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The breeze can also become a cold, biting, strong wind of up to 40 mph or more. You should see all the
lobster-red people glowing in the casinos at night. This town wants its visitors spending their money in the
casinos, not at Renaissance fairs and parades. June CineVegas Film Festival. This annual event, usually held
in early June, is growing in popularity and prestige, with film debuts from both independent and major studios,
plus lots of celebrities hanging around for the big parties. World Series of Poker. To enter the World
Championship Event purse: It costs nothing to go crowd around the tables and watch the action which, in ,
was televised for the first time on the Travel Channel. For more information, visit the official website at www.
October The Las Vegas Invitational. November The Comedy Festival. Launched in , this festival was such a
hit that it has since been turned it into an annual event. This collegiate championship event takes place the first
week in December in Sam Boyd Stadium. The top 15 male rodeo stars compete in six different events: It
usually begins on the first Friday in December and lasts through the following Sunday. For more information,
see www. Las Vegas Bowl Week. A championship football event in midDecember pits the winners of the
Mid-American Conference against the winners of the Big West Conference. The action takes place at the
32,seat Sam Boyd Stadium. From experience, we can tell you that there are a lot of people who come here on
December We mean a lot of people. During the Y2K festivities, almost all the , hotel rooms were sold out to ,
visitors. In , nearly , total jammed the Strip to watch the Hacienda implode. A major portion of the Strip is
closed down, sending the masses and their mass quantities of alcohol into the street. This is a biggie reserve
your hotel room early. The Strip is usually closed to street traffic, and hundreds of thousands of people pack
the area for the festivities. There are, of course, fireworks. Package tours are not the same as escorted tours.
They are simply a way to buy airfare and accommodations and sometimes extras like sightseeing tours and
hard-to-get show tickets at the same time. In many cases, a package that includes airfare, hotel, and a rental car
will cost you less than your hotel bill alone would have, had you booked it yourself. Packages, however, vary
widely. Some offer a better class of hotels than others. Some offer the same hotels for lower prices. With some
packagers, your choice of accommodations and travel days may be limited. Which package is right for you
depends entirely on what you want. Prices vary according to the season, seat availability, hotel choice,
whether you travel midweek or on the weekend, and other factors. Here are a few tips to help you tell one
package from another and figure out which one is right for you: Do a little homework. Are hotel taxes
included, or will you have to pay extra? Before you commit to a package, make sure you know how much
flexibility you have if, say, your kid gets sick or your boss suddenly asks you to adjust your vacation schedule.
Some packagers require ironclad commitments, while others will go with the flow, charging only minimal fees
for changes or cancellations. Stay away from fly-by-nights and shady packagers. If a deal appears to be too
good to be true, it probably is. Go with a reputable firm with a proven track record. This is where your travel
agent can come in handy; he or she should be knowledgeable about different packagers, the deals they offer,
and the general rate of satisfaction among their customers. So how do you find a package deal? Perhaps the
best place to start is with the airlines themselves, which often package their flights together with
accommodations. The biggest hotel chains, casinos, and resorts also offer package deals. Finally, another good
source for money-saving deals is online travel-planning sites, which frequently offer discounted packages to
Las Vegas. The most long-standing and reputable sites, Travelocity www. Travelers search by destination and
dates coupled with how much they are willing to spend. On the other hand, the distance between hotels
particularly on the Strip makes a vehicle of some sort virtually mandatory for most travelers with disabilities,
and it may be extremely strenuous and time-consuming to get from place to place even within a single hotel
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because of the crowds. Casinos are usually crowded, and the machines and tables are often laid out close
together, with chairs, people, and such blocking easy access. You should also consider that it is often a long
trek through larger hotels between the entrance and the room elevators or, for that matter, anywhere in the
hotel , and then add a crowded casino to the equation. This will not manifest itself in any signs of outrage
toward open displays of gay affection, but it does mean that the local gay community is largely confined to the
bar scene. This may be changing, with local gay pride parades and other activities gathering steam each year,
including the first-ever nighttime parade through Downtown with the mayor in attendance in QVegas, a
monthly magazine serving the gay community, provides information about bars, workshops, local politics,
support groups, shops, events, and more. You can find the magazine in bars, music stores, and most libraries
and bookstores. Anyone 50 or over can join. Since most hotels are laid out so that you have to frequently walk
through their casinos, you can see how this becomes a headache. Some casino hotels will not allow the
children of non-guests on the premises after 6pmâ€”and this policy is seriously enforced. Many hotels also
have enormous video arcades and other diversions. Many of the big hotels most MGM-Mirage hotels, for
example have security guards stationed at the elevators at night to prevent anyone other than guests from
going up to the room floors. Ask when you make your reservation. Always lock your door and deadbolt it to
prevent intruders from entering. The drive from Los Angeles is quite popular and, thanks to the narrow
two-lane highway, can get very crowded on Friday and Sunday afternoons with hopeful weekend gamblers
making their way to and from Vegas. By the way, as soon as you cross the state line, there are three casinos
ready to handle your immediate gambling needs, with two more about 20 min. From the south, take I west to
Phoenix and then U. Ah, it sure does sound nice. In the meantime, you can take the train to Los Angeles or
Barstow, California, and Amtrak will get you to Vegas by bus. Treeless mountains form a scenic backdrop to
hotels awash in neon glitter. Although it is one of the fastest-growing cities in America, for tourism purposes,
the city is quite compact. You non-gamblers will save lots of money bypassing the machines they are
avoidable , which are reputed to offer lower payback than the casinos. Getting to your hotel from the airport is
a cinch. Several other companies run similar venturesâ€”just stand outside on the curb, and one will be flagged
down for you. Buses from the airport leave about every 10 minutes. When you want to check out of your hotel
and head back to the airport, call at least 2 hours in advance to be safe though often you can just flag down a
shuttle outside any major hotel. Other similarly priced shuttles run 24 hours daily and can be found in the
same place. Their services might include reuniting families separated while traveling, feeding people stranded
without cash, or even providing emotional counseling. Similar services are provided by Help of Southern
Nevada, E. Hours are Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm. All the major car-rental companies are represented in
Las Vegas. But there is actually more to the town than that, maybe not as glitzy and glamorousâ€”okay,
definitely notâ€”but you will find still more casino action on Paradise Road and in east Las Vegas, mainstream
and alternative culture shopping on Maryland Parkway, and different restaurant choices all over the city.
Confining yourself to the Strip and Downtown is fine for a first-time visitor, but repeat customers should get
out and explore. Las Vegas Boulevard South the Strip is the originating point for addresses; any street crossing
it starts with 1 East and 1 West at its intersection with the Strip. Officially called Las Vegas Boulevard South,
it contains most of the top hotels in town and offers almost all of the major showroom entertainment.
First-time visitors will, and probably should, spend the bulk of their time on the Strip. If mobility is a problem
for you, then we suggest basing yourself in a South or MidStrip location. All of these offer proximity to the
Strip. Las Vegas at a Glance Washington Ave.
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Always confirm information before you make plans around a specific event. Twice a year some of the best
restaurants in New York offer three-course prix-fixe meals at almost affordable prices. February Chinese New
Year. Chinatown rings in its own New Year based on a lunar calendar with 2 weeks of celebrations, including
parades with dragon and lion dancers, plus vivid costumes of all kinds. Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show.
The ultimate purebred pooch fest. Check the website www. February 11 and 12, The parade usually starts at
11am, but go early if you want a good spot. There are no marching bands, no baton twirlers, no protesters.
Today, if you were planning to slip on a tasteful little numberâ€”say something delicately woven in straw with
a simple flower or two that matches your glovesâ€”you will not be the grandest lady in this springtime hike
along Fifth Avenue from 48th to 57th streets. The parade runs Easter Sunday from about 10am to 3 or 4pm.
Conceived in by the unofficial mayor of TriBeCa, Robert De Niro, the festival has grown in popularity and
prestige every year. In , the day festival featured over films and included special events like a Family Festival
Street Fair. Last week in April. Usually from 1 to 4pm daily, you can watch the ships and aircraft carriers as
they dock at the piers on the west side of Manhattan, tour them with on-duty personnel, and watch some
dramatic exhibitions by the U. June Museum Mile Festival. Fifth Avenue from 82nd to th streets is closed to
cars from 6 to 9pm as 20,plus strollers enjoy live music, from Broadway tunes to string quartets; street
entertainers; and free admission to nine Museum Mile institutions, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art
and the Guggenheim. Usually the second Tuesday in June. During the summer there is a parade for almost
every nationality or ethnicity. June is the month for among others the sometimes raucous but usually very
colorful Puerto Rican Day Parade and the Lesbian and Gay Pride Week and March, where Fifth Avenue goes
wild as the GLBT community celebrates with bands, marching groups, floats, and plenty of panache. The
parade starts on upper Fifth Avenue around 52nd Street and continues into the Village. Mid- to late June.
Shakespeare in the Park. The Delacorte Theater in Central Park is the setting for first-rate free performances
under the stars. Lincoln Center Festival This festival celebrates the best of the performing arts from all
overâ€”theater, ballet, contemporary dance, opera, nouveau circus performances, even puppet and
media-based art. Schedules are available in mid-March, and tickets go on sale in May or early June. Dance
lessons are offered with purchase of a ticket. August Lincoln Center Out of Doors. This series of free music
and dance performances is held outdoors on the plazas of Lincoln Center. Expect a full slate of music, from
gospel to hip-hop, and other festivities. Tickets go on sale in May or early June. Two weeks around Labor
Day. Come for the costumes, rhythms soca, calypso, reggae , colors, folklore, food jerk chicken, oxtail soup,
Caribbean soul food , and 2 million hip-shaking revelers. New York Film Festival. Screenings are held in
Lincoln Center venues; advance tickets are a good bet always, and a necessity for certain events especially
evening and weekend screenings. Late September to early October. Both Central Park skating rinks usually
close in early April. Greenwich Village Halloween Parade. This is Halloween at its most outrageous. Big
Apple is committed to maintaining the classical circus tradition with sensitivity and only features animals that
have a traditional working relationship with humans. A tent is pitched in Damrosch Park at Lincoln Center.
Late October through January. November New York City Marathon. Some 30, hopefuls from around the
world participate in the largest U. First Sunday in November. Starring the Radio City Rockettes and a cast that
includes live animals just try to picture the camels sauntering into the Sixth Ave. And the spectacular Art
Deco Radio City itself is a sight worth seeing. Throughout November and December. Huge hot-air balloons in
the forms of Snoopy, Bart Simpson, and other favorites are the best part of the fun. The night before, you can
usually see the big blow-up on Central Park West at 79th Street; call to see if it will be open to the public
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again this year. The ceremony is accompanied by ice-skating, singing, entertainment, and a huge crowd. Late
November or early December. Lighting of the Hanukkah Menorah. Hanukkah celebrations begin at sunset,
with the lighting of the first of the giant electric candles. The first place to look for babysitting is in your hotel
better yet, ask about babysitting when you reserve. Many hotels have babysitting services or will provide you
with lists of reliable sitters. The sitters are licensed, insured, and bonded, and can even take your child on
outings. Even so, always call first to be sure that the places you want to go to are fully accessible. They also
publish Access for All, a guidebook on accessibility, available free on the website, www. All of its employees
are extremely well versed in accessibility issues. They can provide a resource list of city agencies that serve
those with disabilities, and sometimes have special discounts available to theater and music performances. Big
Apple Greeter even offers one-to-one tours that pair volunteers with visitors with disabilities; they can even
introduce you to the public transportation system if you like. Reserve at least 1 week ahead. Many museums
and sights and some theaters and performance halls offer discounted admittance and tickets to seniors, so 10 C
H A P T E R 1. Many hotels offer senior discounts; Choice Hotels which include Comfort Inns, some of my
favorite affordable Midtown hotels. For a complete list of Choice Hotels, visit www. The Magazine and a
newsletter. Anyone over 50 can join. Many reliable agencies and organizations target the plus market. They
regularly offer programs in New York City. All over Manhattan, but especially in neighborhoods like the West
Village particularly Christopher St. The center is the meeting place for more than GLBT organizations. You
can check the online events calendar, which lists hundreds of happeningsâ€”lectures, dances, concerts,
readings, drag bingo, filmsâ€”or call for the latest. Their site offers links to gay-friendly hotels and
guesthouses in and around New York, plus tons of other information; the staff is also exceedingly friendly and
helpful in person or over the phone. Information about all three airports is available online at www. Even
though LaGuardia is the closest airport to Manhattan, it has a hideous reputation for flight delays and
on-the-ground chaos, in both ticket-desk lines and baggage claim. You may want to use JFK or Newark
instead. JFK has the best record for timeliness among New Yorkâ€”area airports. Almost every major
domestic carrier serves at least one of the New Yorkâ€”area airports; most serve two or all three. In recent
years, there has been rapid growth in the number of newer, budget airlines serving the city. Similar info is
available at www. The Port Authority also runs staffed Ground Transportation Information counters on the
baggage-claim level in each terminal at each airport, where you can get information and book all manner of
transport once you land. Most transportation companies also have courtesy phones near the baggage-claim
area. Generally, travel time between the airports and midtown Manhattan by taxi or car is 45 to 60 minutes for
JFK, 20 to 35 minutes for LaGuardia, and 35 to 50 minutes for Newark Liberty. There may be a line, but it
generally moves pretty quickly. The meter will not be turned on and the surcharge will not be added. The flat
rate does not apply on trips from Manhattan to the airport. The advantage they offer over taking a taxi is that
you can arrange your pickup in advance and avoid the hassles of the taxi line. Call at least 24 hours in advance
even earlier on holidays , and a driver will meet you near baggage claim or at your hotel for a return trip.
Besides the wait, the other disadvantage of this option is that curbside can be chaos during prime deplaning
hours. Vehicles range from sedans to vans to limousines and tend to be clean and comfortable. Prices vary
slightly by company and the size of car reserved, but expect a rate roughly equivalent to taxi fare if you
request a basic sedan and have only one stop; toll and tip policies are the same. Car services are not subject to
the flat-rate rule that taxis have for rides to and from JFK. Ask when booking what the fare will be and if you
can use your credit card to pay for the ride so there are no surprises at drop-off. There may be waiting charges
tacked on if the driver has to wait an excessive amount of time for your plane to land when picking you up,
but the car companies will usually check on your flight to get an accurate landing time. If you have a problem,
report it immediately to the main office. Even though you have to make a connection, the system is fast,
pleasant, affordable, and easy to use.
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Mary Herczog writes a great many books for Frommer's (Frommer's Las Vegas, Frommer's New Orleans, California For
Dummies, and Las Vegas For Dummies, among others) and lives in the hopes of writing a great many more.
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Whether you must watch the fiery spectacle on the colossal Island's volcano, play a hard around of golfing, snorkel with
sea turtles, or just relax with a mai tai to monitor the sundown, you could layout the ideal journey with Frommer's
transportable vast Island of Hawaii.
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