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Get Full Essay Get access to this section to get all help you need with your essay and educational issues. Get
Access Understanding the Bible: Religion defines the ways of life and culture of people; hence, emphasizing
its influence among different people in the world Kalman, Religions have features and elements that guide
their faithful on how to live according to the precepts of the respective religion. Christianity is a religion with
followers the world over, and continues to influence the lives of its followers. The Bible is an important book
that contains the fundamental beliefs and truths about Christianity. Since its inception, the Bible has continued
to act as a pertinent medium of communicating the will of God to Christians. Christians have responded to the
Bible in different ways with a section of them arguing that it is hard to understand the meanings contained in
it, while others argue that the language used helps them to understand the meaning implied Montague,
Moreover, there are English words used in the Bible that have changed over time. This is attributed to the
translations and revisions that the Bible has experienced over the years. The cultural context of a Bible
translation has a significant influence in determining the choice of words used in books. How the language of
the Bible has been a hindrance in understanding its meaning Understanding the message and meanings of the
Bible is indeed dependant on various factors. The context of the text and the words used are pertinent in
helping understand the meaning implied. Without understanding the context, the words or phrases used in a
Bible text causes hindrances in comprehension. In my personal experience, the language of the Bible has been
both a hindrance and help in my understanding of the meanings and messages implied in respective texts. The
hindrance in understanding the message of the Bible stems from the complexity of the words or phrases used,
as well as failure to comprehend the context of the text. Theologians argue that in order to understand the
language of the Bible, it is imperative for readers to connect the context of the language with the words used
McQuilkin, Certainly, the lack of comprehending the context of bible texts and the words used has posed
immense challenges in my understanding of the implied message and meaning. The Old and New Testaments
of the Bible present different contexts and concepts about the Christian religion. The message of God does not
change, but the approaches used in communicating the message are different in various fronts; hence, making
it increasingly important for one to understand the language and context used in order to derive the intended
meaning. In my experience, I often find it a hindrance perceiving the message contained in some bible
passages, particularly because of the context used in the passages. Failure to grasp the intended meaning in the
respective text often causes confusion or distortion of the original meaning McQuilkin, There are phrases and
words in the Bible that bring confusion in understanding the intended meaning. The ability to comprehend the
meaning is hindered by the failure to connect the choice of words and the context of the text. An example of
the scriptures that create hindrances in understanding is 2nd Timothy 2: The words, rightly dividing the word
of truthâ€¦.. Personally, the words, rightly dividing raise confusion on where to place emphasis; clearly, there
is the possibility of ambiguity in the process of understanding the scripture. On one hand, the words might
imply the idea of dividing the word of God; while on the other hand, the words also imply the idea of handling
the word of truth in the right way. Based on the words used in the verse, it is evident that there is a dilemma in
the ability to understand the intended meaning. In reference to the verse, it is explicit that I find it difficult to
derive meaning from words and phrases that elicit sharp contrast in meaning. In such instances, the context of
the scripture; the previous verses and the verses immediately after the main verse are important in helping
extract the correct meaning. It is tricky to get the intended meaning without considering the other words in the
verse. After a critical understanding of the words used in the verse, it is certain that the scripture talks of
handling the word of truth correctly, as opposed to dividing the word of truth. The book of Revelation speaks
of the future; hence, it is difficult to understand some of the elements it portrays. The language used in the
book is not simplistic as in other books of the Bible. In my opinion, I perceive the book of Revelation to be the
most difficult to read and understand. Therefore, in order to grasp the message in the verse, it is pertinent to
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approach the text in relation to the background of the book of Revelation. From a critical view, it is apparent
that the message portrayed in the Bible stems from the context of the text as well as the background of the
book. For example, a historical book deems it necessary for a reader to apply the historical dimension of
comprehension, while a prophetic book like Revelation requires a reader to have a prophetic understanding.
Indeed, failure to put into consideration the context of the words and phrases in the Bible is a hindrance to
grasping the intended meaning of the words. An English word that has changed in meaning Bible translations
have increased over time, thus affecting the meaning of some words used in the Bible. The desire to reach out
to as many people as possible with the message of the Bible has prompted the need to have various versions
and translations of the Bible. The transitions that the Bible has faced in reference to translations have
influenced the change in meaning of some of the words used. For instance, in Philippians 4: The word careful
meant that one should not allow himself have anything troubling him. In other words, it challenges people to
avoid many cares in their lives. Over time, the word has changed and has being substituted with words like
anxious and worry. The use of the word anxious or worried appears to have a solid meaning as compared to
the word careful; hence, translations have been forced to shift the language used. Moreover, evaluating the
word from another angle, it is evident that the word careful might not bring out a simplistic understanding of
the text to some readers, thus prompting translators to find other words that can bring out a refined meaning.
Language shifts because of the cultural context of the translators of the Bible. Therefore, English words in
various Bible translations do not change in meaning because of being incorrect or inferior, but due to the
cultural influences that affect the language used in translation McQuilkin, Conclusion In conclusion, it is
notable to highlight that the Bible is a complex book that requires constant revisions to match with the
differing cultural differences in the world today. The words used in Bible translations are connected with the
culture of the language used in the translation. Thus, the choice of words is important in enabling readers to
comprehend the context of the text in the Bible. In addition, connecting the context of scripture and the words
or phrases used is significant in enhancing the ability to understand the message being relayed. In order to
avoid hindrances in comprehending the Bible, one should put into consideration the background of the text in
question. Understanding and applying the Bible.
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Excerpt from Essays in Biblical Interpretation His book does not claim to be a history of Biblical inter pretation. It is an
attempt to illustrate certain ways in which the Old Testament part of our Bible has been treated in the course of the
Christian centuries.

My Account Biblical interpretation assignment The purpose of this interpretation assignment is to provide you
with an opportunity to practice and hone your skills of biblical interpretation. The focus of this project is the
New Testament letters. Your Guide to Understanding and Applying the Bible pp. However, you really have to
get a good grasp of chapter one before moving on, because it is in chapter one that the authors give a detailed
explanation of the Interpretative Journey. After reviewing chapter one, and after carefully reading pages â€” in
Duvall and Hays, you should be ready to apply the four steps of the interpretative journey to Galatians 5:
Grasp the text in their town. During the first step of the interpretive journey, you will use your observation
skills to read the text carefully and discover what the text meant to the biblical audience. During this step you
will need to read about the cultural and historical background of the passage. For our purposes here, a good
study Bible along with Bible dictionaries and commentaries will give adequate background information on the
text under consideration Gal 5: During step 1 you will also identify the literary context of your Gal 5: You will
need to read the entire letter to the Galatians. It is preferable to read the letter in one sitting. After all, that is
how the NT letters were intended to be read. As you read through the letter, try to ignore the chapter and verse
divisions and read it as a literary unity. Think in terms of topical paragraphs as you read the letter. You will
then summarize the text in â€” words. In order to understand the literary context of Gal 5: You will notice that
different Bibles versions divide the paragraphs a bit differently, but go with the divisions I have given here.
After this exercise you will be able to state what your text meant to the first-century audience. Measure the
width of the river to cross. Step 2 of the interpretive journey is discovering the differences between the biblical
original audience and us today. We are separated from the biblical audiences whether OT or NT in time,
culture, language, situation, etc. These differences create a divide, a river as it were, that prohibits us from
making a direct move from the original context to our context. Consequently, step 2 is an essential process in
which you will discover the significant differences between our situation and that of the biblical audience
Duvall and Hays, You will also identify the unique aspects of the situation that is depicted in the biblical
passage. You will write, in 50â€”75 words, a description of the differences that define the width of the river
you need to cross. Cross the Principilizing Bridge. In light of how our situation is similar to and different from
that of the biblical audience, try to identify the theological principle or principles reflected in the text. The
theological principle will rise naturally out of the biblical text. It will be part of the meaning of the text and not
something you read back into the text. In order to decide whether you have truly discovered a theological
principle, ask yourself the following questions: Is this theological principle clearly reflected in the biblical
text? Is it timeless rather than tied to a specific situation? Is the principle culturally bound? Is it consistent with
the teaching of the rest of Scripture? Is it relevant to both the biblical audience and the contemporary
audience? Review the example in Duvall and Hays, pages 19â€” Write out the principle s in 50â€”75 words
using present-tense verbs. Grasp the text in our town. Now it is time to apply the theological principle that has
been derived from the biblical text to us today. While there may by only one theological principle in a biblical
passage, several applications may be appropriate. Ask yourself how individual Christians today should apply
the theological principle s in their lives. In â€” words, write out at least two real-life applications of each
principle. Follow the three elements below when deciding on these applications: Consider a scenario in
contemporary life that contains all the key elements of the principle. Make an application to today, keeping it
specific. The application should be both faithful to the meaning of the text and relevant to the contemporary
audience. Duvall and Hays provide an excellent example in this chapter of all four steps of the interpretative
journey using Phil 4: I have attached two papers that I wrote that shows my own writing style. The sources
must be from Scholarly Commentaries. Do you want your assignment written by the best essay experts? Order
now, for an amazing discount. Is this question part of your Assignment?
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Essays on Biblical Interpretation by Paul Ricoeur Paul Ricoeur was Professor of Philosophy and Theology in the Faculty
of Arts at Paris-Nanterre, then was the successor to Paul Tillich at the University of Chicago.
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Excerpt. His book does not claim to be a history of Biblical inter pretation. It is an attempt to illustrate certain ways in
which the Old Testament part of our Bible has been treated in the course of the Christian centuries.

We may contrast this with the past two centuries of biblical scholarship whose interests have been primarily
historical: Here the Biblical writings are treated as ancient artefacts which provide windows into the past
where they are firmly located, the differences between the ancient world and the contemporary world being
stressed. The model interpreter is the detached and objective historian, uninfluenced by theological interests or
doctrinal traditions that may distort or bias interpretation. It is the question of whether, when we have
understood, we can discern the ways in which that understanding could and should make a difference to the
way we view the world and conduct ourselves within it today. Its concerns are thus primarily theological, we
read in order to understand God, and ourselves and the world in relation to God. How then do we read the
Scriptures in order to be formed in this way? There is no consensus on this issue and Theological
Interpretation should not be straightforwardly associated with any particular approach. At present, no one
model of theological interpretation of the Bible holds sway in the church. What does it mean to read the
Scriptures as human writings? Human Discourse The Bible is clearly a collection of writings authored by
particular people, this fact is inescapable. Because of this they possess the characteristics of normal written
communication within which intention and context are crucial. The meaning of words, sentences, and larger
units of discourse is determined by what the author intends to communicate by them. An understanding of
every area of life from the family to the economy has the potential to shed light upon the text. As written acts
we must also pay close attention to their literary features. Divine Address In what sense are the Scriptures
divine in origin? Or were they simply adopted as suitable for his purposes? The biblical writings are not only
human acts of communication but together constitute a divine resource for shaping Gods people. The human
discourse is taken up in the divine purposes. In what way does God appropriate the human discourse of
Scripture? Can we distinguish between a human meaning and a divine meaning? For example, in Genesis In
both passages what is said is of vital importance for what it means to be faithful to God, but we cannot put
them both into practice. The various conflicting imperatives within the Bible require us to employ a
theological hermeneutic that shapes our appropriation of Scripture. How does the canonical context the
collection of writings within which a given text is located impact or shape our interpretation and appropriation
of particular texts? Fundamental to Theological Interpretation is the assumption that the Bible is not a
disparate collection of texts but a unified one. But what sort of unity does the Bible possess? It does not
possess a straightforward literary unity, for it consists of many otherwise separate writings that consist of a
multiplicity of different genres. Nor do they possess a strictly historical unity, for their origins stretch across
centuries and are the work of multiple authors. The unity of Scripture is primarily theological, but nevertheless
rooted in both the literary and the historical. It is the literary nature of the majority of the writings that
provides the key. At the centre of the Bible is a set of narratives that together tell a single coherent story. In an
important sense, the Bible is nothing less than the record of the actualization and ongoing promise of this
purpose of God in the history of the cosmos. It is the Biblical story that provides the context within which the
genres and writings find their proper context, and therefore every text needs to be read in relation to it and as a
part of it. But this is not so. Even though it is inescapable and necessary that we read from within our contexts,
[19] reading the Bible as Scripture will require that we place ourselves within the Biblical Story, so that seeing
the world through the vision of Scripture it may come to shape how we understand our context. We do not
read our stories into scripture, but make the scriptural story our story and tell our stories in the light of
scripture. We do not translate scripture into our categories but redescribe our experience in its categories. It
must provide the interpretive framework through which we view the world and the blueprint for how we
should live in it. It is then both vital for our understanding and appropriation of the Scriptures that we can
locate the writings and also ourselves at the appropriate place in the Biblical Story. Tom Wright suggests that
we see the Biblical story in terms of a five-act play: The need for interpretive virtues arises for two reasons.
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The first is the fact that human communication has the capacity to fail, we can and do misunderstand. This is
the result of the inherently contextual nature of communication. These aspects of ourselves often incline us to
interpret texts in particular ways. The second reason is our inclination towards self-justification and
self-direction, sin. Because of these we need to cultivate interpretive virtues such as honesty, openness,
attention, and obedience. We need to be open to inquiry subverting previously held interpretations. We need to
be responsible in applying the degree of attention that the text requires to be understood. Yet more
fundamental than these postures is the stance one takes towards the Bible as a whole. In accordance with the
purpose of Scripture the ultimate goal of Theological Interpretation is the formation of character which leads
to a life of worship, fellowship, and mission. The interpretive virtues and the appropriate stance of
commitment and trust are both a condition of and a result of the work of the Spirit as we interpret the
Scriptures. Biblical interpretation should always be framed by prayer, for it is God who brings about
transformation and who enlightens our hearts and not simply our minds, to the reality of God. Formed within
communities of faith and obedience, the majority of the Biblical writings are addressed to communities rather
than isolated individuals. It is within and to such contexts that they speak most clearly. Reading with the
church locally and globally allows us to hear different aspects of Scripture we would otherwise marginalize,
and see interpretive possibilities that do not occur to ourselves. Such dialogue will also help to guard us from
not seeing past the teaching of our pastor, a prominent author, or a denomination, scholar, or even our own
ideas. This is a virtue which is necessary within the context of dialogue and debate where the overturning of
previously held convictions can be an embarrassing event. This is the call of Scripture and this is the call of
God. Let us then engage in the task with God in prayer and let us do so together. It is only fitting that we end
with the address of Scripture itself: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of Godâ€”what is good and acceptable and perfect. What
is Theological Interpretation of the Bible? All human activity is intentional, and it remains the authority of the
author to claim what was intended by an act whether it is communicative in nature or not. The theoretical
problems with this are numerous, but the pragmatic problem is simple: This total biblical story is also the
context within which other biblical genres â€” law, wisdom, psalms, ethical instruction, parables, and so on
â€” are canonically placed. Story is the overarching category in which others are contextualized. More than a
rational exegetical decision, God must be allowed to challenge our very being and impact our world through
the text, if we have ears to hear. This concern suggests one understanding of the primacy of the interpretative
community. Intellectual elitism does not foster the character of Christ among us but instead breeds pride and
resentment. Green and Max Turner eds. Hearing The New Testament: Gorman, Elements of Biblical Exegesis:
Reading the Bible As Scripture. Treier, Introducing Theological Interpretation of Scripture: Recovering a
Christian Practice. Wright, The Mission of God:
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Enter your mobile number or email address below and we'll send you a link to download the free Kindle App. Then you
can start reading Kindle books on your smartphone, tablet, or computer - no Kindle device required.

I thought I would share my thoughts and challenge you to think through your own. While it was fairly easy to
point backwards to previous presuppositions, it was interesting to think through and codify current ones. What
do you bring to the Text? Especially in my spiritual journey, the Great Progressor has taken me through a
series of milestones that have influenced and shaped my Christian identity. Like any process, no single
variable has contributed to my evolution, and not one area has been left untouched. My spiritual roots are in
fundamentalist Christianity. Also, Sunday sermons were always inductive, expository events that delved
deeply into the Scriptures. But I also see how that experience shaped some basic, previous presuppositions: I
have had difficulty distinguishing allegorical narrative from literal history; for a while the Bible was viewed
and used as a manual for life, like a car manual or encyclopedia; prooftexting was a horrible vice, contributing
to poor theology and unnecessary burdens; and the freedom of living that comes in Christ was quenched by
reading into the text a conservative understanding of personal piety. Another influencer on my spiritual
development and means of handling the Scriptures was my experience at a Christian undergraduate university.
This particular institution had a series of rules that regulated behavior, regulations that were presented as
biblical and necessary for proper Christian living. This experience furthered my own misreading of Scripture
and worldview projections onto the text of the Bible; my training in picking out verses to support preferences
and my projection of preferences onto the Text was strengthened. Not until I moved to Washington, D. The
most recent milestone in my journey with Jesus and His Way came at the end of In answer to that prayer, He
brought me back to the centrality of Christ, in everything. Of my theology, doctrine, spirituality, ministry and
life, God called me to drop all preconceived notions, deeply held beliefs and practices in an effort to make
Jesus the most central figure. In so doing, I entered into a period of deconstruction and reconstruction, the
likes of which I had never experienced in my theology and spirituality. Even though I held to the fundamentals
of traditional Christian orthodoxy, I did reject and continue to re-understand my fundamentalist, evangelical
roots, including how I interpret and study the ancient Scriptures. Through the books and conversations of
many forward-thinking Christians, I began to look at the Scriptures very differently, not as a manual but as a
tribal, communal document that told the story of how God has related to His people and how we are to relate
to Him and others. A Reformed, Enlightenment structure for interpretation was also somewhat cast aside in
favor of a more Redemptive hermeneutic that sees an on-going, dynamic re painting of theology, rather than
simply a static, entrenched understanding of God and His reality. This recent deconstructions has also
influenced a more open, free will understanding of God, over against a predetermined, Calvinist
understanding. As I conclude this reflection, I can identify several past presuppositions and preconditions that
influenced how I read and interpreted the Scriptures: Some current presuppositions might include a skepticism
for all things Reformed and much of evangelicalism, a predisposition toward a Redemptive view of the
Scriptures, an open view of God that influences how I view certain passages and books of the Bible over
against other interpretations, and a postmodern hesitancy to make definitive truth-claims about a reading of the
Bible. You may need to check your spam folder and mark me as un-spammy, just to be safe. You can
unsubscribe at anytime.
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7: Bible Interpretation Essay - Words
Essays in Biblical Interpretation. Robert R. Wadholm May 15, Robert R. Wadholm FORWARD Essays in Biblical
Interpretation This book, as may be gathered from its title, is a group of essays loosely structured around the central
theme of biblical interpretation.

Biblical Interpretation The author of this report is to center and fixtate on a portion of the First Epistle to the
Corinthians as written by Paul and analyze from a personal point of analysis as well as a scholarly one. The
passage that will be used for this brief report is the first eleven verses of that first letter to the Corinthians. In
that passage, Paul recites the resurrection and how it progressed from a procedural and chronological
standpoint. He also makes it a point to assure people that they will be saved if they believe but they will fall if
they do not. However, there is a little more complexity than just that when reviewing the passage. While being
literal when engaging in biblical interpretations can be useful, there is also the use of metaphor and other
literary devices and that needs to be recognized when assessing a passage of scripture. Analysis The fifteenth
chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians has nearly sixty verses but the first eleven are very productive
and filled with relevant content. There are three basic parts of the passage. The first part is a clear statement of
what is required to secure passage to eternal life, that being faith in God and our salvation through the death of
Jesus on the cross. The second part talks about the events and linear nature of the resurrection. Paul speaks
about how Jesus presented himself to all of the different apostles and other people after he was risen. The bulk
of the first eleven verses of the fifteenth chapter are dedicated to this. However, Paul also says quite a lot in
the other three verses, those being the ninth, tenth and eleventh. Paul asserts that people who believe in God
and hold Christian values true will be saved while those that do not will be lost. However, the third thing he
states is a bit of an offshoot of the first part in that he reminds people of how evil and insidious he was when
he went by the name of Saul. He goes so far as to suggest that he is not an apostle in the truest sense and that,
at the very least, is at the bottom of the proverbial pecking order just because of his past even though he has
redeemed himself since his transformation from Paul to Saul. The sizeable middle part of the verses that speak
of the timeline of the post-resurrection events is clearly a recitation and reminder to the people he speaks to
that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead after he was killed on the cross. Rather than just give a simple
reminder, he notes the resurrection and then one by one goes through the people he spoke to and appeared to
after he rose. He also makes it a point to indicate that most of the witnesses to Jesus being alive after his death
on the cross are still alive but he also concedes that some have passed or, as Paul put it, "went to sleep. While
the requirements are high, the grace of God can be extended to all that believe and this holds true even for a
man like Paul that used to be among the worst that humanity has to offer. He drives the point home of needing
to understand how and why we are saved in the third verse when he states that spreading the message of us
being saved and how it came to be is of "first importance. Absent that, he would be condemned because the
resurrection and the ability to believe and have faith in a way that procures forgiveness and salvation would
not have happened. When it comes to scholarly review and research regarding 1st Corinthians, there are
several names that immediately make themselves apparent. The first of those was Jeffrey Asher in his work
that specifically related to the chapter in question. Further, Paul does not antagonize or attempt to raise the ire
of those that would contradict what he said. Asher asserts this himself when he says that Paul does not address
the theories of opponents in this manner. Rather, he strikes a tone that ius "didactic in style and pedagogical in
tone" Asher, , pp. He simply states it as a matter of fact and this is presumed by many to be because there was
not a lot of dissent or question about the matter. There seemed to be questions about the resurrection of the
dead but not Christ in particular Asher, , p. Specifically, he used the edition of the book. He later became a
bible translation committee member, so he is definitely more versed than most on how the original texts were
interpreted and translated to English over the centuries. One interesting perspective that Fee offers is noted on
page when he makes mention of the aforementioned self-deprecation that Paul engages in regarding his
standing as an apostle. Fee expands that to possibly mean that Paul questioning his status as an apostle
basically does the same thing to the other apostles. However, this seems to be countered and quelled by
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something else Paul has said. Rather than defend his denunciations and deprecation of himself, he instead
asserts that he has such rights to call himself an apostle even with his sordid history. He actually cycles
through several reasons why he can claim himself as an apostle including the right to not work yet be
supported and he also uses parallels from the Old Testament and his own personal life. One such Old
Testament example was the mentioned of no record of right and wrongs as quoted from Zechariah Fee, , p.
The food and drink quip may irk some, but Paul himself admits that he does not try to please people Pogoloff,
, p. Part of predictions for the future included the aforementioned talk of secure passage to Heaven. However,
there are other examples. One scholar went to far as to say that Christian prophecy is in "conflict" and
"confusion" due to some fairly contradictory or at least different words for much the same thing. For example,
there is talk of a prophetic "message," a prophetic "message" and a prophetic "confirmation" Gillespie, , p.
Lastly, there should be a review that much of what is stated in the earlier part of Chapter 15 is a repudiation of
some of the behavior and beliefs of the Corinthians. The recitation of the resurrection and the fact that some
have died or gone to sleep is a direct shot across the proverbial bough of Corinthians who apparently already
thought that resurrection had come and gone already. Paul clearly took the chance to chastise the incorrect
thinking of the Corinthians while at the same thing making clear that he did not feel superior or above the
other apostles. However, while the author of this report initially missed the slight swipe at the Corinthians that
Paul took, it is most definitely there. Indeed, verse 12 of the chapter talks about how "some" have differing
opinions Tomlin, , pp.
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