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1: World War I reparations | Military Wiki | FANDOM powered by Wikia
After World War II, both West Germany and East Germany were obliged to pay war reparations to the Allied
governments, according to the Potsdam www.enganchecubano.com Axis nations were obliged to pay war reparations
according to the Paris Peace Treaties,

Are you a child of a Holocaust survivor who was interned in a Ghetto? You may be entitled to a large sum of
money! Even if you are already receiving compensation from the Claims Conference or from the German
authorities, including the German Pension Insurance you may be eligible to receive additional payments. The
pension is paid even to those who were interned for a short period of time in a Ghetto including Ghettos in
Amsterdam, Bulgaria New! The possibilities are for a one-time retroactive compensation, as well as a monthly
payment from the German Social Security. Who is entitled to compensation? Any individual who was interned
in a Ghetto, even for a short while, may be entitled to a monthly payment as well as a one-time retroactive
payment â€” in some instances dated back to the year A widow er of a Holocaust survivor is also eligible for
a pension from Germany that would have been paid to the deceased spouse, including cases in which the
spouse has been deceased for many years. If you are an heir of a ghetto survivor who was alive on June 27, ,
you may be entitled to a one-time payment. Is this procedure complicated? We will help you to file the claims
for all the money you justly deserve. We will take care of completing all the forms and paperwork, collecting
documentation as well all legal representation before the German authorities. Do I have to visit your legal
office in person? Many of our clients are advanced in age and find it difficult to travel. You do not have to
leave your home in order to take advantage of our services. This authentication can also be received by your
physician. What documents do I need to submit? There is no need to fill out any forms; we will process all the
necessary paperwork for you. How much do you charge? We do not charge a fee for our services. After
successfully filing the claim, the German Social Security will transfer the money directly into your bank
account. You will not be charged any fee if your claim was rejected. I am not sure if my relatives or I are
eligible; how do I find out? Or you may leave your information on the form below and we will get back to you
with a professional response. We have successfully assisted many Holocaust victims in receiving what they
are entitled to and we will be happy to help you as well. For free advice, with no obligation on your part, call
us now at:
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2: How Germany Ended Its World War I Reparations Payments - TIME
Detlev Peukert states, "Reparations did not, in fact, bleed the German economy" as had been feared, however the
"psychological effects of reparations were extremely serious, as was the strain that the vicious circle of credits and
reparations placed the international financial system".

Background[ edit ] Avocourt , , one of the many destroyed French villages where reconstruction would be
funded by reparations In , the First World War broke out. In part, this speech called for Germany to withdraw
from the territory it had occupied and for the formation of a League of Nations. Extensive looting took place
as German forces removed whatever material they could use and destroyed the rest. Hundreds of mines were
destroyed along with railways, bridges, and entire villages. Prime Minister of France Georges Clemenceau
was determined, for these reasons, that any just peace required Germany to pay reparations for the damage it
had caused. Clemenceau viewed reparations as a way of weakening Germany to ensure it could never threaten
France again. He also argued that reparations should include war pensions for disabled veterans and
allowances for war widows, which would reserve a larger share of the reparations for the British Empire. In
February , Foreign Minister Count Ulrich von Brockdorff-Rantzau informed the Weimar National Assembly
that Germany would have to pay reparations for the devastation caused by the war, but would not pay for
actual war costs. However, he proceeded to deny that Germany was solely responsible for the war. Instead of
stating " Germany accepts responsibility of Germany and her allies causing all the loss and damage The Treaty
of Versailles stated that a Reparation Commission would be established in This commission would consider
the resources available to Germany and her capacity to pay, provide the German Government with an
opportunity to be heard on the subject, and decide on the final reparation figure that Germany would be
required to pay. The money would be used to pay Allied occupation costs and to buy food and raw materials
for Germany. Therefore, the treaty required Bulgaria to pay a sum equivalent of 2. This would not be credited
towards the reparation figure. They would, however, be credited for these goods. The Germans countered with
an offer of 30 billion. Furthermore, "Allied experts knew that Germany could not pay billion marks and that
the other Central Powers could pay little. Thus, the A and B Bonds, which were genuine, represented the
actual Allied assessment of German capacity to pay. Commodities paid in kind included coal, timber,
chemical dyes, pharmaceuticals, livestock, agricultural machines, construction materials, and factory
machinery. The gold value of these would be deducted from what Germany was required to pay. The German
Government was to issue bonds at five per cent interest and set up a sinking fund of one per cent to support the
payment of reparations. In , the Bulgarian reparation obligation was abandoned following the Lausanne
Conference. When the Treaty of Lausanne was signed in , Turkish reparations were "eliminated altogether".
The sign on the left reads "The Ruhr remains German". The right placard reads "We never want to be vassals".
From the initiation of reparations, German coal deliveries were below the level agreed. In an attempt to rectify
this situation, the Spa Conference was held in July At this conference it was decided that Germany would be
paid five marks per coal ton delivered to facilitate coal shipments and help feed the miners. Despite this,
Germany continued to default on her obligations. French and Belgian delegates urged the seizure of the Ruhr
to encourage the Germans to make more effort to pay, while the British supported postponing payments to
facilitate the financial reconstruction of Germany. The timber quota was based upon a German proposal and
the default was massive. Britain was the lone dissenting voice to both measures. On 11 January, French and
Belgian soldiersâ€”supported by engineers including an Italian contingentâ€”entered the region, initiating the
Occupation of the Ruhr. Judging others by themselves, the English, who are blinded by their loyalty, have
always thought that the Germans did not abide by their pledges inscribed in the Versailles Treaty because they
had not frankly agreed to them We, on the contrary, believe that if Germany, far from making the slightest
effort to carry out the treaty of peace, has always tried to escape her obligations, it is because until now she has
not been convinced of her defeat We are also certain that Germany, as a nation, resigns herself to keep her
pledged word only under the impact of necessity. However, the real issue behind the occupation was not
German defaults on coal and timber deliveries, but the forcing of Germany "to acknowledge her defeat in
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World War I and to accept the Versailles Treaty". Dawes Plan The first American gold arrives as per the
Dawes Plan Although the French succeeded in their objective during the Ruhr occupation, the Germans had
wrecked their economy by funding passive resistance and brought about hyperinflation. Dawes was formed to
consider "from a purely technical standpoint" how to balance the German budget, stabilize the economy and
set an achievable level of reparations. French troops were to withdraw from the Ruhr, a bank independent of
the German Government with a ruling body at least 50 per cent non-German was to be established, and the
German currency was to be stabilized. The payment of reparations was also reorganized. In the first year
following the implementation of the plan, Germany would have to pay 1 billion marks. This figure would rise
to 2. A Reparations Agency was established with Allied representatives to organize the payment of
reparations. Furthermore, a loan of million marks was to be raisedâ€”over 50 per cent coming from the United
States, 25 per cent from Britain, and the balance from other European nationsâ€”to back the German currency
and to aid in the payment of reparations. Under the Dawes Plan, Germany always met her obligations.
However, they considered the plan a temporary measure and expected a revised plan at a future date. In late ,
the Agent-General for Reparations "called for a more permanent scheme" for payments and in the Germans
followed suit. The French, aware of their weakening political and financial position, acquiesced. On 16
September , a joint Entente-German statement acknowledging the need for a new reparation plan was issued.
It was chaired by the American banker Owen D. Young and presented its findings in June In addition, foreign
oversight of German finances was to end with the withdrawal of the Reparations Agency, which would be
replaced by the Bank for International Settlements. The bank was established to provide cooperation among
central banks and to receive and disburse reparation payments. In December , 5. In May, Creditanstalt â€”the
largest bank in Austriaâ€”collapsed, sparking a banking crisis in Germany and Austria. This resulted in a
massive withdrawal of domestic and foreign funds from German banks. By mid-July, all German banks had
closed. Further attempts to enlist British support to end reparations failed; the British said it was a joint issue
with France and the United States. In June, Hoover publicly proposed a one-year moratorium to reparation and
war debts. By July, the " Hoover Moratorium " had been accepted. The French, initially hesitant, eventually
agreed to support the American proposal. His position was supported by the British and Italians, and opposed
by the French. On 16 June, the Lausanne Conference opened. However, discussions were complicated by the
ongoing World Disarmament Conference. At the latter conference, the US informed the British and French
that they would not be allowed to default on their war debts. In turn, they recommended that war debts be tied
into German reparation payments, to which the Germans objected. On 9 July, an agreement was reached and
signed. The German figure includedâ€”other than gold or goods in kindâ€”the scuttling of the German fleet at
Scapa Flow , state property lost in lands ceded to other countries, and the loss of colonial territories. He
estimates that Germany paid no more than 19 billion gold marks. Stephen Schuker, in his definitive
econometric study , pp. The net capital transfer into Germany amounted to In effect, therefore, America paid
reparations to Germanyâ€”four times more, in price-adjusted terms, than the U. In , following the cancellation
of reparations, the new German Chancellor Adolf Hitler cancelled all payments. In June , an agreement on this
existing debt was reached with West Germany , which agreed to make symbolic token payments against the
loans that had been defaulted on in the s, but deferred some of the debt until West and East Germany were
unified. In , following reunification, Germany began making the final payments towards the loans.
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3: Reparations | war | www.enganchecubano.com
On Sept. 20, , three months after the end of World War II, Chaim Weizmann, on behalf of the Jewish Agency, submitted
to the governments of the US, USSR, UK, and France, a memorandum demanding reparations, restitution, and
indemnification due to the Jewish people from Germany for its involvement in the Holocaust.

A booklet containing the full text of the reparations agreement, The first page of the printed agreement
NliParagraph3 In the autumn of , with the foundation of the Federal Republic of Germany in the area occupied
by the western Allied Powers, the nascent German state still lacked complete sovereignty in every realm. The
laws of occupation were still valid and canceling them depended on a variety of political and financial
arrangements. One of the conditions for complete German sovereignty pertained to the reparations to be paid
to Holocaust victims. In principle, the political leadership of the State of Israel was interested in receiving
reparations from Germany, but initially, was unprepared to enter into direct negotiations with German
representatives. Eventually, negotiations began in early , in the city of The Hague, Holland. The discussions
between the two delegations were not easy. This was not surprising in light of the difficult topic and the fact
that only seven years had passed since the liberation of the concentration camps and the end of WWII. Most of
the population in West Germany opposed the reparations. The German public mainly was against the large
sum that Chancellor Adenauer was prepared to accept as a starting point of the negotiations, some four billion
German marks. However, Adenauer understood well that there was no alternative to reaching a compromise
with the Israeli side, in order to restore West Germany to its proper standing among the nations of the world.
In contrast, every claim against the East German government remained unanswered since the Communist
regime, which obeyed instructions from Moscow, never recognized the responsibility of the entire German
people for the Holocaust and the atrocities committed in its name until The negotiations between the countries
were long and difficult. Many discussions were held, some of which conducted under a veil of secrecy out of
fear that the representatives would be physically harmed. In May , a serious crisis occurred, and the sides left
the discussions following a heated debate regarding the amount to be paid as reparation. Ultimately, towards
the end of , the representatives â€” among them, the President of the World Jewish Congress, Nahum
Goldmann â€” reached an agreement. According to the agreement, West Germany committed to supply the
State of Israel with goods and services valuing 3. Part of the agreement was the German assurance to enable
personal reparations too, as well as the return of property to its legal owners. In order to follow through on this
agenda, an additional sum of million marks was promised. Not only did many German citizens have
reservations about the agreement-in-process. In the spring of , when the negotiations between the two parties
was already underway, Begin gave speeches at mass demonstrations organized against the reparations.
Demonstrators included many Holocaust victims who had not come to terms with the contact between the
Jewish State and the Germans, who only seven years earlier had been part of the Third Reich, the embodiment
of evil in modern Jewish history. The thought that those who just yesterday had been the worst murderers of
the Jews would today pay monetary compensation for an unforgivable crime was for many an intolerable
prospect. A certain opposition arose also to the idea that the young State of Israel was taking on itself to
represent the Jews as a whole and was agreeing in their name to accept monetary compensation from the
Germans. On September 10, , the representatives signed the agreement. The signing took place at a neutral
location: Today, most historians agree that it is thanks to Adenauer that the agreement received political
support in Germany, support which had not existed during the various stages of contacts made to pave the way
to the agreement. His sincere understanding that there was no doubt regarding the responsibility of modern
Germany for Nazi crimes shaped one of the basic guidelines of German policy to this day. Official
information from the German government regarding reparations, As part of the reparations, many goods
reached Israel which helped the state economy to stabilize over the years. For example, Israel received
new-fangled German-manufactured trains, which were operated for a number of years by the Israel Railways.
However, it quickly became apparent that the delicate motors could not withstand the climatic conditions of
the Middle East, so that the trains were removed from service. Some of the cars enjoyed a surprising second
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4: Milestones: â€“ - Office of the Historian
World War I ended over the weekend. Germany made its final reparations-related payment for the Great War on Oct. 3,
nearly 92 years after the country's defeat by the Allies. That's not to say that Germany has been paying its dues
consistently over the decades; the country defaulted on its loans many.

For more information, please see the full notice. Dawes Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress
At the end of the First World War, the victorious European powers demanded that Germany compensate them
for the devastation wrought by the four-year conflict, for which they held Germany and its allies responsible.
Unable to agree upon the amount that Germany should pay at the Paris Peace Conference in , the United
States, the United Kingdom, France, and the other Allies established a Reparation Commission to settle the
question. When Germany defaulted on a payment in January , France and Belgium occupied the Ruhr in an
effort to force payment. Instead, they met a government-backed campaign of passive resistance. Inflation in
Germany, which had begun to accelerate in , spiraled into hyperinflation. The value of the German currency
collapsed; the battle over reparations had reached an impasse. Loans to Allied Powers Meanwhile, a second
wartime financial issue was causing tension among the former co-belligerents. Time and again, Washington
rejected calls to cancel these debts in the name of the common wartime cause; it also resisted efforts to link
reparations to inter-allied war debts. In , London made this link explicit in the Balfour Note, which stated that
it would seek reparations and wartime debt repayments from its European allies equal to its debt to the United
States. That same year, Congress created the United States War Debt Commission to negotiate repayment
plans, on concessionary terms, with the 17 countries that had borrowed money from the United States. The
Dawes Plan In late , with the European powers stalemated over German reparations, the Reparation
Commission formed a committee to review the situation. Headed by Charles G. Dawes Chicago banker,
former Director of the Bureau of the Budget, and future Vice President , the committee presented its proposal
in April Economic policy making in Berlin would be reorganized under foreign supervision and a new
currency, the Reichsmark, adopted. Morgan floated the loan on the U. Over the next four years, U. These
countries, in turn, used their reparation payments from Germany to service their war debts to the United
States. The Young Plan In the autumn of , another committee of experts was formed, this one to devise a final
settlement of the German reparations problem. In , the committee, under the chairmanship of Owen D. Foreign
supervision of German finances would cease and the last of the occupying troops would leave German soil.
The Young Plan also called for the establishment of a Bank for International Settlements, designed to facilitate
the payment of reparations. Committee chairman Owen D. In , as the world sunk ever deeper into depression,
a one-year moratorium on all debt and reparation payments was declared at the behest of President Herbert
Hoover; an effort to renew the moratorium the following year failed. At the Lausanne Conference in ,
European nations agreed to cancel their reparation claims against Germany, save for a final payment. After the
November election of Franklin D. Roosevelt, France and the United Kingdom resurrected the link between
reparations and war debts, tying their Lausanne Conference pledge to cancel their claims against Germany to
the cancellation of their debts to the United States. The United States would not accept the proposal. By mid,
all European debtor nations except Finland had defaulted on their loans from the United States. Nevertheless,
the Dawes and Young Plans were important U. Coming so soon after the U.
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5: International Center for Holocaust Reparations
Germany made an initial reparations payment of $ million - or about percent of the total - in August But even this placed
enormous strains on the German economy, which had dwindling gold reserves, little foreign trade and was reliant on
imported raw materials for its industries.

Comment Earlier this week, Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras assigned a committee in his national
parliament to address the issue of making fresh demands for billions World War II reparations payments from
Germany. In my opinion, the German government is correct about this. The problem, however, is that this
reference to the formal legal position no longer mollifies the discussion with Greece. One should argue in
broader terms. Reparations demands are about transfer payments, be they between two states because of the
general costs of war, or between private individuals, particularly because of war crimes. In addition to the
legal components, these questions also have a moral one. And at the moment, we are experiencing a strong
moralizing in government relations between Greece and Germany. At the very latest, Greece was required to
register claims for reparations at the end of the so-called Two-Plus-Four Treaty negotiations in In any case,
the Greeks did not do so in time. There are good reasons to interpret this silence as acceptance, as a
relinquishment of reparations. Yet the more important thought is that there is an obvious reason for the
silence. In the past decades, Germany has provided enormous transfer payments, to Greece as well -- not as
reparations, but as a part of European integration. We are talking about a figure in the high double-digit
billions, a sum that easily reached the level of possible reparations payments. Greece could always count on
support. When the country was accepted as a member of the European Community in , it was a tottering
candidate. That sounds like a deal: Eschewing reparations in exchange for acceptance into the currency union?
Perhaps not so direct. But in unspoken terms, these associated transfers of wealth were the implicit way in
which Germany sought to do justice to its responsibility for World War II. The so-called Economic Miracle in
Germany was also made possible by the fact that the question of reparations was put aside in the London Debt
Agreement, explicitly so that Germany could prosper. As a part of European integration, other countries
rightly profited from that -- especially the Greeks. It was a smart and modern form of addressing the issue of
reparations. With that, in my opinion, demands for reparations should not only be rejected for formal legal
reasons, they should also be viewed as having been fulfilled economically, politically and morally. Why is it
that the German government never called on the Greeks to formally renounce reparations? Some things were
settled and finalized, like damages to civilian victim groups. The Greek government received money for that.
And for a long time, both sides seemed happy not picking at old wounds. What about the forced Greek central
bank loan of that is being so widely discussed? It was not a standard loan contract, particularly because there
was no interest payments attached to it. In my view, it thus falls into the category of reparations and, as such,
the issue is already finalized. If you take a different view, the Greeks would only be able to demand a
repayment of the loan, but no interest. If the Greeks continue to consider their demands to be justified, are they
allowed to seize German government property on Greek soil, like the Goethe Institute, for example? Not
according to international law. If they did so anyway, Germany could take them to the International Court of
Justice. Could Greece also challenge Germany at the court over the issue of reparations? Only if Germany
agreed to submit itself to such proceedings, because this deals with legal issues from the past. Before even a
euro flowed to Greece in further reparations, the German government could offset the claims. We are talking
about a high figure in the double-digit billions, a sum that easily reached the level of possible reparations
payments.
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6: The Reparations Agreement of and the response in Israel
Germany did not resume reparation payments for World War I until , eight years after World War II came to an end. At
the time, Germany was split into two separate countries, West Germany and.

Blog Reparations At the conclusion of World War I, Germany reluctantly agreed to pay unspecified
reparations in the armistice agreement of November Later at Versailles they were required to sign a treaty that
assigned full responsibility to them for causing the conflict Article , the "war guilt clause" and called for the
creation of an international reparations commission to determine the amount of damages. Payments were to be
made in cash or by such in-kind commodities as steel and coal. Representatives of the German government
were extremely reluctant to shoulder this crushing debt and did so only under the full weight of international
pressure. However, an economic crisis had gripped Germany, which caused runaway inflation and an end to
additional installments. In May , Allied governments granted Germany a temporary moratorium on reparations
payments in the hope that their economy would recover during that period and enable the resumption of
regular installment payments. France bitterly opposed the moratorium, having suffered severely from German
aggression, but eventually agreed. At the end of the prescribed period, Germany was in no position to resume
payments and defaulted. In January , an impatient France, accompanied by a token Belgian force, marched
into the Ruhr Valley and set up a military occupation, figuring that control of the valuable industrial area
could help force the resumption of payments. The United States, of course, had not signed the peace treaty
with Germany and had no claim to any reparations. However, hoping to avert a deepening of the international
crisis, the Coolidge and Hoover administrations sponsored international plans to deal with the reparations
issue: The Dawes Plan The Young Plan The Republican presidents of the s consistently denied that any link
existed between war debt payments owed to the U. However, the fact was that the Allied recipients of the
reparations payments were unable to pay the U. This self-defeating stance did little to maintain good relations
between the U. Further, the simple fact that the United States worked actively to draft the Dawes and Young
plans was an acknowledgement that indeed war debts and reparations were inseparably connected. Otherwise,
why would the U. However, a final accounting of damages caused by these nations was never completed and
no reparations were collected. See other foreign issues confronting the Harding administration. Off-site search
results for "Reparations"
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7: Germany to Pay Million Euros in Reparations to Holocaust Survivors - SPIEGEL ONLINE
Dawes Plan, arrangement for Germany's payment of reparations after World War I. On the initiative of the British and
U.S. governments, a committee of experts, presided over by an American financier, Charles G. Dawes, produced a
report on the question of German reparations for presumed liability for World War I.

This was an astonishing amount by any measure. The German delegates refused to accept this figure, quite
understandably, forcing the commission to reconvene in London in March. By then, Germany was under
considerable pressure to agree to a final reparations figure. The reparations instalments were to be paid
quarterly in gold or foreign exchange backed by gold, along with tradable commodities such as steel, raw iron
or coal. Berlin was informed that any defaults on these payments would lead to the occupation of the industrial
Ruhr region and the confiscation of raw materials and industrial equipment there. Though this revised amount
was less than two-thirds the figure first proposed, it remained well beyond the capacity of the war-ravaged
German economy. In England, the noted economist John Maynard Keynes criticised the agreed figure,
suggesting that the true amount of war damages had been exaggerated by the Allies, particularly France and
Belgium. Forcing Germany to pay the full amount, Keynes argued, would not only devastate the German
economy, it would have a detrimental impact on European trade and probably generate considerable political
instability. Yet reparations were more than merely a contributory factor to the acceleration of inflation. The
connection between the reparations saga and the collapse of the mark is too strong to be coincidental. But even
this placed enormous strains on the German economy, which had dwindling gold reserves, little foreign trade
and was reliant on imported raw materials for its industries. This was granted in May , despite the opposition
of the French government. In the value of the German Reichsmark collapsed; by late in the year it took almost
3, Reichsmarks to purchase one US dollar. Unable to import or buy foreign exchange, the German government
found itself unable to meet its reparations obligations. The French government, believing the German
government was acting purposefully and dishonestly by withholding payments, began to agitate for punitive
action. Germany was not the only European nation struggling to pay its wartime debts. France was itself
defaulting on instalments for its war debts, particularly those to its largest creditor, the United States. The
post-war economic malaise and the issues of war debts and reparations remained divisive issues for much of
the s. The reparations figures were constantly being challenged and revised, most notably by the Dawes Plan
and the Young Plan The defeated Germany agreed to pay war reparations, as determined at the Versailles
conference. The French were the strongest advocates for a massive figure, hoping to keep Germany bankrupt
and weak. The German economy slumped in , with currency inflation, strikes and falling production. Unable
to make further payments, the Germans saw French troops occupy the Ruhr industrial region. Content on this
page may not be republished or distributed without permission. For more information please refer to our
Terms of Use. To reference this page, use the following citation:
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8: Germany finishes paying WWI reparations, ending century of 'guilt' - www.enganchecubano.com
Reparations: Reparations, Payment in money or materials by a nation defeated in war. After World War I, reparations to
the Allied Powers were required of Germany by the Treaty of Versailles. The original amount of $33 billion was later
reduced by the Dawes Plan and the Young Plan and was canceled after

Germany World War II reparations: But Poland, Greece and other countries would have to cooperate. Warsaw
Ghetto in DW: The governments in Athens and Warsaw do not consider the issue of reparations to be over.
What are the most significant differences in reparations policy and debt between Greece and Poland? The
destruction in Poland was undoubtedly greatest where the Germans invaded with systematic planning. Under
the Generalplan Ost, they wanted to Germanize Poland. The situation was different in Greece, where the
Germans only sought to set up naval and air bases in Thessaloniki and Crete. They were also searching for
potential collaborators on the side. The Nazis were overwhelmed by the vehemence of the [Greek] resistance
and responded with senseless massacres. In addition, there are the figures. Both Poland and Greece have
suffered the fate of the so-called "little allies. Roth has been attacked for his position on reparations You
opened your book with the topic of reparations for Greece at the beginning of the debt crisis and you posed the
idea that the debt be settled in accordance with the loans forced on the Greek national bank by the Nazis
during WWII. How realistic was that suggestion? The idea had some things going for it but I have moved on.
The proposal came from economists, among others, who wanted to remind Berlin of the massive debt relief
[the then-German government received]. Meanwhile, I have come to believe that there are different factors at
play. Compensation is an ethical issue and should not be linked to current economic problems. In the new
edition [of the book], I am also in discussion with economists who, when calculating their reparation debt,
converted the calculated value of the destruction and humanitarian damage into a fictitious loan and then
added interest. This commercializes the reparation debt. We have refrained from including interest in our own
calculations. This [omission] is sometimes disadvantageous for reparation creditors, but [doing so] is
indisputable. What figures have you come to? It will never be possible to repay that high a debt. It will always
be just about paying off a small share, perhaps one-tenth or one-fifth, as Germany is obliged to pay
reparations. The German government recognizes the moral debt for its Nazi past, but it also believes the
reparation question has been adequately dealt with. That box needs to be opened. There have been other
countries with similar initiatives â€” the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, the former Yugoslavia. I believe we
need a multilateral solution. The best option would be a joint approach by Greece, Poland, the former
Yugoslavia, Italy and others, based on the 2-plus-4 agreement [which paved the way for German reunification
in â€” the ed. Will Germany pay it back? The agreement was effectively a peace treaty that did not tackle the
reparations issue â€” to the detriment of those countries that were not signatories of the treaty. It means the
agreement is nonbinding for them, in accordance with international law, which is very clear on this and the
German government knows this, too. It knows that the obligations it has do not fall under the statute of
limitations and that nothing has been settled. It is all still up in the air. Berlin fears nothing more than a joint
approach by the countries mentioned above. Using it would have the advantage of getting non-EU countries
like Belarus and Ukraine to the negotiating table. In Poland, the debate about reparations is very emotional.
There have also been allegations at some of the meetings on our book on reparations. He works for the the
Foundation for Social History of the 20th Century. He is co-author of the book "Reparationsschuld" the
obligation for reparations that is set to be published shortly in English, Greek and Polish.
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9: World War I reparations - Simple English Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The post-world war II German-Israeli reparations program is the largest, most comprehensive reparations program ever
implemented. Traditionally, reparations were supported by the vanquished and were designed to compensate the victor
for the damages caused during the war.

Summary Reparations were the payments which required Germany to pay to repair all the damage of the war.
The first problem was to work out how much. The figure was changed many times during â€” This led to
hyperinflation, and the Munich Putsch. Germany was falling apart, and the Allies realised that they would
have to do something. For five years, this worked well, but in , the Depression started. So the Young Plan of
reduced the total amount of reparations, and gave Germany longer to pay. Finally, as the crisis got worse, in ,
the Allies ended reparations. Reparations were the payments required by the Treaty of Versailles, by which
Germany had to pay to repair all the damage of the war. To the victors, it seemed fair. Germany had caused
â€” and in Clause had accepted the blame for â€” the war. So German should pay for the damage. In addition,
to fight the war, the French and British had borrowed money which they would be repaying for a long time.
The first problem, however, was that it was very difficult to work out the cost of the damage the war had done.
France wanted a very high figure. Wilson and Lloyd George wanted less. Even at the time, economists like JM
Keynes said that reparations would ruin, not only Germany, but the world economy. Germany had lost her
richest farmland West Prussia and the Saar coalfields. Its economy had been damaged by the war. In July ,
there was an economic crisis, and Germany was granted a six-month delay in payments. But when the German
government failed to make its January payment, French and Belgian troops invaded the Ruhr, and began to
take in kind what they were owed. German miners in the Ruhr refused to work for the French and went on
strike, which created hyperinflation. German began to fall apart, and there were revolutions in the Rhineland
and led by Adolf Hitler in Bavaria. The Allies realised that they would have to do something about
reparations. For five years, this worked well, and Germany prospered. But reparations were still a burden, and
in , Germany began to slide into the Depression of the thirties. By the Young Plan of , the allies reduced the
total amount of reparations, and gave Germany until to pay them.
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