HEINRICH BULLINGER (1504-1575) pdf
1: Download [PDF] Heinrich Bullinger Free Online | New Books in Politics
Heinrich Bullinger (18 July - 17 September ) was a Swiss reformer, the successor of Huldrych Zwingli as head of the
ZÃ¼rich church and pastor at GrossmÃ¼nster.A much less controversial figure than John Calvin or Martin Luther, his
importance has long been underestimated; recent research shows that he was one of the most influential theologians of
the Protestant Reformation in the.

Bullinger, Gualther, Musculus and others are cited, and the confessions of one or two Churches in Helvetia,
out of whom and the like kind of sayings are diligently drawn: Of which thing we may not doubt at all in the
Miscellanies of D. Jerome Zanchi of godly memory, there is the judgement extant of the church and school of
Tigur, touching certain Theses of the said Zanchi, which at that time were hatefully pursued of certain that
moved the same mischief that Huber does. Jacob Kimedoncius, The Redemption of Mankind: Imprinted by
Felix Kingston, , So likewise Bullinger, on Rev. Otherwise the Lord excludes no one but him who excludes
himself hy his own unbelieving and faithlessness. John Davenant , Dissertation on the Death of Christ, For
more material from Bullinger, see the Augustine Marlorate file. The views of Davenant , Ussher , and Preston
followed out a resident trajectory long recognized as orthodox among the Reformed. Therefore I say, the sins
of all men of the world of all ages have been expiated by his death. Michael Thomas, The Extent of the
Atonement: Paternoster, , For we teach and believe that Jesus Christ our Lord is the unique and eternal Savior
of the human race, and thus of the whole world, in whom by faith are saved all who before the law, under the
law, and under the Gospel were saved, and however many will be saved at the end of the world. For the Lord
himself says in the Gospel: He who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that
man is a thief and a robberâ€¦ I am the door of the sheep John And also in another place in the same Gospel
he says: Abraham saw my day and was glad ch. The apostle Peter also says: There is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. We therefore believe
that we will be saved through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, as our fathers were Acts 4: For Paul also
says: All our fathers ate the same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual drink. And thus we read that
John says: Christ was the Lamb which was slain from the foundation of the world Rev. Wherefore, we quite
openly profess and preach that Jesus Christ is the sole Redeemer and Savior of the world, the King and High
Priest, the true and awaited Messiah, that holy and blessed one whom all the types of the law and predictions
of the prophets prefigured and promised; and that God appointed him beforehand and sent him to us, so that
we are not now to look for any other. Now there only remains for all of us to give all glory to Christ, believe in
him, rest in him alone, despising and rejecting all other aids in life. For however many seek salvation in any
other than in Christ alone, have fallen from the grace of God and have rendered Christ null and void for
themselves Gal. And although the teaching of the Gospel, compared with the teaching of the Pharisees
concerning the law, seemed to be a new doctrine when first preached by Christ which Jeremiah also
prophesied concerning the New Testament , yet actually it not only was and still is an old doctrine even if
today it is called new by the Papists when compared with the teaching now received among them , but is the
most ancient of all in the world. For God predestinated from eternity to save the world through Christ, and he
has disclosed to the world through the Gospel this his predestination and eternal counsel II Tim. Hence it is
evident that the religion and teaching of the Gospel among all who ever were, are and will be, is the most
ancient of all. Wherefore we assert that all who say that the religion and teaching of the Gospel is a faith
which has recently arisen, being scarcely thirty years old, err disgracefully and speak shamefully of the eternal
counsel of God. To them applies the saying of Isaiah the prophet: Woe to those who call evil good and good
evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! We also
disapprove of those who think that by their own satisfactions they make amends for sins committed. For we
teach that Christ alone by his death or passion is the satisfaction, propitiation or expiation of all sins Isa. Yet as
we have already said, we do not cease to urge the mortification of the flesh. We add, however, that this
mortification is not to be proudly obtruded upon God as a satisfaction for sins, but is to be performed humbly,
in keeping with the nature of the children of God, as a new obedience out of gratitude for the deliverance and
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full satisfaction obtained by the death and satisfaction of the Son of God. For Christ took upon himself and
bore the sins of the world, and satisfied divine justice. Properly speaking, therefore, God alone justifies us, and
justifies only on account of Christ, not imputing sins to us but imputing his righteousness to us. But because
God from the beginning would have men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth I Tim.
Besides the higher spiritual eating there is also a sacramental eating of the body of the Lord by which not only
spiritually and internally the believer truly participates in the true body and blood of the Lord, but also, by
coming to the Table of the Lord, outwardly receives the visible sacrament of the body and blood of the Lord.
To be sure, when the believer believed, he first received the life-giving food, and still enjoys it. But therefore,
when he now receives the sacrament, he does not receive nothing. For he progresses in continuing to
communicate in the body and blood of the Lord, and so his faith is kindled and grows more and more, and is
refreshed by spiritual food. For while we live, faith is continually increased. And he who outwardly receives
the sacrament by true faith, not only receives the sign, but also, as we said, enjoys the thing itself. Assurance is
also given to those who receive the sacrament that the body of the Lord was given and his blood shed, not only
for men in general, but particularly for every faithful communicant, to whom it is food and drink unto eternal
life. Sins of the world: Imagine also, that the Son of God makes intercession, and comes in as a mean, desiring
that upon him may be laid the whole fault and punishment due unto us as men, that he by his death may
cleanse them and take them away, setting us free from death, and giving us life everlasting. Imagine too, that
God, the most high and just judge, receives the offer, and translates the punishment together with the fault
from us unto the neck of his Son; making therewithal a statute, that whosoever believes that the Son of God
suffered for the sins of the world, brake the power of death, and delivered us from damnation, should be
cleaned from is sins, and made heir of life everlasting. Who therefore can be so dull of understanding but may
perceive that mankind is justified by faith? Decades, 1st Decade, Sermon 6, vol 1, p. So then, this remains not
to be doubted of, that Christ our Lord is the full propitiation, satisfaction, oblation, and sacrifice for the sins, I
say, for the punishment and the fault, of all the world: Decades, 1st Decade, Sermon 6, vol 1, pp. He that is
conceived in the womb of the virgin is God; but God is a consuming fire, which cannot take or suffer any
uncleanness in itself. Another cause is this: God came to cleanse our uncleanness, that is, the uncleanness of us
men. He himself verily ought to be exempt from all original spots, and in all points most holy, to the end that,
being the only unspotted sacrifice offered up for the sins of all the world, he might clean take away the sins of
the world. For that which is itself defiled cannot cleans the thing that is defiled; but rather the spot or filthiness
does double his uncleanness by the coming to of that other unclean thing. Decades, 1st Decade, Sermon 7, vol
1, p. But the death of the cross, as it was most reproachful, so also was it most bitter or sharp to be suffered;
yet took he that kind of death upon him, that he might made satisfaction for the world, and fulfill that which
from the beginning was prefigured, that he should be hanged on a tree. And he is the atonement for our sins:
Wherefore it is assuredly true, that by the death of Christ all sins are forgiven them that believe. Decades, 1st
Decade, Sermon 9, vol 1, p. The law, which forbad them to sacrifice any where but in that one place alone,
unless it were by dispensation, is extant in the twelfth of Deuteronomy, and in the seventeenth chapter of
Leviticus; and doth contain the mystery of Christ, who was offered up but once and in one place, to cleanse
the sins of the world. Of whom I will speak somewhat more hereafter. Decades, 3rd Decade, Sermon 5, vol 1,
p. By it was figured, as the apostles John and Paul interpret it, Christ our Lord, who is the throne of grace, and
the propitiation for our sins; not only for ours, but also for the sins of all the world. And so were the sins of the
people cleansed: It did also contain the doctrine of true repentance. For as Christ is the saviour of us all, so all
sinners for we are all sinners are the cause why Christ our Lord was offered upon the alter of the cross.
Decades, 3rd Decade, Sermon 6, vol 1, p. For they in the glass of that sacrifice did behold the cross and the
passion of the Lord, which took our sins upon himself, and being slain, did shed his blood for the remission of
sins, offering himself wholly to God the Father in the fire of charity and heavenly zeal. For in the church
verily there is sin in the saints, but it is not imputed unto them. Sin is imputed to all them that are without the
church, in the desolate wilderness. The convenient man, that should carry away the scape-goat, can be none
other than Christ himself, who in the days of his flesh did observe the convenient time and fit occasion,
repeating oftentimes that his our was not yet come; but at the last, when time convenient was come for him to
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die, he said that then his hour was come. And by dying he carried away conveniently the scape-goat, I mean,
the sins of all the world. He is digged, and cut, in his passion; and by suffering and dying once he purgeth the
sins of all the earth. Of this ceremony, and of this place of scripture, did Paul, the holy apostle of Christ,
borrow his whole discourse almost in his epistle to the Hebrews, touching the sacrifice of Christ once offered
for all the sins of the whole world: For God gave blood to be as the price, wherewith the sins should be
cleansed; to be, I say, the price of redemption, whereby men should be absolved of their sins. Blood is also the
life, that is, the nourishment of life. The blood, therefore was a sign of the blood of Christ, that was to be shed
upon the cross: He therefore did eat blood, which attributed to his own strength or works the atonement which
was made by the blood of Christ, esteeming his blood to be profane, and not attributing unto it the full
satisfaction for all sins. Again, he did ascribe the benefit of our redemption to the only merit of Christ, and did
esteem it of so great value as by right to be esteemed. Therefore when Christ was come and offered up for the
sins of all the world, then verily did all the sacrifices of the ancient Jews come to their endingâ€¦ For Christ is
only and alone instead of all sacrifices. For he was once offered up, and after that is offered no more:
Moreover he is the drink offering of the church, which with his blood doth quench the thirst of the faithful
unto life everlasting. His death and passion cleanseth all men from their sins, their errors, and iniquities. But
the apostle Paul does in this place condemn both these opinions. And the holy evangelist John agreeing with
Paul, doth say: For he is the propitiation for our sins; not for ours only, but for the sins of all the world.
Decades, 4th Decade, Sermon 1, vol 2, pp. John the forerunner of the Lord doth cry out, saying: Behold the
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world. And he is the propitiation for our sins, not for ours only,
but for the sins of the whole world. Decades, 4th Decade, Sermon 2, vol 2, p. It would hardly be credible that
either Leo believed that Christ died only for the sins of the elect, or that Bullinger would cite Leo here if he
himself did not agree with Leo: One Christ therefore is sufficient for all:
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Bullinger also followed Zwingli in opposing church music because of its danger to become an idol and hinder true
worship. Bullinger groomed Zwingli's instinct into a matter of principle, and church music was not restored in Zurich until
almost 25 years after Bullinger's death.

This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. October Learn how and when to
remove this template message Heinrich Bullinger was born to Heinrich Bullinger senior, dean of the capitular
church, and Anna Wiederkehr, at Bremgarten , Aargau. The bishop of Constance, who had clerical oversight
over Aargau, had unofficially sanctioned clerical concubinage, having waived all penalties against the offense
in exchange for an annual fee. As such, Heinrich and Anna were able to live as virtual husband and wife, and
young Heinrich was the fifth son born to the couple. At 12 years of age, Bullinger was sent to the distant but
celebrated gymnasium of Emmerich in the Duchy of Cleves. From this reading Bullinger came to conclusion
that Lutheran teaching was more faithful to the Church Fathers and the Bible than medieval authors. In , now a
convinced "Martinian" follower of Martin Luther , Bullinger ceased receiving the Eucharist, also giving up his
previous intention of entering the Carthusian order and earned his Master of art degree. Kappel ministry
begins â€” [ edit ] Main article: At the school, Bullinger initiated a systematic program of Bible reading and
exegesis for the monks there. During this period, under the influence of the Waldensians , Bullinger moved to
a more symbolic understanding of the Eucharist. He contacted Zwingli with his thoughts in September As a
result, his congregation at Bremgarten decided to remove him as their priest. Several candidates were invited
to preach sermons as potential replacements, including the young Bullinger. His sermon was so powerful that
it led to an immediate burst of iconoclasm in the church, and the congregation spontaneously stripped the
images from their church and burned them. His marriage was happy and regarded as a shining example. His
house was continually filled with fugitives, colleagues and people searching for advice or help. Bullinger was
a caring father of his eleven children who liked to play with them and wrote verses to them for Christmas. All
of his sons became Protestant ministers themselves. After the defeat at Battle of Kappel 11 October , where
Zwingli fell, the Aargau region including Bremgarten was forced to return to Catholicism. Bullinger and two
other ministers were expelled from the town, to the protest of the inhabitants. Bullinger insisted on his right to
expound the Bible, even if it contradicted the position of the civic authorities. In a compromise, they agreed
that Bullinger had the right to criticize the government privately in writing. He accepted the election only after
the council had assured him explicitly that he was in his preaching "free, unbound and without restriction"
even if it necessitated critique of the government. He kept his office up to his death in Bullinger quickly
established himself as a staunch defender of the ecclesiological system developed by Zwingli. In , when Jud
proposed making ecclesiastical discipline entirely separate from the secular power, Bullinger argues that the
need for a separate set of church courts ended when the magistrate became Christian, and that in a place with a
Christian magistrate, the institutions of the Old Testament were appropriate. However, Bullinger did not
believe the church should be entirely subservient to the state. Also in , he was instrumental in creating a joint
committee of magistrates and ministers to oversee the church. A strong writer and thinker, his spirit was
essentially unifying and sympathetic, in an age when these qualities won little sympathy. Anne Hooper
became a correspondent when she was there. Bullinger was the godparent of her daughter, and her husband
returned to England to be a bishop. Some historians count Bullinger together with Bucer as the most
influential theologian of the Anglican reformation. He worked closely with Thomas Erastus to promote the
Reformed orientation of the Reformation of the Electorate of the Palatinate in the s. Bullinger played a crucial
role in the drafting of the Second Helvetic Confession of In , when the Frederick III , the Pious, elector
palatine introduced Reformed elements into the church in his region, Bullinger felt that this statement might
be useful for the elector, so he had it circulated among the Protestant cities of Switzerland who signed to
indicate their assent. Later, the Reformed churches of France, Scotland, and Hungary would do likewise.
Among his descendants was the noted Biblical scholar E. Second Helvetic Confession[ edit ] Main article: The
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Second Helvetic Confession was written in as a private exercise. It came to the notice of the elector palatine
Frederick III, who had it translated into German and published in Gallen, Chur, Geneva and other cities. The
Second Helvetic Confession was adopted by the Reformed Church not only throughout Switzerland but in
Scotland , Hungary , France , Poland , and next to the Heidelberg Catechism is the most generally recognized
Confession of the Reformed Church. The Latin text described Mary as diva, indicating her rank as a person,
who dedicated herself to God. In Chapter Nine, the Virgin birth of Jesus is said to be conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born without the participation of any man. The Second Helvetic Confession accepted the "Ever
Virgin" notion from John Calvin , which spread throughout much of Europe with the approbation of this
document in the above-mentioned countries. Hac causa credimus et Deiparae virginis Mariae purissimum
thalamum et spiritus sancti templum, hoc est, sacrosanctum corpus ejus deportatum esse ab angelis in coelum.
Already during his lifetime they were translated in several languages and counted among the best known
theological works in Europe. Theological works[ edit ] His main work were the Decades", a treatise in pastoral
theology, in the vernacular called "House Book". The second Helvetic Confession adopted in Switzerland,
Hungary , Bohemia and elsewhere, was originally believed to be only his work. However, this has been
recently challenged, in that Peter Martyr Vermigli played a decisive role in this document as well. Many of his
sermons were translated into English reprinted, 4 vols. His works, mainly expository and polemical, have not
been collected.
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Heinrich Bullinger (b. July 18, - m. 17 Aug Birmensdorf, Switzerland - d. September 17, ) was a Swiss reformer, the
successor of Huldrych Zwingli as head of the Zurich church and pastor at GrossmÃ¼nster.

He was educated under humanistic influence in Cologne. He says briefly, "Amazing is the impertinence of the
Anabaptists ," but wrote a few tracts dealing with the topics under discussion. It was his especial mission to
insure the existence of his church and secure it everywhere by a definite, systematic, and foresighted attack on
the Swiss Brethren. His public attitude toward them is shown in the following writings: Een guter bericht vonn
Zinsen. A long letter to Egli in Chur, of 13 October It was much in demand by those who had to deal with the
"hazard" of Anabaptism. It provides us with a summary of what Bullinger considered to be the main doctrines
and emphases of the Swiss Brethren, together with his attempted refutation. It appeared in a Dutch edition in
In the early s the Anabaptist movement definitely receded, the government grew more lenient, and the Diet of
the four cities in advised milder measures. This document is a justification and a statement of reasons for the
procedure of the authorities against the Anabaptists as a sect, and their Scriptural punishment. It is significant
that this statement deals in detail with the question of faith as a gift of God, for as long as this question was not
decided a remnant of doubt remained in the minds of not only the lower classes against the church, which
might be of advantage to the Anabaptists. Their attitude toward Anabaptist doctrine was more or less
determined by the nature of their conception of faith. Furthermore, it was important to protect the young
church from the charge that in the persecution of dissenters they were no better than the Catholic Church, and
the seriousness of the question may have caused many to be concerned with the content of faithâ€”as is clearly
seen in a letter from Haller to Bucer â€”rather than to harmonize it with the demands of the time through a
historical or dogmatic interpretation. By demonstrating that Anabaptists were a sect, they also justified their
punishment, without having been guilty of wrongdoing. A classification of the sects according to the enormity
of their error, the distinctions between the various degrees, is for the most part written with the Anabaptists in
mind, even though it speaks of sectarians in general and only at the end mentions the Anabaptists and
condemns them on the basis of the well-known consequences of "common Anabaptist doctrine" contempt for
the sacraments, disturbance of the peace, refusal of obedience to the government, etc. The only new point
presented is the form of Anabaptist trials, since the question of infant baptism merely led to evasions and only
an examination in all the Articles would lead to more definite results. Nevertheless the attitude toward the
Anabaptists had changed in that each deviating opinion was no longer punished with death, but that
"individuals should be punished according to the degree of deviation and the receptivity for the church
concept, according to the state of the affair and divine, temporal, and imperial law," i. The Bedenken specified
the directions for dealing with the Anabaptists and was strictly observed. The Anabaptists replied by mass
emigrations to Moravia. The s and s gave Bullinger little opportunity to express himself against the
Anabaptists. Their activities only rarely extended beyond their own brotherhood. The development of church
discipline and conformation of their manner of life to the requirements of the Sermon on the Mount remained
their principal objective and were in the s the nucleus to which the populace attached itself and called a new
movement into being. But this is not actually the case, as is indicated in a letter to Fabricius. Bullinger writes
on 8 December that he is fully occupied by a German book contra anabaptistarum sectas omnes, long
requested by many North Germans, for the "Anabaptist pest" was particularly strong in those regions. In the
eyes of Bullinger there were but two churches, Reformed and Catholic; the Anabaptists were not a church but
a sect. The principle peculiar to the Anabaptists, viz. With all the means at his disposal Bullinger, through
Egli, the parson in Chur, seeks to keep the Reformed Church pure and free of subjective expressions of
opinion. In a letter of 3 October to Egli, Bullinger for the last time carries on a theoretical argument with the
Anabaptists; nothing essential is added to his previous views. He proceeds from the consequences of
Anabaptist doctrine and even in questions of minor importance he looks for Anabaptist suggestions which he
stamps as Areally seditious. His words to Faber , "We do not exercise force against those who do not adhere to
our faith; for faith is a free gift of God, which cannot be forced; therefore faith can be neither bidden nor
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forbidden," obviously have reference only to divergencies within the evangelical church and to the Catholic
creed. He was able to avoid the attempt, resulting from the decline of the church at the end of the 16th century,
to accept the Anabaptist principles of church order, for at this time church and state were still more closely
connected, so that no further forms were required within the church to preserve order. Until the end he was a
determined opponent of the Anabaptist movement. Bibliography Bender, Harold S. Mennonite Historical
Society, Heinrich Bullingers Diarium Annales vitae der Jahre Geburtstag Bullingers am Basler Buch- und
Antiquariats-Handlung, Zentralantiquartiat der DDR, Egli, Emil and R. Mennonitisches Lexikon, 4 vols.
Verlag der Basler Buch- und Antiquariatshandlung, Heinrich Bullinger, der Nachfolger Zwinglis. Der
Briefwechsel der Schweizer mit den Polen. Register zu Heinrich Bullingers Reformationsgeschichte.
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Heinrich Bullinger () Home > The 16th century > Heinrich Bullinger (). Heinrich Bullinger was a theologian and a
Reformer who supported the Reform Movement in Zurich after Zwingli's death in

Life - Thought - Influence Heinrich Bullinger â€” Bullinger served as Antistes Chief Pastor of the Church of
Zu- rich from that date until his own death in , thus ensuring that he would stand as a figure of continuity
through the manifold upheavals, both theo- logical and political, of the mid-sixteenth century. Bullinger was
among the most influential of all sixteenth-century Protestant reformers of the second gener- ation. As the
author of the Second Helvetic Confession he formulated what is agreed to be the most significant and lasting
international standard of Re- formed doctrinal orthodoxy. Throughout his long career Bullinger sustained a
vast correspondence with adherents of religious reform throughout Eu- rope. So it was highly appropriate that
among the highlights of the quincen- tenary festivities there should be an International Congress hosted by
The Institute for Swiss Reformation History at the University of Zurich and at- tended by a sizable contingent
of scholars from across the globe: Those in at- tendance gathered daily to hear more than sixty learned
contributions, some of them major lectures and others shorter papers. Bullinger had frequent contacts with
Heidelberg in the course of the Reformation in the Palatinate, and played a part in training Zacharias Ursinus,
principal author of the Catechism. Moreover, another joint-author of the Catechism, Caspar Olevianus, testifies to the assistance of the Swiss reformers in the drafting. Bierma concluded that while the influence of
Bullinger on the Cat- echism cannot be doubted, identifying precisely where in the text that in- fluence can be
found is very difficult indeed. Like Oecolampadius, Bullinger emphasizes the unity of the covenant. He saw
prophetical texts in their most significant aspect as pointing forward not to a new covenant per se, but rather to
a new mode of the one eternal covenant. On this view, Isaiah for Bullinger is an apostle and an evangelist as
much as he is a prophet. Attempting obedience to the law, there- fore, is properly to be understood as doing
penance for spiritual dereliction rather than as a positive contribution to salvation. Methodologically, Bullinger follows Oecolampadius in establishing the foundations of his doc- trinal formulations in biblical
commentary. How, moreover, does the conception of covenant function in his theology as a whole? The
impact of Melanchthon in particular on the thinking of the covenant theologians of the second and third
generation raises the ques- tion whether one can speak of an unimpeded development or, alternatively, of a
distinct change in the course of Reformed theology. While many stress the continuity between Zwingli and
Bullinger, Professor Stephens argued that careful study reveals significant differences both in their respective
presentations of pre- destination and its role in their own theologies, not least in relation to bap- tism. Both
relate predestination to providence, both emphasize election rather than reprobation, both have a strong sense
of the problems raised by the doctrine, and hence both show some reserve in expounding it. And whereas
Zwingli develops predestination in the context of controversy, Bullinger is inclined to see the doctrine as itself
a source of controversy. Bullinger consistently opposes any suggestion that God is the author of sin or evil and
equally opposes any suggestion that we can be the author of our salvation which is wholly dependent on
divine agency. Unlike Zwingli, Bullinger relates election positively to baptism, but does not give it a
significant role in his defence of infant baptism. Life - Thought - Influence cation. The idea of justification
sola fide for Bullinger, as for Luther, marks the pro- file of Protestant Christianity decisively over against
Rome and the radicals. Unlike Luther, neither the differentiation between law and gospel nor the forensic and
effective iustificatio play a leading role for Bullinger. His discourse on the Last Judgement served several
concurrent purposes: Following Zwingli and most other reformers, Bullinger comprehensively rejected
purgatory as a place of temporal punish- ment. He insisted rather on immediate judgement following death.
On hell, in contrast, he had relatively little to say. It provided the frame- work for his pastoral message that
Christian spirituality consists of the tradi- tional stages of purification, illumination and perfection â€” key
terms in his vocabulary. Increasingly Bullinger saw the purpose of life to be a good death Zwingliana XXXII,
Torrance Kirby and understood himself as having the prophetic responsibility of explaining the final things to
the people. As a result a static interpretation has in- evitably emerged. An altogether different picture of his
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ecclesiology comes into view on closer examination of his sermons on the Apocalypse. For Bul- linger, the
Apocalypse is above all about the church. Indeed for Bullinger the central claim of this final book of the New
Testament is that Christ never will leave the church here on earth. The Christian community needs this
certainty precisely because it is an earthly community. The suffering of the church as a terrestrial community
is fundamental to its existence until the final return of Christ as Judge. Until then the Church is threatened by
princes who will seek to hold sway over the church or threaten her with the sword. Another threat comes from
the Papacy and a third from heresy. To be in communion with Christ is to share in his cross and sorrows. This
communion guarantees that Christ will continually attend and care for the church as his bride. Communion
with Christ also has conse- quences for the relationship among the membership, for the future of the church,
and for the relation between faith and election. As such it was his duty to announce first and foremost the great
reconciliation. For Bul- linger prophecy was at the same time a pedagogical task. In preparation for this all
candidates for ministry in Zurich were required to take a theological examination which included the rigorous
testing of linguistic and other higher academic attainments. In addition, through exercise of the prophetical
office the reformed clergy became associates with the political authorities in gov- ernance of the populace.
Bullinger belonged to the company of the first-gener- ation reformers in grounding his theological account of
pastoral care on late-medieval common-places. Through correct theological teaching as well as the appropriate
practice of piety, the people were enabled to find their re- lationship to the divine covenant. In his
ecclesiastical and political discourse Bullinger was frequently moved by pastoral considerations towards his
interlocutors. His vast and diverse correspondence reveals a comprehensive understanding of pastoral care
ranging from marriage problems to confrontation with ill- ness and death, family disputes, professional
problems, as well as involved political situations. Moreover, for Bullinger the responsibility of pastoral care is
required of all Christians. The Bible itself is the key instrument of advice within the settled religious context
of obedience and prayer on the one hand, and the right administration of the sacraments on the other. Yet it
was the irenical Bullinger who alone opposed the calling of a new religious colloquy among Protestants to
address the doc- trine of the Eucharist. He was opposed to any concord with those who re- garded his
predecessor Zwingli as a heretic. To fundamental concerns dating from the early s Bullinger added new
objections that grew out of the events of the two decades between the Wittenberg Concord and the Peace of
Augsburg Finally, Bullinger recognized that there could be no satisfactory resolution to the dilemma posed by
his re- jection of the Augsburg Confession owing to the political significance given to that Confession by the
Peace of Augsburg. Bullinger builds on the premise of a direct and intimate rela- tionship between morality
and doctrine. She discussed his use of the covenant metaphor to justify and explain the application of Old
Testament law to Christian society, his composition of educational and devotional writings such as Bericht der
Kranken and Summa Christenlicher Religion , and his working relationship with the Zurich city council. Life Thought - Influence Vermigli and the understanding of Authority: In his activity as senior Minister and
Antistes of Zurich, Bullinger presents a variegated picture of the responsibil- ities of civil authority. In his
understanding the power of this authority is di- vinely derived: Obedience is owed to such authority owing to
its divine origin, however it could lead simultaneously back into bondage. There is evidence in autumn , for
example, of the emergence of at least a theoretical acceptance of the possibil- ity of resistance against the
authorities. In short, the Ministry and the Magistracy pursue certain common ends and goals. In his commentaries on the books of Samuel and Kings, Vermigli develops a theoretical Republicanism avant la lettre,
detached from the immediate political con- cerns of Zurich, and yet simultaneously quite intensely connected
with an emergent republican ideal. In his idealized analysis of the ancient kingdom of Israel Vermigli links the
aspect of the divine claim to order all aspects of life with the proclamation of the faith itself. It is not only in
the quotidien life of the Church but on the conceptual level as well that Bullinger and Vermigli prove to be in
substantive mutual agreement. By means of the translation of his works into English, through epistles
dedicatory, and through an extensive correspondence, Bul- linger extended the exercise of his prophetical
office to include the realm of England. Given the scope of this influence and its remarkable consistency
Zwingliana XXXII, Torrance Kirby over more than forty years, Bullinger assumed his place among the first
rank of reformers of the English Church. Indeed it is arguable that no other divine exercised a comparable

Page 9

HEINRICH BULLINGER (1504-1575) pdf
degree of continuous influence over all of the principal stages of the English Reformation â€” from the
Henrician and Edwardine re- forms, through the crucible of the Marian exile, to the eventual implemen- tation
and consolidation of the Elizabethan religious settlement. At every stage Bullinger was engaged as a
significant player, and in later years was fre- quently appealed to as an arbiter of internal disputes and even as
a public apologist of the Church of England on the international stage. Bullinger lays a fair claim to being a
theologian par excellence of the reformed Church of Eng- land. The latter fact is captured most clearly in the
extensive correspondence he maintained with numerous Eliza- bethan bishops many of them guests of
Bullinger while in exile under Queen Mary but also in the way in which his writings were translated into
English. He then proceeded to compare the responses to these texts among the clergy and people, for both
works had received a certain amount of episcopal approval. What were the reasons for these initiatives by the
bishops and for the responses to them? For Stuber the Second Helvetic Confession stands as the theological
connecting link, as it were, among the Reformed churches of the Swiss Confederacy. This Confession became
the authoritative mandate defining the catechism and served as an instrument of discipline to defrock or punish
refractory ministers. Through the catechism the Confession influenced religious and ethical life. The teaching
of the Second Helvetic Confession was very strongly scriptural. In the Helvetic Consensus Formula would
provide an ex- planatory elaboration of the Confession. This new formula, however, was un- able to maintain
its authority for long on account of the degree to which Sec- ond Helvetic had already become established and
well-rooted in the church. Stuber raised the question whether the Second Helvetic Confession may have
contributed to the widespread practice of Swiss ministers wishing all biblical statements might stand alone
without appeals to dogmatic precision. The Second Helvetic Confession became the international standard of
be- lief for many of the Reformed churches and also became a key frame of re- ference for new doctrinal
departures. In Genevan adherents of the piet- ist Awakening printed the Confession as an expression of their
faith and as a joint confession with the churches of Switzerland.
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Heinrich Bullinger, chief pastor of the Reformed Church in ZÃ¼rich, Switzerland, was born 18 July , at Bremgarten in
www.enganchecubano.com was educated under humanistic influence in Cologne.

Robinson, Cambridge University Press , 2d ed. Nach handschriftlichen und gleichzeitigen Quellen. Extracts
from his writings, pp. Bullinger und seine Gattin. Bullinger, in Herzog2, II. Stucki , etc. After the productive
period of the Zwinglian Reformation, which embraced fifteen years, from to , followed the period of
preservation and consolidation under difficult circumstances. It required a man of firm faith, courage,
moderation, patience, and endurance. He proved that the Reformation was a work of God, and, therefore,
survived the apparent defeat at Cappel. He was born July 18, , at Bremgarten in Aargau, the youngest of five
sons of Dean Bullinger, who lived, like many priests of those days, in illegitimate, yet tolerated, wedlock. See
Christoffel, Zwingli, II. The father resisted the sale of indulgences by Samson in , and confessed, in his
advanced age, from the pulpit, the doctrines of the Reformation In consequence of this act he lost his place.
He studied scholastic and patristic theology. He returned to Switzerland as Master of Arts, taught a school in
the Cistercian Convent at Cappel from to , and reformed the convent in agreement with the abbot, Wolfgang
Joner. He married Anna Adlischweiler, a former nun, in , who proved to be an excellent wife and helpmate.
He accepted a call to Bremgarten as successor of his father. It was rumored that Zwingli himself, in the
presentiment of his death, had designated him as his successor. No better man could have been selected. It was
of vital importance for the Swiss churches that the place of the Reformer should be filled by a man of the same
spirit, but of greater moderation and self-restraint. When he ascended the pulpit of the Great Minster in Dec.
He took a firm stand for the Reformation, which was in danger of being abandoned by timid men in the
Council. He kept free from interference with politics, which had proved ruinous to Zwingli. He established a
more independent, though friendly relation between Church and State. He confined himself to his proper
vocation as preacher and teacher. In the first years he preached six or seven times a week; after only twice, on
Sundays and Fridays. He followed the plan of Zwingli in explaining whole books of the Scriptures from the
pulpit. His sermons were simple, clear, and practical, and served as models for young preachers. His house
was open from morning till night to all who desired his help. He freely dispensed food, clothing, and money
from his scanty income and contributions of friends, to widows and orphans, to strangers and exiles, not
excluding persons of other creeds. He secured a decent pension for the widow of Zwingli, and educated two of
his children with his own. He entertained persecuted brethren for weeks and months in his own house, or
procured them places and means of travel. He filled the professorships in the Carolinum with able theologians,
as Pellican, Bibliander, Peter Martyr. He secured a well-educated ministry. He prepared, in connection with
Leo Judae, a book of church order, which was adopted by the Synod, Oct. It provides the necessary rules for
the examination, election, and duties of ministers Predicanten and deans Decani , for semi-annual meetings of
synods with clerical and lay representatives, and the power of discipline. The charges were divided into eight
districts or chapters. He had a truly Catholic spirit, and stood in correspondence with all the Reformed
Churches. Following the example of Zwingli and Calvin, he appealed twice to the king of France for toleration
in behalf of the Huguenots. He dedicated to Henry II. He sent deputations to the French court for the
protection of the Waldenses, and the Reformed congregation in Paris. Archbishop Cranmer invited Bullinger,
together with Melanchthon, Calvin, and Bucer, to a conference in London, for the purpose of framing an
evangelical union creed; and Calvin answered that for such a cause he would be willing to cross ten seas.
Bishop Hooper of Gloucester, who had enjoyed his hospitality in , addressed him shortly before his
martyrdom in , as his "revered father and guide," and the best friend he ever had, and recommended his wife
and two children to his care. Bishop Jewel, in a letter of May 22, , calls him his "father and much esteemed
master in Christ," thanks him for his "courtesy and kindness," which he and his friends experienced during the
whole period of their exile, and informs him that the restoration of the Reformed religion under Elizabeth was
largely due to his own "letters and recommendations;" adding that the queen refused to be addressed as the
head of the Church of England, feeling that such honor belongs to Christ alone, and not to any human being.
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Bullinger faithfully maintained the doctrine and discipline of the Reformed Church against the Roman
Catholics and Lutherans with moderation and dignity. He never returned the abuse of fanatics, and when, in ,
the Interim drove the Lutheran preachers from the Swabian cities, he received them hospitably, even those
who had denounced the Reformed doctrines from the pulpit. He represents the German-Swiss type of the
Reformed faith in substantial agreement with a moderate Calvinism. He gave a full exposition of his
theological views in the Second Helvetic Confession. His theory of the sacrament was higher than that of
Zwingli. He laid more stress on the objective value of the institution. As the sun is in heaven, and yet virtually
present on earth with his light and heat, so Christ sits in heaven, and yet efficaciously works in the hearts of all
believers. He rejected the Wittenberg Concordia of , because it concealed the Lutheran doctrine. When
Westphal renewed the unfortunate controversy , Bullinger supported Calvin in defending the Reformed
doctrine, but counselled moderation. On the doctrine of Predestination, Bullinger did not go quite as far as
Zwingli and Calvin, and kept within the infralapsarian scheme. Theodor Bibliander, the father of biblical
exegesis in Switzerland, and a forerunner of Arminianism, opposed it. Bibliander was finally removed from
his theological professorship Feb. On the subject of toleration and the punishment of heretics, Bullinger
agreed with the prevailing theory, but favorably differed from the prevailing practice. He opposed the
Anabaptists in his writings, as much as Zwingli, and, like Melanchthon, he approved of the unfortunate
execution of Servetus, but he himself did not persecute. In a book against the Roman Catholic Faber, Bullinger
expresses the Christian and humane sentiment that no violence should be done to dissenters, and that faith is a
free gift of God, which cannot be commanded or forbidden. He liked to play with his numerous children and
grandchildren, and to write little verses for them at Christmas, like Luther. Specimens in Pestalozzi, sqq.
When his son Henry, in , went to Strassburg, Wittenberg, and Vienna to prosecute his theological studies, be
wrote down for him wise rules of conduct, of which the following are the most important: He recommended
him to Melanchthon, and followed his studies with letters full of fatherly care and affection. Henry became
pastor at Zollikon, and afterwards of St. He married a daughter of Gwalter, who was a granddaughter of
Zwingli. He kept his parents with him till their death, the widow of Zwingli d. Notwithstanding his scanty
income, he declined all presents, or sent them to the hospitals. The whole people revered the venerable
minister of noble features and white patriarchal beard. His last days were clouded, like those of many faithful
servants of God. The excess of work and care undermined his health. In he wrote to Fabricius at Coire: He
bore these heavy strokes with Christian resignation. He recovered, and was allowed to spend several more
years in the service of Christ. His youngest daughter, Dorothea, took faithful and tender care of his health. He
felt lonely and homesick, but continued to preach and to write with the aid of pastor Lavater, his colleague and
son-in-law. He preached his last sermon on Pentecost, He warned them against intemperance, envy, and
hatred, thanked them for their kindness, assured them of his love, and closed with a prayer of thanksgiving and
some verses of the hymns of Prudentius. Then he took each by the hand and took leave of them with tears, as
Paul did from the elders at Ephesus. He was buried in the Great Minster, at the side of his beloved wife and his
dear friend, Peter Martyr. Four of his successors were trained under his care and labored in his spirit. The
writings of Bullinger are very numerous, mostly doctrinal and practical, adapted to the times, but of little
permanent value. Scheuchzer numbers one hundred and fifty printed books of his. Many are extant only in
manuscript. His work on the justifying grace of God was highly prized by Melanchthon. His most important
doctrinal work is the Second Helvetic Confession, which acquired symbolical authority.
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Henry Bullinger () was one of the most widely esteemed leaders of the Reformed churches, and The Decades was the
most famous of his treatises and manuscripts. The Decades derives its name from being a series of fifty theological
sermons divided into five groups of ten sermons each.

Word is that Heinrich Bullinger, chief minister in the leading Swiss city of Zurich, had the best beard of all.
Protestant and Preacher Bullinger, son of a Catholic priest, was born in the Swiss town of Bremgarten in He
went off to the University of Cologne in Germany in to study humanities, not medieval theology. He then
determined to read the Reformer for himself, and as he did, his world turned upside down. He was now
eighteen years old, and a Protestant convert. In , the year after his conversion, Bullinger met Ulrich Zwingli
â€” , who had been converted in , around the same time as Luther, and quickly became the leader of the Swiss
Reformation. Zurich Successor Zwingli was not only pastor in Zurich but also army chaplain. On October 11,
, the great Reformer joined the Battle of Kappel to defend the city against Catholic forces. He was wounded,
then found by the invading army, and executed. He fled for Zurich. There he took into his own household the
wife and two surviving children of his dead friend, and within weeks he was chosen as his successor as chief
minister in Zurich, a post at which Bullinger would stand for 44 years, from age 27 until his death at 71 in
Early Covenant Theologian How often history pairs the strengths of great men with attendant weaknesses.
Bullinger matured and modified that theology to focus on Abraham, a step in the right direction, but as
historian David Steinmetz notes, both located their theological center of gravity in the Old Testament rather
than the New. The strengths included reading the whole Bible as one story; the weaknesses included a
penchant to minimize or reject discontinuities revealed in the New. In short, Zwingli and Bullinger read the
whole Bible but still a flat Bible. Bullinger also followed Zwingli in opposing church music because of its
danger to become an idol and hinder true worship. Peacemaker Yet his life and enduring legacy would not be
as a divider, but as a unifier. Behind his majestic beard was one of the biggest hearts of the Reformation era,
and one of its most tireless peacemakers. Though he rarely left Zurich, he engaged in voluminous personal
correspondence some twelve thousand of his letters have survived to counsel and build coalition with
Reformed leaders across Europe. Even more than his gifted preaching, he was known for his patience,
wisdom, and generous spirit. He stabilized the young but influential Zurich church, not only after its shocking
tragedy but then for more than forty years. He grew and groomed what Zwingli began.
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BULLINGER, HEINRICH ( - ). BULLINGER, HEINRICH ( - ), Swiss reformer, theologian, and church leader. Born in
Bremgarten, the son of a priest, Bullinger was educated at Emmerich, where he came under the lasting influence of the
Brethren of the Common Life.

Europe, to Born in Bremgarten, the son of a priest, Bullinger was educated at Emmerich, where he came
under the lasting influence of the Brethren of the Common Life. His move, at age fifteen, to the university at
Cologne exposed him more fully to humanism and the study of the church fathers. He returned to his native
land in to become a teacher at the Cistercian monastery at Kappel, southwest of Zurich. Education and its
provision were to be lifelong concerns for Bullinger, and in the s he sought to reform the monastery along
humanist lines. During this period he became acquainted with the Swiss theologian and reformer Huldrych
Zwingli. A military force from Zurich, accompanied by Zwingli as chaplain, was surprised and defeated at
Kappel by an army from the central cantons of the Swiss Confederation, also known as the Five Forest
Cantons. Zwingli was killed in the battle 11 October His teaching, writing, and preaching had already earned
him a formidable reputation, and in he received separate calls to head the churches of Berne, Basle, and
Zurich. Out of loyalty to Zurich, he accepted a call from the Council was elected head of the church on 13
December This required him to balance conflicting principles. The agreement worked because Bullinger was
trusted by the political leaders, with whom he had strong personal contacts, and, with few exceptions,
contentious issues were hammered out behind closed doors. Bullinger was a prodigious theologian, preacher,
and historian. He regularly preached two or three times a week, and many of his sermons were printed. As a
theologian, his central concern was to demonstrate that the Reformed Church stood in line with the teachings
of the early church. In the Zurich tradition, his theology was directed toward pastoral application, emphasized
the clarity of Scripture and the role of the Spirit, and drew heavily from the Old Testament. He stressed the
practical nature of Christianity and the doing of good works, although he did not accord them a salvific role.
Bullinger saw himself primarily as an expositor of Scripture, and most of his major works took the form of
sermons or biblical commentaries The Decades, Sermons on Revelation. On the matter of the Eucharist he
remained close to Zwingli, but the influence of Johannes Oecolampadius â€” and Philipp Melanchthon â€” is
now recognized in his writings. Bullinger was committed to building the wider European community of the
Reformed churches. The word "Reformed" was crucial as he had little faith that there would be reconciliation
with Luther or Lutheran theology. There were sporadic attempts at reconciliation, and Bullinger did have good
relations with men such as Melanchthon, but he felt honor bound to defend his predecessor. In contrast, he was
an enthusiastic supporter of Reform movements in Eastern Europe , France , Italy, and, most famously,
England. His surviving correspondence of around twelve thousand letters bears witness to his work on behalf
of the international Reformationâ€”all the more remarkable for a man who almost never ventured outside the
walls of Zurich. As leader of the Zurich church, Bullinger gathered in the city a group of humanists Konrad
Pellikan, Theodor Bibliander, Conrad Gessner whose work on Scripture, history, education, and natural
science made Zurich an intellectual center for Reformed Protestantism. Bullinger stood at the center of this
international communication system and was in his day a leading figure of the European Reformation.
Heinrich Bullinger vor dem Rat: Athens , Ohio , Doorkeepers at the House of Righteousness: Heinrich
Bullinger and the Zurich Clergy, â€” Gordon, Bruce, and Emidio Campi, eds. Heinrich Bullinger â€” and the
Formation of the Reformed Tradition. Grand Rapids , Mich. Bruce Gordon Pick a style below, and copy the
text for your bibliography. Encyclopedia of the Early Modern World. Retrieved November 15, from
Encyclopedia. Then, copy and paste the text into your bibliography or works cited list. Because each style has
its own formatting nuances that evolve over time and not all information is available for every reference entry
or article, Encyclopedia.
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An average of four editions of his works per year were printed in Switzerland alone for a hundred years and
over fifty printers in other European countries were turning out countless editions. Reformers such as Miles
Coverdale translated Bullinger into English from the s on. They should read a chapter of the Bible every day,
making notes of what they learnt. Once a quarter, the candidates should meet with a tutor to discuss their
reading and receive further instruction. His parents Heinrich Bullinger and Anna Wiederkehr shared a
common law marriage. Heinrich, the parish priest, had been chosen by his congregation irrespective of the
wishes of the church hierarchy. His education was confined to writing Latin compositions and liturgical
singing. Heinrich told his youngest child that his accommodation and clothing would be provided for but he
would have to beg for food so that he might learn to understand the poor. At Emmerich Henry was encouraged
to become a Carthusian monk. Here, behind the Cathedral High Altar, resided the supposed bones of the Three
Wise Men in a golden casket, so the inhabitants felt that their city was heaven on earth. Here, too, John Duns
Scotus had breathed his last and was buried. The city authorities had stopped condemning Luther. He found
that they appealed to Scripture, rejected all idolatry and taught quite contrary to the Catholicism he knew. All
ideas of becoming a monk vanished and Bullinger experienced faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Bullinger
wondered how his father would take the news of his conversion. He was determined not to hide his faith but
confess Christ. He need not have feared. He was received warmly by his family and encouraged to persevere
along the Reformed path. In reply, Joner made Bullinger the superintendent of the abbey school on the spot!
Bullinger drew up a Reformed curriculum and the school grew and flourished. For the next six years, the
young Reformer expounded through 21 New Testament books at the monastery, using Swiss-German, not
Latin so that even the servants could understand him. The Kappel monastery now became a seminary for
Reformed pastors. From around onwards, Bullinger became friends with Zwingli and Leo Jud. Bullinger
trained and sent out Reformed preachers some two years before Zwingli, meeting far less opposition. Zwingli
wavered long, slowly coming to a merely commemorative view. Zwingli was Supralapsarian in his views of
election, teaching that God elected some men to salvation and some to reprobation irrespective of the Fall.
Sublapsarian Bullinger taught that God ordains some of sinful mankind to eternal life and some He passes by.
Zwingli rejected the book of Revelation as the Word of God but Bullinger both accepted it and preached from
it. Zwingli held to a rigid church discipline and order as a mark of the true church, Bullinger emphasised
experimental heart-religion. Bullinger, was a man of peace and thus Zwingli often asked Bullinger to mediate
in the difficult situations he often placed himself. Anna Adischwyler By , Joner and many of the Kappel
monks had married and Bullinger received leave of absence from the school to find a bride. Like Luther, he
chose a former nun. Anna Adischwyler was his choice. Anna answered in the affirmative. The court decided
in favour of Henry and Anna but Mrs Adischwyler remained adamant for two years before suddenly dying.
The town authorities immediately dismissed him, but Heinrich became an itinerant preacher, founding
churches at Muri and Hermetschwil The Bremgarten congregation demanded his return but as he was now
settled elsewhere, the congregation chose his son as pastor. Henry came and preached his first sermon at his
home church in May, on worshipping God in spirit and in truth. The congregation was enormous. There was a
tremendous spiritual reaction amongst the church-goers, and, after the service the images and altar were
removed from the church building and the united congregation dedicated themselves to God and the new faith.
Now Bremgarten experienced a glorious Reformation. In the three years that Bullinger remained there, he
preached through the entire New Testament, translated thirty Psalms from the Hebrew into Latin and
Swiss-German and wrote commentaries on both New Testament and Old Testament books. He also wrote a
history of the Reformation inSwitzerland. This ministry was ended abruptly. The papist faction again became
strong. They wanted a man of grace and peace and not law and war. The Senate responded provokingly. They
argued that the Zwingli-inspired policies of the city were provocative, negative and un-diplomatic. A further
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war was averted. Zwingli had treated the Cata-Baptists harshly. Bullinger chose the way of dialogue. A
number of debtors had, for instance, decided they could borrow from Cata-Baptists without paying them back
as they were heretics! Reforms in church government and education Bullinger used church grants to found
schools and recruited hundreds of new teachers, authoring the curricula himself. A large number of children
were orphaned by the war so Bullinger encouraged his colleagues to adopt them, thus saving public funds. He
had a large family himself, but set an example by adopting at least two youngsters. Bullinger pioneered
theological seminaries in the fifteen twenties. Bullinger sent him his own confession of faith which was
accepted and quickly gained wide international influence. It was adopted as a pan-Swiss and French
confession and accepted as a standard creed by the Scottish Reformed churches in Over fifty years of earthly
ministry ended After recovering from the Black Death of , Bullinger was left an old man with acute kidney
trouble. Anna caught the disease whilst looking after him and soon died. In a long, well-prepared speech, he
exhorted his friends and brethren to keep the unity of the Spirit and remain faithful to their testimony, calling
and ministry. He then sent a fitting admonition to the magistrates ending with the words: Rudolf Gualter was
immediately appointed to succeed him. Seldom has there been such a great man who made so few mistakes.
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Henry Bullinger, the youngest of seven children, was born in the Swiss town of Bremgarten on 18th July, His parents
Heinrich Bullinger and Anna Wiederkehr shared a common law marriage. Heinrich, the parish priest, had been chosen
by his congregation irrespective of the wishes of the church hierarchy.

He also played a key role in spreading the Protestant Reform Movement around Europe. He was destined for
the priesthood and studied at Cologne University from to He read the writings of Erasmus, Melanchthon and
Luther; which gradually led him to convert to the Reformed Protestant Church. In , he taught Bible exegesis at
the Cistercian monastery in Kappell, in the Zurich canton, but did not take his vows. He also studied Greek
and Hebrew, met Zwingli and studied his writings. In Bullinger married Anna Adlischweiler, a former nun. He
became a pastor in Bremgarten, his home-town, succeeding his father who had been dismissed for spreading
Reformed Church doctrines. The inhabitants of Zurich were defeated by the Catholic cantons. The defeat
meant that the canton of Argovie had to return to Catholicism, and Bullinger and his family had to leave and
take refuge in Zurich. He was approached by Berne, Basle and Zurich, but he chose to stay in Zurich where he
was appointed chief pastor of their Collegiate Church. Like Zwingli, he was opposed to the Anabaptists but
did not persecute them, refusing to use violence against those who did not share his beliefs. He refused to
countenance total separation of the Church from secular powers, defending freedom of preaching and
opposing supervision of the Church by the State. In he succeeded in the establishment of a mixed committee
of magistrates and pastors to oversee ecclesiastical matters. Bullinger was an outstanding preacher â€”
preaching two or three times a week â€” but also a historian. He wrote a biography of Zwingli and had his
writings published. The theologian who spread the Reform Movement throughout Europe Bullinger developed
a theology of alliance in his De testamento seu foedere Dei unico et aeterno, in In Zurich he opened his home
to numerous Protestant refugees from England and Italy, and to all those who asked for his help. He
endeavoured to preserve unity among Reformers thanks to the agreement with Calvin concerning the
Eucharist; the Consensus Tigurinus Consensus of Zurich. Bullinger had tremendous influence through his
preaching, his Bible commentaries and his numerous theological letters â€” over 12, letters to various leading
figures, such as theologians, pastors, princes and politicians. He particularly influenced the Puritan movement
in England. His wife and many of his family died during the plague epidemic between and He died, aged 71,
in Zurich after a year ministry in the city.
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