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1: Selections for the Feast of Nur (Light) | Interfaith forums
Funny, insightful, and engaging, A Great Feast of Light begins in the small town of Nenagh, where young John's father
purchased the family's first television in , and ends in with the Pope's historic visit to the Emerald Isle, the appearance of
"Dallas" on Irish TV, and twenty-two-year-old John's escape to North America.

But all Christians who have been "grafted in" to the olive tree Romans So as we approach the last of the High
Holy Days on the Jewish calendar, we hope you will find it meaningful. The Gospels record that our Lord
Jesus not only celebrated the festival, but He took traditional elements of the celebration and applied them to
His own life and mission. We find this particularly in John 7 and 8 where Jesus uses two traditional symbols
from the Feast of Tabernacles celebration, water and light, to help the people understand who He is and what
He offers. There, Moses instructed the people that the first day and the eighth day of the festival were to be
special days of rest, set apart from the others. But the seventh day became known as Hoshana Rabba, "the
Great Day. The most spectacular of these was the water drawing ceremony. Imagine a whole parade of
worshipers and flutists led by the priest to the pool of Siloam where Jesus told the blind man to bathe his eyes
after He put clay over them. The priest has two golden pitchers. One is for wine. He fills the other with water
from the pool. As the flutes continue to play, a choir of Israelites chants Psalm The whole procession heads
back to the Temple through the Water Gate. A trumpet sounds as the priest enters the Temple area. He
approaches the altar where two silver basins are waiting. He pours wine into one of the basins as a drink
offering to the Lord and water from the pool of Siloam into the other. The whole ceremony, with the parade
and the flutes and the singing, was such a joyful occasion that one of the ancient rabbis wrote: Today, many
people take water for granted. Not so in the Middle East during the first century. Water was often scarce. The
people were very much aware of their dependence on God for the rains that were so vital for the preservation
of life. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be cleanâ€¦ Ezekiel No wonder then that Jesus stood in
the Temple on this great day of the feast and cried out: If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water John 7: The
Apostle John commented on this speech in verse But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. As
the rain falls to nourish the crops, so the Ruach ha Kodesh, the Holy Spirit, falls upon those who have
identified with Jesus in His death and resurrection. It is that Spirit that refreshes us, and causes us to grow in
grace and in faith. It is that Spirit that allows us to experience Immanuel, God with us. That Spirit is available
to us today and every day. The leaders grew angry because the Temple guards refused their order to arrest
Jesus. Apparently, those leaders had forgotten about Isaiah chapter 9: There will be no more gloom for those
who were in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He
will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan. The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light; of those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned Isaiah 9: And that
brings us to the second Sukkot symbol that Jesus used to point to Himself as the fulfillment of Scripture. God
had indeed promised that a great light would shine out of Galilee. You see, at the end of the first day of the
Feast, the Temple was gloriously illuminated. According to the Mishnah part of the oral tradition of the rabbis
, gigantic candelabras stood within the court of the women. Each of the four golden candelabras is said to have
been 50 cubits high. Each candelabra had four branches, and at the top of every branch there was a large bowl.
Four young men bearing 10 gallon pitchers of oil would climb ladders to fill the four golden bowls on each
candelabra. And then the oil in those bowls was ignited. Picture sixteen beautiful blazes leaping toward the
sky from these golden lamps. Remember that the Temple was on a hill above the rest of the city, so the
glorious glow was a sight for the entire city to see. In addition to the light, Levitical musicians played their
harps, lyres, cymbals and trumpets to make joyful music to the Lord. What a glorious celebration! And He
used that celebration to announce that very fact. He was teaching in the court of women just after the Feast,
perhaps standing right next to those magnificent candelabras when He declared to all who were gathered there,
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life
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John 8: Many refused to have their own darkness exposed by that light. As Jewish people celebrate this
festival, please join us in praying that they will come to know the One of whom all the festivals speak. Pray
that the living water of Messiah Jesus will quench their thirst and fill them with the very Spirit of the God of
Israel.
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A Great Feast of Light: Growing Up Irish in the Television Age, published , Doubleday Canada. And a bunc Television
Critic, Soccer coverage, at the The Globe and Mail, Canada Writer fella.

A few reading for the Feast of Nur: Some Readings for the Feast of Nur Light: The Call of God hath been
raised, and the light of His countenance hath been lifted up upon men. It behoveth every man to blot out the
trace of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and unbiased mind, on the signs
of His Revelation, the proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His glory. Great indeed is this Day! The
allusions made to it in all the sacred Scriptures as the Day of God attest its greatness. All the divers kindreds
of the earth have, likewise, yearned to attain it. O thou that hast remembered Me! The most grievous veil hath
shut out the peoples of the earth from His glory, and hindered them from hearkening to His call. Verily, We
have caused every soul to expire by virtue of Our irresistible and all-subduing sovereignty. We have, then,
called into being a new creation, as a token of Our grace unto men. I am, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient
of Days. This is the Day whereon the unseen world crieth out: This is the Day whereon the rushing waters of
everlasting life have gushed out of the Will of the All-Merciful. Haste ye, with your hearts and souls, and
quaff your fill, O Concourse of the realms above! Every man of insight confesseth Thy sovereignty and Thy
dominion, and every discerning eye perceiveth the greatness of Thy majesty and the compelling power of Thy
might. The winds of tests are powerless to hold back them that enjoy near access to Thee from setting their
faces towards the horizon of Thy glory, and the tempests of trials must fail to draw away and hinder such as
are wholly devoted to Thy will from approaching Thy court. Methinks, the lamp of Thy love is burning in
their hearts, and the light of Thy tenderness is lit within their breasts. Adversities are incapable of estranging
them from Thy Cause, and the vicissitudes of fortune can never cause them to stray from Thy pleasure. I
beseech Thee, O my God, by them and by the sighs which their hearts utter in their separation from Thee, to
keep them safe from the mischief of Thine adversaries, and to nourish their souls with what Thou hast
ordained for Thy loved ones on whom shall come no fear and who shall not be put to grief. But for Thy leave,
who is there that could venture to express Thy might and Thy grandeur; and were it not for Thine instruction,
who is the man that could discover the ways of Thy pleasure in the kingdom of Thy creation? Make us as seas
rolling with the waves of Thy great abundance, rivers flowing from the mountains of Thy glorious Kingdom,
pure fruits on the tree of Thy illustrious Cause, plants refreshed and moved by the breeze of Thy gift in Thy
wonderful vineyard. Cause our souls to depend upon the signs of Thy Oneness, our hearts to be dilated with
the bounties of Thy Singleness, so that we may become united as are ripples on a waving sea; become
harmonized as are the rays which shine forth from a brilliant light; so that our thoughts, opinions and feelings
become as one reality from which the spirit of accord may be diffused throughout all regions. Verily Thou art
the Beneficent, the Bestower!
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A Great Feast of Light is the perfect portrayal of the 'global village' and its consequences." - Catherine Gildiner, author of
Closer to the Falls "A liltingly written, passionately engaged piece of work that braids three distinct approaches into a
tight, furious whole.

This feast of feasts is the most significant day in the life of the Church. It is a celebration of the defeat of
death, as neither death itself nor the power of the grave could hold our Savior captive. In this victory that came
through the Cross, Christ broke the bondage of sin, and through faith offers us restoration, transformation, and
eternal life. Commemoration of The Great and Holy Feast of Pascha Holy Week comes to an end at sunset of
Great and Holy Saturday, as the Church prepares to celebrate her most ancient and preeminent festival,
Pascha, the feast of feasts. The time of preparation will give way to a time of fulfillment. The glorious and
resplendent light emanating from the empty Tomb will dispel the darkness. Christ, risen from the dead, cracks
the fortress of death and takes "captivity captive" Psalm All the limitations of our createdness are torn
asunder. Death is swallowed up in victory and life is liberated. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall
all be made alive" I Corinthians Pascha is the dawn of the new and unending day. The Resurrection
constitutes the most radical and decisive deliverance of humankind. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
fundamental truth and absolute fact of the Christian faith. It is the central experience and essential kerygma of
the Church. It seals all His redemptive work: His life, the model of a holy life; His compelling and unique
teaching; His extraordinary works; and His awesome, life-creating death. The Resurrection discloses the
indestructible power and inscrutable wisdom of God. It disposes of the illusory myths and belief systems by
which people, bereft of divine knowledge, strain to affirm the meaning and purpose of their existence. Christ,
risen and glorified, releases humanity from the delusions of idolatry. In Him grave-bound humanity discovers
and is filled with incomparable hope. The Resurrection bestows illumination, energizes souls, brings
forgiveness, transfigures lifes, creates saints, and gives joy. The Resurrection has not yet abolished the reality
of death. But it has revealed its powerlessness Hebrews 2: We continue to die as a result of the Fall. Our
bodies decay and fall away. In the center of this radiant event is Christ pulling Adam and Eve up from their
tombs. The gates of the Realm of Death are broken and thrown down. Death, personified in human form is
defeated, and bound hand and foot at the bottom of the scene. We recall the joyous words of St. O grave,
where is thy victory? Among them in the front of the multitude are some of the righteous dead, though now
invigorated by the Resurrection. King David and his son Solomon are seen on the left wearing crowns. Near
the center is Saint John the Baptist. On the other side is Abel, the son of Adam and the first man to ever die.
He wears a shepherds robe and has a cane. Many Icons of this subject depict large crowds with a few other
recognizable prophets. Orthodox Celebration of Pascha Before midnight on Saturday evening, the Odes of
Lamentation of the previous day are repeated. The Orthros of the Resurrection begins in complete darkness.
The priest takes light from the vigil light and gives it to the faithful, who are holding candles. From this
moment, every Christian holds the Easter candle as a symbol of his vivid, deep faith in the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ as Savior. In many churches the priest leads the people outside the church, where he reads the
Gospel which refers to the Angels statement: Then comes the breathless moment as the people wait for the
priest to start the hymn of Resurrection, which they join him in singing, repeatedly: From this moment the
entire service takes on a joyous Easter atmosphere. The hymns of the Odes and Praises of Resurrection which
follow are of superb meaning and expression. The people confess, "It is the Day of Resurrection, let us be
glorious, let us embrace one another and speak to those that hate us; let us forgive all things and so let us cry,
Christ has arisen from the dead". At the end of the Liturgy, a part of the marvelous festival sermon of Saint
Chrysostom is read, which calls upon the people to "Take part in this fair and radiant festival. Let no one be
fearful of death, for the death of the Savior has set us free. O Death, where is thy sting? O Hades, where is Thy
victory? Christ is Risen and Thou art overthrown. To Him be glory and power from all ages to all ages. On
Easter Sunday afternoon the faithful gather once more for prayer with lighted candles. All sing the hymn,
"Christ is Risen from the Dead". The people greet one another joyously, saying: They sing, "the dark shadows
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of the Law has passed away by the coming of grace", and standing in exaltation they exclaim, "Who is so
great a God as our God? The fruit of faith in the Resurrection of the Lord is love in His Name; therefore, this
day is called "Sunday of Agape" love feast , a day dedicated to Christian principles, especially to forgiveness
and charity. At this time, Christians seek to end misunderstanding and arguments among those whom they
may be at odds. Apostle Paul firmly interprets the Resurrection of Christ, saying: Doxastikon of the Praises
Plagal of the First Tone It is the day of Resurrection; let us be radiant for the festival, and let us embrace one
another. Let us say, O brethren, even to those that hate us: Let us forgive all things on the Resurrection; and
thus let us cry: Christ is risen from the dead, by death He has trampled down death, and on those in the tombs
He has bestowed life. Holy Transfiguration Monastery, , Holy Cross Press, , pp. Conciliar Press, , pp.
Orthodox Lent, Holy Week and Easter:
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Funny, insightful, and always engaging, this illuminating story of a boy and a country transformed by television is indeed
a "great feast of light." Unknown to me, on that night there were other forces, unseen, in the air.

John Doyle is a television critic born in Ireland though he emigrated to I always have great hopes and
butterflies in my stomach when I find an Irish writer. He frames his life growing up in Ireland around the
advent of television and how television changed Ireland and himself in the process. I pretty much lost who
John Doyle became - I found more ties to the younger Doyle and to Ireland and to certain aspects of Irish
Catholicism and conservatism that were embedded in Australia at that same time. Be that as it may, he gives a
fairly o. But as in Australia, television was definitely a moving force for the people to "see" change in other
countries and thus demand it in their own. Some of the Irish history he talks about I particularly connected
with, where he wondered while watching the Man from U. Although that may sound strange to some an uncle
of mine born in Ireland would be constantly saying similar thoughts when we were all watching tv. The Irish
past always seemed to be ever present. That kind of thought process rubbed off on me too. So hearing about
Cavan was eye-opening to me. There as a young boy he hears about the wailing on the roads, and ghosts in the
area. He writes an eerie and moving account of Carrick during the famine that really hit home to me one that
no other account had done nor made me so profoundly sad. The population was around 66,, including Cavan
and the Leitrim hill country. They flooded into Carrick to the workhouse poorhouse for food and help. Carrick
being a tiny village, the workhouse held but a few hundred, the rest were locked out having already been
thrown off their land. For 3 years the streets, lanes and ditches around Carrick were filled with the dead and
wandering dying and that the English refused to help. My research about my aunts actually, great, great, great
aunts , told me they were sent here for theft. They apparently were caught a couple of times before being
transported. I discovered that it was mostly young people transported from Cavan at that time, and I suspect it
was because they were young and strong enough to attempt to go looking for food or clothing to steal. AND
they stole on purpose, to get arrested so that they would get sent to Australia, so that they could survive. They
had heard there was food and warmth down here. Most other accounts tell of the Irish being afraid of being
sent here, but when you actually look at the alternative - death from starvation in a Carrick ditch, you realise it
was pretty much their last chance at life. Yet my uncle constantly referred to it with added expletives about the
English, the past was ever present for him. Thankfully times have changed - or have they? The Irish and their
descendants are all over the globe, having left for so many reasons It seems maybe the past is still present.
Does it get embedded in the genes? Perhaps Doyle is right about other things, that television had more of an
effect that we think, but the Pope still bans contraceptives - they are however now available in Ireland, and
Northern Ireland is still - well - Northern Ireland. Perhaps both Doyle and my uncle were right about the
Leitrim Hills having a stash of guns buried there from the first Uprising - maybe we will find that out one day.
While Doyle talked a lot about The Troubles as he experienced them and saw on television, I was slightly
disappointed there was not more detail - although there are other books about with that information. There
were endless fetes and charity events to raise money for their trip here. But then maybe it was all a bit hush
hush. His book goes some way to explain and enlighten me on my family and how I think and for that I am
glad I read it.
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5: A Great Feast of Light: Growing Up Irish in the Television Age by John Doyle
See more A Great Feast of Light: Growing up Irish in t Email to friends Share on Facebook - opens in a new window or
tab Share on Twitter - opens in a new window or tab Share on Pinterest - opens in a new window or tab.

The Feast of Lights If you look at the Wheel of the Year, you will see that Luciad, the Feast of Lights, is the
first festival of the Eastre Cycle â€” the uppermost point of the Eastern Blade of the moon-axe and naturally
the verbal similarity of Easter and Eastern is no mere coincidence. The Luciad Festival is seen as the
beginning of the end of winter. It marks the final end of the full Nativity season in those places where a "long
Nativity" is celebrated, and traditionally it is bad luck to have any Nativity decorations still in place on the
Feast of Lights. The year now moves into the next phase of the Great Cosmic Narrative: Her undertaking to
carry the Light of the Mother into every part of manifestation, even to its lowest and darkest levels â€” and to
the very Realm of Death. In each case, a Being who is inherently Divine puts aside Her own Divinity for the
salvation of beings. And since there is only one Divinity, we may see these two stories as two different
perspectives on one universal Truth. At the Nativity, the Daughter is born as a being separate from Her
Mother. At the Feast of Lights, She takes on, of Her own free will, the fate or fatality that will ultimately lead
her to pass through the Seven Gates of the Nether Realm and to suffer death at the lowest point of the World
Pillar. This is the primary festival of the Daughter as Light Bringer. This naturally coincides with the waning
of winter and the promise of new light. However, the symbolic blessing of whatever candles one has is
considered adequate if this is not possible. The traditional flower of the Feast of Lights is the snowdrop, which
is usually the first flower of the year and may even, as its name suggests, bloom in the snow. The white purity
of the snowdrop betokens the promise of new light, both natural and spiritual â€” and of course the two kinds
of light are not separate phenomena, since the natural world is the echo of the spiritual Realities that underlie
it. I am sure this is correct, but I have a question. However, the Daughter, while She goes down unto death, is
ultimately raised up as Queen of Heaven. Can you shed more light on this? La Petite Sorciere Thank you for
raising this point. What we must bear in mind here is that Myths, which are far profounder than mere
terrestrial history, are in fact four-dimensional snapshots of Realities that lie beyond dimensionality â€” in
other words, Transcendent events presented to our understanding as if they were events in time and space. The
primary difference between the "angle" or "perspective" of the Quan Yin story and the Gospel is that of time.
In the first place Quan Yin is seen at least partially as a human who attains Buddhahood, but refuses it, while
the Daughter is Divine from the beginning. Now in fact, Quan Yin is a Goddess assimilated into Buddhism,
but even leaving this aside and speaking purely within the logic, or "economy", of Buddhism, the difference
between the two perspectives is illusory. Once a being has attained full and ultimate Buddhahood she is
Divine and is one with the only God that Buddhism acknowledges and we accept this as a valid Spiritual
perspective, although not ours. So the refusal of Buddhahood and the separation of the Daughter from the
Mother are two ways of expressing the same thing: She is not assimilated into the Mother. And She is the
Preserver of the Worlds. She will continue to sustain the worlds, and to guide Her children, until all beings are
reunited with the Mother, "even to the last blade of grass". We may also note that the original perspective is
never far from the surface. In folk-tales about Quan Yin, She is indeed killed, descends to Hell, liberates the
souls there and rises again. While these may be dismissed by High Buddhism as mere peasant tales or more
likely by arrogant Western scholarly Buddhists â€” eastern Buddhists tend to have more respect and more
understanding of the subtleties of spirituality â€” what they show is the ultimate unity of the two perspectives.
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A great feast of light: growing up Irish in the television age. [John Doyle] -- The Globe and Mail's celebrated critic John
Doyle was born in the small Irish town of Nenagh in ; his father purchased the family's first television set in

One such tradition involved massive Golden Candlesticks. This is the very same treasury where Messiah noted
a poor widow who gave her sacrificial gift of two small coins Mark The Court of Women was a place where
all worshippers, men and women alike, could enter and experience the joy of the Feast of Tabernacles around
the great candlesticks. We read in the Talmud, Rabbinical writings which provide an accurate account of first
century Jewish life, that the light from these huge candles would give light to all the courtyards of Jerusalem!
In order to light the candles, young men would climb up several ladders to reach the wicks which were made
from old priestly garments. Levites without number with harps, lyres, cymbals, trumpets, and other musical
instruments were there upon the fifteen steps leading down from the Court of the Gentiles to the Court of the
Women. Since the Feast of Tabernacles is a harvest festival Lev. The prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures help
us to understand its meaning: Zechariah teaches that this harvest celebration is pointing toward the future
harvest of the nations to Messiah! But what does the light from the candlesticks have to do with the Kingdom?
Looking to that day, the prophets explain: The Kingdom to which the Feast of Tabernacles points is a time
when we will no longer walk in the darkness of sin. Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah of Israel would be a
light to all the nations of the world Is. Thus, the rabbis also consistently saw Messiah as the true light of God.
Berachot 29a; Peskita Rabbati f; Exodus Rabbah By the time He arrived, the pilgrims who had come from
around the world to attend the Feast had been celebrating joyously for seven days and had now come to the
eighth day, the solemn assembly. With the lights from the candles now extinguished, how dim the scene must
have appeared. It was at this time that Messiah came to the treasury, John 8: He is the perpetual Light of God,
as Yeshua professed to be the only inexhaustible source of spiritual nourishment. The candlesticks were to be
extinguished each year after the Feast, but His light would remain. He is the perfect Light of God, the Light by
which eternal direction can be established for our lives. Regardless of culture and heritage, all people need His
light. Yeshua is the only Light worth following. So if you have the Light, turn it on; seek His guidance.
7: Editions of A Great Feast of Light: Growing Up Irish in the Television Age by John Doyle
See more A Great Feast of Light: Growing up Irish in th Email to friends Share on Facebook - opens in a new window or
tab Share on Twitter - opens in a new window or tab Share on Pinterest - opens in a new window or tab.

8: A Great Feast of Light | www.enganchecubano.com
A Great Feast of Light: Growing Up Irish in the Television Age (Kindle Edition) Published May 29th by Anchor Canada
Kindle Edition, pages.

9: BROTHER MICHAEL CAPUCHIN INDIA: Happy Diwali - Great Feast of LightsIndia Shining
A Great Feast of Light by John Doyle. Doubleday Canada. Hardcover. VERY GOOD. Light rubbing wear to cover, spine
and page edges. Very minimal writing or notations in margins not affecting the text.
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