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Historic map of Lecale by Alice Stopford Green Leath Cathail[ edit ] Leath Cathail is said to consist of the
present-day baronies of Lecale Lower and Lecale Upper, [5] and was a subdivision of the ancient kingdom of
Ulaid. It gets its name from Cathal, a prince of Ulaid about A. We have paid for it". It was afterward granted
to the prior of Down. Colmcille[ edit ] This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed. February Learn how and when to remove this template message St. Patrick landed at the Slaney
estuary on his return to Ireland. A large granite statue of him looking into the rest of Ireland at Raholp today
overlooks the site. He died at the Abbey of Saul where he began his mission and was administered his dying
communion by Bishop Tassach of Raholp. The abbey was desecrated by Lord Leonard Grey in and he was
executed three years later for his callous actions. It appears that the relics of the saints remained intact until
when the building was being remodelled as Down Cathedral. Accounts given record that the tomb was
vandalised and the relics were scattered over the abbey yard prompting the Downpatrick people to hurriedly
bury them at their present site. It is said that the town cross was placed on the grave but it was carried off and
vandalised. The association of the Kildare family with Ardglass continued for three centuries" Lecale is also
recorded under the name of "Ladcathel" as one of the seven counties of the Earldom of Ulster in This action
saw the creation of the River Quoile and acres of land around Downpatrick. Strangford Lough bounds the
northern edge and the Irish Sea the east and Dundrum inner bay forms the western edge. The soils are mostly
light-medium loams , well suited for the production of grain, and it forms one of the most extensively
cultivated areas of Northern Ireland. This was also the case historically. Ordnance Survey memoirs of to state
that in some parishes, such as Dunsfort and Ballee, the land was almost exclusively used for cultivation, rather
than grazing. The low livestock density meant that marl and lime was often used instead of manure. Arthur
Young observed that the area was almost completely under grain cultivation largely barley during the late 18th
century and that south Lecale was more fertile than the north.
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