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timelessness, that is, the recurrence of similar forms of political humor, indeed identical jokes, in.

September 27 at 7: Then I ask just the men: What steps do you guys take, on a daily basis, to prevent
yourselves from being sexually assaulted? The silence gives way to a smattering of nervous laughter. What
steps do you take on a daily basis to prevent yourselves from being sexually assaulted? Women throughout the
audience immediately start raising their hands. As the men sit in stunned silence, the women recount safety
precautions they take as part of their daily routine. Hold my keys as a potential weapon. Look in the back seat
of the car before getting in. Carry a cell phone. Lock all the windows when I sleep, even on hot summer
nights. Be careful not to drink too much. Own a big dog. Carry Mace or pepper spray. Have an unlisted phone
number. Park in well-lit areas. Vary my route home from work. Watch what I wear. Use a home alarm system.
Avoid forests or wooded areas, even in the daytime. Go out in groups. Meet men on first dates in public
places. Make sure to have a car or cab fare. Make assertive eye contact with men on the street.
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Excuse me for stepping out but we are trying to keep the government open. But let me just talk about CHIP for
a moment because this is a subject that many of us have been involved with for a long time. The health and
well-being of our children is a primary responsibility for those of us in Congress â€” for me, personally, my
motivation for me to be in politics is the one in five [children] who live in poverty in our country, go to sleep
hungry at night in America, the greatest country that has ever existed in the history of the world. But
nonetheless, this issue should have been done by September 30 when the reauthorization ended. The
Republicans â€” because they wanted to pay for it in a strange way â€” we could not come to an agreement on
it. So where is their value system? So, anyway, that is what has been holding it up for nearly three months and
that is really unfortunate because, as has [been] said by my colleagues, states are running out of money â€”
some states have already run out of money. We must do this. What was the question? Whether or not the CR
was going to keep the government going â€” Leader Pelosi. Did you want to formulate it? I stepped out of the
room. The government will be open by the Republicans because they have the votes. They have the votes in
[the] House, the Senate and they have the White House â€” they control whether government is open. We are
very proud of our unity in our Caucus: More than you want to know on this subject? The question is about
parity. We have a budget agreement that we would have parity. That means whatever you increase defense by,
you increase domestic discretionary budget by. They have to, in their own Caucus, come up with a CR where
they have the votes. You have to ask them. Have there been recent negotiations on CHIP? On the tax bill,
Republicans are convinced that this is going to help them win elections in Do you think the tax bill is going to
help Republicans win elections? Let them think that. Are there any circumstances under which Democrats
would vote to extend government funding? We have never supported shutting down government but they have
the votes and they have the signature so they have the power. So, is your sense that this continuing resolution
is a more minimalistic way of â€” Leader Pelosi. Yes, I would imagine. You know better than any of us â€”
Leader Pelosi. Let me say, that would be a course of action that might work for them. The question is â€” we
pass something, it goes to the Senate, they put on health care, is that what their promise was? It comes back
here. Do the Republicans support that? You really think these Republicans are going to support that? My
colleagues, anyone else want to weigh in on this? Do you expect Republicans to have similar issues on this tax
bill? Well, let me just say: When we did the Affordable Care Act, we did scores of hearings, took hundreds of
amendments â€” probably took hundreds of them â€” took some, probably modified some just the way we
treated Democratic amendments. So we had a full airing of that â€” because they have a bill now that will
affect the economy to the tune of trillions of dollars in which they have had no hearings, no expert testimony. I
only wish they could listen to the people in wheelchairs with disabilities that we heard from yesterday to what
it would do in their lives, to listen to health care professionals or even listen to their own people.
Eighty-[three] percent of the benefits go to the top one percent â€” 8[3] percent of the benefits go to the top
one percent. They were able to mischaracterize what the Affordable Care Act was. I would say I take some
responsibility â€” we thought others would have been messaging it and we probably [should] have been doing
it ourselves clearly. But when people understood what it was about, it has broad support. Why are they doing
this? To give a tax break to the rich. To give a tax break to corporations. In some cases, to ship jobs overseas. I
think there are a few other questions â€” Q: Excuse me, what did you say? We had two excellent candidates.
Two fabulously excellent candidates, it was great to see their presentations and their nomination. Just to know,
[Congresswoman] Val Demings filled the vacancy on the Committee and that was approved this morning.
Law enforcement background, former police chief of Orlando â€” Val Demings, we are so proud and she will
bring such an important voice to the Judiciary Committee. Is that correct and how do you feel about them
owning it? We keep on fighting because we have to mitigate the damage that they are doing in the lives of the
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American people. Now many more people â€” millions more will be subjected to that discrimination. So, in
any event, they may have won a battle yesterday but I think it will be a Pyrrhic victory for them because we
[will] be continuing that fight. That means they get to see the pediatricians on a regular basis. I just want to
add, in addition to families all across America, that have been hit so hard by the opioid epidemic, particularly
children â€” we, in New Hampshire, have skyrocketing [numbers of] foster children now. Just back to
government funding. The American people send people to Washington to fund the government. How do you
answer the criticism that Congress has been unable to do its most basic job â€” Leader Pelosi. But your
question is well-considered because the fact is they are anti-governance and so the next step is to underfund
Medicare, Medicaid and they talked about, recently, this week, raising the age for Social Security. So there is a
role â€” since the beginning of our country, in the beginning of our country, we have debated how much
government â€” how much federal, how much local, how much state â€” but this is anti-governance. We have
to find a way to find common ground on how we invest in our future, reform our tax code to create growth, to
create good-paying jobs â€” again, Better Deal: So if they think that this bill is a good political argument for
them, let them think that.
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In , as a senior, he struck out batters in 66 innings, and threw a perfect game in his last high school start. He
also played on a Bercovich team that assembled top players from throughout California. Instead, Johnson
accepted a full athletic scholarship to play baseball for the University of Southern California. While at USC,
he also played two years of basketball. Major league career â€” [ edit ] Montreal Expos â€” [ edit ] Johnson
was drafted by the Montreal Expos in the second round of the Major League Baseball draft. He made his
major league debut on September 15, against the Pittsburgh Pirates , earning a 9â€”4 victory with a
five-inning outing in which he gave up two runs with five strikeouts; his first victim was Orestes Destrade in
the second inning. Johnson posted a record of 3â€”0 with a 2. In 11 total games played with the Expos, he
went with a 4. Seattle Mariners â€” [ edit ] [ edit ] After joining the Mariners during the season , Johnson led
the AL in walks for three consecutive seasons â€”92 , and hit batsmen in and In July , facing the Milwaukee
Brewers , the erratic Johnson allowed 4 runs on 1 hit, thanks to 10 walks in 4 innings. A month later, a
9th-inning single cost him a no-hitter against the Oakland Athletics. Johnson suffered another walk, 4-inning
start in But his untapped talent was volcanic: In , Johnson became the first left-hander to strike out Wade
Boggs three times in one game, and a no-hitter against the Detroit Tigers attested to his potential. Ryan
recommended a slight change in his delivery; before the meeting, Johnson would land on the heel of his foot
after delivering a pitch, and he therefore usually landed offline from home plate. Ryan suggested that he land
on the ball of his foot, and almost immediately, he began finding the strike zone more consistently. In May ,
Johnson again lost a no-hitter to a 9th-inning single; again, the opponent was the Oakland Athletics. Toronto
general manager Pat Gillick had two separate transactions on the table including the one for Johnson with
Seattle general manager Woody Woodward and one for Rickey Henderson with Oakland general manager
Sandy Alderson. When Gillick was unable to contact Woodward he agreed to utilize the deal with Alderson.
However, Gillick gave his word to Alderson even though the deal had not been finalized. He defeated the
Yankees in Game 3 with 10 strikeouts in seven innings. Entering a 4â€”4 game in the ninth inning, Johnson
pitched the ninth, 10th, and 11th innings. Johnson posted an 0â€”6 playoff record in his next four playoff
series, each of which his teams lost. Between May and October , Johnson had gone 53â€”9, including a
16â€”0 streak that fell one short of the AL record. Johnson had two strikeout starts in , on June 24 and August
8. Another colorful All-Star Game moment proceeded in the edition involving former Expos teammate Larry
Walker , at that point with the Colorado Rockies. He ended the at bat by drawing a walk. Johnson finished 7th
in the National League Cy Young voting despite pitching only 2 months in the league, and helped Houston
win their second straight National League Central division title. Johnson started Games 1 and 4, both losses.
He only gave up three earned runs combined in the two games, but received only one run in support in Game
4. Johnson finished with 19 wins, strikeouts and a 2. When the game resumed the following day, Johnson
stepped in as the new pitcher and racked up 16 strikeouts in 7 innings, technically setting the record for the
most strikeouts in a relief stint. The bird swooped across the infield just as Johnson was releasing the ball.
After being struck, the bird fell amid a "sea of feathers. Johnson recorded all 20 strikeouts in the first nine
innings, but because the game went into extra innings, it was not categorized by MLB as an "official" strikeout
game. On August 23, , Johnson struck out three batters on nine pitches in the 6th inning of a 5â€”1 loss to the
Pittsburgh Pirates, becoming the 30th pitcher in major league history to pitch an immaculate inning. One thing
he did accomplish that year was hitting his first career home run in a September 19, game against the
Milwaukee Brewers. It was the only home run to date for Johnson, a career. On May 18, , Johnson pitched the
17th perfect game in baseball history. At 40 years of age, he was the oldest pitcher to accomplish this feat.
Johnson had 13 strikeouts on his way to a 2â€”0 victory against the Atlanta Braves. He also became the fifth
pitcher in Major League history to throw both a no-hitter and a perfect game in his career after Young,
Bunning, Addie Joss , and Sandy Koufax ; since Johnson, Mark Buehrle and Roy Halladay have joined this
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group. Johnson led the major leagues in strikeouts with In the games where Arizona scored three or more
runs, Johnson was 13â€”2. As his team only won 51 games that year, his ratio of winning Johnson was
inconsistent through , allowing 32 home runs; however, he regained his dominance in late Johnson did not
make the original edition, but for the update, with his career totals considerably higher and his World
Championship season taken into account, he was ranked at Number In Game 5 in Anaheim, Johnson made an
effective relief appearance after Mike Mussina gave up 5 runs and 6 hits to give the Angels a 5â€”2 lead, but
the Yankees were unable to come back in the series. After an inconclusive year in pinstripes, New York fans
hoped that Johnson would return to his dominant style in his second Yankee season. Johnson began well, but
then he struggled to find form. In between some impressive performances, he allowed 5 or more runs in 7 of
his first 18 starts for the season. Johnson was more effective in the second half. Johnson finished the season
with a 17â€”11 record, a subpar 5. This exposure caused him to miss his last start of Second stint with the
Arizona Diamondbacks â€” [ edit ] Johnson pitching for the Arizona Diamondbacks. Johnson allowed six runs
in 5 innings and took the loss, but struck out seven. But on July 3, his surgically repaired disc from the
previous season was reinjured. Johnson had season-ending surgery on the same disc, this time removing it
completely. Reporting that the procedure went "a little better than expected", Arizona hoped that Johnson
would be ready for the season. With this strikeout Johnson surpassed Roger Clemens for the number two spot
on the all-time strikeout leaders list. Johnson got his 4,th career strikeout on July 6, Johnson was placed on
the day disabled list with a torn rotator cuff in his throwing shoulder on July 28, On January 5, , he announced
his retirement from professional baseball. The effectiveness of the pitch is marked by its velocity being in the
low 90s along with tight late break; hitters often believed they were thrown a fastball until the ball broke just
before it crossed home plate. Right-handed hitters have swung through and missed sliders that nearly hit their
back foot. Johnson also threw a split-finger fastball that behaved like a change-up and a sinker to induce
ground-ball outs. Personal life[ edit ] Johnson has four children with his wife Lisa: Sammy born , Tanner born
, Willow born , and Alexandria born He also has a daughter from a previous relationship, Heather Renee
Roszell born Johnson has spoken about his faith saying, " Throughout much of his career, Johnson held the
title of tallest player in MLB history. Johnson appeared in the movie Little Big League , playing himself.
Johnson appeared in a "Just For Men" commercial where he had a grey beard and his neighbors told him
"Your beard is weird. Johnson also appeared in several commercials for Nike in
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Anton Graff â€” Anton Graff was an eminent Swiss portrait artist. In Graff started studying painting at the art
school of Johann Ulrich Schellenberg in Winterthur, after three years he left Winterthur for Augsburg. There
he worked with the etcher Johann Jakob Haid, however, only one year later he was forced to leave Augsburg.
The members of the painters guild feared his competition. With a letter of recommendation from Johann Jakob
Haid, he moved to Ansbach where he found employment with the court painter Leonhard Schneider until ,
Graff travelled frequently to Munich to study the paintings in the different collections. In he went back to
Augsburg and later moved to Regensburg, in he went back to Winterthur and Zurich. He thought he was not
good enough to work for the court of Saxony. To give Hagedorn an impression of his talent he sent a
self-portrait to Dresden, the self-portrait arrived on 16 January , in Dresden. It was so well received that one
day later Hagedorn worked out Graffs employment contract. On 20 June , Graff was appointed Professor for
portrait painting at the Dresden Art Academy, Graff made portraits of nearly 1, of his contemporaries and was
the leading portrait painter in Germany in the late 18th and early 19th century. Graff was also the portrait
painter of German poets between the Enlightenment and the early Romantic periods. Many of them were also
his friends, like Johann Wolfgang von Goethe whom he met in Dresden in , Graff was the favourite portrait
painter of the German, Russian, Polish and Baltic nobility. His portrait of Frederick the Great is regarded as
his masterpiece, the painting is exhibited at Schloss Charlottenburg. Frederick the Great never posed for Graff,
however, Graff got the authorization to watch the troops parade in This was the chance for Graff to study the
physiognomy of the King, Graff was also very popular with the landed gentry, diplomats, musicians and
scholars 2. Holy Roman Empire â€” The Holy Roman Empire was a multi-ethnic complex of territories in
central Europe that developed during the Early Middle Ages and continued until its dissolution in The title
was revived in when Otto I was crowned emperor, fashioning himself as the successor of Charlemagne, some
historians refer to the coronation of Charlemagne as the origin of the empire, while others prefer the
coronation of Otto I as its beginning. Scholars generally concur, however, in relating an evolution of the
institutions and principles constituting the empire, the office of Holy Roman Emperor was traditionally
elective, although frequently controlled by dynasties. Emperor Francis II dissolved the empire on 6 August ,
after the creation of the Confederation of the Rhine by Napoleon, before , the realm was merely referred to as
the Roman Empire. In a decree following the Diet of Cologne, the name was changed to Holy Roman Empire
of the German Nation, by the end of the 18th century, the term Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation had
fallen out of official use. As Roman power in Gaul declined during the 5th century, local Germanic tribes
assumed control, by the middle of the 8th century, however, the Merovingians had been reduced to
figureheads, and the Carolingians, led by Charles Martel, had become the de facto rulers. He eventually
incorporated the territories of present-day France, Germany, northern Italy, on Christmas Day of , Pope Leo
III crowned Charlemagne emperor, restoring the title in the west for the first time in over three centuries. After
the death of Charles the Fat, those crowned emperor by the pope controlled only territories in Italy, the last
such emperor was Berengar I of Italy, who died in Around , autonomous stem duchies reemerged in East
Francia, on his deathbed, Conrad yielded the crown to his main rival, Henry the Fowler of Saxony, who was
elected king at the Diet of Fritzlar in Henry reached a truce with the raiding Magyars, and in he won a first
victory against them in the Battle of Riade, Henry died in , but his descendants, the Liudolfing dynasty, would
continue to rule the Eastern kingdom for roughly a century. Upon Henry the Fowlers death, Otto, his son and
designated successor, was elected King in Aachen in and he overcame a series of revolts from an elder brother
and from several dukes. After that, the managed to control the appointment of dukes. In , Otto came to the aid
of Adelaide, the queen of Italy, defeating her enemies, marrying her. In , Otto won a victory over the Magyars
in the Battle of Lechfeld 3. Leipzig â€” Leipzig is the largest city in the federal state of Saxony, Germany.
With a population of , inhabitants it is Germanys tenth most populous city, Leipzig is located about kilometres
southwest of Berlin at the confluence of the White Elster, Pleisse, and Parthe rivers at the southern end of the
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North German Plain. Leipzig has been a city since at least the time of the Holy Roman Empire. The city sits at
the intersection of the Via Regia and Via Imperii, Leipzig was once one of the major European centers of
learning and culture in fields such as music and publishing. Leipzig later played a significant role in
instigating the fall of communism in Eastern Europe, through events which took place in, Leipzig today is an
economic center and the most livable city in Germany, according to the GfK marketing research institution.
Outside of Leipzig the Neuseenland district forms a lake area of approximately square kilometres. Leipzig is
derived from the Slavic word Lipsk, which means settlement where the linden trees stand, an older spelling of
the name in English is Leipsic. In the Nazi government officially renamed the city Reichsmessestadt Leipzig,
the common usage of this nickname for Leipzig up until the present is reflected, for example, in the name of a
popular blog for local arts and culture, Heldenstadt. Leipzig was first documented in in the chronicles of
Bishop Thietmar of Merseburg as urbs Libzi and endowed with city, Leipzig Trade Fair, started in the Middle
Ages, became an event of international importance and is the oldest remaining trade fair in the world. During
the Thirty Years War, two battles took place in Breitenfeld, about 8 kilometres outside Leipzig city walls, the
first Battle of Breitenfeld took place in and the second in Both battles resulted in victories for the Swedish-led
side, on 24 December , an oil-fueled street lighting system was introduced. The city employed light guards
who had to follow a schedule to ensure the punctual lighting of the lanterns. It was the largest battle in Europe
prior to the First World War, in the Monument to the Battle of the Nations celebrating the centenary of this
event was completed. The railway station has two entrance halls, the eastern one for the Royal Saxon State
Railways and the western one for the Prussian state railways 4. Germany â€” Germany, officially the Federal
Republic of Germany, is a federal parliamentary republic in central-western Europe. It includes 16 constituent
states, covers an area of , square kilometres, with about 82 million inhabitants, Germany is the most populous
member state of the European Union. After the United States, it is the second most popular destination in the
world. Various Germanic tribes have inhabited the northern parts of modern Germany since classical
antiquity, a region named Germania was documented before AD. During the Migration Period the Germanic
tribes expanded southward, beginning in the 10th century, German territories formed a central part of the Holy
Roman Empire. During the 16th century, northern German regions became the centre of the Protestant
Reformation, in , Germany became a nation state when most of the German states unified into the
Prussian-dominated German Empire. After a period of Allied occupation, two German states were founded,
the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic, in , the country was reunified. In the
21st century, Germany is a power and has the worlds fourth-largest economy by nominal GDP. As a global
leader in industrial and technological sectors, it is both the worlds third-largest exporter and importer of goods.
Germany is a country with a very high standard of living sustained by a skilled. It upholds a social security
and universal health system, environmental protection. Germany was a member of the European Economic
Community in The national military expenditure is the 9th highest in the world, the English word Germany
derives from the Latin Germania, which came into use after Julius Caesar adopted it for the peoples east of the
Rhine. German literature â€” German literature comprises those literary texts written in the German language.
This includes literature written in Germany, Austria, the German parts of Belgium and Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, South Tyrol in Italy and to a lesser extent works of the German diaspora. German literature of
the period is mostly in Standard German. The Old High German period is reckoned to run until about the
midth century, the most famous works are the Hildebrandslied, Middle High German starts in the 12th
century, the key works include The Ring and the poems of Oswald von Wolkenstein and Johannes von Tepl.
The Baroque period was one of the most fertile times in German literature, modern literature in German
begins with the authors of the Enlightenment. German Romanticism was the dominant movement of the late
18th and early 19th centuries. Biedermeier refers to the literature, music, the visual arts, under the Nazi
regime, some authors went into exile and others submitted to censorship. Periodization is not a science but the
following list contains movements or time periods typically used in discussing German literature. The closer
one nears the present, the more debated the periodizations become, the Old High German period is reckoned to
run until about the midth century, though the boundary to Early Middle High German is not clear-cut. The
most famous work in OHG is the Hildebrandslied, a piece of Germanic alliterative heroic verse which besides
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the Muspilli is the sole survivor of what must have been a vast oral tradition. Another important work, in the
dialect of Old Saxon, is a life of Christ in the style of a heroic epic known as the Heliand. This was the period
of the blossoming of MHG lyric poetry, one of the most important of these poets was Walther von der
Vogelweide. These high medieval heroic epics are written in rhymed strophes, not the verse of Germanic
prehistory. Therefore, the literature of the late 14th and the early 15th century falls, as it were, the Volksbuch
tradition which would flourish in the 16th century also finds its origin in the second half of the 15th century.
Sebastian Brant Thomas Murner Philipp Melanchthon Sebastian Franck The Baroque period was one of the
most fertile times in German literature, many writers reflected the horrible experiences of the Thirty Years
War, in poetry and prose. Saxony â€” Its capital is Dresden, and its largest city is Leipzig. Saxony is the tenth
largest of Germanys sixteen states, with an area of 18, square kilometres, located in the middle of a large,
formerly all German-speaking part of Europe, the history of the state of Saxony spans more than a
millennium. It has been a medieval duchy, an electorate of the Holy Roman Empire, a kingdom, the area of the
modern state of Saxony should not be confused with Old Saxony, the area inhabited by Saxons. Old Saxony
corresponds approximately to the modern German states of Lower Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Saxony is divided
into 10 districts,1. After a reform in , these regions - with some alterations of their respective areas - were
called Direktionsbezirke, in , the authorities of these regions were merged into one central authority, the
Landesdirektion Sachsen. The Erzgebirgskreis district includes the Ore Mountains, and the
Schweiz-Osterzgebirge district includes Saxon Switzerland, the largest cities in Saxony according to the 31
December estimate. To this can be added that Leipzig forms a metropolitan region with Halle. The latter city
is located just across the border to Saxony-Anhalt, Leipzig shares for instance an S-train system and an airport
with Halle. Saxony has, after Saxony Anhalt, the most vibrant economy of the states of the former East
Germany and its economy grew by 1. FutureSAX, a business competition and entrepreneurial support
organisation, has been in operation since Microchip makers near Dresden have given the region the nickname
Silicon Saxony, the publishing and porcelain industries of the region are well known, although their
contributions to the regional economy are no longer significant. Today the automobile industry, machinery
production and services contribute to the development of the region. Saxony is also one of the most renowned
tourist destinations in Germany - especially the cities of Leipzig and Dresden, new tourist destinations are
developing, notably in the lake district of Lausitz. Saxony reported an unemployment of 8. By comparison the
average in the former GDR was 9. The Leipzig area, which recently was among the regions with the highest
unemployment rate, could benefit greatly from investments by Porsche. With the VW Phaeton factory in
Dresden, and many part suppliers, zwickau is another major Volkswagen location 7. The Ore Mountains are a
Hercynian block tilted so as to present a steep face towards Bohemia. They were formed during a process,
During the folding of the Variscan orogeny, metamorphism occurred deep underground, forming slate. In
addition, granite plutons intruded into the metamorphic rocks, by the end of the Palaeozoic era, the mountains
had been eroded into gently undulating hills, exposing the hard rocks. As the rock of the Ore Mountains was
too brittle to be folded, it shattered into an independent fault block which was uplifted and tilted to the
northwest. This process is known as dissection, the Ore Mountains is geologically considered to be one of the
most heavily researched mountain ranges in the world. The main geologic feature in the Ore Mountains is the
Late Paleozoic Eibenstock granite pluton and this pluton is surrounded by progressive zones of contact
metamorphism in which Paleozoic slates and phyllites have been changed to spotted hornfels, andalusite
hornfels, and quartzites. Late Tertiary faulting and volcanism gave rise to basalt and phonolite dikes, Ore veins
include iron, copper, tin, tungsten, lead, silver, cobalt, bismuth, uranium, plus iron and manganese oxides. The
soils consist of rapidly leaching grus, in the western and central areas of the mountains it is formed from
weathered granite. Phyllite results in a loamy, rapidly weathered gneiss in the east of the mountains producing
a light soil, today the land is predominantly used for pasture. But it is not uncommon to see near-natural
mountain meadows, to the north of the Ore Mountains, west of Chemnitz and around Zwickau lies the Ore
Mountain Basin which is only really known geologically. Here there are deposits of coal where mining has
already been abandoned.
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I almost want to say "Ditto" and sit down. Greetings, Class of I was serving as the president of the
African-American Student Alliance, which was an organization I had co-founded the year prior. And besides
throwing the best events on campus, we were laser-focused on ridding the campus of its racist and
discriminatory practices. In that one school year, the university instituted a discriminatory zero-tolerance
policy for the mostly black residential students, and we organized a press conference to voice our discontent.
The school created new fees, and then tried to remove the mostly black students from campus for not paying
them. So then we held the biggest event our campus had ever seen, and used the proceeds to pay for the
overdue fees of those students. Every trick the school pulled, we were ready to respond. We were bad asses. I
was devastated â€” but also convinced that this was some form of retaliation for all of my radical activism on
campus. It was my own oversight. In my haste to be done with school and get into the real world, I had
become disillusioned with classes that year. I was a political science major, because it was the closest that I
could get to my real goal of changing the world through my activism. I knew through most of college that I
would finish and go work for a nonprofit, social justice organization. I thought propelled by all the wonderful
bad-assery of my college work that I was ready for the world. The truth is, I am 22 years removed from my
senior year of college, and although I have had an amazing career as an activist and advocate and nonprofit
professional, I am woefully aware of these nuggets I wish that I had had as I was entering the world. You have
all committed to the passionate pursuit of social innovation, impact and justice, and that is a very particular
lane to occupy. I thought long and hard about what I wish someone would have told me, all at once, so that at
least I could ignore it with some context. So here are my tidbits to take with you as you journey forward in this
work. The work is hard. And because this world is broken â€” beautiful, but broken â€” this work can take you
in so many directions. So getting in touch with what moves you deeply, what gets you up in the morning and
sends you to sleep at night, makes it easier to narrow your focus. As long as your passion remains the biggest
driver of your work, you will stay on the right track. The second one is find your tribe. So many folks get
caught up in their singular contribution, but that can actually be a hindrance to progress. The lift is always
more than you expected, and part of the problem is folks trying to be singular heroes instead of the Avengers.
Whether you are MSW or a nonprofit executive, it is important to find like-minded folk who have a similar
vision for a way forward, to build with, commiserate with, to win with. Next is sharpen your instincts. Just
saying, "Follow your instincts," assumes that your instincts will never fail you. This may sound a little bit of a
contradiction to the last point, but follow me. Human beings, particularly those who have committed
themselves to reversing injustice, have a tendency to develop absolutes in our views of the world. But one way
to keep your sharp instincts, I believe, is to challenge what you know to be absolutely true â€” or what you
think you know. One great way of doing that is by mixing up who you have in your community. Make sure
you have some folks around you with different points of view and alternate visions for justice in the world.
Keep them close, and practice active, deep listening when you engage with them. You will either expand your
own vision or have a better understanding of why your vision is sound. But either way, it allows that muscle
that controls your instincts to expand and contract, which will keep it sharp. This one goes right along with
sharpening your instincts. Passionate instincts can either take you far or stunt your growth. And that reality is
in direct relationship with how honest you are willing to be with yourself. This is not to be mistaken with
second-guessing yourself. But the nature of this work is service. You are choosing of life of being in service of
other human beings in the world in some capacity. The people who we work in service of are often in critical
need. An inability to, without ego, examine yourself and ask tough questions is a disservice to those people.
Why am I here? Am I the best person to provide this service? Am I using my privilege in service of those with
less than me? What is driving my investment in this work? This is also where that tribe can come in really
handy if you pick the right ones. Ask for honest feedback, and then gift yourself with the same honesty. At the
end of all this self-examination, you may draw the same conclusions that you are where you are supposed to
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be, doing things that you are supposed to do. But I guarantee you that your approach to the work will have
improved and your output will be more excellent every time. The next one is take care of yourself. Lately, in
the last few years, the term "self care" has been really popular in pop-culture lexicon, right, particularly in
social justice circles, and its popularity stems from the stark reality that the generations before us worked
themselves literally to death. And I want to underscore that. My comrade and sister, Joanne Smith, who is the
founder of Girls for Gender Equity, often says, "We come to the work because we are the work. My
motivation for wanting to bring healing into the lives of black and brown girls I worked with was because
no-one spoke healing into my life. I came to this work because I am the work, which means I brought my
baggage and broken pieces to the work, too. Eventually I realized how important it was to continuously
unpack and repair in order to be more effective and impactful. So many of you are coming to this work for the
same reasons. Do your personal work. And our dean gave this one away a little bit, but the last one is, let love
lead. One of my all-time favorite quotes from the great scholar and activist Dr. What the last three decades
have shown me is that if love is not leading, it becomes easy to lose your footing. Me Too went viral now
almost seven month ago. The night that it started going viral was a really interesting night for me. I see MeToo
everywhere! One of the things I struggled with is, how am I going to contain my work? How am I not going to
get lost in this viral moment? And a really interesting thing happened. You all know what I mean. I was on
Facebook. And so when it was set up, I could watch the hashtag. And I thoughtâ€¦I was calling friends and I
was consulting people, and I was like â€” what am I going to go? Who is going to believe that this year-old
black women is the one who started this thing 12 years ago? And I was out-of-my-mind frantic. And then a
really interesting thing happened. Somebody tweeted MeToo with a link. And it was gut-wrenching. I read
that story and I thought to myself, "My god, Tarana. I remember sitting up in my bed and saying exactly that
to myself. I was taught that by some elders and veterans of the Civil Rights Movement and the Black Power
Movement and Labor Movement who really cared about passing on their legacy of work to another
generation. And I made that commitment after the first thing I ever organized. I said, "This is the live I want. I
want to do this forever. So I asked myself in this moment, when you committed yourself 30 years ago to be in
service of people, when did that change? The question for me in that moment after reading that story and
watching this viralness happen online was simply, are you going to be in conflict or are you going to be in
service? Because conflict would have been easy, right? It would have been easy for me to say, "This is mine. I
did it first. I can prove it. The truth of the matter was that I had no choice but to be in service. And in the span
of 24 hours, I had to tap into my passion. I had to consult my trusted tribe. I had to lean into my instincts,
which forced me to re-examine my motives. When I came up for air, the answer was clear. I love people
deeply. I love my people deeply.
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