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Lara Croft is a hero for our time March 10, Transcript Put it down! You messed with the wrong family. When
you went into the role, what was your agenda? What did you want to make sure that any young girl seeing this
film would think? They knew that this is a character that has kind of. Changed the rules in society. So I think
they were, they did right of trying to just bring her into our time. Lara Croft is known, in part, of two guns on
her hips. And watching the movie yesterday, I noticed that. There might have even been a rock. There are no
guns Never fires a gun. So, why is that, what was the thinking there? It also shows much more personality.
She goes out there to create a change or to fight for a better cause. Are you good with a bow and arrow now? I
just saw it just now at Crystal Dynamics that I visited for the first time. I have to hold it up for the camera for
one second, but what is it like to be an action figure? Is that weird or what? Yeah, I mean both of the things. If
someone would have told me that I would play Lara Croft one day or be a Barbie I would just roll my eyes. It
looks a lot like you!. I travel, I love the fact that you can. I actually use it a lot. I have all my lists and need to
go to, two stars, one star. When you come to a new city, normally you kinda before was afraid that you were
not gonna know where you are.
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According to the Byronic tradition, Pechorin is a character of contradiction. He is both sensitive and cynical.
He is possessed of extreme arrogance, yet has a deep insight into his own character and epitomizes the
melancholy of the romantic hero who broods on the futility of existence and the certainty of death. He
considers women such as Princess Mary to be little more than pawns in his games of romantic conquest,
which in effect hold no meaning in his listless pursuit of pleasure. This is shown in his comment on Princess
Mary: The reader almost assumes that a meaning to his existence may be attained and that Pechorin can finally
realize that true feelings are possible. What more did I want? To see her again? After living with Bela for
some time, Pechorin starts explicating his need for freedom, which Bela starts noticing, fearing he might leave
her. He thinks his only remedy is to travel, to keep his spirit alive. After 2 days of suffering in delirium Bela
spoke of her inner fears and her feelings for Pechorin, who listened without once leaving her side. After her
death, Pechorin becomes physically ill, loses weight and becomes unsociable. After meeting with Maxim
again, he acts coldly and antisocial, explicating deep depression and disinterest in interaction. He soon dies on
his way back from Persia, admitting before that he is sure to never return. His boredom with life, feeling of
emptiness, forces him to indulge in all possible pleasures and experiences, which soon, cause the downfall of
those closest to him. He starts to realize this with Vera and Grushnitsky, while the tragedy with Bela soon
leads to his complete emotional collapse. His crushed spirit after this and after the duel with Grushnitsky can
be interpreted that he is not the detached character that he makes himself out to be. Rather, it shows that he
suffers from his actions. Yet many of his actions are described both by himself and appear to the reader to be
arbitrary. He sees his arbitrary behaviour not as being a subconscious reflex to past moments in his life but
rather as fate. Pechorin grows dissatisfied with his life as each of his arbitrary actions lead him through more
emotional suffering which he represses from the view of others. A Hero of Our Time, gentlemen, is in fact a
portrait, but not of an individual; it is the aggregate of the vices of our whole generation in their fullest
expression. He does this purely for the satisfaction of gaining control of her emotionally, while never loving
her sincerely. He is a modern-day Pechorin. Quotations[ edit ] This section is a candidate to be copied to
Wikiquote using the Transwiki process. I am not capable of close friendship: I cannot be a slave, and to
command in such circumstances is a tiresome business, because one must deceive at the same time. If I die, I
die. It will be no great loss to the world, and I am thoroughly bored with life. I am like a man yawning at a
ball; the only reason he does not go home to bed is that his carriage has not arrived yet. Friends, who will
forget me tomorrow, or, worse still, who will weave God knows what fantastic yarns about me; and women,
who in the embrace of another man will laugh at me in order that he might not be jealous of the
departedâ€”what do I care for them? Who will understand them? Their smiles contradict their glances, their
words promise and lure, while the sound of their voices drives us away. One minute they comprehend and
divine our most secret thoughts, and the next, they do not understand the clearest hints. What is happiness but
gratified pride? Why do I value it so much? What am I preparing myself for? What do I expect from the
future? I learned to hate. My soul has been spoiled by the world, my imagination is unquiet, my heart insatiate.
To me everything is of little moment. I have become as easily accustomed to grief as to joy, and my life grows
emptier day by day. They are all alike; though fully aware in advance of all the evil aspects of a deed, they aid
and abet and even give their approbation to it when they see there is no other way outâ€”and then they wash
their hands of it and turn away with disapproval from him who dared assume the full burden of responsibility.
They are all alike, even the kindest and wisest of them! Critics received it positively, generally giving 4- and
5-star reviews. In , German stage director Kateryna Sokolova adapted the novel focusing on its longest
novella, Princess Mary. The score was commissioned purposefully for this production and composed by Ilya
Demutsky. By a Russe, many years resident amongst the various mountain tribes. London, Ingram, Cook and
Co. The hero of our days. A hero of our own times. A hero of our time. London, Ward and Downey, Tales
from the Russian. London, The Railway and general automatic library, , pp. Anthology of Russian literature.
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The heart of a Russian. Wisdom and Marr Murray. London, Herbert and Daniel, Excerpt from The hero of our
own time. A Russian anthology in English. A hero of nowadays. Selected Russian short stories. London, Allen
and Unwin, Moscow, Foreign languages publ. University of Minnesota Press, Translated by Philip
Longworth. With an afterword by William E. New American Library A hero of our time. Dent A hero of our
time.
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And this is where a lot of people get it wrong. You have to be a bit flexible and let heroes choose you. Do not
be too ambitious with your first 10 star! Some good heroes worth aiming for: Those are all safe bets, all of
them being very good for a final team, except Flame Strike but she still remains very useful for ToC. That will
help you progress in PVE for the meantime. Forest is a great faction for this, especially because you are
probably using most of your orbs there. Heros like Eddga and Dragonslayer are very legit, and there are other
options you can go for if the main ones fail. Do not be too ambitious with your first Here is a brief tier list:
Hands down the best hero for arena for the first half of the season S: Demon Hunter â€” only for PVP. One of
the strongest heros in the game, sadly no good for aspen T1: Iceblink â€” only for PVP. Amazing like DH, but
slower. OD â€” only for PVP. Cheap, but sucks for aspen. These are especially good to use when you have
food and can afford making them. Generally speaking, all heroes on that list are worth making as the first one.
Any hero mentioned in the previous list is a worthy candidate, except Flame Strike too late now , Sigmund
and his fellow warrior mates also become considerably worse unless your first hero was a warrior, in which
case it becomes a valid PVP strategy. Generally speaking no, but this is because of how hard they are to get.
Dark Arthindol is amazing, but since she can be purchased from altar, you only really need to get about copies
before season end. If you decide to include these in your team, remember you can get missing copies in casino
but not Super casino.
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Etymology[ edit ] The word golem occurs once in the Bible in Psalm In Modern Hebrew , golem is used to
mean "dumb" or "helpless". Similarly, it is often used today as a metaphor for a brainless lunk or entity who
serves a man under controlled conditions but is hostile to him under others. Earliest stories[ edit ] The oldest
stories of golems date to early Judaism. Early on, the main disability of the golem was its inability to speak.
Sanhedrin 65b describes Rava creating a man gavra. He sent the man to Rav Zeira. Rav Zeira spoke to him,
but he did not answer. Rav Zeira said, "You were created by the sages; return to your dust". During the Middle
Ages , passages from the Sefer Yetzirah Book of Creation were studied as a means to create and animate a
golem, although there is little in the writings of Jewish mysticism that supports this belief. It was believed that
golems could be activated by an ecstatic experience induced by the ritualistic use of various letters of the
Hebrew Alphabet [1] forming a " shem " any one of the Names of God , wherein the shem was written on a
piece of paper and inserted in the mouth or in the forehead of the golem. Rabbi Jacob ben Shalom arrived at
Barcelona from Germany in and remarked that the law of destruction is the reversal of the law of creation.
Eliyahu, the master of the name, who made a creature out of matter [Heb. Golem] and form [Heb. When the
Gaon saw that the Golem was growing larger and larger, he feared that the Golem would destroy the universe.
He then removed the Holy Name that was embedded on his forehead, thus causing him to disintegrate and
return to dust. Nonetheless, while he was engaged in extracting the Holy Name from him, the Golem injured
him, scarring him on the face. Eliyahu, if not earlier. Old New Synagogue of Prague with the rungs of the
ladder to the attic on the wall. The Golem was called Josef and was known as Yossele. It was said that he
could make himself invisible and summon spirits from the dead. Some versions have the golem eventually
going on a murderous rampage. A recent legend tells of a Nazi agent ascending to the synagogue attic during
World War II and trying to stab the Golem, but he died instead. The evidence for this belief has been analyzed
from an Orthodox Jewish perspective by Shnayer Z. According to John Neubauer, the first writers on the
Prague Golem were: Gustav Philippson, Der Golam, eine Legende Leopold Weisel, Der Golem [24]
However, there are in fact a couple of slightly earlier examples, in [25] [26] and [27] [28]. All of these early
accounts of the Golem of Prague are in German by Jewish writers. It has been suggested that they emerged as
part of a Jewish folklore movement parallel with the contemporary German folklore movement. Rosenberg
claimed that the book was based upon a manuscript that he found in the main library in Metz. Wonders of
Maharal "is generally recognized in academic circles to be a literary hoax". Legends of the Ghetto of Prague
English edition The nature and quality of their words are mysterious, sealed and hidden. No Hebrew work
published in the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries even in Prague is aware that the Maharal created a golem.
Rabbi Chaim Volozhin Lithuania â€” reported in an introduction to Sifra de Tzeniuta that he once presented to
his teacher, the Vilna Gaon, ten different versions of a certain passage in the Sefer Yetzira and asked the Gaon
to determine the correct text. The amazed student then commented to his teacher that, with such clarity, he
should easily be able to create a live human. Golems are not intelligent, and if commanded to perform a task,
they will perform the instructions literally. In many depictions, Golems are inherently perfectly obedient. In
one version of this story, the rabbi had to resort to trickery to deactivate it, whereupon it crumbled upon its
creator and crushed him. The theme also manifests itself in R. The Clay Boy comes to life; at first the couple
is delighted and treats him like a real child, but the Clay Boy does not stop growing and eats all their food,
then all their livestock, and then the Clay Boy eats his parents. The Clay Boy rampages through the village
until he is smashed by a quick-thinking goat. Mainstream European society adopted the golem in the early
20th century. Another famous treatment from the same era is H. In the first film the golem is revived in
modern times before falling from a tower and breaking apart. A two-part Czechoslovakian color film The
Emperor and the Golem was produced in It stars Roddy McDowall as the mad assistant museum curator
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Arthur Pimm, who brings the golem to life. In , CBS Radio Mystery Theater aired an episode entitled The
Golem, which takes place during the Holocaust, and Marvel Comics published three Strange Tales comic
books that included a golem character, and later series included variations of the golem idea. Clarke Award
-winning novel He, She and It features a substantial subplot that retells the story of Rabbi Loew and his
golem. The novels of Terry Pratchett in the fictional setting of Discworld also include several golems as
characters. They are introduced in the 19th Discworld novel, Feet of Clay novel In the story, it serves as the
predecessor to the Ragman suit itself, replaced by the Rabbis as a protector when it becomes uncontrollable.
When the main character, Rory Regan, gains control of the Ragman suit, the Golem reawakens and hunts him
down, but falls in love with a human woman along the way. The Golem later returned in the sequel series,
"Ragman: Cry of the Dead". The golem helps Puttermesser become elected Mayor of New York before it
begins to run out of control. The video game Diablo II released by Blizzard Entertainment in features a
character class called Necromancer who can raise various types of golems for battle. John Dee attacked
Nicholas Flamel with two golems, which, along with being made of mud, each had a pair of shiny stone "eyes.
The golem is finally destroyed by removing the creation parchment from its mouth.
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Each friendly Jade Golem will have a higher cost than the last, up to a maximum of Any card text that
summons a Jade Golem will state the correct stats for the next Golem to be summoned. As a result, the
increased stats cannot be removed through Silences. There are four different pieces of card art for the Jade
Golem. They are used, respectively, for golems , , , and 20 onwards. Failing to summon a Jade Golem for
example because your board is full will still make the next golem larger. When playing as a Shaman , many of
the Jade Golem cards can be combined with Evolve or Master of Evolution , as you will almost always get
higher-quality stats and effects than the initial ones. When playing as a Druid , the low cost and duplicating
power of Jade Idol means that you can quickly summon a massive army in later stages of the game, using Jade
Blossom to accelerate your mana and Jade Behemoth to slow your opponent down. Lore[ edit edit source ] "In
taverns, alleyways, and tea houses throughout Gadgetzan, the foolish whisper fearfully about the mysterious
Jade Lotus. They say we lurk in every shadow. They speak of strange magic never seen before. They do not
understand us because our motives are not like theirs. Our one purpose in this city has been to acquire jade for
our leader. No, our secret lies in how the magic within these stones can be drawn forth to create Jade Golems,
powerful living statues that do our bidding. Many of us have been granted trinkets that can summon these
warriors in the blink of an eye. More impressive, each Jade Golem we summon arrives more powerful than the
last. Soon we will unleash them upon Gadgetzan and our enemies will know what it is to face a truly
unrelenting foe. That is a mask; in truth she is calculating, ruthless, and as hard as the jade we steal for her.
Crucially, young Aya has the unique ability to create Jade Golems, and she is the source of the trinkets that so
many of us carry. How she came by this incredible power is a mystery, though I swear I have seen her
communing with the spirit of a Mogu king I could not name. Such a being must be most ancient indeed.
However it was that she came by her gift, Aya has successfully created an army of Jade Golems. What task
she intends for them, and for us, is a mystery.
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Thank you, one and all, for coming this evening at such short notice and in such encouraging numbers. You
each have a handout explaining who former CIA analyst Sam Adams was, and why we, his former colleagues,
created this movement in his memory. Hans Christian Andersen and Shakespeare Whenever I come to
Denmark, ringing in my ears are the wonderful stories with which your Hans Christian Andersen gifted the
world. Not to mention the words that the Bard put in the mouths of his vivid characters in Hamlet, set in
Denmark. First, Hans Christian Andersen we shall get to Shakespeare later: As a boy, I memorized his musical
rendition of those tales, and I now sing them to our grandchildren. What follows is a kind of allegory with, I
think, some teaching points. Once upon a time, in a land far away no, not far away, but here, in this land,
Denmark there was a king, who was simply insane about new clothes, because he thought they would enhance
the distinguished image he craved. But the swindlers were very clever. But, to a fool the suit would be
invisible. Most important, they said the suit was distinctive for its so-called "weapons of mass destruction,"
and that if the king were a wise man he could readily see them in the fine fabric woven by clothier Bush Blair
Rumsfeld, Ltd. And not only that: They said the king could have the suit for free. All he had to do was vouch
strongly and publicly for the existence of these weapons. And, if he did this on a specific date chosen by the
clothier, he could then become a best buddy of Bush and Blair. Moreover, then Bush would come and spend
the night in the Danish kingdom. There were just a few other things the king should know, said the swindlers.
A small war would be involved, and the king would be required to bring his country into it. Thus, the king was
required to endorse the pretext for war precisely on the day before it started. This is not something we just
believe. Best of all, his country was sure to be on the winning side, and he would be invited to march in the
very first row of the victory parade. He enthusiastically joined the chorus of Sir Tony of Blair and other dodgy
nobles who had been so ready to see the invisible. The king donned the suit and ordered a practice parade as a
kind of rehearsal for the eventual victory parade. The day for the rehearsal came, and the streets were lined
with thousands and thousands of people. And so they all were cheering like mad. That is, all but one fellow
named Frank Grevil. And so Major Grevil strained his eyes and directed his considerable analytical skills
toward the king in his "magic suit" and was shocked. Call the court physician; call an intermission. The king is
wide open to ridicule and scorn! And so they did. And thus began this nasty little war against people of darker
hue who happen to swim on a sea of oil. But, alas, no victory parade is now envisaged. Bush Blair Rumsfeld,
Ltd. And there were very, very few who lived "happily ever after. I mean the one who thought it politically
wise to claim, despite the lack of real evidence, that he knew that weapons of mass destruction were in Iraq. I
mean the one who thus shares moral responsibility for the carnage that ensued. You will find this hard to
believe, but the king sits on the throne still to this day. The great majority of his subjects are either unaware of
his complicity or prefer to ignore or deny it. What comes off the printing presses makes little mention of it.
Four months in prison. We are grateful for the Grevils of this world. The good they do usually goes
unheralded. The results, as history shows, are not always in the hands of the truth-tellers. The whole-cloth
clothier, Bush Blair Rumsfeld, was right about one thing; i. And absolute power corrupts absolutely. Indeed,
people of integrity like Frank Grevil give flesh to the Biblical assurance: He is saying the state of Denmark is
like a fish rotting from the head down. Rot is hardly confined to Denmark. It is as universal and noxious
wherever senior officials seek to exercise unbridled power. Legislative oversight committees have become
overlook committees. And Frank Grevil is not alone in suffering from the abuse of power. In Washington, too,
whistleblowers have a price on their heads. One of our senators with fascist tendencies, Kit Bond of Missouri,
currently vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, has spoken out with special venom against
whistleblowers. We need to make sure that people who leak are held accountable. And they tend to show their
true colors at such hearings. Bond actually suggested that leakers be Guantanamo-ized: Dennis Blair has now
been confirmed by the Senate, but there is also some good news. There will always be a need for a community
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of support to give them hope. Sam Adams Associates and those who have been honored with our annual
award comprise that kind of community. Sam Provance, truth-teller about Abu Ghraib. Thinking again of
Hamlet, one might say we have taken to heart the wise advice Polonius gives his son Laertes: Community, as
well as conscience, are what enrich and sustain whistleblower friendship and support. Even a dead fish can go
with the flow. In more fortunate circumstances, whistleblowers have scored major successes. Let me mention
a couple, before we give Frank the Sam Adams Award. It has been 50 years since my first extended visit to
Europe as a university student. Most of you are too young to remember, but a "wonder-drug," Thalidomide,
had just come on the market. This drug gave temporary rest and relief to millions, especially prospective
mothers with morning sickness and problems sleeping. Stationed in Germany more than a decade later, I
witnessed the human results of the horrible side effects of Thalidomide, which had become available all over
Germany, the rest of Europe, and beyond. Over 10, babies in 46 countries were born without limbs or
otherwise disfigured and disabled. Those still alive would be in their late forties now. Perhaps you have
encountered some of them. Frances Kelsey How did the United States escape this plague? One whistleblower,
a woman named Frances Kelsey of the U. Although Doctor Kelsey came under extreme pressure to fall in step
and approve the drug, she would not be moved. She saw right through this particular magic-suit-type scheme,
scorned the testing that had been done by the Thalidomide manufacturer, and blocked introduction of the drug
into America. As the Sixties and Seventies wore on, the horrible damage caused by the drug made itself
known. And what also became clear was the reality that a decade of American babies born in whole, with all
their limbs, owed a debt of gratitude to Frances Kelsey, whistleblower par excellence! Mark Felt Just last
month, W. Felt leaked to the press so much damaging information that President Richard Nixon was driven
out of office when it became clear that he was trying to be king, rather than president. One must make some
practical application here in order to explain why Bush and Cheney were permitted to serve out their term.
Freedom is endangered when there is no truly free and independent Fourth Estate, which the British statesman
Edmund Burke called the "most important estate of all. That is, as we say in America, BIG! Perhaps the
situation is better here in Denmark? The morphing of Bob Woodward is perhaps most instructive of all.
Woodward did not, however, keep the implicit promise of an investigative journalist to pursue truth without
fear or favor. Rather, like the craven Washington Post, Woodward made an unconscionable transition from
fearless "junkyard dog" to Historian to the Court of George W. Bush and his regent Dick Cheney. It was the
price Woodward would pay for uniquely privileged access to them. All, including investigative journalists, are
vulnerable to the temptations of power. Or perhaps he means to prove it! Goldsmith is the UK attorney general
who conveniently obliged when then-Prime Minister Tony Blair told him to change his legal opinion on
attacking Iraq from illegal to legal. I am not making this up. An official British document that was leaked to
the Sunday Times contains the minutes of a July 23, , meeting with Blair at 10 Downing Street and has
become known as the "Downing Street Memo. Under great pressure, Goldsmith was persuaded to change his
mind. Wilmshurst had been deeply involved in negotiations with the International Criminal Court regarding
crimes of aggression. She knew a war of aggression when she saw one. Wilmshurst would not go with the
flow like the proverbial dead fish. When her boss Michael Wood and her colleagues did a degree collective
change of mind on the legality of attacking Iraq, she resigned on March 18, , one day before the war began.

Page 9

GOLEM, A HERO FOR OUR TIME. pdf
7: A Hero of Our Time by Mikhail Lermontov | Book review | Books | The Guardian
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Share on facebook Share on twitter The Jewish cemetery at Kosice in Slovakia, a country once home to a
thriving Jewish community. Nevertheless, traditional business models are no longer sustainable and
high-quality publications, like ours, are being forced to look for new ways to keep going. Unlike many other
news organizations, we have not put up a paywall. We want to keep our journalism open and accessible and be
able to keep providing you with news and analyses from the frontlines of Israel, the Middle East and the
Jewish World. As one of our loyal readers, we ask you to be our partner. This is especially so at this time of
the year, a period when we invoke the merits of our ancestors to find favor in the eyes of God. Be the first to
know - Join our Facebook page. Teichtal was born in Hungary in , and headed the Moriah yeshiva in Slovakia
â€” an endeavor he considered to be of the utmost importance to the future of Judaism â€” and was the author
of a volume of responsa published in Teichtal, like most Orthodox rabbis of his generation, was anti-Zionist.
The secularism of the growing movement and of the pioneers, and their refusal to wait for the Messiah to build
a Jewish state, posed a threat to most traditionalists, with the great exception of visionaries like Rabbi
Abraham Isaac Kook. Teichtal, while on the run from the Germans and in hiding, penned Eim Habanim
Semeichah in In it, Teichtal does not simply promote aliya to Israel as a positive mitzvah to be carried out by
the individual Jew. It is no longer possible to remain here among them. Every Jew would now consider
himself fortunate if he could return to our Holy Land. He would surely respond to the summons for aliya with
love and affection. Teichtal understood that the Zionists were prophetic in calling for a return to the Land of
Israel. Furthermore, Teichtal, while ardently defending Jewish tradition and advocating a return to faith among
the Zionist pioneers, realized that the work they carried out embodied unity and holiness. Whether this
analysis of the events of his time qualifies the author as a Religious Zionist in the mold of Rabbi Kook is
subject to scrutiny. When all is said and done, however, Rabbi Teichtal emerges as a realist who cannot
simply ignore the terrible events happening around him. He is a witness to a new world and a new reality and
must reach into the depths of his soul to transform his understanding of God, Israel and Zionism. Yissachar
Teichtal was not alone in the world of ultra-Orthodox Judaism 70 years ago. Other haredi rabbis understood
that the traditional responses to the Shoah were deficient and wanting. I think in particular of two rabbis in the
Warsaw Ghetto â€” Kalonymus Shapira and Menachem Ziemba â€” who were daring in reformulating
traditional responses in the face of mass murder. Shapira, after years of suffering in the ghetto, transformed
our understanding of Jewish theodicy; Ziemba mandated an end to the traditional Jewish understanding of
martyrdom, advocating instead resistance and a will to defy the enemy and live. These haredi rabbis were the
exception rather than the rule. But to deny the transformation of such rabbis in the face of unprecedented
persecution is to rob them of their originality and vitality. The haredi world is not simply static and ossified, as
its detractors contend. At the same time, the ultra-Orthodox Jewish community must confront the reality that
its own leaders challenged basic assumptions still ruling and guiding the haredi world. We do not know what
place Teichtal would have assumed in the Jewish state â€” he was murdered in and did not live to fulfill his
mandate. Is he simply a Zionist ideologue? These questions are absurd. What right did Martin Buber have to
reconfigure hassidic tales to suit his form of religious existentialism, ripping them away from their original
context? Was great Yiddish writer Isaac Leibish Peretz violating the meaning of the lore of Eastern European
Jewry by transforming it into stories that reflected his humanistic understanding of Jewish life? What right
does Elie Wiesel possess to present the hassidic tales for an English-speaking and -reading audience in his
classic Souls on Fire? Professor Gershom Scholem wrenched Kabbalah from its original religious context,
reinterpreting it within the realm of the academy, giving it a new place in our understanding of Jewish history
â€” is that forbidden? The freedom to interpret the past is a basic freedom. The freedom to interpret our texts,
we hope, if rooted in the rigor of great scholarship, great art or great theology, is a basic freedom.
Interpretation â€” sometimes in the most daring of manners and in the face of historical transformation and
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upheaval â€” is the lifeblood of a living people, a living tradition, and a living culture. Let us never forget that.
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A Hero of Our Time (Russian: Ð“ÐµÑ€Ð¾Ð¹ Ð½Ð°ÑˆÐµÐ³Ð¾ Ð²Ñ€ÐµÐ¼ÐµÐ½Ð¸, Geroy nashevo vremeni) is a novel
by Mikhail Lermontov, written in , published in , and revised in

Some have painted the Golem as a hero, coming to life just in time to save the Jewish community, while in
other stories the Golem is depicted as a murderous villain and uncontrollable demon. Though there have been
many iterations of the Golem, in the classic telling of the story, Judah Loew Ben Bezalel, the late 16th century
rabbi known as the Maharal of Prague, was said to have formed a Golem out of clay after deciding that the
Jewish community was in need of a defender against rising anti-Semitic attacks. Thus was born the Golem of
Prague whom the rabbi named Yosseleh. According to the classic tale, the Golem could make himself
invisible and summon the spirits of the dead. Defender of the Jewish community during the week, the Maharal
allowed Yosseleh to rest on the Sabbath along with the rest of the community. He would deactivate the Golem
every Friday evening by removing the name of God from his mouth. According to some of the legends, one
Friday, the Maharal forgot to deactivate the Golem. Yosseleh, in a fit of rage, ran amok, damaging the city and
causing physical harm to the unfortunate people who happened to be in his way. The Maharal, realizing what
happened, ran out into the streets and managed to deactivate the rampaging Golem and put an end to the
destruction. An alternative end to the story of the Golem explains that the threat of anti-Semitism had passed
and the clay protector was no longer needed. Rabbi Loew quietly removed the name of God from his mouth
and the Golem was deactivated forever. The mute presence of Yosseleh, simply disappeared from community
life, and the clay form of the Golem was put in storage in the attic of the synagogue where it still believed to
be resting today. The story of the Golem has been reenacted and reinvented many times and has served as a
source of inspiration for artists, sculptors, scientists, movies, books, dramatic productions and comic book
heroes. There is much speculation as to whether the Golem was a benign creature expected to obey its creator
or if it was a monstrous creature, prone to fits of rage and destruction. The most popular film in the series was
a silent horror film where the Golem is used without the permission of Rabbi Loew by his assistant. The
assistant, not knowing how to properly control the Golem, sets the Golem on a destructive rampage in which a
man is killed and fire is set to the synagogue. In the original performance, the Golem, brought to life to protect
the Jewish ghetto, was treated with much suspicion by the local community. The Golem turned his frustration
at being different back onto the community and used his tremendous strength, the very thing that was
supposed to protect the Jews from anti-Semitic attacks, to murder the Jews themselves. In the face of the
evolving catastrophe, the Maharal was forced to return the Golem to the lump of dirt from which he came. The
Golem took to the stage many times in the years following, enthralling the community in the Yeshuv. Elie
Weisel, in his retelling of the classic tale, wished that the Maharal would have allowed the Golem to continue
his work as defender of the Jews. Why did the Maharal take him from us? Did he really believe that the era of
suffering and injustice was a thing of the past? That we no longer needed a protector, a shield? Aside from the
fact that the story requires a firm belief in the supernatural, Rabbi Loew himself, the purported creator of the
Golem, never mentioned creating a Golem in any of his writings. Real or not, the existence of a creature
fighting in defense of the downtrodden in the spirit of truth, carries a universal message that has inspired
audiences across the globe for centuries on end. Maybe someday the Golem will return to defend the truth in
an ever evolving world. Ro Oranim Writer, editor and lover of all things Jewish, Ro lives outside of Jerusalem
with her husband and sweet pup Lola. Ro works at the National Library of Israel and in her spare time, she
enjoys learning new and useless facts, reading and cupcake baking.
9: Grey Golem | Ghost Light Theatricals
A Hero of Our Time by Mikhail Lermontov Nicholas Lezard thinks Lermontov's book is perfectly graspable, makes its
point quickly and without beating about the bush Nicholas Lezard.
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