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He appoints all other members of the Order â€” by convention, on the advice of the Government. Can anyone
be a member of the Order of the Legion of Honor? Technically, membership in the Legion is restricted to
French nationals. Foreign nationals who have served France or the ideals it upholds may, however, receive a
distinction of the Legion. The President of the Republic has decreed that every World War II veteran who has
fought under enemy fire on French soil is eligible for this distinction. How is the Legion of Honor awarded?
The Legion of Honor medal can be given by other members of the Order or by French ambassadors stationed
in a foreign country. The Legion of Honor can be granted at a large ceremony or a small gathering with family
and friends. It is a solemn and official event to honor the recipient, and to recognize their bravery and sacrifice
in the name of freedom. How can a veteran apply to receive the Legion of Honor? Upon presentation of their
military file, US veterans who risked their life during World War II fighting on French territory may be
awarded this distinction. Those selected are appointed to the rank of Knight of the Legion of Honor. The
Legion of Honor medal is not awarded posthumously. To be eligible to this outstanding award, the veteran
must fit strict criteria: Interested veterans of all branches of the armed forces must have fought in at least one
of the 4 main campaigns of the Liberation of France: Normandy, Provence, Ardennes or Northern France.
Actions having taken place in Belgium, Germany, Italy or any other neighboring European countries are not
taken into consideration. The file presented must contain: If possible, the file must also contain: This is
especially important for decorations that were not shown in the discharge document at the time of separation.
To be considered, these citations must have been issued during WWII or the close aftermath, and must relate
to events outstanding actions, wounds, having been made prisoner, evasions, having taken action with the
resistance, etc. This only includes ground, airspace and coastal waters. How does the selection process work?
If the file meets the criteria, it is sent to the Legion of Honor committee in Paris. The Legion of Honor
committee approves or rejects the candidate after appropriate review of his file. This process does not involve
an application. The process can take several months. Veterans who reside in Louisiana can send copies of their
files to:
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How to say honor in French What's the French word for honor? Here's a list of translations.

National Order of the Legion of Honour; French: History Consulat During the French Revolution , all of the
French orders of chivalry were abolished, and replaced with Weapons of Honour. It was the wish of Napoleon
Bonaparte , the First Consul , to create a reward to commend civilians and soldiers. Napoleon originally
created this award to ensure political loyalty. The members were paid, the highest of them extremely
generously: Napoleon famously declared, "You call these baubles, well, it is with baubles that men are led Do
you think that you would be able to make men fight by reasoning? That is good only for the scholar in his
study. The soldier needs glory, distinctions, rewards. Under the monarchy, such orders were often limited to
Roman Catholics, and all knights had to be noblemen. The military decorations were the perks of the officers.
This decoration, a cross on a large sash and a silver star with an eagle, symbol of the Napoleonic Empire,
became known as the Grand aigle Grand Eagle , and later in as the Grand cordon big sash, literally "big
ribbon". The title was made hereditary after three generations of grantees. This collar was abolished in
Although research is made difficult by the loss of the archives, it is known that three women who fought with
the army were decorated with the order: The Emperor always wore it and the fashion of the time allowed for
decorations to be worn most of the time. The king of Sweden therefore declined the order; it was too common
in his eyes. Today, they are in Moscow. To have done so would have angered the 35, to 38, members. The
images of Napoleon and his eagle were removed and replaced by the image of King Henry IV , the popular
first king of the Bourbon line. Three Bourbon fleurs-de-lys replaced the eagle on the reverse of the order. In ,
the grand cordons were renamed grand crosses and the legionnaires became knights. The king decreed that the
commandants were now commanders. The insignia were drastically altered; the cross now displayed tricolour
flags. In , there were 47, members. He made himself Emperor of the French exactly one year later on 2
December , after a successful plebiscite. Second Empire An Imperial crown was added. The crown was
replaced by a laurel and oak wreath. During World War I , some 55, decorations were conferred, 20, of which
went to foreigners. The large number of decorations resulted from the new posthumous awards authorised in
Fourth Republic The establishment of the Fourth Republic in brought about the latest change in the design of
the Legion of Honour. The date "" on the obverse was replaced by a single star. Organization Legal status and
leadership The Legion of Honour is a national order of France, meaning a public incorporated body. The
Grand Master appoints all other members of the order, on the advice of the French government. Appointments
of veterans of World War II , French military personnel involved in the North African Campaign and other
foreign French military operations, as well as wounded soldiers, are made independently of the quota.
Members convicted of a felony crime in French are automatically dismissed from the order. Wearing the
ribbon or rosette of a foreign order is prohibited if that ribbon is mainly red, like the ribbon of the Legion of
Honour. This is not mandatory with the ribbon. In practice, however, this is rarely done. There is not a single,
complete list of all the members of the Legion in chronological order. The number is estimated at one million,
including about 2, Grand Cross. In practice, in current usage, the order is conferred to entrepreneurs,
high-level civil servants , scientists, artists including famous actors and actresses, sport champions [10] as well
as others with connections in the executive. Members of the French Parliament cannot receive the order,
except for valour in war,[11] and ministers are not allowed to nominate their accountants. To be promoted to a
higher class, one had to perform new eminent services in the interest of France and a set number of years had
to pass between appointment and promotion. She was promoted to Grand Cross in The acceptance of being
awarded the Legion of Honour is not mandatory. The composers Maurice Ravel [13] and Charles Koechlin ,
for example, declined the award when it was offered to them. Foreign heads of state and their spouses or
consorts of monarchs are made Grand Cross as a courtesy. American and British veterans who served in either
World War I on French soil,[17] or during the campaigns to liberate France,[18][19] may be eligible for
appointment as Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, provided they were still living when the honour was
approved. Collective awards Collective appointments can be made to cities, institutions or companies. A total
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of 64 settlements in France have been decorated, as well as five foreign cities: French towns display the
decoration in their municipal coat of arms. This is the top valour award in France. It is rarely awarded, mainly
to soldiers who have died in battle. NCOs almost never achieve that award, except for the most heavily
decorated service members. Collective military awards Collective appointments can be made to military units.
Foreign military units can be decorated with the order, such as the U.
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The honor can be given each year to as many as 2, French citizens, who become members of the Order of the Legion,
and up to foreigners, who are honorees but not members.

The Legion of Honor is the highest French decoration and one of the most famous in the world. For two
centuries, it has been presented on behalf of the Head of State to reward the most deserving citizens in all
fields of activity. What is its purpose? As an honor, the Legion of Honor does not include any actual material
or financial benefit. However, it is an invaluable source of pride for the recipients and their families and an
example of civic service made public. Any French citizen with no criminal record, who has demonstrated
outstanding merits in the service of the nation, in a military or a civilian capacity. Twenty years of activity at
least are required to qualify for the Legion of Honor. How many have received it? The Legion of Honor has
93, members. Some foreigners can be awarded this honor every year but, unlike French nationals, they are not
members of the Legion of Honor. Can one apply for it? The Legion of Honor cannot be applied for. French
ministers are responsible for identifying potential honorees, relying on the societal network parliamentarians,
mayors, employers, leaders of trade unions or non-profit organizations, presidents of professional or sports
federations Can it be turned down? Some people express their objection in principle to the Legion of Honor
though they have not received it. In their case, we cannot speak of refusal. Turning down the Legion of Honor
implies prior admittance to the Order, by decree published in the Official Journal. In this very rare case of
refusal, the relevant individuals choose not to receive the decoration. Can it be taken away? The honor can be
revoked in the event of criminal conviction, or any action that is dishonorable or that may harm the interests of
France. The exclusion measure is announced by decree. What does it look like? The color of the ribbon is red.
The badge is a five-armed Maltese asterisk hung on an oak and laurel wreath. On the obverse is the effigy of
the Republic and on the reverse two tricolor flags surrounded by the motto "Honneur et Patrie" Honor and
Fatherland. When and how is it worn? The Legion of Honor is worn before any other French or foreign
insignia, on the left-hand side. On informal attire, one wears lapel insignia ribbon or rosette. Pendants and
small-size decorations are preferred for official ceremonies. The military has its own rules for wearing
insignia. How is it evolving? The Legion of Honor belongs to its time and adapts to changes in society. It
recognizes more and more the role of non-profit organizations end employees, the life achievements of
persons of modest origins, and the place of women through strict gender parity in each civilian awardees class.
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The French Legion of Honor is an order of distinction first established by Napoleon Bonaparte in May of It is the highest
decoration bestowed in France and is divided into five categories: Chevalier (Knight), Officier (Officer), Commandeur
(Commander), Grand Officier (Grand Officer) and Grand Croix (Grand Cross).

This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. May Consulat[ edit ] During the French
Revolution , all of the French orders of chivalry were abolished, and replaced with Weapons of Honour. It was
the wish of Napoleon Bonaparte , the First Consul , to create a reward to commend civilians and soldiers.
Napoleon originally created this award to ensure political loyalty. The members were paid, the highest of them
extremely generously: Napoleon famously declared, "You call these baubles, well, it is with baubles that men
are led Do you think that you would be able to make men fight by reasoning? That is good only for the scholar
in his study. The soldier needs glory, distinctions, rewards. Under the monarchy, such orders were often
limited to Roman Catholics, and all knights had to be noblemen. The military decorations were the perks of
the officers. This decoration, a cross on a large sash and a silver star with an eagle, symbol of the Napoleonic
Empire, became known as the Grand aigle Grand Eagle , and later in as the Grand cordon big sash, literally
"big ribbon". The title was made hereditary after three generations of grantees. This collar was abolished in
Although research is made difficult by the loss of the archives, it is known that three women who fought with
the army were decorated with the order: The Emperor always wore it and the fashion of the time allowed for
decorations to be worn most of the time. The king of Sweden therefore declined the order; it was too common
in his eyes. Today, they are in Moscow. To have done so would have angered the 35, to 38, members. The
images of Napoleon and his eagle were removed and replaced by the image of King Henry IV , the popular
first king of the Bourbon line. Three Bourbon fleurs-de-lys replaced the eagle on the reverse of the order. In ,
the grand cordons were renamed grand crosses and the legionnaires became knights. The king decreed that the
commandants were now commanders. The insignia were drastically altered; the cross now displayed tricolour
flags. In , there were 47, members. He made himself Emperor of the French exactly one year later on 2
December , after a successful plebiscite. Second Empire[ edit ] An Imperial crown was added. The crown was
replaced by a laurel and oak wreath. During World War I , some 55, decorations were conferred, 20, of which
went to foreigners. The large number of decorations resulted from the new posthumous awards authorised in
Fourth Republic[ edit ] The establishment of the Fourth Republic in brought about the latest change in the
design of the Legion of Honour. The date "" on the obverse was replaced by a single star. Organization[ edit ]
Legal status and leadership[ edit ] The Legion of Honour is a national order of France, meaning a public
incorporated body. The Grand Master appoints all other members of the order, on the advice of the French
government. Appointments of veterans of World War II , French military personnel involved in the North
African Campaign and other foreign French military operations, as well as wounded soldiers, are made
independently of the quota. Members convicted of a felony crime in French are automatically dismissed from
the order. Wearing the ribbon or rosette of a foreign order is prohibited if that ribbon is mainly red, like the
ribbon of the Legion of Honour. This is not mandatory with the ribbon. In practice, however, this is rarely
done. There is not a single, complete list of all the members of the Legion in chronological order. The number
is estimated at one million, including about 2, Grand Cross. In practice, in current usage, the order is conferred
to entrepreneurs, high-level civil servants , scientists, artists including famous actors and actresses, sport
champions [10] as well as others with connections in the executive. Members of the French Parliament cannot
receive the order, except for valour in war, [11] and ministers are not allowed to nominate their accountants.
To be promoted to a higher class, one had to perform new eminent services in the interest of France and a set
number of years had to pass between appointment and promotion. She was promoted to Grand Cross in The
acceptance of being awarded the Legion of Honour is not mandatory. The composers Maurice Ravel [13] and
Charles Koechlin , for example, declined the award when it was offered to them. Foreign heads of state and
their spouses or consorts of monarchs are made Grand Cross as a courtesy. American and British veterans who
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served in either World War I on French soil, [17] or during the campaigns to liberate France, [18] [19] may be
eligible for appointment as Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, provided they were still living when the
honour was approved. Collective awards[ edit ] Collective appointments can be made to cities, institutions or
companies. A total of 64 settlements in France have been decorated, as well as five foreign cities: French
towns display the decoration in their municipal coat of arms. This is the top valour award in France. It is rarely
awarded, mainly to soldiers who have died in battle. NCOs almost never achieve that award, except for the
most heavily decorated service members. Collective military awards[ edit ] Collective appointments can be
made to military units. Foreign military units can be decorated with the order, such as the U.
5: The Legion of Honor in 10 questions | La grande chancellerie
The complete guest list as provided by the White House for the state dinner honoring French President Emmanuel
Macron. President Trump and first lady Melania Trump French President Emmanuel Macron.

6: Legion of Honour - Wikipedia
Legion of Honor of France Save The Legion of Honour, full name National Order of the Legion of Honour (French: Ordre
national de la LÃ©gion d'honneur), [2] is the highest French order of merit for military and civil merits, established by
NapolÃ©on Bonaparte.

7: List of foreign recipients of the LÃ©gion d'Honneur - Wikipedia
PARIS â€” In France, the name Philippe PÃ©tain is a synonym for national shame, a stand-in for the darkest chapter in
modern French â€” and even European â€” history. PÃ©tain was the leader of.

8: The Legion d'Honneur for US veterans - Consulat GÃ©nÃ©ral de France Ã Boston
The Legion of Honor is the highest French decoration and one of the most famous in the world. For two centuries, it has
been presented on behalf of the Head of State to reward the most deserving citizens in all fields of activity.

9: Veteran receives Franceâ€™s highest military honor for his actions during WWII
More than 70 years later, on June 2, Wortman was presented with the French Legion of Honor for his efforts to liberate
France and, by extension, Western Europe during WWII.
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