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Guadalupe Mountains National Park protects the world's most extensive Permian fossil reef, the four highest peaks in
Texas, an environmentally diverse collection of flora and fauna, and the stories of lives shaped through conflict,
cooperation and survival. Come experience mountains and canyons.

Your personal information will be used only to fulfill your request. You must agree to the condition above for
us to process your request Thickbox test Your request has been processed, thank you! We also have the
following visitor guides in Texas. Click on any additional guides you would like to receive. There are a variety
of unique local attractions and historic museums to keep visitors entertained. Request this Free Visitor
GuideRequested! Request a few more Visitor Guides, or complete the form below to receive your guides by
mail. This southern getaway is the ideal venue for an enticing menu of bargain buys of every kind. Just being
in Laredo brings you close to Mexico, but if you desire an even closer look, go no further than San Bernardo
Avenue. We look forward to extending a warm "Bienvenido a Laredo" to you. High mountains cut through the
city which gives it a dramatic setting as well as a great offering of very nearby outdoor recreational
opportunities such as hiking, rock climbing and mountain biking. We love it here on the Texas Gulf Coast and
want you to know and love it too. Rockport-Fulton is a state of mind as much as it is a place. Abilene Central
Texas Abilene Central TexasVisit Abilene, the defining city of West Texas, where the frontier spirit is still
applied to discovery, development and creativity. Abilene boasts a central location - just miles west of the
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex - and is home to , friendly people. Relax, explore and enjoy our mix of western
heritage, contemporary culture and traditional values. It offers several museums, attractions, and annual
festivals that please residents as well as visitors. If you are looking for a fun, exciting, and different place to
visit, then Odessa is the place for you! San Angelo is the city to discover. It boasts succulent seafood, unique
shopping, a booming boating community and awe-inspiring nature preserves. We also have visitor guides
available in states highlighted in blue below.
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Guadalupe Mountains National Park includes the world's finest fossilized reef, unique flora and fauna, and West Texas'
only legally designated wilderness. Here, one can experience solitude, tranquility, and the joy of finding plants and
animals whose mastery of survival renews our sense of wonder.

Landscape[ edit ] Upon approaching Guadalupe Mountains National Park, the mountains and surrounding
desert flats appear very rugged and desolate. There are no trees visible- only boulders, cacti, and a few hardy
shrubs. Once you hike up into the mountains, you will find an extremely different environment with temperate
and alpine forests, streams, grassy meadows, and a wide variety of plants and animals. Views of the mountains
are stunning from the parking lots, but by far the best views are to be had atop the mountains, with views of
over a hundred miles common. The Guadalupe Mountains, or "Guads" in local parlance, are formed of
limestone laid down in a vast, prehistoric reef and subsequently fossilized. The most prominent summit is El
Capitan no connection to the feature of the same name in Yosemite National Park , but similarly imposing at
the southern end of the range; nearby Guadalupe Peak is higher the highest mountain in Texas , but less
conspicuous. The limestone composition of the Guads creates challenges for the hiker, as the rock tends to
break into chunks that are rapidly worn smooth and behave like ball bearings underfoot. Flora and fauna[ edit ]
McKittrick Canyon The park is largely covered with the usual flora of the Chihuahuan desert prickly-pear
cactus, ocotillo, various yuccas, etc. The maple leaves turn a brilliant red in late fall and can be seen to good
advantage from McKittrick Canyon and vicinity. Higher up in the mountains significant remnant forests of
ponderosa, pinon and spruce exist, most notably in the area known as "the bowl". Top predators of the park
ecosystem are mountain lion and black bear, but neither are frequently seen. Encounters with coyotes, gray
fox, raccoon, and ringtail cat one of the characteristic species of the park are more common. Mule deer and elk
are the largest herbivores and mostly stay in the mountains, but javelinas are more typical of the desert floor.
While bat populations are not as concentrated or as famous as in the "Bat Cave" section of nearby Carlsbad
Caverns, there are still 15 or so species of bats that take refuge in the smaller caves of the park. Over bird
species are known from the Guadalupes, although many of them are rare visitors. Large birds include golden
eagle, various species of hawk, turkey vulture and sandhill crane. Many species of finch and warbler are
present. There are few waterfowl except for accidental visitors during migration season. The largest venomous
snake of the park is the western diamondback rattlesnake, but other rattlesnake species are also present. The
park is also home to three different species of the unusual horned lizard. Climate[ edit ] The mouth of
McKittrick Canyon as it exits the Guadalupe Mountains The Guadalupes have more rugged and variable
weather than their desert setting might suggest. During the summer, temperatures are typically above degrees
on the desert floor, and deadly electric storms are common in the mountains. The mountains occasionally
experience blizzards during the winter. The park is one of the windiest spots in the country, with winds well in
excess of mph not unknown in the spring. Get in[ edit ] The nearest city with major air service is El Paso ,
about 80 miles west. US highways 62 and lead from El Paso to the park, on good road. Visitors to the Dog
Canyon park entrance should be sure to fill up in Carlsbad or Artesia , as the two-hour round trip between
these towns and the park is somewhat fuel-intensive due to alternating grades and devoid of filling stations.
Take care on the road to Dog Canyon and do not drive it in the dark -- New Mexico seems to think guardrails
are for sissies. The fee is good for seven days. Get around[ edit ] Upon entering the park, most sightseeing
must be done on feet or horseback. There are some roads in the desert which require four-wheel drive
vehicles. Dog Canyon usually has a park ranger on duty, as well as a smaller camp ground. El Cap is attractive
from several turnouts on the highway west of the main park entrance. Do[ edit ][ add listing ] Climb
Guadalupe Peak - a must for hikers visiting the park, the path to the top of Texas can take hours roundtrip. The
trail provides great views of El Capitan and the interior of the park. The trailhead is at Pine Springs
campground. Do not underestimate this hike. The trail gains almost feet between trailhead and summit, and
temperatures on top can be 15 to 20 degrees colder than in the canyon bottom, with strong winds and even
some snow-covered spots in winter and spring. There are also abundant opportunities for slips and ankle turns

Page 2

GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK pdf
owing to the rubble underfoot; be prepared. Be sure to sign the register in the ammo box at the top. Camp at
Tejas - Located in the recessed and wooded central portion of the park, this primitive campground is
effectively the inner-sanctum of GMNP. The hike is long enough that your chances of being alone with nature
are well above average. The tent pads have anchors and are protected from the wind and heat by copious
pines. Deer abound at this site. The trail from Dog Canyon is slightly longer, but gains less elevation. They
have years of experience and not only love their jobs, but also the park. They can show you places and give
you factual tidbits that only locals would know. Lone Star Trekking, , [2]. Lone Star Trekking provides four
and five day guided backpacking trips throughout the park. The company provides all gear, equipment and
food. In addition, the park provides many ranger-led programs for free, which can include a variety of
activities and topics. Inquire about scheduled programs at the visitor center.

Page 3

GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK pdf
3: List of national parks of the United States - Wikipedia
Guadalupe Mountains National Park is an American national park in the Guadalupe Mountains of Texas, east of El
www.enganchecubano.com mountain range includes Guadalupe Peak, the highest point in Texas at 8, feet (2, m), and
El Capitan which was used as a landmark by travelers along the route later followed by the Butterfield Overland Mail
stagecoach line.

The Guadalupe Range slopes upward from New Mexico to its highest peak within the national park. The park
comprises 76, acres and includes the four highest peaks in Texas. Beginning some million years ago, seawater
and decaying marine organisms deposited lime along the shallow shelf of the Delaware Basin of the Permian
Sea, forming a reef many hundreds of feet thick. Sediments buried the reef as the ocean drained away.
Compression within the earth pushed up the area within the past ten to twelve million years. Erosion began to
wear away the softer sedimentary rock, exposing parts of the hard limestone of the Capitan Reef. In a process
that continues today, runoff from the old reef began to deposit salt on the flats now west of the park
boundaries. Plants and animals combine in the park in a mixture of species native to Mexico, the Rocky
Mountains, and the eastern United States. The park includes a small segment of the Chihuahuan Desert and
protects such desert species as prickly pear cacti, walking-stick chollas, kangaroo rats, and coyotes. The cliffs
of McKittrick Canyon harbor an oasis of spring-fed streams, porcupines, mule deer, and lush stands of grey
oak, velvet ash, bigtooth maple, and alligator juniper. Wild turkeys, elk, mountain lions, and black bears roam
forests of conifers and aspens at higher elevations. Many species of birds, ranging from hummingbirds to
golden eagles, may be found in the park. Aoudad sheep that were introduced into the Guadalupes from North
Africa by hunting-lease operators have taken over the ecological niche once occupied by desert bighorn sheep,
which had been killed off in the Guadalupes by see EXOTICS. Federal law now protects all animals, plants,
fossils, and natural or historical objects in the park. Hunter-gatherer groups left pictographs and cooking pits
in the Guadalupes as early as 12, years ago; some Indian rock art sites are now accessible by park trails.
Mescalero Apaches claimed the Guadalupes as one of their last strongholds after Comanche horsemen and
subsequently the United States Army pushed them from the plains below. A troop of United States Cavalry,
led by Lt. Cushing, devastated a Mescalero encampment at Manzanillo Springs on December 30, The first
Butterfield Overland Mail stagecoaches to leave either end of the St. Louis-San Francisco mail route met just
west of Guadalupe Pass in The Pinery stagecoach station near Pine Springs was once a regular stop, and its
stone foundations remain near the park entrance. Most of the land within the park was once the Guadalupe
Mountain Ranch, sold to the federal government by J. Hunter offered in to donate acres of land in McKittrick
Canyon to the state, to be made into a state park in exchange for a highway to the canyon entrance. Pratt later
donated another acres after discussing with J. Biggs organized a lobbying effort at the Department of the
Interior in Washington and a publicity campaign in the area to promote the park. He invited members of local
chambers of commerce, writers in local and national publications, senators, governors, and congressmen to
spend weekends at the ranch. The National Park Service conducted an initial survey of the area in and reported
that it appeared to meet the criteria for national parks. Texas senators and congressmen introduced bills in
Congress in and to establish Guadalupe Mountains National Park, but opposition surfaced to the purchase of
more Texas land while approval was pending for Padre Island National Seashore and Big Thicket National
Preserve. There was also opposition, which continues, from area ranchers who had leased approximately 12,
acres adjoining the park, now used as a buffer zone to protect the fragile flora and fauna of the Guadalupe
ecosystem. On October 15, , President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the act establishing the park. The legislation
stipulated that all mineral, oil, and gas rights be donated to the federal government before funds would be
allocated to purchase the ranch. The park was established on September 30, An eighty-mile network of trails
offers the best means to see the park, either on foot or horseback. High-country trails, some the remnants of
trails that ranchhands once followed to reach their herds, ascend as much as 3, feet over steep terrain. Trails in
the canyons and lowlands are shorter and less difficult. The maple and hardwood trees of McKittrick Canyon
turn to brilliant colors in late October and early November, making fall one of the most popular times to visit
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the park. High winds usually blow in the spring, and severe storms may produce flash floods in the summer
months. Carlsbad Caverns Natural History Association, n. University of Texas Press, The TSHA makes every
effort to conform to the principles of fair use and to comply with copyright law. For more information go to:
Citation The following, adapted from the Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition, is the preferred citation for
this article. Uploaded on June 15, Modified on October 2, Published by the Texas State Historical
Association.
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Hiking in Guadalupe Mountains National Park can be a fun and rewarding experience as in other national parks. It is a
great way to both see and experience the park. It is a great way to both see and experience the park.

The four tallest peaks in Texas, an ancient fossilized reef, a large part of the Chihuahuan desert, and the iconic
El Capitan, not to be confused with El Capitan in Yosemite National Park, are all protected here in the
western-Texas Guadalupe Mountains National Park. The natural and cultural history of the region are
protected within over 86, acres of diverse landscapes, providing a sanctuary for a wide range of plant and
animal species. The areas of the park have been visited and inhabited for at least the last 10, years.
Archaeological evidence, like projectile tips, pottery, and remarkable petroglyphs, or rock art, shows the
constant flow of peoples to this area, to hunt, gather, and make their homes. In the s, Spanish explorers
arrived, not settling in the area, but leaving behind something quite valuable, horses. After the s, as
progressive numbers of people headed westward, they came into conflict with the Mescalero Apaches of the
area, climaxing in encounters with the famous Buffalo Soldiers. Features of the Park Several different types of
ecosystem can be found within the park, providing home for 5-dozen mammal species, types of birds, and 55
reptiles. From desert lowlands, to steep-walled canyons, and high mountain ridges, the lands of the park cover
a foot change in elevation. Down at lower elevations is the arid Chihuahuan Desert community. Hardy plants
have evolved here to survive the harsh desert conditions, some, like cacti and succulents, can store their own
water. Others grow only near the rare springs and seeps that are dotted around the park. While others lie
dormant waiting for the right amount of rain, and begin a race to flower before the summer monsoon ends.
Also within the park, not usually expected near desert areas, are plots of lush streamside oak and maple
woodlands, providing habitat for mule deer, skunks and raccoons, not to forget the occasional rainbow trout,
and the rare Rio Grande leopard frog too. Higher elevations contain Douglas fir and ponderosa pine mountain
top forests, able to thrive here thanks to it being on average 10 degrees cooler than the desert below. These
higher altitude forests are home to animals like black bears, mountain lions, and porcupines. One of the most
iconic sights in the park is that of El Capitan, an enormous rocky escarpment at the southern end of the
mountain chain. The Guadalupe Mountains are what is left of the ancient Capitan Reef that existed at the
edges of the ancient inland Delaware sea over million years ago. Over the last million years or so much of the
reef has since been thrust upwards by tectonic activity, crafting the Guadalupe Mountains. Additional natural
processes, like wind, rain and snow, over a tremendous span of time, has eroded the covering layers of this
ancient reef, giving us a glimpse into the past. As such, the remnants of this prehistoric reef containing the
fossils of algae, snails, and myriad other creatures who populated the waters millions of years ago are clearly
visible. Interestingly, different to modern day reefs, the Capitan Reef was largely made up of sponges and
algae, instead of corals, who now dot the walls of the exposed reef. There are many small caves and caverns
throughout the Guadalupes, as the limestone of the reef is perfectly suited to the development of fissures and
cracks. As water rich in hydrogen-sulphide seeped through fissures in the limestone and mixed with rainwater
migrating downward from the surface, it all combined together and created sulphuric acid, which then
dissolved the limestone, slowly widening fissures and fractures in the rock, providing yet more shelter for the
many creatures that call Guadalupe Mountains National Park home.
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Guadalupe Mountains National Park contains the southernmost, highest part of the mile-long Guadalupe range. From
the highway, the mountains resemble a nearly monolithic wall through the desert.

Archaeological evidence has shown that people lived over 10, years ago in and among the many caves and
alcoves. Hunter-gatherers followed large game and collected edible vegetation. This conclusion is supported
by the discovery of projectile points, baskets, pottery, and rock art. The Spanish introduced horses; nomadic
indigenous tribes like the Apaches soon found them an asset for hunting and migrating. Mescalero Apaches
followed game and harvested the agave or mescal for food and fiber Mescalero is Spanish for mescal-maker.
Agave roasting pits and other artifacts of Mescalero culture can be found in the park. The Mescalero Apaches
remained in the mountains through the midth century, but they were challenged by an American transportation
route at the end of the American Civil War. During the s and s many people immigrating west crossed the
area. The 9th Cavalry Regiment was ordered to the area to stop Indian raids on settlements and mail stage
route. During the winter of , Lt. Cushing led his troops into the Guadalupe Mountains and destroyed two
Mescalero Apache camps. They were eventually driven out of the area and into US reservations. Felix
McKittrick was one of the first European settlers in the Guadalupe Mountains; he worked cattle during the s.
McKittrick Canyon is thought to be named after him. Frijole Ranch was the first permanent ranch house; it
was constructed in by the Rader brothers. Frijole Ranch House was the only major building in the region; it
served as a community center and regional post office from to Today, the Frijole Ranch House has been
restored and serves as a cultural museum. In , Wallace Pratt , a geologist for Humble Oil and Refining
Company , was impressed by the beauty of McKittrick Canyon and bought the land to build two houses there.
Both were used as summer homes by Pratt and his family up until The mountain range extends
north-northwest and northeast from Guadalupe Peak in Texas into New Mexico. As the range is built up
almost entirely of limestone , upland areas have little or no surface water. The only significant surface water is
McKittrick Creek, in McKittrick Canyon , which emerges from the eastern side of the massif, just south of the
New Mexico border. The Guadalupe Mountains experience relatively hot summers, calm, mild autumn
weather, and cool to cold weather in winter and early spring. Snow storms, freezing rain, or fog may occur in
winter or early spring. Frequent high wind warnings are issued during winter through spring. Late summer
monsoons produce thunderstorms. Nights are cool, even in summer. Climate data for Pine Springs weather
station, Texas.
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Guadalupe Mountains National Park, Salt Flat, TX. 18, likes Â· 2, talking about this Â· 12, were here. Guadalupe
Mountains National Park is the.

The closest cities are El Paso miles or Carlsbad 55 miles , and there are few facilities in this mostly barren
region. The park contains the southern end of the Guadalupe Mountains, an isolated range surrounded in all
directions by the Chihuahuan Desert, and few people visit, due perhaps also to the lack of a central attraction,
a scenic drive or named viewpoints. This is primarily a park for hiking; the mountains are crossed by a good
network of trails and the region has varied climate zones with differing wildlife and vegetation, interesting
geology, and many photographic opportunities. As an added attraction, at the end of summer the red, gold and
orange colors of the foliage in some of the canyons create a spectacle as good as that in New England. The
main entrance, location of the visitor center and campground, has a picturesque setting right beneath high
cliffs at the mouth of Pine Springs Canyon, the largest valley through the center of the park. The campground
consists of 20 partially-shaded tent sites and a paved parking area for RVs - no hookups, and no facilities apart
from rest rooms and picnic tables - but the surroundings are beautiful, and the most popular trails start right
from the site. Evenings here can be quite cool since the site is in shadow relatively early, as the sun disappears
behind the mountains in late afternoon; the silhouette of the peaks can be seen moving slowly southwards
across the desert for several hours after the sun leaves the canyon. There are three other entrances to the park;
two side roads lead to McKittrick Canyon towards the east, start point for a long trail through a riparian valley,
and to Frijole Ranch, site of a preserved homestead and trailhead for a loop hike to two springs. Seven miles
across the mountains, the forested Dog Canyon area at the north side of the national park is also reached by a
paved road, but a mile drive through New Mexico is needed to get there. Geology and Landscapes The
Guadalupe Mountains are part of an ancient fossilised reef which also includes the Carlsbad Caverns in New
Mexico - a huge limestone formation that continues in a great arc west towards Van Horn and east towards
Alpine. Most is buried, the only other exposed sections being the Apache, Delaware and Glass Mountains, all
in Texas. The high country has much exposed rock with fossils, and a climate typical of lands much further
north, sustaining pine, fir and aspen trees and creatures such as elk, mountain lions and even black bears. This
land is towards the northern edge of the desert, which in Texas is most spectacular around Big Bend National
Park , and continues south far into Mexico. The canyons of the Guadalupe Mountains offer another contrast,
with a transition from desert to mountain environments as well as much plant life found nowhere else. Most
have streams flowing through at some times of year which support a rich riparian mixture of many kinds of
trees, bushes and wildlife. Salt Basin The national park includes a rarely-visited desert area west of the
mountains, at the edge of Salt Basin, a great arc of salt flats, dry lakes and sandy mounds that extends 30 miles
north to south. Most of the section within the park is occupied by a broad depression formed by geological
faulting, around 3, feet in elevation, and once filled with a shallow lake. The dunes reach a maximum height of
60 feet, and are being gradually enlarged, with salt blown by the prevailing wind. The basin is open for day
use only. Guadalupe Mountains Trails Descriptions of all trails in the national park. Gypsum dunes in Salt
Basin Highlights: Remote, isolated mountains with diverse climate zones; the slopes rise over 3, feet above the
Chihuahuan Desert surroundings, to rocky summits and cool pine forests. Several riparian canyons provide
hiking routes into the high country Nearest city with hotels: Carlsbad New Mexico , 55 miles Management:
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This sits within Guadalupe Mountains National Park. Entrance fee is $5 but this is waived if you have a National Park
Pass. If your goal is to summit, then start early as the hot Texas sun will.

The park is home to ancient marine fossils, three major ecosystems and the highest peak in all of Texas.
Activities in Guadalupe Mountains National Park The Guadalupe Mountains are sometimes referred to the "
Island in the Desert " because they rise more than 5, feet above the surrounding desert floor. This "island"
offers so much to explore. Three ecosystems -- ancient limestone reef canyons, maple and oak woodlands and
coniferous forests of Douglas fir and ponderosa pine -- combine to form a wondrous and unique national park.
Colorful foliage and cooler temperatures make fall an excellent season for hiking in the park. There are more
than 80 miles of developed trails. The Guadalupe Peak Trail , arguably the most popular trail in the park, is an
exceptionally rewarding 8. Visitors should allot an entire day to get through this hike, but the effort is worth it.
The trail leads to the highest summit in all of Texas, which on a clear day features stunning views of the entire
park and its surrounding mountains and desert. To cater to visitors who crave wilderness adventure, the park
allows extensive backcountry hiking. Backcountry hiking requires a free backcountry use permit that can be
obtained from the Headquarters Visitor Center or the Dog Canyon Ranger Station. There are 10 backcountry
camping sites. Visitors may camp no longer than three consecutive days in the backcountry. Headquarters
Visitors Center is the main visitor center in the park and is open daily all year, except Christmas Day. About a
mile east of the visitor center is Frijole Ranch , which once served as the primary headquarters for ranching in
the Guadalupes. It now features a small museum where visitors can learn about about the local history of the
park. There are two developed campgrounds in the park: Pine Springs and Dog Canyon. These sites feature
drinking water, flush-toilet restrooms and other conveniences. Wildlife in Guadalupe Mountains National Park
As a desert climate, at first the park may come across as barren and lifeless, but that is definitely not the case.
Most of the animals in the park are nocturnal, coming out at night when the temperatures are cooler. The
places with the best wildlife viewing opportunities are the permanent water sources such as Smith Springs,
Manzanita Spring and McKittrick Canyon. With high body temperatures and the gift of flight, birds are the
most common animal in the park, boasting more than species. In the s, the park reintroduced Montezuma quail
to the area, which had been extirpated in the mids. The Spanish arrived to the area in the mids, introducing
horses, which were in turn used by the Apache tribes. The Apaches roamed the land unchallenged until the
mids, when the advent of transportation and the end of the Civil War brought settlers, explorers and
homesteaders to the area. The s called for surveyors to look for possible railroad routes. Afraid that the
Apaches would interfere with their new property and investments, the settlers called on the military for help.
The military then ordered troops to the area. Of these troops were the Buffalo Soldiers , African-American
Civil War veterans who remained in the army after the war. The Buffalo Soldiers, after fighting to gain their
own freedom, fought to take away the freedom of the Native Americans. They halted Indian raids and drove
the Apaches out of the area. By the late s, nearly all the Apaches were living on reservations. Most permanent
settlers were ranchers. Much of the land that laid the foundation for the park was donated by Wallace Pratt , an
early oil explorer. He donated more than 6, acres to the National Park Service.
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Guadalupe Mountains National Park Tourism: TripAdvisor has reviews of Guadalupe Mountains National Park Hotels,
Attractions, and Restaurants making it your best Guadalupe Mountains National Park resource.

The park is on the smaller side at just over 86, acres, but has a rich history and is home to the 8, ft. The
Spanish arrived in the 16th century, introducing horses to the nomadic Mescalero Apache tribes in the area.
The Apaches stayed in the mountains until the mids, which is about the time when people started passing
through the area en route west. In , the Pinery Station, which visitors today can see the ruins of near the visitor
center, was built for the Butterfield Overland Mail to pass through. After many raids by the Apache, the 9th
Cavalry Regiment came in and drove them out to reservations. The first European settlers moved into the area
in the s, building ranches, a community center, and a post office, and then in the early s a geologist named
Wallace E. View from the Smith Spring Trail. Once part of a mile long limestone reef in the ancient Permian
Sea, the Guadalupes came into existence million years ago. Since then, the mountains have been battered and
weathered, now varying between 3, and 8, feet in elevation, with three different ecosystems. Classic
Adventures Most people visit the park to explore the land and look for animals. Because of the diverse
ecosystems found at the park, there is a wide variety of wildlife, but most are nocturnal, so it can be difficult to
see anything. Mule deer are the most often seen, but also keep an eye out for elk in the winter , coyotes, gray
fox, desert cottontails, black-tailed jackrabbits, ringtails, and rock squirrels. In the warmer months, look for
reptiles and watch out for rattlesnakes that are often found along the trails. By far, the most popular activity at
the park is hiking and backpacking, with over 80 miles of trails that range from an easy walk to a strenuous
adventure. For something on the easier side, try the easy Pinery Trail. Another shorter trail is the 2. A hiker on
Guadalupe Peak. Miguel Vieira For more of a challenge, check out the 8. The trail climbs 3, feet through a
conifer forest to summit the tallest peak in Texas. The trail is almost 17 miles in total, but there are several
side trails that can be taken to extend the mileage. Guadalupe Mountains National Park is also home to the Salt
Basin Dunes, bright white dunes formed from gypsum grains and covering about 2, acres. Once there, you can
explore the non-vegetated dunes, but watch out for venomous snakes. A fossil on a wall along the Permian
Reef Trail. At an elevation of 6, feet and at the edge of a wilderness boundary, the place is perfect for a quiet
vacation. There is the easy, 0. Immerse Yourself Even though the park is small, there is quite a bit to explore.
The historic Frijole and Williams Ranches are worth a stop, and you have to go see the glistening white Salt
Basin Dunes. Pick a couple smaller hikes, or hit the trails for a whole day or more to see the best geology and
landscapes of the park. Reservations are not required, and they are first come, first served. Spring and summer
are the best time to visitâ€”the temperatures are in the 80s and there is an occasional rainstorm to sustain
blooming wildflowers. During the fall, colors rival even the best New England scene. Winter brings cooler
temperatures, high winds, and even snow. Pets are only allowed in areas that you can get to in your car roads,
campsites, etc.
9: Insiderâ€™s Guide to Guadalupe Mountains National Park
Guadalupe Mountains National Park is the world's premier example of a fossil reef from the Permian Era. The park is
known for its extensive hiking and backpacking opportunities in one of the nation's most pristine wilderness areas.
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