work and of the politics
that socialists do and should practice in both capitalist and post-capitalist societies. Of the two, the discus- sion
of socialist politics is a model of scholarly insight, critical balance and revolutionary good sense. In all these
matters-and more-the cool and careful gaze that Miliband brings to an area of Marxist politics that is generally
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domi- nated by sectarian squabbling merits our deep respect and thanks. Despite criti- cisms of his earlier
work by Poulantzas and others, however, Miliband continues to under- play not ignore the last of these
elements. Thus, though Miliband mentions various eco- nomic functions of the capitalist state, they are never
integrated into the organic processes of the capitalist mode of production. What the processes of capital
accumulation and the pro- duction of value require of the state, any capitalist state, if it is to succeed in
reproducing the conditions of capitalist existence, is never explained. For example, one never gets from
Miliband, as one does from Marx and his more dialectical followers, a sense of the workings of the whole
capitalist system from the vantage point of whatever aspect or sector is being examined. The result is a study
of politics as a sector of capitalist life as opposed to an expression of capitalist exis- tence , an extremely
competent study as far as it goes, but partial, one-sided and necessarily distorting. Only after the system in
which classes operate has been delineated, at least in broad outline, can one hope to say who falls into which
class. This is true not only because it is the whole This content downloaded from Self-Interest or Symbolic
Politics? A Case Study of the Uses of Patronage [pp. Assessing the Strategies of the Nixon Years [pp. Some
Empirical Findings [pp.
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3: Thomas Metzger (Author of Escape from Predicament)
A predicament escape is any form of magic trick or escapology stunt in which the performer is trapped in an apparently
dangerous situation and is required to escape from it.

4: Escape from Predicament: Neo-Confucianism and China's Evolving Political Culture by Thomas Metzger
Escape from Predicament has 3 ratings and 0 reviews: Published January 2nd by Columbia University Press, pages,
Paperback.

5: Predicament escape - Wikipedia
To send this article to your Kindle, first ensure no-reply@www.enganchecubano.com is added to your Approved
Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page
of your Amazon account.
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