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Area possibly settled up to c. Area settled up to BCE. Europe in the Early Middle Ages Medieval Christendom
[30] [31] and the political power of the Papacy [32] [33] are also often cited as conducive to European
integration and unity. The objective of the Congress was to settle the many issues arising from the French
Revolutionary Wars , the Napoleonic Wars , and the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire. A day will come
when all nations on our continent will form a European brotherhood A day will come when we shall see
During the interwar period , the consciousness that national markets in Europe were interdependent though
confrontational, along with the observation of a larger and growing US market on the other side of the ocean,
nourished the urge for the economic integration of the continent. In , the latter gave a speech in favour of a
European Union before the assembly of the League of Nations , precursor of the United Nations. However, the
Council focused primarily on values - human rights and democracy - rather than on economic or trade issues,
and was always envisaged as a forum where sovereign governments could choose to work together, with no
supra-national authority. It raised great hopes of further European integration, and there were fevered debates
in the two years that followed as to how this could be achieved. But in , disappointed at what they saw as the
lack of progress within the Council of Europe, six nations decided to go further and created the European Coal
and Steel Community , which was declared to be "a first step in the federation of Europe". They also signed
another pact creating the European Atomic Energy Community Euratom for co-operation in developing
nuclear energy. Both treaties came into force in Euratom was to integrate sectors in nuclear energy while the
EEC would develop a customs union among members. Nevertheless, in an agreement was reached and on 1
July the Merger Treaty created a single set of institutions for the three communities, which were collectively
referred to as the European Communities. In , the first direct elections to the European Parliament were held.
In , after the fall of the Eastern Bloc , the former East Germany became part of the Communities as part of a
reunified Germany. Seven countries have since joined. With further enlargement planned to include the former
communist states of Central and Eastern Europe, as well as Cyprus and Malta , the Copenhagen criteria for
candidate members to join the EU were agreed upon in June The expansion of the EU introduced a new level
of complexity and discord. In , euro banknotes and coins replaced national currencies in 12 of the member
states. Since then, the eurozone has increased to encompass 19 countries. The euro currency became the
second largest reserve currency in the world. The same year, Slovenia adopted the euro, [60] followed in by
Cyprus and Malta , by Slovakia in , by Estonia.
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Elias Akleh for Veterans Today By now all international media resources; newspapers, magazines, TV
channels, and internet social media, are busy reporting the gruesome murder of Jamal Khashoggi; a Saudi
reporter, who was loyal to the regime until he turned against Muhamad bin Salman MBS and his suppressive
policies. Once MBS was announced crowned prince in and started his war against Yemen, critic Khashoggi
found it safer for himself to leave Saudi Arabia. In his writings Khashoggi harshly criticized the policies of the
young prince. Understanding Saudi culture and the practices of the Saudi royal family, one will come to the
logical conclusion, supported by the events and evidences, that MBS has ordered the murder of Khashoggi.
The Saudi royal family is notorious in assassination and sentencing to death all alleged criminals and political
activists, who dare to criticize their policies. The streets of capital Riyadh have been the witness of so many
public gruesome beheadings ; in , in , in and 73 in as of July Many European politicians and American
senators called for halting the sale of weapons to the kingdom. Zionist Jewish terrorist groups and militias,
similar to al-Qaeda and ISIS, had occupied Palestine in , perpetrated numerous massacres against civilian
Palestinians, razed to the grounds hundreds of Palestinian towns, ethnically cleansed almost thousand
Palestinians, and established a colonial state of Israel. In those Zionist Israeli Jews again perpetrated more war
crimes and occupied the rest of Palestine, destroyed more towns, massacred more Palestinians and built more
illegal colonies. Although these Israelis entered into peace treaty with the Palestinians they are still ethnically
cleansing and murdering in cold blood Palestinians, usurping their land, and expanding and building more
colonies in violation of all peace treaties and in violation of UNSC resolutions. Israeli crimes against
Palestinians, as well as other Arab states such as Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, have never stopped, but
rather are increasing in number, in intensity and in ferocity. Nurturing this Jewish narcissistic belief are the
encouragement, unconditional support, and the immunity and protection Israel enjoys from some western
states, specifically the USA and UK, who brag about being champions of human rights, beacon of freedom
and democracy, and holding the torch of justice for all. On top of those Israel has violated other resolutions
regarding its occupation of Palestine. Israel is encouraged to continue its ethnic cleansing and massacre of
Palestinians. The villagers are the Bedouin Jahalin tribe, who became homeless refugees after being forcefully
expelled from their original village in the Negev in by the Israeli army. They rebuilt new homes and a local
children school in Khan El-Ahmar under the Jordanian rule. At the present, Israel is in the process of
demolishing the whole village in order to gain more land to expand its illegal Maale Adumim colony a short
distance away. Palestinians are conducting daily sit-ins to prevent the demolition of the village and to prevent
a second Nakba to its inhabitants. Israeli genocidal crime of Palestinian civilians is still an ongoing process.
Israeli Jews consider Palestinians as the descendants of Amalekites; the worst enemy of ancient Israel. Jewish
god ordered the Jews to wipe off Amalekites off the earth. This order is still ingrained in the Jewish psyche,
who keep reminding their off springs of this order. On the walls of the holocaust memorial in the Hague hangs
a plaque with a text in Dutch and Hebrew from Deuteronomy You shall not forget. Israel has turned Gaza
Strip into the largest ever concentrated prison camp worst than Nazi concentration camps for its two million
inhabitants; mostly refugees who were ethnically cleansed from Palestine during the Nakba. This march
started on Friday 30th of last March and has been going on every Friday since then; so far, a total of 30 march
attempts. Unfortunately, Israeli army snipers stood in their way, and have murdered in cold blood Palestinians
including teen agers, women, paramedics and reporters, and had injured a total of 22, others causing a lot of
limb amputations due to their use of the explosive hollow pointed bullets, poisonous gas and stun grenades.
Yet, despite the obvious fact that Israel is the number one rogue state in the world, Nikki Nimrata Haley; the
American ambassador to the UN, had the audacity to describe this Israeli army killing fields against civilians
in Gaza as the most restrained army in the whole world. Yet, none of the self-proclaimed peace-loving
justice-calling world leaders, media outlets, banking systems, investors and corporations, who boycotted Saudi
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Davos in the Desert initiative as a reprimand to Saudi murder of one person; Jamal Khashoggi, have lifted a
finger, uttered a word or boycotted Israel for the latest murder of hundred Palestinians nor for the razing of
any Palestinian village. Are the lives of these hundreds of Palestinians, and the lives of hundreds of thousands
who were murdered since , not worth one life of a Saudi reporter? There is no puzzle in this picture.
International humanity is dead while hypocrisy is thriving and the ultimate goal and justification is money.
The Saudi royal family is a filthy rich oppressive theocratic dictatorship, who had been protected in the past
by the British and in the present by the American administration. For such protection the Saudi family has to
pay and they pay dearly in different forms as in military weapons deals and economic privileges to foreign
investing corporations. What goes for the case of Palestinian victims goes also for the Syrian and Yemeni
victims. The world leaders and corporations who are milking Saudi Arabia are the same perpetrators
committing, though covertly, war crimes against Syria and Yemen. Are we cheating ourselves and our
children when we assert the fallacy that evil will be defeated and justice will always prevail at the end?
Studying the history of Mankind, one discovers that those, who had the military power to assert their rights
and their own form of justice even if they contradict the rights and justice of others had always prevailed, and
those, who lacked military power had no chance to assert their own rights and had always perished. This
proves that the rule of law, even the laws approved on internationally, is irrelevant, and that might is right still
prevails in this world.
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