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In Ancient Greek philosophy , the term logos meant the principle of cosmic reason. It does not appear to rely
on the kinds of atonement theology indicative of vicarious sacrifice cf. Likewise, the three "passion
predictions" of the Synoptic Gospels Mk 8: Sacrament Among the most controversial areas of interpretation of
John is its sacramental theology. Scholars disagree both on whether and how frequently John refers to the
sacraments at all, and on the degree of importance he places upon them. He believed these passages to be later
interpolations, though most scholars now reject this assessment. Some scholars on the weaker-sacramental
side of the spectrum deny that there are any sacramental allusions in these passages or in the gospel as a
whole, while others see sacramental symbolism applied to other subjects in these and other passages. Oscar
Cullmann and Bruce Vawter , a Protestant and a Catholic respectively, and both on the stronger-sacramental
end of the spectrum, have found sacramental allusions in most chapters. Cullmann found references to baptism
and the Eucharist throughout the gospel, and Vawter found additional references to matrimony in 2: Towards
the center of the spectrum, Raymond Brown is more cautious than Cullmann and Vawter but more lenient than
Bultmann and his school, identifying several passages as containing sacramental allusions and rating them
according to his assessment of their degree of certainty. However, some scholars who find fewer sacramental
references, such as Udo Schnelle , view the references that they find as highly important as well. On the other
hand, though he agrees that there are anti-Docetic passages, James Dunn views the absence of a Eucharistic
institution narrative as evidence for an anti-sacramentalism in John, meant to warn against a conception of
eternal life as dependent on physical ritual. Moule , the individualistic tendencies of the Fourth Gospel could
potentially give rise to a realized eschatology achieved on the level of the individual believer; this realized
eschatology is not, however, to replace "orthodox", futurist eschatological expectations, but is to be "only
[their] correlative. In this gospel, John is not called "the Baptist. The Jesus Seminar rated this account as black,
containing no historically accurate information. Christian Gnosticism Although not commonly understood as
Gnostic , many scholars, including Bultmann, have forcefully argued that the Gospel of John has elements in
common with Gnosticism. Brown have argued that the pre-existing Logos theme arises from the more ancient
Jewish writings in the eighth chapter of the Book of Proverbs , and was fully developed as a theme in
Hellenistic Judaism by Philo Judaeus. Brown , have argued that the ancient Jewish Qumran community also
used the concept of Light versus Darkness. The arguments of Bultmann and his school were seriously
compromised by the midth-century discoveries of the Nag Hammadi library of genuine Gnostic writings
which are dissimilar to the Gospel of John as well as the Qumran library of Jewish writings which are often
similar to the Gospel of John. Conversely, it includes scenes not found in the Synoptics, including Jesus
turning water into wine at the wedding at Cana, the resurrection of Lazarus, Jesus washing the feet of his
disciples, and multiple visits to Jerusalem. Major synoptic speeches of Jesus are absent, including the Sermon
on the Mount and the Olivet Discourse , [70] and the exorcisms of demons are never mentioned as in the
Synoptics. Thomas is given a personality beyond a mere name, described as " Doubting Thomas ". Events are
not all in the same order: The vocabulary is also different, and filled with theological import: Some scholars,
however, find some such parables as the short story of the childbearing woman Some, such as Nicodemus ,
even go so far as to be at least partially sympathetic to Jesus. This is believed to be a more accurate historical
depiction of the Pharisees, who made debate one of the tenets of their system of belief. Historicity of the Bible
The teachings of Jesus found in the synoptic gospels are very different from those recorded in John, and since
the 19th century scholars have almost unanimously accepted that these Johannine discourses are less likely
than the synoptic parables to be historical, and were likely written for theological purposes. The gospel has
been depicted in live narrations and dramatized in productions, skits , plays , and Passion Plays , as well as in
film. Parts of the gospel have been set to music. Additionally, some composers have made settings of the
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Passion as portrayed in the gospel, most notably the one composed by Johann Sebastian Bach , although some
verses are borrowed from Matthew.
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It is the name given to verses 7: It is the story of woman who was either married or was with a married man
and the angry mob wanting to stone her in the name of Moses. Jesus tells them that the one without sin may
cast the first stone, and since nobody throws a stone, Jesus does not judge her either at this time, but tells her
to leave her life of sin. Many people attribute this scene to Mary Magdalene, but there is no evidence to this
belief. The forgiveness of an adulteress is not the kind of thing you would expect the early church to create.
The debate about forgiveness was a major one in the 2nd and 3rd CE. This narrative is a reminder that no
individual is without sin. Jesus ends capital punishment with this story. Each one of us needs the forgiveness
of God and we need to forgive the sinner. Jesus was presented with a question designed to trap him -- the
Jewish leaders brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught in adultery. They reminded Jesus, that
according to the Law a woman should be stoned to death see Leviticus This caused a dilemma: If he said,
"no" he would be going against Mosaic code; if he said, "yes", he condoned the stoning and the Romans
would consider him a rioter and arrest him. Jesus brought to their attention a third option. This option invited
his opponents to comply with the ancient codes, but in order for them to do so they themselves had to be
without sin and guilt. Jesus shows in this instance that he knows and understands what he is going up against
with the Jewish leaders of his time. When they present Jesus with what they believe is an unwinnable situation
for Jesus, he responds to their trap with a wise answer that they did not expect or know how to respond to. By
answering their challenge in this way Jesus showed those with him that he had a knowledge and understanding
much greater than they could have imagined. When approached about the interaction with the woman, Jesus
confronts the Jewish authorities on their questioning. Textual Evidence for 7: It is also absent from the two
famous 4th century bibles prepared for Ecclesiastical use apparently by Eusebius for Emperor Constantine ,
Codex Vaticanus and Sinaiticus. However, this statement is extremely misleading on its own, since the
passage was known to exist in some manuscripts of John long before Codex Vaticanus and Sinaiticus were
made St. Jerome, circa A. Secondly, although the four oldest manuscripts omit the passage, none of them does
so without acknowledging their existence by a set of critical marks in their texts. In fact, a few manuscripts
place it elsewhere, for example, at the end of the Gospel, or after Luke However,this Lukan placement only
exists in about a half dozen late manuscripts Family 13 circa 12th century. What should we conclude about
John 7: Some feel it was not originally a part of this gospel. Internal Evidence for 7: However, many scholars
e. Pink take the opposite view, and find that omitting the verses creates a difficult seam that cannot be original.
Most likely, this was a well circulated story among the first century Christians which was told orally. For
instance, Cadbury was the last scholar to attempt to assemble a case for Lukan authorship. Throughout the rest
of the chapter Jesus will use the phrase "I am he. They claim that Abraham is their father and Jesus says he
rejoice to see the day of Jesus. He is referring to Abraham seeing him prophetically in the future. The Jews
misunderstand him and think he is saying he saw Abraham. What he says is I was already in God plan and
chosen to be the Messiah before Abraham was born. To be consistent the translators should have translated the
line "Before Abraham was I am he". By leaving of the word "he" meaning the Messiah, they give the
impression that Jesus is saying "I am. It is all based on a bad translation. When Jesus said before Abraham was
I am he the temple crowd picked-up stones to execute him but Jesus escaped. They were furious for being
called sons of the devil and they thought he was now worthy of death for claiming to have seen Abraham and
claiming to thousands of years old. Naturally they wanted to kill him for being a false prophet. Later he
explains that the words he speaks will judge everyone. Throughout John, there has been quite an emphasis on
obedience. After Jesus says "I am he" in verse 28 he says "I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things as
the Father has instructed me. The Jews thought there was no greater father than Abraham so this is why they
become hostile with misunderstanding in verse 59 with intentions to stone Jesus then. In addition to this Jesus
was the promised descendant of Abraham. If people turn to him they will come out of the dark and walk in the
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light. Also, this idea of light works well with the Festival of Hanukkah because it was a winter solstice festival
and celebrated the light in the temple that burned for 8 days when the oil was gone. It should be noted that
many Jews believed in Jesus and became disciples so it is best to translated , or paraphrase it as certain rogues
among the Jews. Watson, "Jesus and the Adulteress" Biblica Vol. McGrath, "Are Christians Monotheists? The
Evidence of St.
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In order to this, we have here, I. An account given of him by the inspired penman himself, fairly laying down,
in the beginning, what he designed his whole book should be the proof of ver. The testimony of John Baptist
concerning him ver. His own manifestation of himself to Andrew and Peter ver. The Divinity of Christ.
Augustine says de Civitate Dei, lib. The learned Francis Junius, in the account he gives of his own life, tells
how he was in his youth infected with loose notions in religion, and by the grace of God was wonderfully
recovered by reading accidentally these verses in a bible which his father had designedly laid in his way. He
says that he observed such a divinity in the argument, such an authority and majesty in the style, that his flesh
trembled, and he was struck with such amazement that for a whole day he scarcely knew where he was or
what he did; and thence he dates the beginning of his being religious. Let us enquire what there is in those
strong lines. The evangelist here lays down the great truth he is to prove, that Jesus Christ is God, one with the
Father. Of whom he speaksâ€”The Wordâ€”ho logos. See 1 John i. Yet some think that Christ is meant by the
Word in Acts xx. The Chaldee paraphrase very frequently calls the Messiah Memraâ€”the Word of Jehovah,
and speaks of many things in the Old Testament, said to be done by the Lord, as done by that Word of the
Lord. Even the vulgar Jews were taught that the Word of God was the same with God. The evangelist, in the
close of his discourse v. The logos ho eso and ho exo, ratio and oratioâ€”intelligence and utterance. There is
the word conceived, that is, thought, which is the first and only immediate product and conception of the soul
all the operations of which are performed by thought , and it is one with the soul. And thus the second person
in the Trinity is fitly called the Word; for he is the first-begotten of the Father, that eternal essential Wisdom
which the Lord possessed, as the soul does its thought, in the beginning of his way, Prov. There is nothing we
are more sure of than that we think, yet nothing we are more in the dark about than how we think; who can
declare the generation of thought in the soul? Surely then the generations and births of the eternal mind may
well be allowed to be great mysteries of godliness, the bottom of which we cannot fathom, while yet we adore
the depth. There is the word uttered, and this is speech, the chief and most natural indication of the mind. And
thus Christ is the Word, for by him God has in these last days spoken to us Heb. Christ is called that wonderful
speaker see notes on Dan. He is the Word speaking from God to us, and to God for us. John Baptist was the
voice, but Christ the Word: John the Baptist baptizing Jesus Christ - St. What he saith of him, enough to prove
beyond contradiction that he is God. His existence in the beginning: In the beginning was the Word. This
bespeaks his existence, not only before his incarnation, but before all time. The beginning of time, in which all
creatures were produced and brought into being, found this eternal Word in being. The world was from the
beginning, but the Word was in the beginning. Eternity is usually expressed by being before the foundation of
the world. The eternity of God is so described Ps. The Word had a being before the world had a beginning. He
that was in the beginning never began, and therefore was ever, achronosâ€”without beginning of time. His
co-existence with the Father: The Word was with God, and the Word was God. Let none say that when we
invite them to Christ we would draw them from God, for Christ is with God and is God; it is repeated in v. In
the beginning the world was from God, as it was created by him; but the Word was with God, as ever with
him. The Word was with God, 1. In respect of essence and substance; for the Word was God: In respect of
complacency and felicity. There was a glory and happiness which Christ had with God before the world was
ch. In respect of counsel and design. He that undertook to bring us to God 1 Pet. He was by him as one
brought up with him for this service, Prov. He was with God, and therefore is said to come forth from the
Father. His agency in making the world, v. This is here, 1. All things were made by him. He was with God,
not only so as to be acquainted with the divine counsels from eternity, but to be active in the divine operations
in the beginning of time. Then was I by him, Prov. God made the world by a word Ps. By him, not as a
subordinate instrument, but as a co-ordinate agent, God made the world Heb. The contrary is denied: Without
him was not any thing made that was made, from the highest angel to the meanest worm. God the Father did
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nothing without him in that work. The God of Israel often proved himself to be God with this, that he made all
things: How excellent must that constitution needs be which derives its institution from him who is the
fountain of all excellency! When we worship Christ, we worship him to whom the patriarchs gave honour as
the Creator of the world, and on whom all creatures depend. Help was laid upon one that was mighty indeed;
for it was laid upon him that made all things; and he is appointed the author of our bliss who was the author of
our being. The original of life and light that is in him: In him was life, v. This further proves that he is God,
and every way qualified for his undertaking; for, 1. He has life in himself; not only the true God, but the living
God. God is life; he swears by himself when he saith, As I live. All living creatures have their life in him; not
only all the matter of the creation was made by him, but all the life too that is in the creation is derived from
him and supported by him. It was the Word of God that produced the moving creatures that had life, Gen. He
is that Word by which man lives more than by bread, Matt. Reasonable creatures have their light from him;
that life which is the light of men comes from him, and you can find more about that here on st-takla. Life in
man is something greater and nobler than it is in other creatures; it is rational, and not merely animal. When
man became a living soul, his life was light, his capacities such as distinguished him from, and dignified him
above, the beasts that perish. The spirit of a man is the candle of the Lord, and it was the eternal Word that
lighted this candle. The light of reason, as well as the life of sense, is derived from him, and depends upon
him. This proves him fit to undertake our salvation; for life and light, spiritual and eternal life and light, are
the two great things that fallen man, who lies so much under the power of death and darkness, has need of.
From whom may we better expect the light of divine revelation than from him who gave us the light of human
reason? And if, when God gave us natural life, that life was in his Son, how readily should we receive the
gospel-record, that he hath given us eternal life, and that life too is in his Son! The manifestation of him to the
children of men. It might be objected, If this eternal Word was all in all thus in the creation of the world,
whence is it that he has been so little taken notice of and regarded? To this he answers v. The discovery of the
eternal Word to the lapsed world, even before he was manifested in the flesh: The light shineth in darkness.
Light is self-evidencing, and will make itself known; this light, whence the light of men comes, hath shone,
and doth shine. Though men by the fall are become darkness, yet that which may be known of God is
manifested in them; see Rom. The light of nature is this light shining in darkness. Something of the power of
the divine Word, both as creating and as commanding, all mankind have an innate sense of; were it not for
this, earth would be a hell, a place of utter darkness; blessed be God, it is not so yet. He that had commanded
the light of this world to shine out of darkness was himself long a light shining in darkness; there was a veil
upon this light, 2 Cor. The disability of the degenerate world to receive this discovery: The darkness
comprehended it not; the most of men received the grace of God in these discoveries in vain. The darkness of
error and sin overpowered and quite eclipsed this light. God spoke once, yea twice, but man perceived it not,
Job xxxiii. In the darkness of the types and shadows the light shone; but such as the darkness of their
understandings that they could not see it. It was therefore requisite that Christ should come, both to rectify the
errors of the Gentile world and to improve the truths of the Jewish church. The evangelist designs to bring in
John Baptist bearing an honourable testimony to Jesus Christ, Now in these verses, before he does this, I. He
gives us some account of the witness he is about to produce. His name was John, which signifies gracious; his
conversation was austere, but he was not the less gracious. We are here told concerning him, in general, that
he was a man sent of God.
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Career[ edit ] After teaching Greek for several years, first at the University of Edinburgh and then at the
University of Leeds , he became head of the Department of Biblical History and Literature at the University of
Sheffield in Aberdeen University bestowed an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree on him in He retired from
teaching in Bruce was a scholar on the life and ministry of Paul the Apostle and wrote several studies, the best
known of which is Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free. He viewed the New Testament writings as historically
reliable and the truth claims of Christianity as hinging on their being so. To Bruce this did not mean that the
Bible was always precise, or that this lack of precision could not lead to some confusion. He believed,
however, that the passages that were still open to debate were ones that had no substantial bearing on Christian
theology and thinking. Personal views[ edit ] Bruce was in Christian fellowship at various places during his
life, though his primary commitment was to the Open Brethren among whom he grew up. He never accepted a
specific brand of dispensationalism [7] usually associated with the Brethren, although he may have held a
historic premillennialism [8] akin to George Eldon Ladd [9] and he was also an advocate of the public
ministry of women [10] â€” something that many Plymouth Brethren would still disapprove of today. Bruce
was honoured with two scholarly works by his colleagues and former students, one to mark his 60th and the
other to mark his 70th birthday. Apostolic History and the Gospel: Biblical and Historical Essays Presented to
F. Bruce on his 60th Birthday included contributions from E. Earle Ellis , I. Howard Marshall , Bruce M.
Metzger , William Barclay , G. Essays Presented to Professor F. Bruce on his 70th Birthday included
contributions from Peter T. Moule and Robert H. Gundry contributed to both volumes. Books[ edit ] New
Testament Documents:
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June 28, 5 5 Great resource. Carson tackles difficult doctrines and passages in detail, and yet this is still an
easy book to read. March 25, 5 5 This is the near-unanimous choice of those who have written commentaries
on the commentaries. It is an example of conservative evangelical scholarship at its best. Very highly
recommended to any who want to understand better the Gospel of John. All Greek words are transliterated so
the non-Greek reader will have no problem reading the commentary. Footnotes are rare, sources are cited
in-text. Carson is best when he is comparing several options for understanding a text. In the end, it is always
very clear what his view is! Of the five commentaries listed here, Carson is in the most likely to draw
implications for systematic theology. Carson has a unique ability to clearly articulate very difficult doctrines
and texts and make them accessible to the everyday layman. Does not deal with the Greek in very much depth
but does delve into it on occasion when it is necessary. Overall a great commentary. July 22, 4. Probably the
best commentary I have read on this Gospel. There was a handful of passages I would have liked more depth
on or dealt with differently, but overall a great resource. March 20, 5 5 This is by far the best commentary on
John currently available. As one would expect from Carson, this commentary is both technically helpful, yet
frequently pastorally insightful. February 1, 5 5 An outstanding commentary that does just about everything an
evangelical student or teacher of the Bible could possibly want from a commentary on John. He incisively gets
to the meaning of the text, and is quite willing to devote space to interacting with the views of other
commentators, meaning there is never a dull moment. But, that said, this is still a great commentary and
needed in its own right. Though I am glad I found Newbigen to supplement this, I am glad to have this to learn
from and consult. It is still a 5 star commentary. I hesitate to give a rankings on best John commentaries since
there are still so many great commentaries on John which I have not seen. But I am grateful to have Carson on
my shelf. April 21, 4 5 DA Carson, a student of B. Lindars another John scholar , built his commentary on
John in interaction with the text and those who had gone before him [ Full Review ].
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Two other passages are advanced as evidence of the same - But both falter under close scrutiny. Neither of
these passages, therefore, persuades many Johannine scholars that the author claims eyewitness status. There
is a case to be made that John, the son of Zebedee, had already died long before the Gospel of John came to be
written. It is worth noting for its own sake, even though the "beloved disciple" need not be identified with
John, the son of Zebedee. In his ninth century Chronicle in the codex Coislinianus, George Hartolos says,
"[John] was worth of martyrdom. Papias in the second book says that John the divine and James his brother
were killed by Jews. Morton Enslin observes Christian Beginnings, pp. None the less, this Marcan passage
itself affords solid ground. No reasonable interpretation of these words can deny the high probability that by
the time these words were written [ca. If the author of the Gospel of John were an eyewitness, presumably the
author would have known that Jesus and his compatriots were permitted to enter the synagogues. But at one
several points it is stated that those who acknowledged Jesus as the Christ during the life of Jesus were put out
of the synagogue. This anachronism is inconceivable as the product of an eyewitness. Kysar states that most
scholars today see the historical setting of the Gospel of John in the expulsion of the community from the
synagogue op. The word aposynagogos is found three times in the gospel 9: The high claims made for Jesus
and the response to them 5: Hence, these scholars would date John after Those inclined to see the expulsion
more in terms of an informal action on the part of a local synagogue are free to propose an earlier date. Most
agree that it does, although there have been persistent attempts to argue otherwise. The reasons for positing a
post date include the view of the Temple implicit in 2: Most would argue that the passage attempts to present
Christ as the replacement of the Temple that has been destroyed. The retort that there is also no mention of
scribes misses the mark, as the Pharisees represented the scribal tradition, and the Pharisees are mentioned.
The terminus a quo might also be set by dependence upon the Gospel of Mark, if it were certain that the
Gospel of John is dependent upon Mark. The matter is debated in contemporary scholarship, but Kysar says
that the theory of Johannine independence commands a "slim majority" of contemporary critics. For a
discussion of this issue, D. The external evidence fixes the terminus ad quem for the Gospel of John. Irenaeus
of Lyons made use of John c. The Gospel of John is also mentioned in the Muratorian Canon c. But the
earliest known usage of John is among Gnostic circles. These include the Naassene Fragment quoted by
Hippolytus Ref. The oldest fragment of the New Testament, known as p52 or the John Rylands fragment,
attests to canonical John and is dated paleographically c. The last meal Jesus celebrates with his disciples
before his passion is not a Passover meal at all. Thus one of the basic features of the institution scenes in the
synoptics is missing. Furthermore, there is no account of the baptism of Jesus, and there is confusion about
whether or not Jesus practiced baptism compare 3: Water baptism is treated critically and assigned strictly to
the Baptizer in contrast with Spirit baptism 1: One is left with the impression that the sacraments of baptism
and eucharist did not figure in the theology of the fourth evangelist. It has been recently argued that portions
of chaps. Helms adduces evidence that there were divisions over the interpretation of John at an early period,
as early as the writing of the epistles 1 John and 2 John. Consider the passages 1 John 2: Helms writes Who
Wrote the Gospels? He admits that many accept that John 1: Helms states, "we need to note that part of the
purpose of Irenaeus was to attack the teachings of Cerinthus, a gnostic Christian teacher who lived in Ephesus
at the end of the first century" op. Cerinthus was "educated in the wisdom of the Egyptians, taught that the
world was not made by a primary God, but by a certain Power far separated from him But at last Christ
departed from Jesus, and that then Jesus suffered and rose again, while Christ remained impassible, inasmuch
as he was a spiritual being" 1. Irenaeus stated that the purpose of John at Ephesus was as follows: But, very
strangely, Epiphanius, in his book against the heretics, argues against those who actually believed that it was
Cerinthus himself who wrote the Gospel of John! How could it be that the Fourth Gospel was at one time in its
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history regarded as the product of an Egyptian-trained gnostic, and at another time in its history regarded as
composed for the very purpose of attacking this same gnostic? I think the answer is plausible that in an early,
now-lost version, the Fourth Gospel could well have been read in a Cerinthean, gnostic fashion, but that at
Ephesus a revision of it was produced we now call it the Gospel of John that put this gospel back into the
Christian mainstream.
7: Classic Commentaries and Studies on the Gospel according to John (25 vols.) - Logos Bible Software
John was a minister of the New Testament, but Christ was the Mediator of the New Testament. And observe, though
John was a great man, and had a great name and interest, yet he was forward to give the preference to him to whom it
belonged.
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