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Judge Search Search for: The idea seems to be promulgated and widely accepted that there is no actual Truth,
that Truth is something purely subjective and personal, little more than a matter of an individual insisting that
what they would like to be true IS true, simply because they wish it so, and that therefore just about everything
â€” no matter how wild, bizarre, disturbing, unphilosophical, or even dangerous and harmful â€” should be
considered as being equally true and tolerated and even celebrated as such. Can people not see the great
danger and ignorance in this? Not only does it give carte blanche authorisation for, and authority to, the most
ludicrous and self-destructive psychic delusions and mediumistic hallucinations, but it also shows a shocking
â€” some might say disgraceful â€” contempt for the concept of Truth itself. But Truth itself exists and is
ONE. Blavatsky, namely the Master K. How can one access it? Where does it come from in the first place?
What does it consist of? But there are relative truths, and we have to make the best we can of them. For none
yet, born of mortal woman in our race, has, or could have given out, the whole and the final truth to another
man, for every one of us has to find that to him final knowledge in himself. As no two minds can be absolutely
alike, each has to receive the supreme illumination through itself, according to its capacity, and from no
human light. The greatest adept living can reveal of the Universal Truth only so much as the mind he is
impressing it upon can assimilate, and no more. As physical man, limited and trammelled from every side by
illusions, cannot reach truth by the light of his terrestrial perceptions, we say â€” develop in you the inner
knowledge. Without such perception, man will remain ever blind to even many a relative, let alone absolute,
truth. Man has to know himself, i. Absolute truth is the symbol of Eternity, and no finite mind can ever grasp
the eternal, hence, no truth in its fulness can ever dawn upon it. To reach the state during which man sees and
senses it, we have to paralyze the senses of the external man of clay. This is a difficult task, we may be told,
and most people will, at this rate, prefer to remain satisfied with relative truths, no doubt. But to approach
even terrestrial truths requires, first of all, love of truth for its own sake, for otherwise no recognition of it will
follow. And who loves truth in this age for its own sake? How many of us are prepared to search for, accept,
and carry it out, in the midst of a society in which anything that would achieve success has to be built on
appearances, not on reality, on self-assertion, not on intrinsic value? We are fully aware of the difficulties in
the way of receiving truth. The fair heavenly maiden descends only on a to her congenial soil â€” the soil of an
impartial, unprejudiced mind, illuminated by pure Spiritual Consciousness; and both are truly rare dwellers in
civilized lands. Were even the goddess who dwells at the bottom of the well [i. This, however, as remarked by
Richter, presents a certain danger. Some truth, to be sure, may be occasionally reflected as in a mirror on the
spot we gaze upon, and thus reward the patient student. Present a Christian with the undeniable facts showing
that his religion and faith is built upon a mass of lies, ignorance, and corruption, as is the Christian Church and
its Bible and its theology, and he will either shut his ears or accuse you of being under the control of the devil.
If particularly insecure in his false faith, he may even condemn you to an eternity in hell. Show a student of
the Alice Bailey teachings that the whole underlying system, terminology, ideology, and basis of her books is
derived from the teachings and self-proclaimed clairvoyant revelations of Leadbeater and he or she will again
do much the same, although most likely accompanied by a barrage of verbal assault, of the kind which tends
to originate from a misguided and ignorant sense of authority. People just do not want to know anything which
may cause them to have to move out of their comfort zone. One must be ever ready to abandon all existing
belief systems, ideas, religions, and personal preferences, no matter what the personal cost may be. Nobody
really knows the Truth. It actually predates and transcends all religions. All religions contain some portion of
the Truth, some to a greater degree than others. The unadulterated universal philosophy has been preserved
and guarded throughout the ages by the Initiates, Adepts, and Masters of certain secret Brotherhoods in Tibet,
India, and the East. The voluminous writings and teachings of H. Blavatsky founder of the Theosophical
Movement present, demonstrate, and prove this Teaching, to the full extent that was permitted by those
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Masters, who were her Teachers and Instructors. Nor do we purport that the vast Theosophical literature
embodies the whole Truth. Truth speaks not to the mentally lazy, nor to those who expect everything to be
handed to them neatly packaged on a plate. None of these books will give you the Truth but they can and will
show you where it may be found. It is then up to you to tread the Path by becoming that Path itself.
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Valentine is the patron saint of beekeepers and epilepsy, among many other things. Saints are certainly
expected to keep busy in the afterlife. Their holy duties include interceding in earthly affairs and entertaining
petitions from living souls. In this respect, St. Valentine has wide-ranging spiritual responsibilities. People call
on him to watch over the lives of lovers, of course, but also for interventions regarding beekeeping and
epilepsy, as well as the plague, fainting and traveling. The flower-adorned skull of St. In the early s, the
excavation of a catacomb near Rome yielded skeletal remains and other relics now associated with St. The
medieval English poet Geoffrey Chaucer often took liberties with history, placing his poetic characters into
fictitious historical contexts that he represented as real. The poem refers to February 14 as the day birds and
humans come together to find a mate. Because of the abundance of St. Valentines on the Roman Catholic
roster, you can choose to celebrate the saint multiple times each year. Besides February 14, you might decide
to celebrate St. Valentine of Viterbo on November 3. Or maybe you want to get a jump on the traditional
Valentine celebration by feting St. Valentine of Raetia on January 7. Women might choose to honor the only
female St. Valentine Valentina , a virgin martyred in Palestine on July 25, A. The Eastern Orthodox Church
officially celebrates St. Valentine twice, once as an elder of the church on July 6 and once as a martyr on July
Start your free trial today. We strive for accuracy and fairness. Twice a week we compile our most fascinating
features and deliver them straight to you.
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August 18, at December 27, at 7: To say it was a relief to know i was not going mad is an understatement â€”
i showed the letter to my doctor and she said the man was a scoiopathâ€¦ Fast forward a few years and this
horror marries the nicest girl i have ever met â€” i was TERRIFIED for her and rightly so as it turned out. He
did much the same with her because he could not get his own way. Thank goodness he is not in my life and
never will be â€” from now on in, I will not tolerate people like him and to an extent his sister anywhere near
me Selfih? No, more a case of self preservation. December 31, at Did you not show the letter to the father of
this son? Or to a nonprofit that deals with abuse? Because this is abuse, no matter what label we put on it.
What is extremely helpful though, is to open up continual contact with God, your Unlimited Supplier of love
and abundance and wisdom. Allow a Divine partnership for you. Let me know how you are doing. May 7, at I
am of the belief that hurt people hurt people, and I struggle between walking away forever and having mercy
and compassion. He kept lies and secrets from me since day 1. I believe in God, and I believe that we are all
worthy of redemption and love. I feel torn between Mercy and taking care of myself, if that makes sense. He
definitely emotionally and verbally abused me never physical , and would try to make me think I
misunderstood or dreamt it up even if it was right there, in black and white, via text message or email. May 7,
at 1: Foremost, mercy and compassion for you. But also mercy and compassion for your relationship and for
the other person. When we continually allow those caught in the negative and damaging behavior to pull and
manipulate our emotional strings, their intent is to use those strings to control us. Allowing such behavior
means we are enabling their destructive behavior and actually contributing to and strengthening their
conviction that they are right. What is right for you? Only he can change his behavior, but he must choose to
do so. Your responsibility is to take your adventure called life and make it the best life possible for YOU. You
do this in partnership with the Divine. Trust that Divine guidance. You are not lost. You have found that your
life and life choices are yours to make, with your Spiritual team that is always there for you. Unearth your
long-buried dreams. Listen to the urgings of your heart. That is where your passion and destiny are cradled,
within your heart. The seeds planted there by the Divine are a roadmap for what brings you the greatest
magnificence. Live the life you are meant to experience â€” to the fullest. Be the love that you are, at all times.
May 7, at 2: The timing was perfect, and I definitely needed to hear that. I have been through a lot in my life,
but nothing has gripped me and confused me like this experience. I desperately want to move forward beyond
the trauma and pain. I want my old self back. I will keep praying and commit to moving on as best I can. Your
support and this site helps a ton. May 7, at 4: Just remember, you are not alone in what you are experiencing.
You have the Power of the Universe inside you. June 13, at I met a guy a year and a half ago. This guy swept
me off my feet and 6 months into the relationship we ended up moving in together. He took me on lavish trips,
gave gifts constantly. He charmed his way to my kids and friends. Then temper started creeping blaming it on
his PtsD. Then I start catching him with lies and always called me crazy and I was insecure. The kept a daily
schedule. Very predictable for the most part. Lots of lies, manipulation and had me questioning his character.
Make a long story short, all the accusations of cheating finally came to a stop when I caught him with text
messages. This man came home every night telling me how much he loves me and to ready to get married
while all this time messing around with who knows how many. After being caught, all he could say was the
entire time, he was not faithful. How can a man continue to live a lie and not feel a bit of remorse for anything
he was doing and instead blamed me and accused me of anything under the sun. I was trying to find answers
until I finally read up on this. June 20, at 3: I was married, 30 and a half years to a socio-narc. I was not loved
or honored. He kept me prisoner in his web of lies and deceit. Only, by the intervention of God, did I learn of
at least one of his affair and his actions the week of, and night before, or wedding. I was expecting our 3rd
child. He pretended to be repentant; I, with my naivete, forgave him and all was restored. I thought, this was
the breakthrough and that his life would be changed. I was wrong and he just kept pretendingâ€¦. I had never
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heard the word Narcissist, nor did I know of the reprehensible actions he committed, through the years. I do
not belittle these books, which are excellent for the typical couple. I am thankful that, ultimately, many facts
of his behavior were revealed, in our last year of marriage and following our separation. I am so thankful to
hear that, true, heart change is possible!! I am happily remarried. My question regards my children, all of
whom are adults, now. I know, above all, to listen to the Holy Spirit in this. I was blindsided as I went through
the court proceedings; silly meâ€¦.. I thought Truth would prevail and that by filing for legal separation my son
and I would be protected and that our businesses would be fairly split. As I became more wise the hard way! I
am very thankful to hear that this site is, actually, reaching and helping people struggling with those symptoms
to be healed. With God, of course, all things are possible! June 20, at 5: Self-love comes top on the list, and
that is love of yourself. So, walking away was self-love on your part. As to what to say. The only way anyone
can make the right decisions is from a basis of truth. Might you be actually harming your children by not
being honest. You already have a strong relationship with your Divine Co-Partner. Open that dialog and ask
your questions from your Spiritual Team. Ask what to do, then listen carefully for answers. Answers also
come through in other infinite ways from the Infinite. Be open and aware for those answers from unexpected
sources, like music, a book, a snippet of conversation, or a feeling in your heart. This is what is coming to me
for you: As I mentioned before, truth is all that should be of consideration. However, what is important is to
share that truth from a position of love, not anger or fear. When you are sharing the truth from love, you still
get the information across, but it is shared for what it is, not for any retribution or to make him look less than
he is. That would only hurt you.
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See Article History Alternative Titles: Although he is commonly ranked among the greatest scientists of
antiquity, very little is known about his life, and only one of his many writings is still in existence. Knowledge
of the rest of his work relies on second-hand reports, especially in the great astronomical compendium the
Almagest , written by Ptolemy in the 2nd century ad. Lover of truth As a young man in Bithynia , Hipparchus
compiled records of local weather patterns throughout the year. Ptolemy cites more than 20 observations made
there by Hipparchus on specific dates from to , as well as three earlier observations from to that may be
attributed to him. In fact, his astronomical writings were numerous enough that he published an annotated list
of them. Hipparchus also wrote critical commentaries on some of his predecessors and contemporaries.
Apparently his commentary Against the Geography of Eratosthenes was similarly unforgiving of loose and
inconsistent reasoning. He communicated with observers at Alexandria in Egypt, who provided him with some
times of equinoxes , and probably also with astronomers at Babylon. Like most of his predecessorsâ€”
Aristarchus of Samos was an exceptionâ€”Hipparchus assumed a spherical, stationary Earth at the centre of
the universe the geocentric cosmology. From this perspective, the Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
and Saturn all of the solar system bodies visible to the naked eye , as well as the stars whose realm was known
as the celestial sphere , revolved around the Earth each day. Every year the Sun traces out a circular path in a
west-to-east direction relative to the stars this is in addition to the apparent daily east-to-west rotation of the
celestial sphere around the Earth. The two points at which the ecliptic and the equatorial plane intersect,
known as the vernal and autumnal equinoxes , and the two points of the ecliptic farthest north and south from
the equatorial plane, known as the summer and winter solstices , divide the ecliptic into four equal parts.
Hipparchus attempted to explain how the Sun could travel with uniform speed along a regular circular path
and yet produce seasons of unequal length. These models, which assumed that the apparent irregular motion
was produced by compounding two or more uniform circular motions, were probably familiar to Greek
astronomers well before Hipparchus. Hipparchus also tried to measure as precisely as possible the length of
the tropical year â€”the period for the Sun to complete one passage through the ecliptic. He made observations
of consecutive equinoxes and solstices, but the results were inconclusive: However, by comparing his own
observations of solstices with observations made in the 5th and 3rd centuries bc, Hipparchus succeeded in
obtaining an estimate of the tropical year that was only 6 minutes too long. He was then in a position to
calculate equinox and solstice dates for any year. He contemplated various explanationsâ€”for example, that
these stars were actually very slowly moving planets â€”before he settled on the essentially correct theory that
all the stars made a gradual eastward revolution relative to the equinoxes. Since Nicolaus Copernicus â€”
established his heliocentric model of the universe, the stars have provided a fixed frame of reference , relative
to which the plane of the equator slowly shiftsâ€”a phenomenon referred to as the precession of the equinoxes.
Hipparchus also analyzed the more complicated motion of the Moon in order to construct a theory of eclipses.
In addition to varying in apparent speed, the Moon diverges north and south of the ecliptic, and the
periodicities of these phenomena are different. It remained, however, for Ptolemy ad â€” to finish fashioning a
fully predictive lunar model. He had two methods of doing this. One method used an observation of a solar
eclipse that had been total near the Hellespont now called the Dardanelles but only partial at Alexandria.
Parallax is the apparent displacement of an object when viewed from different vantage points. The true value
is about 60 times. Other scientific work The eccenter and epicyclic models sufficed to describe the motion of a
body that has a single periodic variation in apparent speed, which so far as Hipparchus knew was the case with
the Sun and Moon. According to Ptolemy, Hipparchus was aware that the movements of the planets were too
complex to be accounted for by the same simple models, but he did not attempt to devise a satisfactory
planetary theory. According to Pliny the Elder ad 23â€”79 , Hipparchus created a star catalog that assigned
names to each star along with his measurements of their positions. However, the direct evidence for this
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catalog is very poor and does not reveal either the number of stars that it contained or how the positions were
expressedâ€”whether in terms of a coordinate system or by location within various constellations. In the
Almagest Ptolemy presents a catalog of 1, stars grouped by constellations, with apparent magnitudes measure
of brightness and coordinates in degrees measured along the ecliptic and perpendicular to it. This remains one
of the most controversial topics in the study of ancient astronomy. Hipparchus lived just before the rise of
Greco-Roman astrology , but he surely knew about the Near Eastern traditions of astral divination that were
already spreading in the classical world. In later astrological texts he is occasionally cited as an authority, most
credibly as a source for astrological correspondences between constellations and geographical regions. Such a
table would, for the first time, allow a systematic solution of general trigonometric problems, and clearly
Hipparchus used it extensively for his astronomical calculations.
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She had a hand in the deaths of three of her siblings. Power grabs and murder plots were as much a Ptolemaic
tradition as family marriage, and Cleopatra and her brothers and sisters were no different. Her first
sibling-husband, Ptolemy XIII, ran her out of Egypt after she tried to take sole possession of the throne, and
the pair later faced off in a civil war. Cleopatra regained the upper hand by teaming with Julius Caesar, and
Ptolemy drowned in the Nile River after being defeated in battle. Following the war, Cleopatra remarried to
her younger brother Ptolemy XIV, but she is believed to have had him murdered in a bid to make her son her
co-ruler. Cleopatra knew how to make an entrance. Cleopatra believed herself to be a living goddess, and she
often used clever stagecraft to woo potential allies and reinforce her divine status. A famous example of her
flair for the dramatic came in 48 B. Caesar was dazzled by the sight of the young queen in her royal garb, and
the two soon became allies and lovers. Cleopatra later employed a similar bit of theater in her 41 B. When
summoned to meet the Roman Triumvir in Tarsus, she is said to have arrived on a golden barge adorned with
purple sails and rowed by oars made of silver. Cleopatra had been made up to look like the goddess Aphrodite,
and she sat beneath a gilded canopy while attendants dressed as cupids fanned her and burned sweet-smelling
incense. Antonyâ€”who considered himself the embodiment of the Greek god Dionysusâ€”was instantly
enchanted. Cleopatra joined Julius Caesar in Rome beginning in 46 B. Cleopatra was forced to flee Rome after
Caesar was stabbed to death in the Roman senate in 44 B. Cleopatra and Mark Antony formed their own
drinking club. Cleopatra first began her legendary love affair with the Roman general Mark Antony in 41 B.
According to ancient sources, they spent the winter of B. She led a fleet in a naval battle. Cleopatra eventually
married Mark Antony and had three children with him, but their relationship also spawned a massive scandal
in Rome. The conflict reached its climax the following year in a famous naval battle at Actium. The battle
soon devolved into a rout, and Cleopatra and Antony were forced to break through the Roman line and flee to
Egypt. Cleopatra may not have died from an asp bite. Cleopatra and Antony famously took their own lives in
30 B. A film about her was one of the most expensive movies of all time. It was the most expensive movie
ever made at the time of its release, and nearly bankrupted its studio despite raking in a fortune at the box
office. We strive for accuracy and fairness. Twice a week we compile our most fascinating features and
deliver them straight to you.
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The The Peril of Sin 2 Timothy 3: And from such people turn away! The apostle Paul wrote these words to
young Timothy to inform and instruct him in the perilous times he would observe. These are the conditions of
the world Timothy lived in. These are the sins he would need to avoid in his own behavior. And these are the
people he would need to guard against and turn away from see verse 5. These conditions continue to be the
perils of our society, and each one represents the personal peril of sin every individual needs to recognize for
repentance and forgiveness to become reality. The perilous times are composed of these things. They are
"lovers of themselves. That means, nothing that interferes with the pursuit of self is allowed. They do not
allow friends, neighbors or society to keep them from the pursuit of self-interests. They do not allow God
through His Word, to call them out of the bondage of their sin. Lovers of money fall into many temptations
and snares; they make themselves the victims of many foolish and harmful lusts and pierce themselves
through with many sorrows. If I am in love with myself and my money, that inordinate love will breed
arrogance, pride and result in boasting. Boastful thoughts, giving rise to boastful words will result. Only by
responding to the Word of God and accepting the value of the death of Christ, obeying Him wholeheartedly,
can one overcome the arrogance of sin. Diotrephes was such a man. John said about him, he "loves to have the
preeminence among" the brethren, and "does not receive" the apostles 3 Jno. The times are perilous when
people love themselves rather than God; they love their money and boast in their vain pride. This is not about
subtle suggestions that may be insulting, or indirect criticism not befitting Christians. This is direct, bold and
malicious. Often this word is used in the context of rebellion against deity. In Romans chapter one, and here in
2 Timothy 3. To defy parental authority is to sin against God; to shun and neglect His plan for domestic order.
Paul, when writing to the Ephesians, addressed himself to parents and children: Parents should establish
themselves as the authority, and the children should respect their authority. When that plan is ignored, there is
peril. God, the Almighty Creator, is deserving of our daily gratitude. We should express to God our gratitude,
by our thoughts, our words and our deeds on a daily basis. So, to be worldly, careless about the Word of God,
profane toward Christ and irreverent, is to contribute to your own peril and become a part of the moral peril of
our time. The personal peril of sin is defined by Paul in this letter to Timothy, and one word is: The American
Standard says, "without natural affection. This is an absence of love, "without natural affection. It will be
observed by one or both parties, that the marriage died and the cause was, "irreconcilable differences. Let me
ask, what if God took this approach to you? What if God was possessed of no grace or mercy? God in His
abundant love and mercy has extended His grace toward us in Christ, and He awaits our obedient response.
One of the great perils of our time, and it could be one of the personal perils you must confront is, being
unforgiving. A verdict of "guilty," given without evidence, in the absence of the accused, behind closed doors,
without defense or appeal, by a prejudiced judge, and serving no good purpose. The New English Bible makes
this strong, with the expression "scandal-mongers. It is a peril of our time, and a sin against God. This is the
realistic condition of many in our society. And you may detect this in your life, upon careful self-examination.
Again, as you go through the list in 2 Timothy 3, think of these things not just as individual sins, but a
composite; an ugly composite of bad character. The people who love themselves, love money, boast, are
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without
self-control and brutal are the people who are the peril of our time, and a peril to their own lives. Good has
been revealed by God and His Son, perfectly illustrated by Christ. Through the gospel, we can be participants
in the highest good, leaving that which is bad and embracing what is morally and spiritually good. Yet there
are some who put themselves in peril by hating what is good. Those who do this, contribute to the moral peril
of society and stand guilty before God. These are people who are convinced of their own superiority, and they
campaign to advance their own cause. Then Paul wrote to Timothy about another peril: The problem
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addressed by the apostle writing to Timothy is, not just putting pleasure above God but in pursuit of pleasure,
excluding God! Loving pleasure rather than loving God. Preferring pleasure with such abandoned passion,
pleasure eventually becomes your God; and the real God is rejected. It is not the argument of this verse, nor
the argument of the Bible anywhere, that all pleasure is corrupt or ill-advised. God has supplied every human
need for our enjoyment. His moral law is for our pleasure. Jesus was sent, that we might be pleased to have the
forgiveness of our sins and the hope of heaven. We can faithfully apply the law of God to our lives, be
reverent, diligent in service and morally pure and enjoy, without compromise, the pleasures God has supplied
for our need. But when the pursuit of carnal pleasure becomes our obsession, that pursuit becomes our
personal peril. When we reach a point, where we prefer pleasure over God and we reject God to have a good
time we are overtaken by the tragedy of serving the devil, and setting ourselves up for eternal remorse. This is
about the external, not the internal! Externally, there is the appearance of religion, "a form of godliness. They
have the form, but not the substance of godliness. They claim devotion to God. They may have some
appearance of that devotion, but internally there is no real reverence for God; rather, a pursuit of self-interests.
What should the response of Christians be, to those who have a form of godliness, but deny divine power in
their conduct? These are lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good,
traitors, headstrong, haughty, and lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. Paul makes it plain: Creeping
into households; making captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts. And
notice he describes both the victims and the perpetuators as "always learning," but "never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth. What would Paul want Timothy to do about such conditions? What would Paul have
Timothy do, in view of the peril of these sins? Look into the next chapter of 2 Timothy. The only message that
can well inform people of their sin, then offer forgiveness, is the Word of God, the gospel of Christ. Berkley
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