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He lives in New York City. Daily Fashion Report Book Review: The ties were an instant success. I mention
this to confirm the authenticity of the new book. His best known competitor would be Calvin Klein. This is
where Gross explains that, though Lauren originally wanted the book to be written, he had changed his mind.
It is an unauthorized biography. Some time ago when I was a relatively new member of the New York Times
fashion staff, I suggested an article for the Sunday magazine. I thought it had a catchy title: The Boys from
Mosholu Parkway. Both Ralph and Calvin who were the newest fashion designers to attract attention, lived a
few blocks apart in the northern reaches of The Bronx. I knew the area. I went to Hunter College, just a few
blocks away. At the time when fashion was filled with snobbery and the greatest designs were considered
French, these two young designers offered clean cut, modern clothes. Calvin even married one of them, Kelly
Rector. Day dreams about life in the fashion business is not much part of it. There are plenty of business deals,
clashes with competitors and so forth. The fashion business has changed monumentally in the past decades.
People bought clothes because they made them feel good. There was always a certain amount of
one-ups-manship, but that was part of the deal. Volume today is somewhere in the billions. But the main
person was always Ralph. Everybody seems to know by now that Ralph changed his last name from Lifshitz
to Lauren. That was in If the purpose of all this background was to point out that Ralph, known for his British
and Wasp clothes was Jewish, I do think it was overkill. He has homes in Colorado, Jamaica, Bedford and
Montauk. He has a fleet of them in his Montauk estate. The black Bentley seems to be a favorite. He has been
married for almost 40 years to Ricky, the mother of his three children. He often worked late, until 11 pm
keeping many of his staff with him. His staff called themselves the "polaroids. Since he was a child, Ralph
enjoyed the movies. The book is filled with the names of people Ralph hired, depended on for a while, paid
handsomely, and then fired. One of the few who remains almost from the beginning is Buffy Birrittella, his
right hand. She refused to be interviewed. The reason Ralph gave for not cooperating was an affair he was
supposed to have had with a model named Kim Nye. Michael said he could not eliminate the information
which had appeared in gossip columns. Ralph consequently asked relatives, friends and business
acquaintances not to speak with him. Possibly the book would have been cozier if he had helped. But still
there is plenty of minutiae. The author hardly seems to have left a stone unturned. If you want to know how a
boy from The Bronx made those things happen, you will find plenty of information. She was for 30 years the
senior fashion writer for The New York Times. Bernadine is one of the most respected fashion journalists in
the world. If you have questions or comments about her review e-mail Bernadine Morris.
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It doesn't really matter whether you believe he's a fashion genius or the world's luckiest tie salesman, because anyone
who has read the book on Ralph Lauren knows that he's both, in addition to.

Gross tells an engaging story. But he sure has an interesting life story. A page-turner that offers as much
insight into the fashion industry as it does into the Lauren mythology. He lays out the minutiae of business
deals gone wrong and explains how Lauren and his associates managed to pull back from the brink of
financial disaster more than once. Lauren has crowned himself the ruler of a dream kingdom in which
authority and respect, a feeling of being somehow special, can be conferred by dressing in old-money classics
â€” and, best of all, using new money to buy the whole package. There are lots of power trips and even a little
infidelity, but mostly we read about how Ralphie Lifshitz, a descendant of rabbis, became Ralph Lauren, the
definer of the American WASP lifestyle. The Ugly Business of Beautiful Women such a contentious best
sellerâ€¦ A portrait of the designer as an insecure, egotistical, controlling, and, yes, unfaithful man. Everyone
knows the name Ralph Lauren. Many people know that he was born Ralphie Lifshitz. But not even Lauren
himself knows the extra-ordinary history of his ancestry. Genuine Authentic is that story. Horatio Alger, step
aside. Lauren, the descendant of generations of eastern European rabbis, is the embodiment of modern
ambition. He stands as a symbol of the awesome rewards of self-invention â€” and not just because he turned
a talent for designing ties into a ten-billion-dollar international business. He also demonstrates how precarious
success is, how hard a road life can be even for the driven. Lauren is considered by many to be a phony and a
copycat. His products have revolutionized the way almost everything is sold and the way great brands are
built. And his business is a stunning American success. There are at least two Ralph Laurens. Along the way,
Lauren conquered self-doubt and survived business reverses, even several brushes with bankruptcy. Genuine
Authentic follows Lauren through an unhappy childhood and confused adolescence â€” torn between an
immigrant culture and his material desires â€” to fame as a gray-haired thirty-something, and, finally, to the
man he is today. In recent years, after surviving brain tumor surgery, Lauren suffered from a massive midlife
crisis, finding solace with a beautiful blond model. He survived that, too, and in the nineties took his company
public, making him a billionaire but creating a whole new set of challenges to confront, new horizons to
conquer, starting with Wall Street, and then on to the rest of the world. Or the real thing?
3: Genuine Authentic | Michael Gross
Genuine Authentic: The Real Life of Ralph Lauren is as dishy and scurrilous as Gross' other best seller, Model Gross
does what Lauren has spent big bucks and lots of energy preventing others from doing: exposing how Lauren rose to
the top as a gentle, modest, secure tycoon while being a narcissistic, insecure, rampaging tyrant.

4: The Lauren Family | Observer
There are at least two Ralph Laurens. To the public he's a gentle, modest, yet secure and purposeful man. Inside the
walls of Polo Ralph Lauren, though, he was long seen by some as a narcissist, an A fascinating and comprehensive
look into the life of American fashion designer Ralph Lauren, now with.

5: Editions of Genuine Authentic: The Real Life of Ralph Lauren by Michael Gross
Read an Excerpt. Genuine Authentic The Real Life of Ralph Lauren Chapter One. At the end of , Polo Ralph Lauren
acquired a twenty-year lease on the landmark Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo House, a five-story French Renaissance
Revival palace completed in at the corner of Madison Avenue and Seventy-second Street in Manhattan.
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A fascinating and comprehensive look into the life of American fashion designer Ralph Lauren, now with an
afterword."Deep-dish sharp-clawed honestly admiring."â€”New York TimesThere are at least two Ralph Laurens.

7: Genuine Authentic : The Real Life of Ralph Lauren by Michael Gross | eBay
Genuine Authentic: The Real Life of Ralph Lauren by Michael Gross A copy that has been read, but remains in excellent
condition. Pages are intact and are not marred by notes or highlighting, but may contain a neat previous owner name.

8: Genuine Authentic: The Real Life of Ralph Lauren by Michael Gross
Like his previous book, Model, Gross's new work will undoubtedly be mined for the more gossipy nuggets embedded in
his meticulous research and artful www.enganchecubano.com is a shame, because the crackerjack.

9: Genuine Authentic Excerpt | Michael Gross
DFR: Daily Fashion Report: Book Review: Genuine Authentic - The Real Life of Ralph Lauren In the interest of full
disclosure, I'd like to report that the way Ralph Lauren started on his more than 35 year career as fashion mogul with his
revolutionary wide ties is exactly as I remember it.
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