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1: Beacon Press: The Many-Headed Hydra
The Lernaean Hydra or Hydra of Lerna (Greek: Î›ÎµÏ•Î½Î±á¿–Î± á½•Î´Ï•Î±, LernaÃ®a HÃ½dra), more often known simply
as the Hydra, was a serpentine water monster in Greek and Roman mythology. Its lair was the lake of Lerna in the
Argolid, which was also the site of the myth of the DanaÃ¯des.

Geller What is the Hydra? The Hydra is an immortal, many-headed snake who haunted the swamps around
Lake Lerna in ancient Greece. Although the monster claimed hundreds of victims, it is most famous for its
battle with the hero Heracles. Characteristics Physical Description The Hydra was literally multiple times
more ferocious than its closest relative: Not only was this swamp-dwelling monster larger than any known
snake, it had somewhere between six and one hundred heads! Eventually, all those necks welded together into
a fat tail, which trailed along the ground behind the monster. Some show the tail forking at the end into two or
more small tails. Personality The Hydra had a nasty personality to match its horrid appearance. From birth, the
goddess Hera trained the monster to attack and destroy anything that fell beneath its gaze. It ravaged innocent
villages around its home, Lake Lerna, devouring hundreds of victims. Only hunger or rage could draw the
beast out of its lair; otherwise, it was mindless and lazy. This monster had powers that could easily send a hero
to the underworld. Even after the Hydra was slaughtered, its blood was used as a weapon that brought down
many strong fighters. Second, the Hydra was immortal and had regenerative abilities. The monster had one,
immortal head, which was protected by the other, deadly heads that grew around it. The beast could only be
killed by cutting off the immortal headâ€”a near impossible text. Typhon, an immortal giant, and Echidna,
half-woman and half-snake. Together, they gave the Hydra its immortality, monstrous shape, and evil
disposition. Hera, wife of Zeus, adopted the Hydra when it was a baby. She raised the creature with the intent
of using it to destroy Heraclesâ€”finding a home for it, protecting it from harm, and nurturing its destructive
impulses. The monster very nearly killed the hero. He only managed to kill it with the help of his quick-witted
nephew, Iolaus. As she watched the golden boy grow into a young Greek hero, she grew angrier and angrier
still. When an oracle told Heracles that, to gain immortality, he must complete twelve impossible tasks, Hera
saw a golden opportunity to get rid of the boy once and for all. He crept to the cave around the Spring of
Amymone, where the monster slept, and shot fiery arrows into it. After a few areas, the Hydra charged out of
the cave, ready to tear its assailant to shreds. But Heracles was ready too. Though the monster shrieked in
pain, the injuries were far from life-threatening. In fact, they only made the Hydra stronger, as several new
heads grew to replace each one that was lost. After a few minutes of bloody battle, Heracles realized that he
could never defeat the Hydra alone. The cauterized stumps prevented knew heads from growing. When Hera
saw that Heracles and Iolaus had found a way to kill her monster, she was so angry that she sent a giant crab to
distract Heracles. He crushed this under his foot. He cut this off with a golden sword, given to him by Athena,
and buried it under a huge rock. Despite the fact that he had slaughtered the horrible Hydra, some people
claimed that Heracles had not completed the task because he had asked Iolaus for help. A centaur named
Nessus was one of the enemies who Heracles killed with his poisonous arrows. Originally, the serpent had six
heads, and none of them regenerated, but as the story grew in fame, the monster grew in horror. Interestingly,
the Hydraâ€”an unnatural creatureâ€”has made a name for itself in the natural sciences.
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2: LERNAEAN HYDRA - Nine-Headed Serpent of Greek Mythology
www.enganchecubano.com - An ancient relief depicting Heracles with a crook in his right hand and a seven-headed
snake in his left hand can be found in an ancient quarry in the northwestern province of Bursa's Ä°znik district, Turkey.

Each time a head was cut off, two new heads regenerated in its place immediately. The middle and dominant
Hydra head the front and biggest was immortal and breathed fire. Its lair was in the lake of Lerna in the
Argolid. The Hydra was the offspring of Typhon and Echidna. It was slain by Hercules and his nephew Iolaus.
It is usually depicted as being from anywhere between 7 and 25 metres long and being around 6 to 13 metres
tall. This is not correct or incorrect as the hydra is usually fought at different stages of its life depending on the
version of the legend. The Hydra is usually often referred to as a girl in myth which would mean that it is the
younger sister of Orthrus and Cerberus which are both male. It was said to have been born in the swamps of
Lerna which is also where it might be killed by Heracles. The Second Labour of Heracles Hercules was sent
by king Eurystheus to kill the Hydra as part of his second labour since the Lernean Hydra was terrorising
Lerna by attacking it is towns and killing flocks of sheep and cattle. He had taken along his nephew Iolaus.
When he reached Lerna, he protected his nasal area and mouth with a fabric to safeguard himself from the
stench. He shot a flaming arrow into its cave where it hissed in anger, arrived and started fighting him.
However, he had trouble coping with the Hydra when he understood that two heads regenerated whenever he
sliced away one head. He informed Iolaus to burn off the stumps along with his torch whenever he cut among
its heads off to be able to prevent the heads regrowing. When Hera saw Hercules was winning, she sent down
a huge crab called Korkinos to attack him by pinching his foot which he then crushed under his mighty foot.
He received a golden sword from Athena , which he utilized to kill the immortal mind. Then took the
immortal mind and buried it next aside of the road and positioned a boulder onto the bottom where the still
writhing mind of the Hydra was buried. Then went back to your body and dipped his arrows in its poisonous
bloodstream, which he found in his later quests. Both crab and the Hydra had been positioned in the sky as the
constellations Cancers and Hydra, respectively. The hydra does not already have a set number of heads
because the hydra had way too many heads for the vase painters to paint so they always gave it between 3 and
20 heads. Under normal circumstances the hydra never has less than 3 heads. The hydra is usually depicted as
having either two arms and no legs, two arms and two legs or no arms or legs at all when the hydra actually
starts off with having no legs then it develops two arms then two legs. So all of these depictions are partially
correct. There are often 2 kinds of hydra. The serpentine, aquatic hydra with fins on its head and usually no
legs was the lernean hydra which Heracles fought. The other is the terrestrial hydra which is the one with 4
legs and horns and spikes which is usually in other tales. The hydra has alternating numbers of heads and
limbs.
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3: What are some many-headed monsters
Heracles, Iolaus and the Hydra, Athenian red-figure stamnos C5th B.C., Regional Archeological Museum Antonio
Salinas HYDRA LERNAIA (Lernaean Hydra) was a gigantic, nine-headed water-serpent, which haunted the swamps of
Lerna.

Obtain the girdle of Hippolyta , Queen of the Amazons. Obtain the cattle of the monster Geryon. Steal the
apples of the Hesperides he had the help of Atlas to pick them after Hercules had slain Ladon. Capture and
bring back Cerberus. Further adventures After completing these tasks, Heracles joined the Argonauts in a
search for the Golden Fleece. He also fell in love with Princess Iole of Oechalia. King Eurytus of Oechalia
promised his daughter, Iole , to whoever could beat his sons in an archery contest. Heracles won but Eurytus
abandoned his promise. Heracles killed the king and his sonsâ€”excluding Iphitus â€”and abducted Iole.
However, once again, Hera drove Heracles mad and he threw Iphitus over the city wall to his death. Once
again, Heracles purified himself through three years of servitudeâ€”this time to Queen Omphale of Lydia. As
penalty for a murder, imposed by Xenoclea , the Delphic Oracle , Heracles was to serve as her slave for a year.
After some time, Omphale freed Heracles and married him. Some sources mention a son born to them who is
variously named. He punished them by tying them to a stick with their faces pointing downward. Hylas While
walking through the wilderness, Heracles was set upon by the Dryopes. He took the youth on as his weapons
bearer and beloved. Years later, Heracles and Hylas joined the crew of the Argo. As Argonauts, they only
participated in part of the journey. In Mysia , Hylas was kidnapped by the nymphs of a local spring. Heracles,
heartbroken, searched for a long time but Hylas had fallen in love with the nymphs and never showed up
again. In other versions, he simply drowned. Either way, the Argo set sail without them. Heracles freed the
Titan from his chains and his torments. Prometheus then made predictions regarding further deeds of Heracles.
The opponents were strong; Hercules was in a difficult position so he prayed to his father Zeus for help. Under
the aegis of Zeus, Heracles won the battle. The story, among others, is described by Dionysius of
Halicarnassus. Previously, Poseidon had sent a sea monster to attack Troy. The story is related in several
digressions in the Iliad 7. This expedition became the theme of the Eastern pediment of the Temple of Aphaea.
Laomedon planned on sacrificing his daughter Hesione to Poseidon in the hope of appeasing him. Heracles
killed the monster, but Laomedon went back on his word. Accordingly, in a later expedition, Heracles and his
followers attacked Troy and sacked it. Telamon took Hesione as a war prize and they had a son, Teucer. Other
adventures This section is in a list format that may be better presented using prose. You can help by
converting this section to prose, if appropriate. Editing help is available. He killed the robber Termerus.
Heracles visited Evander with Antor , who then stayed in Italy. Heracles killed King Amyntor of the Dolopes
for not allowing him into his kingdom. He also killed King Emathion of Arabia. Heracles kills the Egyptian
King Busiris and his followers after they attempt to sacrifice him to the gods. Heracles killed Lityerses after
beating him in a contest of harvesting. Heracles killed Periclymenus at Pylos. Heracles killed Syleus for
forcing strangers to hoe a vineyard. Heracles rivaled with Lepreus and eventually killed him. Heracles founded
the city Tarentum modern Taranto in Italy. Heracles learned music from Linus and Eumolpus , but killed him
after Linus corrected his mistakes. He learned how to wrestle from Autolycus. He killed the famous boxer
Eryx of Sicily in a match. Heracles was an Argonaut. He killed Alastor and his brothers. Heracles killing the
giant, Antaeus When Hippocoon overthrew his brother, Tyndareus , as King of Sparta , Heracles reinstated the
rightful ruler and killed Hippocoon and his sons. Heracles killed Cycnus , the son of Ares. The expedition
against Cycnus, in which Iolaus accompanied Heracles, is the ostensible theme of a short epic attributed to
Hesiod , Shield of Heracles. Heracles killed the Giants Alcyoneus and Porphyrion. Heracles killed Antaeus the
giant who was immortal while touching the earth, by picking him up and holding him in the air while
strangling him. Heracles went to war with Augeias after he denied him a promised reward for clearing his
stables. Augeias remained undefeated due to the skill of his two generals, the Molionides, and after Heracles
fell ill, his army was badly beaten. Later, however, he was able to ambush and kill the Molionides, and thus
march into Elis, sack it, and kill Augeias and his sons. Admetus, not wanting to turn Heracles away, nor
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wanting to burden him with his sadness, welcomes him and instructs the servants not to inform Heracles of
what has occurred. One scolds the guest and Heracles is ashamed of his actions. By hiding beside the grave of
Alcestis, Heracles was able to surprise Death when he came to collect her, and by squeezing him tight until he
relented, was able to persuade Death to return Alcestis to her husband. Heracles challenged wine god
Dionysus to a drinking contest and lost, resulting in his joining the Thiasus for a period. While Heracles is
sleeping out in the wilderness, a half-woman, half-snake creature steals his horses. Heracles eventually finds
the creature, but she refuses to return the horses until he has sex with her. After doing so, he takes back his
horses, but before leaving, he hands over his belt and bow, and gives instructions as to which of their children
should found a new nation in Scythia. In the fifth book of the New History, ascribed by Photius to Ptolemy
Hephaestion , mention that Heracles did not wear the skin of the Nemean lion, but that of a certain Lion giant
killed by Heracles whom he had challenged to single combat. Having wrestled and defeated Achelous , god of
the Acheloos river, Heracles takes Deianira as his wife. Travelling to Tiryns , a centaur , Nessus , offers to
help Deianira across a fast flowing river while Heracles swims it. However, Nessus is true to the archetype of
the mischievous centaur and tries to steal Deianira away while Heracles is still in the water. Angry, Heracles
shoots him with his arrows dipped in the poisonous blood of the Lernaean Hydra. Thinking of revenge, Nessus
gives Deianira his blood-soaked tunic before he dies, telling her it will "excite the love of her husband".
Lichas, the herald, delivers the shirt to Heracles. Before he dies, Heracles throws Lichas into the sea, thinking
he was the one who poisoned him according to several versions, Lichas turns to stone, becoming a rock
standing in the sea, named for him. Heracles then uproots several trees and builds a funeral pyre on Mount
Oeta , which Poeas , father of Philoctetes , lights. As his body burns, only his immortal side is left. Philoctetes
confronted Paris and shot a poisoned arrow at him. The Hydra poison subsequently led to the death of Paris.
His first marriage was to Megara , whose children he murdered in a fit of madness. According to
Pseudo-Apollodorus Bibliotheca, 2. According to Hyginus Fabulae, 32 , Heracles also killed Megara. His
second wife was Omphale , the Lydian queen to whom he was delivered as a slave Hyginus, Fabulae, Soon
after they wed, Heracles and Deianira had to cross a river, and a centaur named Nessus offered to help
Deianira across but then attempted to rape her. As he lay dying, Nessus plotted revenge, told Deianira to
gather up his blood and spilled semen and, if she ever wanted to prevent Heracles from having affairs with
other women, she should apply them to his vestments. Nessus knew that his blood had become tainted by the
poisonous blood of the Hydra, and would burn through the skin of anyone it touched. Later, when Deianira
suspected that Heracles was fond of Iole , she soaked a shirt of his in the mixture, creating the poisoned shirt
of Nessus. Instantly he was in agony, the cloth burning into him. As he tried to remove it, the flesh ripped
from his bones. Heracles chose a voluntary death, asking that a pyre be built for him to end his suffering. After
death, the gods transformed him into an immortal, or alternatively, the fire burned away the mortal part of the
demigod, so that only the god remained. After his mortal parts had been incinerated, he could become a full
god and join his father and the other Olympians on Mount Olympus. His fourth marriage was to Hebe , his last
wife. Affairs An episode of his female affairs that stands out was his stay at the palace of Thespius , king of
Thespiae , who wished him to kill the Lion of Cithaeron. As a reward, the king offered him the chance to
perform sexual intercourse with all fifty of his daughters in one night. Heracles complied and they all became
pregnant and all bore sons. This is sometimes referred to as his Thirteenth Labour. Many of the kings of
ancient Greece traced their lines to one or another of these, notably the kings of Sparta and Macedon.
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4: Many-headed monster slain by Hercules | Crossword Puzzle Clue | www.enganchecubano.com
Amongst these were slaying the many-headed Hydra, retrieving the Golden Apples of the Hesperides and bringing the
hellhound Cerberus up from the Underworld. Heracles was also one of the Argonauts. Like most authentic heroes,
Heracles had a god as one of his parents, being the son of Zeus and a mortal woman named Alcmene.

Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. In both these sources, the main motifs of the Hydra myth are already present: While the fibulae
portray a six-headed Hydra, its number of heads was first fixed in writing by Alcaeus c. Simonides , writing a
century later, increased the number to fifty, while Euripides , Virgil and others did not give an exact figure.
Heraclitus the paradoxographer rationalized the myth by suggesting that the Hydra would have been a
single-headed snake accompanied by its offspring. The first mention of this ability of the Hydra occurs with
Euripides , where the monster grew back a pair of heads for each one severed by Heracles. Palaephatus , Ovid
and Diodorus Siculus concur with Euripides, while Servius has the Hydra grow back three heads each time;
the Suda does not give a number. Depictions of the monster dating to c. In particular, Sumerian , Babylonian ,
and Assyrian mythology celebrated the deeds of the war and hunting god Ninurta , whom the Angim credited
with slaying 11 monsters on an expedition to the mountains, including a seven-headed serpent possibly
identical with the Mushmahhu and Bashmu , whose constellation despite having a single Head was later
associated by the Greeks with the Hydra. Upon reaching the swamp near Lake Lerna , where the Hydra dwelt,
Heracles covered his mouth and nose with a cloth to protect himself from the poisonous fumes. The weakness
of the Hydra was that it was invulnerable only if it retained at least one head. The details of the struggle are
explicit in the Bibliotheca: His nephew then came upon the idea possibly inspired by Athena of using a
firebrand to scorch the neck stumps after each decapitation. Heracles cut off each head and Iolaus cauterized
the open stumps. Seeing that Heracles was winning the struggle, Hera sent a giant crab to distract him. He
crushed it under his mighty foot. Thus his second task was complete. The alternate version of this myth is that
after cutting off one head he then dipped his sword in its neck and used its venom to burn each head so it
could not grow back. Hera, upset that Heracles had slain the beast she raised to kill him, placed it in the dark
blue vault of the sky as the constellation Hydra. She then turned the crab into the constellation Cancer. The
mythic element is an equivocating attempt to resolve the submerged conflict between an ancient ten labors and
a more recent twelve.
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5: What is the name of a many headed monster
The greatest of all heroes in Greek mythology, Hercules was the strongest man on earth. Besides tremendous physical
strength, he had great self-confidence and considered himself equal to the gods.

To make amends for a crime, Heracles was compelled to perform a series of heroic tasks, or Labors. Amongst
these were slaying the many-headed Hydra, retrieving the Golden Apples of the Hesperides and bringing the
hellhound Cerberus up from the Underworld. Heracles was also one of the Argonauts. Like most authentic
heroes, Heracles had a god as one of his parents, being the son of Zeus and a mortal woman named Alcmene.
Heracles was found prattling delighted baby talk, a strangled serpent in each hand. When he had come of age
and already proved himself an unerring marksman with bow and arrow, a champion wrestler and the possessor
of superhuman strength, Heracles was driven mad by the goddess Hera. In a frenzy, he killed his own children.
To atone for this crime, he was sentenced to perform a series of tasks, or "Labors", for his cousin Eurystheus,
the king of Mycenae. As his first Labor, Heracles killed the Nemean Lion. King Eurystheus was so afraid of
his heroic cousin that he hid in a storage jar. From the safety of this hiding place he issued the order for
another Labor. Heracles was to seek out and destroy the monstrous and many-headed Hydra. Some said that
the Hydra had eight or nine. Others counted between fifty and a hundred. And still others claimed as many as
ten thousand. All agreed, however, that as soon as one head was beaten down or chopped off, two more grew
in its place. Only one of the heads was immortal, but cutting it off was the challenge. Even smelling its
footprints was enough to bring death to an ordinary mortal. Fortunately, Heracles was no ordinary mortal. The
great hero sought out the monster in its lair and brought it out into the open with flaming arrows. Then he
made sure to hold his breath while grappling with the beast. The monster twined its many heads around the
hero and tried to trip him up. It called on an ally, a huge crab which also lived in the swamp. The crab bit
Heracles in the heel and further impeded his attack. Heracles was on the verge of failure when he remembered
his nephew. Heracles had a twin brother named Iphicles. Iphicles took part in a number of heroic exploits but
generally remained in the shadow of his illustrious twin. Finally, Iolaus could no longer bear to stand aside.
This kept further heads from sprouting. In this fashion, Heracles cut off the heads one by one, with Iolaus
cauterizing the wounds. Finally Heracles lopped off the immortal head and buried it deep beneath a rock. A
future Labor would pit him against the Stymphalian Birds, man-killers who inhabited a marsh near
Stymphalus in Arcadia. Heracles could not approach the birds to fight them - the ground was too swampy to
bear his weight and too mucky to wade through. Finally Heracles resorted to some castanets given to him by
the goddess Athena. By making a racket with these, he caused the birds to take wing. And once they were in
the air, he brought them down by the dozens with his arrows. In the course of his Labors and afterwards,
Heracles accomplished some amazing feats. He once forced the god Poseidon to give way in battle. He
wounded Ares, god of war, in another encounter. And he wrestled the great god Zeus himself to a draw. The
hero could move mountains that hindered the route of his cattle herd. He could and did toss boulders about
like pebbles. He even relieved the Titan Atlas of the burden of holding up the heavens. This came about when
Eurystheus challenged him to retrieve the Golden Apples of the Hesperides. The Hesperides, or Daughters of
Evening, were nymphs assigned by the goddess Hera to guard certain apples which she had received as a
wedding present. These were kept in a grove surrounded by a high wall and guarded by a dragon named
Ladon, whose many heads spoke simultaneously in a babel of tongues. The grove was located in some far
western land in the mountains named for Atlas. Atlas was a Titan, which is to say a member of the first
generation of gods, born of Earth. One of his brothers was Cronus, father of Zeus. Atlas made the mistake of
siding with Cronus in a war against Zeus. In punishment, he was compelled to support the weight of the
heavens by means of a pillar on his shoulders. Heracles had been told that he would never get the apples
without the aid of Atlas. The Titan was only too happy to oblige, since it meant being relieved of his burden.
He told the hero to hold the pillar while he went into the garden of the Hesperides to retrieve the fruit. But
first, Heracles would have to do something about the noisily vigilant dragon, Ladon. This was swiftly
accomplished by means of an arrow over the garden wall. Then Heracles took the pillar while Atlas went to
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get the apples. He was successful and returned quickly enough, but in the meantime he had realized how
pleasant it was not to have to strain for eternity keeping heaven and earth apart. And the hero feigned
agreement to this proposal. But he said that he needed a cushion for his shoulder, and he wondered if Atlas
would mind taking back the pillar just long enough for him to fetch one. The Titan graciously obliged, and
Heracles strolled off, omitting to return. As his final Labor , Heracles was instructed to bring the hellhound
Cerberus up from the infernal kingdom of Hades. Hades was god of the dead. His realm, to which all mortals
eventually traveled, lay beneath the earth and was called the Underworld, or Hades, after its ruler. Here the
newly dead congregated as insubstantial shades, mere wraiths of their former selves, awaiting passage in the
ferryboat of Charon the Boatman. The afterlife, as conceived by the early Greeks, was a grim and gloomy
proposition. Although there was no religious dogma on the subject, most imagined that some part of a being
lived on after death. What survived, however, was very insubstantial, a ghostly shadow - or shade - of the
living being. The surviving families did their best to provide for these wraiths, sending them off to the
Underworld with a bribe for Charon the Boatman, to induce him to ferry them across the Styx to the kingdom
of the dead. Here they would live on forever in soulless company - unless, that is, they had been guilty of
some egregious sin, in which case they might be punished for eternity by the ruler of the Underworld. The
only worse fate, perhaps, might be to lack the toll for Charon and be condemned to wander in lonely
desolation on the near bank of the river Styx until the end of time. The concept of the afterlife was vague and
often contradictory. The blind poet Homer, who sang of the Heroic Age, said that the dead passed on to a gray
and gloomy realm below the earth, ruled over by Hades. But Homer also spoke of the Islands of the Blessed,
located somewhere at the far western edge of the world. Here the greatest heroes went when they died, to live
on in comfort and pleasure. In time these two ideas were put together, so that entrance to the Underworld was
situated in the west, near where the flat earth dropped off into nothingness. Later still, people began to speak
of other entrances to the world of the dead below. There were two ways to get to the Underworld. The first and
simplest was to die. The most popular of these seems have been Taenarum in Laconia. And some say that it
was via Taenarum that Orpheus pursued his wife Eurydice when, bitten by a snake, she shared the common
fate in journeying to the afterlife below. Before becoming a fully fledged member of the godly council on
Mount Olympus, the wine-god Dionysus brought his mother up from Hades. She was the heroine Semele, who
had been consumed by lightning when she asked Zeus to reveal to her his true nature as storm god. To retrieve
her from the Underworld, Dionysus went to Lerna and dove into the Alcyonian Lake, which has no bottom. In
being challenged to bring back Cerberus to the land of the living, Heracles was faced with one of his most
difficult Labors. Descending to Hades via Laconian Taenarum, the first problem he encountered was a
glowering Charon the Boatman. Firstly, they had to pay a fare or bribe. And secondly, they had to be dead.
But Heracles simply glowered in return, and such is the perseverance of a proper hero - at least one of
Herculean magnitude - that once having set about a task, said hero will not fail to achieve and excel. The task
in this instance being glowering, Heracles accomplished it with such gusto that Charon let out a whimper and
meekly conveyed the hero across the Styx. The next and greater challenge was Cerberus himself. After a
titanic struggle, Heracles got Cerberus by the throat and choked the dog into submission. Taking care to secure
the permission of Hades and his queen Persephone, the hero then slung Cerberus over his shoulder and carted
him off to Mycenae, where he received due credit for the Labor. In its grueling nature, the entire adventure
was so at variance with the experience of Orpheus that it bears noting. Journeying to the Underworld by the
entrance chasm at Taenarum, he too fetched up on the banks of the Styx. But instead of out-glowering Charon,
Orpheus won him over by song. Such was the sweetness of his singing and his strumming of the lyre that not
only did Charon willingly submit to ferrying Orpheus across the River of Darkness, but Cerberus, beguiled by
the melody, lay down, crossed his paws under his chin and listened entranced. The mortal status of Greek
mythological heroes was subject to varying interpretations. Most heroes were sons of gods, and as such at
least semi-divine.
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6: Hydra | Disney Wiki | FANDOM powered by Wikia
MANY-HEADED MONSTER SLAIN BY HERCULES 'MANY-HEADED MONSTER SLAIN BY HERCULES' is a 32 letter
phrase starting with M and ending with S Crossword clues for 'MANY-HEADED MONSTER SLAIN BY HERCULES'.

As such, it was said to have been chosen as a task for Heracles so that Heracles would probably die. The foul
stench that the river of Elis, Anigrus, exudes is said to be the smell of the decaying Hydra. Behavior When it
emerged from the swamp it would attack herds of cattle and local villagers, devouring them with its numerous
heads. It totally terrorized the vicinity for many years. Places Its lair was the lake of Lerna formed by the
Amymone spring in the Argolid, though archaeology has borne out the myth that the sacred site was older
even than the Mycenaean city of Argos, for Lerna was the site of the myth of the Danaids. Beneath the waters
was an entrance to the Underworld, and the Hydra was its guardian Kerenyi , p. The Lernaean Hydra Gustave
Moreau: Heracles and the Lernaean Hydra, Upon reaching the swamp near Lerna where the Hydra dwelt,
Heracles covered his mouth and nose with a cloth to protect himself from the poisonous fumes and fired
flaming arrows into its lair, the spring of Amymone, to draw it out. He then confronted it, wielding a
harvesting sickle in some early vase-paintings; Ruck and Staples p. The details of the confrontation are
explicit in Apollodorus 2. His nephew then came upon the idea possibly inspired by Athena of using a burning
firebrand to scorch the neck stumps after decapitation, and handed him the blazing brand. The poisonous
arrows were used to kill Geryon. The mythic element is an equivocating attempt to resolve the submerged
conflict between an ancient ten Labours and a more recent twelve. An Astrologoical Interpretaton by Alice A.
After he had severed all nine heads, a tenth one appeared; Heracles recognised this as a jewel and buried it
under a rock. African Hydra An African Hydra is a water-monster with seven heads. It keeps the river flowing
and people brought offerings to them. Her water jar had been filled with mud. The Hydra agreed to the deal,
cleaning out her jar, and filling it with water for her. When Jinde was old enough, she was sent to the river to
collect water but eventually the Hydra came to the shore and took her away to be his wife. Jinde pleaded with
him to be allowed to go back. The Hydra agreed to let her go for one day to see her parents one last time but
she went to the house of her lover, who took his sword and killed the Hydra by cutting off all seven heads.
Biblical Hydra The Beast that appears in the Apocalypse is a many-headed dragon. The 16th-century German
illustrator has been influenced by the Beast of Revelation in his depiction of the Hydra. Theories and analysis
Theories about origin and existence When the sun is in the sign of Cancer, the constellation Hydra has its head
nearby. Also close by, beneath the sun, is the constellation of Cancer, the crab. Mythographers relate that the
Lernaean Hydra and the crab were put into the sky after Heracles slew them. It is uncertain as to what the
cauterising of the snake heads means, but it may derive from tales concerning a battle connected to Lerna,
possibly indicative of setting fire to parts of the enemy possibly the corpses so as to disperse them. Lerna
features in another myth as a fountain from Poseidon created in memorial of the daughter of Danaos, who
appear in earlier works, such as the Illiad, as a seafaring group from elsewhere , which may be a myth of a
failed attack on the native population by Danae, which the Danae later repeated successfully. Associations
with the Nemaean lion may derive from recreating the surrounding narrative to suit an order in which the tale
of the Hydra follows that of the lion. There are several statues portraying the battle between the two at the
Louvre. Depending on the setting, they typically have three to seven heads, and may or may not be able to
regenerate into more. It has seven heads, and each head has a different type of breath weapon. It can
regenerate any lost head, but cannot gain more heads through regeneration. Some rare mutations of Hydra,
however may have eight or nine heads. Hydra appears in the third stage of the Monster in My Pocket video
game, colored purple and spitting out blue flames and the player. Multiple hydras appear on a sloped city
street with many fire hydrants. It also appears as a boss in the game Kingdom Hearts II. The Hydra appears as
a boss in the PS2 game God of War, where the playable character, Kratos, fights several of its heads onboard a
ship in the Aegean Sea. In the game Chrono Cross, there are two alternate worlds. In one, the Hydra have been
hunted to extinction and no longer reside in their home, the Hydra Marshes. In the other world, a single Hydra
remains. Besides being a major boss, the Hydra plays a major part in the storyline of the game. In the console
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game Spartan: Total Warrior The Spartan fights a large hydra in the ruined city of Troy. There is a leader head
which is the last head needed to be killed. In the game Warcraft III: When killed, the Ancient Hydra splits into
two Hydras, sharing a similar but smaller model. When the Hydras are killed they in turn create two Hydra
Hatchlings. In the computer game Quest for Glory V: Dragon Fire, an immortal Hydra is one of the monsters
that the Hero must face during the Rites of Passage. Hydra is Monster in My Pocket 2. Hydra appears
occasionally in Castlevania, but usually shown without the body. City of Guilds set, there exists a creature
named Phytohydra, which, according to the flavor text, is based on the Lernaean Hydra. When Skullmaster
turns the good side dark, it starts the end of the world. The Hydra appears in the Heroes of Might and Magic
series, usually as a high-end, powerful creature. Usually very resilient and able to attack from 3 pre upgrade up
to all adjacent creatures, thanks for the multiple heads. This is explained as the Hydra being so terryfying, that
none would risk an attack on their own. Movies The Hydra makes a major appearance in the Disney animated
movie Hercules It starts out with only one head, but as Hercules cuts it off, more grow in its place until it has
nearly a dozen. It also makes appearances in Hercules: The Animated Series, and appears as a boss in
Kingdom Hearts 2. Pull out your broadsword. The reference to the hydra seems to have strong relevance to the
anti-christ, and the beasts of the Book of Revelation. Referencesâ€”related sources and media Harrison, Jane
Ellen Prolegomena to the Study of Greek Religion. The Heroes of the Greeks. Ruck, Carl and Staples, Danny
The World of Classical Myth.
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7: Many-headed serpent - crossword puzzle clue
Many-headed monster slain by Hercules Clue: Many-headed monster slain by Hercules We have 1 possible answer for
the clue Many-headed monster slain by Hercules which appears 4 times in our database.

In the film, Hades summons the Hydra to destroy Hercules , though Hercules manages to defeat it, earning
him fame and adoration from the people of Thebes. The Hydra starts out with only one head, but any time one
of its heads is removed, three more replace it. Contents Background Physical appearance The Hydra is a
massive, dragon-like reptilian creature with dark purple skin. Its body is rather bulky and it crawls using 2 legs
with 4-fingered hands that have white claws. It has a long, thin tail and each time one of its heads gets cut off,
3 more grow to replace it. Its number of heads can apparently grow exponentially up to at least 18 in Hercules,
though in Kingdom Hearts II its maximum is 7 and in the read-along story it was The two thank Hercules
before running off to Hades and leaving the hero to feel a false sense of accomplishment, oblivious to what
consequences would come of his actions. The Hydra surprises Hercules by approaching him from the back,
forcing the hero into combat until the monster lunges at him and knocks his sword back. Hercules
defenestrates the beast by hurling a boulder into its mouth, but it only crushes it into stones and laughs. When
the monster next strikes, he holds its mouth open and slams it head into the ground, giving him time to grab
his sword. However, the Hydra wraps its tongue around his ankle, hurls him into the air, and swallows him.
The hero is again lured into a false sense of security before, as Hades expects to happen, the Hydra sprouts
three more heads. It chases down Hercules and causes the spectators in the stands to scatter. Pegasus then lifts
the hero off the ground and Hercules fights back, to little avail. With each head he chops off, three more grow,
continuing until he is surrounded by an army of heads. The Hydra then grabs him and as it is about to finish
the young hero off, Hercules notices a rocky cliff that he quickly punches, which causes an avalanche of rocks
to fall. The Hydra freezes as all of its heads look up in fear, when it and Hercules are soon buried and crushed,
ultimately defeating the Hydra for good. All that is seen of the Hydra after the rockslide is its right arm and
hand where Hercules was held. During the song, Zero the Hero, everyone is watching a play of how Hercules
bravely fought the Hydra in battle. The Animated Series The Hydra only made minor appearance in the series.
In Hercules and the Arabian Night , Hades thinks about where he can put the Hydra when he meets Jafar for
the first time. We can see also a little figure of the Hydra in this sequence.
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8: Heracles - Wikipedia
In Greek mythology the Hydra was also called Lernaean Hydra, which is a serpent-like www.enganchecubano.coming to
Theogony , the hydra is the child of Typhon and www.enganchecubano.comes, or Heracles in Greek mythology, kills the
Hydra as one of his Labors.

Lattimore Greek epic C8th B. In Homer the dog is just called "the hound of Haides. Shewring Greek epic C8th
B. And next again she bore the unspeakable, unmanageable Kerberos Cerberus , the savage, the
bronze-barking dog of Haides, fifty-headed, and powerful, and without pity. There he perceived the spirits of
wretched mortals by the waters of Kokytos Cocytus , like the leaves buffeted by the wind over the bright
sheep-grazed headlands of Ida. Who seized our Kerberos Cerberus by the throat, and fled, and ran, and rushed,
and bolted, haling of the dog, my charge! Aldrich Greek mythographer C2nd A. Then, with it in tow, he made
his ascent through Troizenos Troezen. Kerberos had three dog-heads, a serpent for a tail, and along his back
the heads of all kinds of snakes. Trypanis Greek poet C3rd B. Within his eyes, a beam flashed darkly. Truly in
the Forges or in Meligounis leap such sparks into the air, when iron is beaten with hammers, and the anvil
roars beneath might blows,--or up inside smoke Aitna Etna , lair of Asteropos. Still, he came alive to Tiryns
out of Haides, the last of twelve labours, for the pleasure of malignant Eurystheus; and at the crossways of
Mideia, rich in barley, trembling women with their children looked upon him. Way Greek epic C4th A.
Shorey Greek philosopher C4th B. Jones Greek geographer C1st B. Jones Greek travelogue C2nd A. All are
surrounded by fences of stones, while in the place of Klymenos there is also a chasm in the earth. Through this
according to the legend of the Hermionians, Herakles brought up the Hound of Haides [Kerberos Cerberus ].
Some of the Greek poets state that Herakles brought up the Hound of Haides Haidou kuna [Kerberos Cerberus
] here, though there is no road that leads underground through the cave, and it is not easy to believe that the
gods possess any underground dwelling where the souls collect. But Hekataios Hecataeus of Miletos gave a
plausible explanation, stating that a terrible serpent lived on Tainaron, and was called the Hound of Hades,
because any one bitten was bound to die of the poison at once, and it was this snake, he said, that was brought
by Herakles to Eurystheus. But Homer, who was the first to call the creature brought by Herakles the Hound
of Haides, did not give it a name or describe it as of manifold form, as he did the Khimaira Chimera. Late
poets gave the name Kerberos, and though in other respects they made him resemble a dog, they say that he
had three heads. Homer, however, does not imply that he was a dog, the friend of man, any more than if he
called a real serpent the Hound of Hades. It is here that they say. Next to these have been wrought two of the
exploits of Herakles--his slaying of the Hydra, and his bringing up the Hound of Hell kuna ton Haidou
[Kerberos Cerberus ]. Oldfather Greek historian C1st B. And assuming that it would be to his advantage for
the accomplishment of this Labour, he went to Athens and took part in the Eleusinian Mysteries, Musaios
Musaeus , the son of Orpheus, being at that time in charge of the initiatory rites. Herakles then, according to
the myths which have come down to us, descended into the realm of Hades, and being welcomed like a
brother by Persephone brought Theseus and Peirithous back to the upper world after freeing them from their
bonds. This he accomplished by the favour of Persephone, and receiving the dog Kerberos in chains he carried
him away to the amazement of all and exhibited him to men. Perrin Greek historian C1st to C2nd A. Grant
Roman mythographer C2nd A. Hercules, son of Jove [Zeus], to bring up the dog Cerberus. Melville Roman
epic C1st B. Immediately Cerberus sprang at her with his three heads and gave three barks together. Kerberos
Cerberus , son of Ekhidna]. There is a cavern yawning dark and deep, and there a falling track where Hero
Tirynthius [Herakles of Tiryns] dragged struggling, blinking, screwing up his eyes against the sunlight and the
blinding day, the hell-hound Cerberus, fast on a chain of adamant. His three throats filled the air with triple
barking, barks of frenzied rage, and spattered the green meadows with white spume. This, so men think,
congealed and, nourished by the rich rank soil, gained poisonous properties. Showerman Roman poetry C1st
B. I myself, at home and widowed, am busied with chaste prayers, in torment lest my husband fall by the
savage foe; with serpents and with boars and ravening lions my imaginings are full, and with hounds
three-throated [i. Kerberos Cerberus ] hard upon the prey. Cerberus, branching from one trunk into a three-fold
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dog, his hair inwoven with the threatening snake. Day-Lewis Roman epic C1st B. The Sibyl, seeing the snakes
bristling upon his neck now, threw him for bait a cake for honey and wheat infused with sedative drugs. The
creature, crazy with hunger, opened its three mouths, gobbled the bait; then its huge body relaxed and lay,
sprawled out on the ground, the whole length of its cave kennel. Aeneas, passing its entrance, the watch-dog
neutralize, strode rapidly from the bank of that river [Styx] of no return. Fairclough Roman bucolic C1st B.
Goold Roman elegy C1st B. By night we [the ghosts of the dead] drift abroad, night frees imprisoned Shades,
and even Cerberus casts aside his chains and strays. Rackham Roman rhetorician C1st B. No, you say, we
must draw the line at that; well then, Orcus is not a god either. Miller Roman tragedy C1st A. Why does he not
lord it over conquered Erebus and lay bare the Styx? It is not enough merely to return; the law of the shades
has been annulled, a way back has been opened from the lowest ghosts, and the mysteries of dread Death lie
bared. But he, exultant at having burst the prison of the shades, triumphs over me, and with arrogant hand
leads through the cities of Greece that dusky hound. I saw the daylight shrink at sight of Cerberus, and the sun
pale with fear; upon me, too, terror came, and as I gazed upon the three necks of the conquered monster I
trembled at my own command. Let only two look on this monster [Kerberos Cerberus ]--him who brought and
her who ordered it. I have seen places unapproached by any, unknown to Phoebus [the sun], those gloomy
spaces which the baser pole hath yielded to infernal Jove [Haides]; and if the regions of the third estate pleased
me, I might have reigned. The chaos of everlasting night, and something worse than night, and the grim gods
and the fates--all these I saw and, having flouted death, I have come back. I have seen and revealed the lower
world. If aught is left to do, give it to me, O Juno [Hera]; too long already dost thou let my hands lie idle.
What dost thou bid me conquer? Unfold his heroic deeds in order; tell how long a way leads to the gloomy
shades, and how the Tartarean dog bore his galling bonds. Here the savage Stygian dog [Kerberos Cerberus ]
frightens the shades; tossing back and forth his triple heads, with huge bayings he guards the realm. Around
his head, foul with corruption, serpents lap, his shaggy man bristles with vipers, and in his twisted tail a long
snake hisses. His rage matches his shape. Soon as he feels the stir of feet he raises his head, rough with darting
snakes, and with ears erect catches at the onsped sound, wont as he is to hear even the shades. When
[Herakles] the son of Jove stood closer, within his cave the dog crouches hesitant and feels a touch of fear.
Then suddenly, with deep bayings, he terrifies the silent places; the snakes hiss threateningly along all his
shoulders. The clamour of his dreadful voice, issuing from triple throats, fills even the blessed shades with
dread. Then from his left arm the hero looses the fierce-grinning jaws, thrusts out before him the Cleonaean
head and, beneath that huge shield crouching, plies his mighty club with victorious right hand. Now here, now
there, with unremitting blows he whirls it, redoubling the strokes. At last the dog, vanquished ceases his
threatenings and, spent with struggle, lowers all his heads and yields all wardship of his cavern. Both rulers
[Haides and Persephone] shiver on their throne, and bid lead the dog away. Forgetful of himself, the watchful
guardian of the dusky realm droops his ears, trembling and willing to be led, owns his master, and with muzzle
lowered follows after, beating both his sides with snaky tail. But when he came to the Taenarian borders, and
the strange gleam of unknown light smote on his eyes, though conquered he regained his courage and in
frenzy shook his ponderous chains. Almost he bore his conqueror away, back dragging him, forward bent, and
forced him to give ground. Then even to my aid Alcides [Herakles] looked, and with our twofold strength we
drew the dog along, mad with rage and attempting fruitless war, and brought him out to earth. But when he
saw the bright light of day and viewed the clear spaces of the shining sky, black night rose over him and he
turned his gaze to ground, closed tight his eyes and shut out the hated light; backward he turned his face and
with all his necks sought the earth; then in the shadow of Hercules he hid his head. Dark Mors Death
[Thanatos], death opens wide his greedy, gaping jaws and unfolds all his wings. Nay more, they say that the
dog [Kerberos Cerberus ] has burst his chains of Taenarian iron, and is wandering through our fields; that the
earth has rumbled; that ghosts go stealing through the groves, larger than mortal forms. Mozley Roman epic
C1st A. Mozley Roman poetry C1st A. Cerberus with triple jaws will not bark at him. Let the long road lie
clear for the peerless spirits. Walsh Roman novel C2nd A. I caught a glimpse of Tartarus deep below, and of
Cerberus waiting to make a meal of me to relive his hunger. But you are not permitted to touch that either, for
all these and many other distractions are part of the ambush which Venus [Aphrodite] will set to induce you to
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release one of the cakes from your hands. Do not imaging that the loss of a mere barley cake is a trivial matter,
for if you relinquish either of them, the daylight of this world above will be totally denied you. Posted there is
[Kerberos Cerberus ] a massive hound with a huge, triple-formed head. This monstrous, fearsome brute
confronts the dead with thunderous barking, though his menaces are futile since he can do them no harm. He
keeps constant guard before the very threshold and the dark hall of Proserpina [Persephone], protecting that
deserted abode of Dis [Haides]. You must disarm him by offering him a cake as his spoils. Then you can
easily pass him, and gain immediate access to Proserpina herself.
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9: Multiheaded serpent slain by Hercules - Crossword Clue Answer | Crossword Heaven
Heracles defeats this nasty creature with the help of his nephew Iolaus (who was also Heracles' eromenos, or boy
lover). When Heracles slices off one of the Hydra's heads, Iolaus cauterizes the stub with a flaming torch, which keeps
the head from growing back.

Reader Reviews The groundbreaking history of the early Atlantic working class, featuring a new preface by
the authors Long before the American Revolution and the Declaration of the Rights of Man, a motley crew of
sailors, slaves, pirates, laborers, market women, and indentured servants had ideas about freedom and equality
that would forever change history. The Many Headed-Hydra recounts their stories in a sweeping history of the
role of the dispossessed in the making of the modern world. When an unprecedented expansion of trade and
colonization in the early seventeenth century launched the first global economy, a vast, diverse, and landless
workforce was born. These workers crossed national, ethnic, and racial boundaries, as they circulated around
the Atlantic world on trade ships and slave ships, from England to Virginia, from Africa to Barbados, and
from the Americas back to Europe. Marshaling an impressive range of original research from archives in the
Americas and Europe, the authors show how ordinary working people led dozens of rebellions on both sides
of the North Atlantic. Others, hidden from history and recovered here, have much to teach us about our
common humanity. For those already well acquainted with the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the image
of that age which they have been so carefully taught and cultivated will be profoundly challenged. Ranging
from Europe to Africa to the Caribbean and North America, it makes us think in new ways about the role of
working people in the making of the modern world. Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker show us what could
have been by exhuming the revolutionary dreams and rebellious actions of the first modern proletariat, whose
storiesâ€”until nowâ€”were lost at sea. They have recovered a sunken treasure chest of history and historical
possibility and spun these lost gems into a swashbuckling narrative full of labor, love, imagination, and
startling beauty. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Europe, Africa, and the Americas came together to
create a new economy and a new class of working people. Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker tell their story
with deep sympathy and profound insight. A work of restoration and celebration of a world too long hidden
from view. Linebaugh and Rediker have done an extraordinary job of research into buried episodes and
forgotten writings to recapture, with eloquence and literary flair, the lost history of resistance to capitalist
conquest on both sides of the Atlantic. Reflecting upon them, our minds are at once taken out from the earth so
that we can regard, as from another planet, the spinning of the globe, the winds that deeply trouble its surface
or gently encompass it, and the influence of the sun and moon. For all these cosmic forces are closely linked
with the great currents of the ocean, earning for them the adjective I like best of all those applied to them--the
planetary currents. Europeans pass by Africa to the Caribbean and then to North America. The Gulf Stream
then at three knots moves north to the Labrador and Arctic currents, which move eastward, as the North
Atlantic Drift, to temper the climates of northwestern Europe. Some of these breakers may even be traced to
the coast of Florida and the West Indies. For centuries fishermen on the lonely shores of Ireland have been
able to interpret these long Atlantic swells. The longer the fetch, the greater the wave. Nothing can stop these
long waves. They become visible only at the end, when they rise and break; for most of their fetch the surface
of the ocean is undisturbed. In , Postmaster General Benjamin Franklin noted that packets from Falmouth took
about two weeks longer to reach New York than merchant ships took to sail from Rhode Island to London. In
talking to Nantucket whalers, he learned about the Gulf Stream: The circular transmission of human
experience from Europe to Africa to the Americas and back again corresponded to the same cosmic forces that
set the Atlantic currents in motion, and in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the merchants,
manufacturers, planters, and royal officials of northwestern Europe followed these currents, building trade
routes, colonies, and a new transatlantic economy. They organized workers from Europe, Africa, and the
Americas to produce and transport bullion, furs, fish, tobacco, sugar, and manufactures. It was a labor of
Herculean proportions, as they themselves repeatedly explained. The classically educated architects of the
Atlantic economy found in Hercules--the mythical hero of the ancients who achieved immortality by
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performing twelve labors--a symbol of power and order. For inspiration they looked to the Greeks, for whom
Hercules was a unifier of the centralized territorial state, and to the Romans, for whom he signified vast
imperial ambition. The labors of Hercules symbolized economic development: Rulers placed the image of
Hercules on money and seals, in pictures, sculptures, and palaces, and on arches of triumph. Giambattista
Vico, the philosopher of Naples, used Hercules to develop the stadial theory of history, while Francis Bacon,
philosopher and politician, cited him to advance modern science and to suggest that capitalism was very
nearly divine. These same rulers found in the many-headed hydra an antithetical symbol of disorder and
resistance, a powerful threat to the building of state, empire, and capitalism. The second labor of Hercules was
the destruction of the venomous hydra of Lerna. With the help of his nephew Iolaus, he eventually killed the
monster by cutting off a central head and cauterizing the stump with a flaming branch. He then dipped his
arrows in the gall of the slain beast, which gave his projectiles fatal power and allowed him to complete his
labors. From the beginning of English colonial expansion in the early seventeenth century through the
metropolitan industrialization of the early nineteenth, rulers referred to the Hercules-hydra myth to describe
the difficulty of imposing order on increasingly global systems of labor. They variously designated
dispossessed commoners, transported felons, indentured servants, religious radicals, pirates, urban laborers,
soldiers, sailors, and African slaves as the numerous, ever-changing heads of the monster. But the heads,
though originally brought into productive combination by their Herculean rulers, soon developed among
themselves new forms of cooperation against those rulers, from mutinies and strikes to riots and insurrections
and revolution. Like the commodities they produced, their experience circulated with the planetary currents
around the Atlantic, often eastward, from American plantations, Irish commons, and deep-sea vessels back to
the metropoles of Europe. Mauricius, an ex-governor of Suriname, returned to Holland, where he would write
poetic memoirs recollecting his defeat at the hands of the Saramaka, a group of former slaves who had escaped
the plantations and built maroon communities deep in the interior jungle, and who now defended their
freedom against endless military expeditions designed to return them to slavery: There you must fight blindly
an invisible enemy Who shoots you down like ducks in the swamps. Writing to and for other Europeans
assumed to be sympathetic with the project of conquest, Mauricius cast himself and other colonizers as
Hercules, and the fugitive bondspeople who challenged slavery as the hydra. Andrew Ure, the Oxford
philosopher of manufactures, found the myth to be useful as he surveyed the struggles of industrial England in
For Mather, the Puritan elders were Hercules, while the hydra consisted of the antinomians who questioned
the authority of minister and magistrate, the expansion of empire, the definition of private property, and the
subordination of women. It would be a mistake to see the myth of Hercules and the hydra as merely an
ornament of state, a classical trope in speeches, a decoration of ceremonial dress, or a mark of classical
learning. Francis Bacon, for example, used it to lay the intellectual basis for the biological doctrine of
monstrosity and for the justifications of murder, which themselves have a semantics of Latin
euphemism--debellation, extirpation, trucidation, extermination, liquidation, annihilation, extinction. To cite
the myth was not simply to employ a figure of speech or even a concept of analytic understanding; it was to
impose a curse and a death sentence, as we will show. If the hydra myth expressed the fear and justified the
violence of the ruling classes, helping them to build a new order of conquest and expropriation, of gallows and
executioners, of plantations, ships, and factories, it suggested something quite different to us as
historians--namely, a hypothesis. The hydra became a means of exploring multiplicity, movement, and
connection, the long waves and planetary currents of humanity. The multiplicity was indicated, as it were, in
silhouette in the multitudes who gathered at the market, in the fields, on the piers and the ships, on the
plantations, upon the battlefields. The power of numbers was expanded by movement, as the hydra journeyed
and voyaged or was banished or dispersed in diaspora, carried by the winds and the waves beyond the
boundaries of the nation-state. Sailors, pilots, felons, lovers, translators, musicians, mobile workers of all
kinds made new and unexpected connections, which variously appeared to be accidental, contingent, transient,
even miraculous. Our book looks from below. We have attempted to recover some of the lost history of the
multiethnic class that was essential to the rise of capitalism and the modern, global economy. It also owes
much to the violence of abstraction in the writing of history, the severity of history that has long been the
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captive of the nation-state, which remains in most studies the largely unquestioned framework of analysis.
This is a book about connections that have, over the centuries, usually been denied, ignored, or simply not
seen, but that nonetheless profoundly shaped the history of the world in which we all of us live and die.
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