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The Presidency and the Political Stream is a collection of twenty essays edited by Michael Nelson, who is a professor at
Rhodes College. Each chapter explores a different aspect of the relationship between the presidency and the U.S.
political system.

First impressions are important, in politics as in everything else. In this chapter, Michael Nelson uncovers
powerful traces ofthis first understanding in the later impressions ofpolitically aware adults. Of greater
significance, however, is an article that begins on page 65 and is titled "Historians Rate U. Roosevelt,
Woodrow Wilson, and Andrew Jackson scored as great presidents. Grant and Warren G. Harding were rated
as failures. The rest fell in between. What standards do scholars use to evaluate presidents? What standards for
evaluation are used by other important T 1 judges of the presidency: To do so, presidents must understand the
standards of evaluation that these groups apply to them. Strength Amid Confusion Schlesinger followed his
survey of historians with another in The results were strikingly similar: What is good for the country is good
for the president, and vice versa. It was rooted in their liberal policy preferences as well. Democratic historians
outnumbered Republicans by two to one in the Schlesinger samples, for example. One of the reasons they
found the strength of the presidents they labeled "great" so appealing was Evaluating the Presidency 3 "
psychologically unhealthy need to dominate others. Such was the case with Johnson and Nixon. Other
scholars looked to the office to explain why presidential strength was likely to be destructive. When it comes
to the presidency, he concluded, "the constitutional theory follows the party flag: Johnson and Richard M.
Nixon in the late s and early S? In foreign affairs the power of these presidents sustained. The power of the
president as "chief legislator: Many of these flaws were in administrative design and implementation, the very
areas of activity that the Savior model had encouraged presidents to avoid. The flawed presidencies of Johnson
and Nixon convinced many scholars that presidential strength and the general welfare, far from being
synonymous, were now more likely to appear as opposites: Kennedy, especially in eulogistic passages such as
this one from A Thousand Days: Their search carried them into two primary areas: The expedition into
personality as a source of presidential pathology was led by James David Barber. Barber identified a
presidential character type, the "active-negative: No one speaks to him unless spoken to first. No one ever
invites him to "go soak your head" when his demands become petulant and unreasonable. Ford and Jimmy
Carter They beheld the new weakness and were distressed by it. The Samson model of the presidencyothers
called it the "imperiled" or "tethered" presidency--came in startling contrast to those that had preceded it.
Among the public, single-issue groups harshly critical of government were proliferating, even as those parts of
the population supposedly most inclined to support the president-the less educated, religious Evaluating the
Presidency 5 fundamentalists, and the strongly partisan-were dwindling in number. Thus presidents "had to
work harder to keep the same popularity. The Satan model displaced it when scholars, overreacting to the
lessons of Johnson and Nixon, decided that the strength of the presidency, although great, was dangerous. The
Savior model exulted in the presence of strong presidentialleadershipi the Samson model mourned its apparent
demise. Although he warned of active-negative character With demands on the presidency so great, Samson
theorists argued in the types, for example, Barber placed his hopes for the country in the election of late S, no
individual president could be expected to meet them. A political cartoon from the swnmer of depicts an angry
professor storming out of a door marked "Political Science Department: Savior, Satan, Samson-the sheer
velocity of the turnover in these models since the s would seem to indicate that the best one-word description
of how scholars evaluate the presidency is confusion. The sources of this confusion are not hard to trace. Thus
in the Savior model, which prevailed from the Roosevelt through the Kennedy administration, the answers
were: A survey of eminent historians and political scientists by Schlesinger Jr. In the eyes of presidential
scholars, he wrote, a great president was one who "took risks Underlying this surface attitude, however, is an
implicit exaltation of presidential strength. Like presidential scholars, the White House press corps tends to
encourage a powerful executive. Historically, journalistic cynicism toward the presidency can be traced to
Vietnam and Watergate. They had been lied to repeatedly by presidents and their aides, and because they had
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reported those lies in their newspapers and news broadcasts in good faith, they felt they had been used. Of the
high status of the White House press corps, little needs to be said. The White House correspondent, notes one
journalist, is "part of the whole social circle" of Supreme Court justices, cabinet secretaries, and prominent
members of Congress. The presidential beat is also a gateway to better things in the profession. The guy who
gets to the White House goes on to some bigger job: To do so means staying near. As Elfin put it, "The worst
thing in the world that could happen to you is for the president of the United States to choke on a piece of
meat, and for you not to be there. The White House press room is just yards away from the Oval 8 Nelson.
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Nelson Ch. 1 - Evaluating the Presidency Michael Nelson In this chapter, Nelson discusses the perceptions that various
groups of individuals have of the president and presidential power.

Included are path-breaking chapters on the major domestic and foreign policy initiatives of the Clinton years,
as well as objective discussions of political success and failure. Interviewees also offered political and
leadership lessons they had gleaned as eyewitnesses to and shapers of history. Their spoken recollections
provide invaluable detail about the inner history of the presidency in an age when personal diaries and
discursive letters are seldom written. The authors producing this volume had first access to more than fifty of
these cleared interviews, including sessions with White House chiefs of staff Mack McLarty and Leon Panetta,
Secretaries of State Warren Christopher and Madeleine Albright, National Security Advisors Anthony Lake
and Sandy Berger, and a host of political advisors who guided Clinton into the White House and helped keep
him there. Bakich, University of RichmondBrendan J. Nesmith, Coe CollegeBarbara A. Perry, and Russell L.
History and Bill Clinton Russell L. Nesmith and Paul J. Hickey, and Megan Moeller 4. Clinton and Welfare
Reform: An Oral History Michael Nelson 7. The Reluctant Grand Strategist at War: Interviewees for the
William J. Clinton Presidential History Project Appendix 2: Interviewers for the William J. Clinton
Presidential History Project 42 "42 hits a home run. These interviews provide the foundation for a series of
astute commentaries on the Clinton presidency. This deftly written and authoritative study is a must-read for
students of the American presidency and of contemporary politics. The accomplished scholars writing in this
volume deftly weave insights from an extraordinary collection of on-the-record interviews with key
administration officials into a riveting analysis of the political context in which that presidentâ€”and that
paradoxical presidencyâ€”both succeeded as well as fell short of expectations. It is all here: Riley have
achieved a rare meld of political science analysis and oral history verisimilitude. This is an indispensable
document about the Clinton presidency. Du Bois 42 "This book makes an original and significant contribution
to presidency studies and American politics with its comprehensive assessment of the Clinton presidency. The
range of perspectives and topics will engage scholars and policymakers about the political leadership, policy
successes, and challenges of one of the most consequential presidencies in the twentieth century. The authors
made good use of the unique primary resource of transcripts in the William J. By incorporating the
perspectives of administration officials into scholarly commentary on politics, domestic policy, and foreign
policy, 42 presents a complete and informative evaluation of the Clinton presidency.
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Bibliographic record and links to related information available from the Library of Congress catalog. Contents
data are machine generated based on pre-publication provided by the publisher. Contents may have variations
from the printed book or be incomplete or contain other coding. Contents Preface 00 Contributors 00 1. The
American Presidency in Comparative Perspective: Systems, Situations, and Leaders 00 Bert A. Presidential
Competence 00 Paul J. The Presidency and the Nominating Process: Politics and Power 00 Richard Pious 8.
The Presidency and the Election Campaign: Hetherington and Suzanne Globetti The Presidential Spectacle 00
Bruce Miroff The Presidency and the Press: The Presidency and Interest Groups: Milkis Part V Presidents
and Government The Institutional Presidency 00 John P. Presidents and the Bureaucracy: Management
Imperatives in a Separation of Powers System 00 The President and Congress 00 Matthew Dickinson The
Presidency and the Judiciary 00 David A. Divided Government and Policymaking: Negotiating the Laws 00
Paul J. Quirk and Bruce Nesmith The President and the Cabinet 00 Andrew Rudalevige The Presidency at
War 00 Andrew J. Polsky Index 00 CT: Every syllabus for a college course notes the term and year the course
is offered, usually in the upper right-hand corner of the first page. In many departments, this is simply a
clerical entry: Timing matters immensely, however, in a course on the American presidency. Indeed, what
makes political science so interesting is that its subject succinctly described by political scientist Harold D.
Lasswell as "who gets what, when, and how" refuses to stand still. This point applies especially to the
presidency, in which the nature of the institution is so closely intertwined with that of the person who, at any
given moment, occupies it. Bush and his Democratic challenger, Sen. Kerry, and the consolidation of united
party government under the auspices of the Republican Party. All of these political developments and more,
along with the new contributions to the flourishing scholarly literature on the presidency and the political
system they have inspired, are treated fully in this eighth edition. To note that the authors have taken recent
developments into account is not to say that this is a "current events" book--far from it. The presidency is an
office with deep roots in history, shaped by decisions that were made at the Constitutional Convention of and
by more than two centuries of change in the system since its founding. It also is shaped by the history and
current functioning of the myriad parts of the American political system, such as Congress, the courts, the
bureaucracy, interest groups, the media, public opinion, the electoral process, and the party system. This
broader understanding of the presidency underlies all of the analyses of more recent events that the writers
present. The most noteworthy addition to the eighth edition is the roster of new contributors: Topically, this
edition devotes greater attention to the presidency at war, the presidency and the cabinet, and
presidential-bureaucratic relations in comparative perspective. I do not agree with everything that every author
has to say in this book; nor will any reader. But together the contributors constitute an all-star team of
presidential scholars, and the intellectual substance of the chapters is fully matched by their readability.
Through seven previous editions, this book has been widely assigned in courses and extensively cited and
reviewed in scholarly books and articles. Students may be assured of receiving the most comprehensive
possible understanding of the presidency, and scholars will continue to find the essays valuable in conducting
their research. I am deeply grateful to those who helped in the preparation of the eighth edition, the authors
first and foremost. Hargrove of Vanderbilt University helped me to think through the themes and organization
of the first edition, and Barbara de Boinville served as a helpful editor. Every edition since then has enjoyed
the gently guiding hand of Brenda Carter. The fourth and fifth editions also benefited from the work of Joanne
Ainsworth and Talia Greenberg, as did the sixth edition from the contributions of Gwenda Larsen, Belinda
Josey, and Debbie K. Nancy Geltman and Colleen Ganey contributed skillfully and well to this eighth edition.
Presidents -- United States.
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Afterward, he received both his M. Lewis , Jonathan Edwards , Stephen L. Carter , Ward Just , the military
academies , the Iliad , the Odyssey , the Aeneid , liberal education, baseball , football , and music. A former
writer-editor with the Washington Monthly and a frequent contributor to the Claremont Review of Books , he
has published articles in a number of popular magazines, including the Weekly Standard , Newsweek ,
Saturday Review , Legal Affairs , and the American Prospect. He also created and, with Sewanee president
John L. Neustadt Award for the Outstanding book on the Presidency and Executive Politics published during
the previous year for his book Resilient America: The Politics of State Policy Innovation Neustadt Award for
the Outstanding book on the Presidency and Executive Politics published during the previous year for
Resilient America: Nelson won the V. University of Virginia Press, Other Landmark Documents, 6th ed.
Congressional Quarterly Press, The Election of , editor. Cornell University Press, Origins and Development,
7th ed. University Press of Kansas, Inside the George H. Bush Presidency, coeditor with Barbara A.
Congressional Quarterly Press, , Congressional Quarterly Press, 6th ed. The Elections of , editor Washington,
D. How the South Joined the Gambling Nation: Louisiana State University Press, The Elections of , editor.
Alive at the Core: Vanderbilt University Press, The Elections of , editor Washington: Historic Documents on
Presidential Elections , editor Washington: A Heartbeat Away Washington: Duke University Press,
Presidents, Politics and Policy, with Erwin C. Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
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Includes bibliographical references and index Evaluating the presidency / Michael Nelson -- Studying the presidency /
George C. Edwards III -- The interpretable presidency / Jeffrey K. Tulis -- The American presidency in comparative
perspective: systems, situations, and leaders / Bert A. Rockman -- The two constitutional presidencies / Jeffrey K. Tulis
-- Presidential leadership in political.

Yet, in the media and the popular interpretations the very complex institution of Presidency is personalized
and oversimplified. In this course we seek to understand the following aspects of this very complex institution:
The course is organized in seven sections. In the first section, we examine theories of presidency. In the
second section we examine the presidency in a historical context beginning with the cultural and legal
foundations and continuing with the expansion of presidency to our times. In the third section, we overview
the process of becoming a president. In the fourth section we examine the nuts and bolts of the institution. In
the fifth and sixth section we examine the various roles it plays in the political system. We begin with the role
the institution of presidency plays in the politics, continue with public politics and the presidential character,
and conclude with an overview of the role the Presidency plays in the governing of the country and in the
international relations. In the final section, we will focus on several presidencies seeking to compare how the
various presidents have viewed their office, its powers and their duties as well as how they have influenced it.
More than four absences will affect your grade adversely. Although I will lecture extensively, I expect active,
meaningful, and informed participation I have no problem with calling on people to participate. Hence, I
expect the students to have read assigned materials for the course by the session for which they are assigned.
Both the midterm and the final exam are take-home exams. You will have four to five days to work on each of
them. They must be between words. You are also required to examine a singular aspect of the current
presidency. Your analysis must be written as a words memo addressed to the President Bush based on the
readings for this course and on the materials you will present in your port-folio articles from newspapers,
journals, and magazines. Memo samples will be provided by the second week of the course. Your grading for
this class will be based on the following: Active participation helps a lot. There are two books required for this
course both available to the NYU Bookstore. Also, some articles are put on the Reserve at Bobst Library
Reserve. Thomas, The Politics of Presidency 5th edition: Origins and Development, 3rd edition Washington,
D. In addition, the students must be adjourned with the current events. There is no better way of understanding
an institution than following its daily activity. Armed with tools to understand the functioning of the
institution we will constantly refer to the arguments regarding it, the policies that it makes, the role it plays
and even to the controversies surrounding it. Subscription at any of these newspapers is encouraged, although
most articles are found in the web. Thursday, September 5, The Politics of Leadership. Columbia University
Press, Expansion of the Presidency Pika et al. An Institutional Perspective Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, American Enterprise Institute, In words you inform me on what you plan to do and where you will get
the supporting materials. Tuesday, October 8, Washington and Jefferson Milkis and Nelson, Ch. Tuesday,
November 12, Andrew Johnson to William McKinley. Roosevelt to Dwight D. Kennedy to Jimmy Carter.
Bill Clinton Milkis and Nelson, Ch. Thursday, December 5, Bush Pika et al. Challenges for the Future Last
Day of Class. Readings to be assigned. Tuesday December 17,
6: The Presidency and the Political System - Michael Nelson - Google Books
The prolific Michael Nelson knows the presidency as a journalist (former editor of The Washington Monthly) and as an
academic (political science, Vanderbilt University). Both viewpoints are well represented in this second-edition edited
volume.
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Recommended Citation. Samson, Steven Alan, "Michael Nelson's Evaluating The Presidency Study Guide" (). Faculty
Publications and Presentations.

8: Summary/Reviews: The presidency and the political system /
Michael Nelson uncovers powerful traces ofthis first understanding in the later impressions ofpolitically aware adults.

9: Michael Nelson (political scientist) - Wikipedia
Michael Nelson is the author of The Presidency and the Political System ( avg rating, 74 ratings, 6 reviews, published ),
The Evolving Presidency.
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