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His work on Indian philosophy is published in five volumes, and each volume is devoted to the study of the
particular school of thought of Indian Philosophy. In this volume, he focuses his study on the southern schools
of Saivism, viz. This book documents the ethical, mystical and philosophical id The history and philosophy of
the Southern Schools of Saivism This is one of the scholarly works of Surendranath Dasgupta. This book
documents the ethical, mystical and philosophical ideas of the Southern Schools of Saivism. A brief summary
of the book is as follows: Sankara refers to a doctrine called Siddhanta written by the God Mahesvara. It states
that God, Lord Siva, also known as Pasupati, is both the instrumental and material cause of the world. In his
bhasya, Sankara refers to one particular system of Saivism. But Saiva Philosophy was widely known long
before eighth century A. The concept of Pasupati may have evolved at the earliest times of Indus Valley
Civilization. The statue of Siva sitting on a bull surrounded by snakes and other animals has been found in
pre-Vedic times, and ancient Indians worshipped the lord of pasus animals or Pasupati. Siva is also mentioned
in Vedas and Upanishads, especially Svetasvatara Upanishad, and also in Mahabharata and Puranas. Siva
Mahapurana refers to Saiva-Agama as the original instructions of Lord Siva, but unfortunately these texts are
lost. Most writers of Saivism believed that Siva was the author of all Saiva literature which includes Agamas,
the earliest scriptures of Saivism. There is a list of 28 Sivacaryas in Vayaviya-samhita of the Siva
Mahapurana, which consists of , verses in seven sections and Siva is known to be its author. The gist of the
Agama teaching is that all individual souls are infected with the impurities of Maya or karma. These are
ultimately destroyed by the grace of God after being initiated into the worship of Siva. The Agama literature
strongly supports a highly moralistic life coupled with the worship Lord Siva. The doctrine of Pasupata-sutra
provides the spiritual and traditional practices in the worship of Siva. This text has some metaphysical
elements, but largely spiritual in nature. It is believed that Siva re-incarnated himself as Nakulisa and wrote
Pasupata text. In the bhasya of Pasupata-sutra, sage Kaundinya vividly describes the spiritual path of Saiva
life. Kaundinya is known to have written his bhasya of Pasupata anywhere between fourth and sixth century B.
Saiva philosophy of Srikantha is another subject widely discussed in this book. His ideas are expounded in the
commentary on Brahma-sutra and later by Appaya Dixita. Srikantha illuminated his views by the
interpretation of Brahma-sutra by accepting the supremacy of Upanishads, but he suggested that Lord Siva is
the personal form of Brahman. This is an exhaustive review of the Saiva literature and the author expounds the
interpretation of several scholars like Sankara, Srikantha and Appaya Dixita with respect to Brahma Sutra and
Lord Siva as the Supreme Personality Godhead. I found the discussion very fascinating and deeply engrossing.
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A Painless Introduction A Painless Introduction This is a short book about ancient Indian philosophy for
people who care more about the central questions of philosophy themselves â€” What exists? How should we
live? How can we know? But current research in philosophy often refers to the ideas of ancient Indian
philosophy, so it is worth knowing a bit about it. My book explains the bare essentials about ancient Indian
philosophy you must understand to do philosophy today. This book does not assume you know much about
philosophy. It will only tell you what you need to know to engage with philosophy today. Luckily, that
knowledge can fit on just a few pages. My main sources are the historical works of Surendranath Dasgupta,
Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya, and Satishchandra Chatterjee of whom you will hear echoes below , along with
translations of the original works. Ancient India No ancient culture but Greece was more fertile in philosophy
than India. Unfortunately, one cannot write a history of Indian philosophy the way one can write a history of
Western philosophy. In Western philosophy, particular individuals are known to have advanced certain views,
and the historian may arrange each philosopher chronologically and comment on how each thinker responded
to their predecessors and how they influenced later philosophers. But ancient Indian philosophy is represented
in a mass of texts for which the authors and dates of composition are mostly unknown. Chief among these
texts are the Vedas, written from perhaps B. They consist mainly of praise hymns to nature gods and
instructions for ritual, and exemplify a primitive pre-theism. The latest works among the Vedas, the
Upanishads, were written after B. So early Indian philosophy is much foggier to us than is early Western
philosophy. What, then, shall be our strategy? We will examine each major school of ancient Indian
philosophy, and we will not speculate much about who influenced whom or when certain developments
occurred. Indians distinguish two classes of Indian philosophies: The astika systems respect the Vedas to some
degree. The nastika systems reject Vedic thought. Jainism, Buddhism, and Lokayata. Though forms of most of
these schools still exist today, I will write of them in the past tense to refer to their ancient forms. In the West,
philosophical schools tended to rise and fall, one after the other. But in India all these systems competed for
adherents beside each other for centuries. But the systems themselves predate their sutras, probably by many
centuries. Agreements Except for the Lokayata materialists, all these systems agreed about karma and
reincarnation. When the fruits of karma cannot be experienced in the present life, the individual must be
reincarnated â€” he must die and be reborn as a human or another being â€” to experience them. Most Indian
systems also agreed on the doctrine of samsara: The goal of these systems was moksha or mukti: Except for
Buddhism and Lokayata, the Indian systems agreed on the existence of a permanent soul, or atman. In most
systems, it was a kind of purification of the soul that lead to moksha, though what this means varied from
system to system. The Indian systems shared many ethical values, too. Generally, passions and desires were to
be controlled, and harm was not to be done to any forms of life. The Indian conceptions of space and time
were vast. The past stretched back into infinity, or at least for billions of years. The Earth was but one of
millions of worlds in an infinite universe. Accordingly, Indian thought emphasized the smallness of Earth, the
insignificance of worldly possessions, and the transient nature of human life. Perhaps most centrally, the
ancient Indians did not see philosophy as a disinterested investigation of the nature of reality. Rather,
philosophy was a practical matter: Lokayata Atheists and materialists were apparently common in ancient
India, for the Hindu scriptures found it necessary to respond to the arguments of non-believers on many
occasions. Lokayata held that perception is the only valid source of knowledge, for all other sources like
testimony and inference are unreliable. Perception revealed only the material world, made of the four
elements: Minds and consciousness were, too, the products of matter. Souls, gods, and the afterlife could not
be perceived, and thus could not be said to exist. Religious rituals were useless, and scriptures contained no
special insight. Thus, the only purpose of life was to enjoy pleasure and avoid pain. Critics described the
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ethics of the Lokayata as egoistic, hedonistic, or even nihilistic. Some Lokayata were accidentalists, in that
they thought the world was ruled by chance: But most Lokayata were naturalists. They believed things moved
and transformed because of their inherent natures, according to lawful necessity. Their fundamental principle
was nature svabhava. The earliest known Indian materialist was Brhaspati, whose dates are unknown. He had
no positive system to advance, but merely denied orthodox views of theology, ethics, and dualism. He was
quoted as saying: Ideas like generosity are the concepts of a stupid person. He who speaks of their existence,
his words are empty and confused; a cry of desperation. Later Indian materialism is sometimes called Carvaka
after the supposed author of the Barhaspatya sutras, which are now lost. One particularly interesting dialogue
between an orthodox believer and a materialist was recorded in the Payasi Suttanta 6th century B. In it, a
materialist named Payasi denies dualism, reincarnation, and karma. An orthodox thinker, Kassapa, challenges
Payasi to prove that those things do not exist. First, Payasi says he has known some very evil men and some
very good men, and he made them promise to tell him of their experiences if they died and were reincarnated.
But many of them have died, and Payasi has not heard from any of them. So he doubts reincarnation. Kassapa
replies that Payasi is foolish and evil, like a pregnant woman who cuts open her own belly to discover the sex
of her child before it is born. Virtuous people have a reason for their Earthly life that Payasi cannot understand
because he is foolish, Kassapa says. Finally, Payasi suggests a way to test the theory of dualism. They could
put a living man into a large jar and seal it with leather and cement, then put it in a fire so the man inside is
roasted. Then they could take the jar out of the fire and uncover the top to watch the soul escape. If no soul
escapes, then man has no soul. But this would prove nothing, says Kassapa, because souls are invisible.
Jainism The Jains replied to the Lokayata that if we are to reject testimony and inference because they
sometimes mislead, then we must also reject perception because it, too, can mislead. So the Jains accepted
inference assuming that the rules of correct reasoning are followed , and they accepted testimony when it came
from a reliable authority. For the Jains, it was through perception that we know of the material world. But we
also know the soul through inner perception, just as we perceive pain and pleasure by inner perception.
Through inference we know consciousness cannot be material, for without consciousness matter alone could
not be animated like living bodies are. And it was on the authority of all-knowing saints tirthankaras that the
Jains claimed knowledge of spiritual matters. The Jains held that there are souls in humans, animals, plants,
and even in dust particles perhaps an anticipation of microorganisms. Some souls are more conscious than
others. Dust particles may have only a sense of touch, while men and higher animals have touch, sight, taste,
smell, and hearing. But all souls are capable of consciousness. Unfortunately, the desires of souls attract tiny
bits of matter that weigh them down. Only by removing its desires can a soul free itself from the bondage of
matter and achieve happiness. What can free a soul from its desires? Right conduct consisted of abstinence
from injury to life, from lying, from stealing, from sensual indulgence, and from attachment to earthly objects.
When liberated from its desires, the soul may attain infinite knowledge, power, and bliss. This is the state
achieved by the Jaina saints of the past, who led the way for others. Though all Indian darshana stressed
non-violence ahimsa , this doctrine was most important to the Jains. Thus, the most radical Jaina might wear a
mask to avoid inhaling gnats â€” not to avoid tasting a gnat but to avoid harming one. It was from the Jains
that Gandhi inherited his insistence on non-violence, and from the Jains that many Hindu systems inherited
vegetarianism. Jains believed that Jainism had always existed, but the earliest historical figures to whom we
can ascribe a Jaina philosophy are Mahavira 6th century B. Jainism was an atheistic view, like Lokayata and
Buddhism. As with Buddhism and the Hindu philosophies below, Jainism branched into an immense variety
of religious worldviews, but in this short book we are only concerned with its ancient philosophical thought.
Along with Muhammad, Jesus and Confucius, the Buddha became one of the most influential thinkers of all
time without writing any texts. Instead, his sayings and doctrines were compiled later by his disciples, who
unfortunately disagreed with each other on some points, and thus it is difficult to reconstruct the views of the
historical Buddha. According to legend, Siddhartha was a prince who became dissatisfied with his life of
luxury when he realized that every life eventually succumbs to sickness and death. After observing the joy of a
compassionate monk, he renounced his princely life to seek a higher purpose. Finally, he achieved
enlightenment under a bodhi-tree, and set out to teach what he had learned.
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Introduction Knowledge Traditionally, the term "philosophy" referred to any body of knowledge. Natural
philosophy "physics" was the study of the physical world physis, lit: Natural philosophy has split into the
various natural sciences, especially astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology, and cosmology. Moral philosophy
has birthed the social sciences, but still includes value theory including aesthetics, ethics, political philosophy,
etc. Metaphysical philosophy has birthed formal sciences such as logic, mathematics and philosophy of
science, but still includes epistemology, cosmology and others. Philosophical progress Many philosophical
debates that began in ancient times are still debated today. Colin McGinn and others claim that no
philosophical progress has occurred during that interval. In that sense, all cultures and literate societies ask
philosophical questions such as "how are we to live" and "what is the nature of reality". A broad and impartial
conception of philosophy then, finds a reasoned inquiry into such matters as reality, morality and life in all
world civilizations. Socrates was a very influential philosopher, who insisted that he possessed no wisdom but
was a pursuer of wisdom. The Ancient era was dominated by Greek philosophical schools which arose out of
the various pupils of Socrates, such as Plato , who founded the Platonic Academy and his student Aristotle ,
[35] founding the Peripatetic school , who were both extremely influential in Western tradition. Important
topics covered by the Greeks included metaphysics with competing theories such as atomism and monism ,
cosmology , the nature of the well-lived life eudaimonia , the possibility of knowledge and the nature of
reason logos. With the rise of the Roman empire , Greek philosophy was also increasingly discussed in Latin
by Romans such as Cicero and Seneca. Medieval philosophy 5th â€” 16th century is the period following the
fall of the Western Roman Empire and was dominated by the rise of Christianity and hence reflects
Judeo-Christian theological concerns as well as retaining a continuity with Greco-Roman thought. Problems
such as the existence and nature of God , the nature of faith and reason, metaphysics, the problem of evil were
discussed in this period. Some key Medieval thinkers include St. Philosophy for these thinkers was viewed as
an aid to Theology ancilla theologiae and hence they sought to align their philosophy with their interpretation
of sacred scripture. This period saw the development of Scholasticism , a text critical method developed in
medieval universities based on close reading and disputation on key texts. The Renaissance period saw
increasing focus on classic Greco-Roman thought and on a robust Humanism. The 20th century saw the split
between Analytic philosophy and Continental philosophy , as well as philosophical trends such as
Phenomenology , Existentialism , Logical Positivism , Pragmatism and the Linguistic turn. Middle Eastern
philosophy See also: Islamic philosophy and Middle Eastern philosophy The regions of the fertile Crescent ,
Iran and Arabia are home to the earliest known philosophical Wisdom literature and is today mostly
dominated by Islamic culture. Early wisdom literature from the fertile crescent was a genre which sought to
instruct people on ethical action, practical living and virtue through stories and proverbs. Babylonian
astronomy also included much philosophical speculations about cosmology which may have influenced the
Ancient Greeks. Jewish philosophy and Christian philosophy are religio-philosophical traditions that
developed both in the Middle East and in Europe, which both share certain early Judaic texts mainly the
Tanakh and monotheistic beliefs. Later Jewish philosophy came under strong Western intellectual influences
and includes the works of Moses Mendelssohn who ushered in the Haskalah the Jewish Enlightenment ,
Jewish existentialism and Reform Judaism. Pre-Islamic Iranian philosophy begins with the work of Zoroaster ,
one of the first promoters of monotheism and of the dualism between good and evil. This dualistic cosmogony
influenced later Iranian developments such as Manichaeism , Mazdakism , and Zurvanism. After the Muslim
conquests , Early Islamic philosophy developed the Greek philosophical traditions in new innovative
directions. This Islamic Golden Age influenced European intellectual developments. The two main currents of
early Islamic thought are Kalam which focuses on Islamic theology and Falsafa which was based on
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Aristotelianism and Neoplatonism. The work of Aristotle was very influential among the falsafa such as
al-Kindi 9th century , Avicenna â€” June and Averroes 12th century. Others such as Al-Ghazali were highly
critical of the methods of the Aristotelian falsafa. Islamic thinkers also developed a scientific method ,
experimental medicine, a theory of optics and a legal philosophy. Ibn Khaldun was an influential thinker in
philosophy of history. In Iran several schools of Islamic philosophy continued to flourish after the Golden Age
and include currents such as Illuminationist philosophy , Sufi philosophy , and Transcendent theosophy. The
19th- and 20th-century Arab world saw the Nahda awakening or renaissance movement which influenced
contemporary Islamic philosophy. Indian philosophy Main articles: Eastern philosophy and Indian philosophy
Indian philosophy Sanskrit: Buddhist philosophy begins with the thought of Gautama Buddha fl. The Buddhist
philosophy is traditionally classified into four schools, states Karl Potter â€” the editor of The Encyclopedia of
Indian Philosophies. They contributed to the two major surviving traditions of Buddhism, the Mahayana and
the Theravada. Buddhist philosophy incorporates epistemology, metaphysics, ethics and psychology to end
rebirth and associated dukkha. Mahayana philosophers such as Nagarjuna and Vasubandhu developed the
theories of Shunyata emptiness of all phenomena and Vijnapti-matra appearance only , a form of
phenomenology or transcendental idealism. After the disappearance of Buddhism from India, these
philosophical traditions continued to develop in the Tibetan Buddhist , East Asian Buddhist and Theravada
Buddhist traditions. They represent a "collection of philosophical views that share a textual connection",
according to Chadha. Hindu philosophers of the six schools developed systems of epistemology pramana and
investigated topics such as metaphysics, ethics, psychology guna , hermeneutics and soteriology within the
framework of the Vedic knowledge, while presenting a diverse collection of interpretations. Jain philosophy
Jain philosophy accepts the concept of a permanent soul jiva as one of the five astikayas, or eternal infinite
categories that make up the substance of existence. The other four being dharma, adharma, akasha space and
pudgala matter. The Jain thought separates matter from the soul completely. Digambara sky dressed, naked
and Svetambara white dressed , along with several more minor traditions such as Terapanthis. Digambara and
Svetambara, along with several more minor traditions such as Terapanthis. The Jain thought holds that all
existence is cyclic, eternal and uncreated. East Asian philosophical thought began in Ancient China , and
Chinese philosophy begins during the Western Zhou Dynasty and the following periods after its fall when the
" Hundred Schools of Thought " flourished 6th century to BCE. These philosophical traditions developed
metaphysical, political and ethical theories such Tao , Yin and yang , Ren and Li which, along with Chinese
Buddhism , directly influenced Korean philosophy , Vietnamese philosophy and Japanese philosophy which
also includes the native Shinto tradition. During later Chinese dynasties like the Ming Dynasty â€” as well as
in the Korean Joseon dynasty â€” a resurgent Neo-Confucianism led by thinkers such as Wang Yangming â€”
became the dominant school of thought, and was promoted by the imperial state. In the Modern era, Chinese
thinkers incorporated ideas from Western philosophy. Modern Japanese thought meanwhile developed under
strong Western influences such as the study of Western Sciences Rangaku and the modernist Meirokusha
intellectual society which drew from European enlightenment thought. The 20th century saw the rise of State
Shinto and also Japanese nationalism. The Kyoto School , an influential and unique Japanese philosophical
school developed from Western phenomenology and Medieval Japanese Buddhist philosophy such as that of
Dogen. African philosophy Main article: African philosophy African philosophy is philosophy produced by
African people , philosophy that presents African worldviews, ideas and themes, or philosophy that uses
distinct African philosophical methods. Modern African thought has been occupied with Ethnophilosophy ,
with defining the very meaning of African philosophy and its unique characteristics and what it means to be
African. Another early African philosopher was Anton Wilhelm Amo c. Contemporary African thought has
also seen the development of Professional philosophy and of Africana philosophy , the philosophical literature
of the African diaspora which includes currents such as black existentialism by African-Americans. Modern
African thinkers have been influenced by Marxism , African-American literature , Critical theory , Critical
race theory , Postcolonialism and Feminism. Indigenous American philosophy is the philosophy of the
Indigenous people of the Americas. There is a wide variety of beliefs and traditions among these different
American cultures. Among some of the Native Americans in the United States there is a belief in a
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metaphysical principle called the "Great Mystery" Siouan: Wakan Tanka , Algonquian: Another widely shared
concept was that of Orenda or "spiritual power". According to Peter M. Whiteley, for the Native Americans,
"Mind is critically informed by transcendental experience dreams, visions and so on as well as by reason.
Another feature of the indigenous American worldviews was their extension of ethics to non-human animals
and plants. The Aztec worldview posited the concept of an ultimate universal energy or force called Ometeotl
which can be translated as "Dual Cosmic Energy" and sought a way to live in balance with a constantly
changing, "slippery" world. The theory of Teotl can be seen as a form of Pantheism. Aztec ethics was focused
on seeking tlamatiliztli knowledge, wisdom which was based on moderation and balance in all actions as in
the Nahua proverb "the middle good is necessary". These groupings allow philosophers to focus on a set of
similar topics and interact with other thinkers who are interested in the same questions. The groupings also
make philosophy easier for students to approach. Students can learn the basic principles involved in one aspect
of the field without being overwhelmed with the entire set of philosophical theories. Various sources present
different categorical schemes. The categories adopted in this article aim for breadth and simplicity. These five
major branches can be separated into sub-branches and each sub-branch contains many specific fields of
study.
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Paperback This is one of the scholarly works of Surendranath Dasgupta. His work on Indian philosophy is
published in five volumes, and each volume is devoted to the study of the particular school of thought of
Indian Philosophy. In this volume, he focuses his study on the southern schools of Saivism, viz. This book
documents the ethical, mystical and philosophical ideas of the Southern Schools of Saivism. A brief summary
of the book is as follows: Sankara refers to a doctrine called Siddhanta written by the God Mahesvara. It states
that God, Lord Siva, also known as Pasupati, is both the instrumental and material cause of the world. In his
bhasya, Sankara refers to one particular system of Saivism. But Saiva Philosophy was widely known long
before eighth century A. The concept of Pasupati may have evolved at the earliest times of Indus Valley
Civilization. The statue of Siva sitting on a bull surrounded by snakes and other animals has been found in
pre-Vedic times, and ancient Indians worshipped the lord of pasus animals or Pasupati. Siva is also mentioned
in Vedas and Upanishads, especially Svetasvatara Upanishad, and also in Mahabharata and Puranas. Siva
Mahapurana refers to Saiva-Agama as the original instructions of Lord Siva, but unfortunately these texts are
lost. Most writers of Saivism believed that Siva was the author of all Saiva literature which includes Agamas,
the earliest scriptures of Saivism. There is a list of 28 Sivacaryas in Vayaviya-samhita of the Siva
Mahapurana, which consists of , verses in seven sections and Siva is known to be its author. The gist of the
Agama teaching is that all individual souls are infected with the impurities of Maya or karma. These are
ultimately destroyed by the grace of God after being initiated into the worship of Siva. The Agama literature
strongly supports a highly moralistic life coupled with the worship Lord Siva. The doctrine of Pasupata-sutra
provides the spiritual and traditional practices in the worship of Siva. This text has some metaphysical
elements, but largely spiritual in nature. It is believed that Siva re-incarnated himself as Nakulisa and wrote
Pasupata text. In the bhasya of Pasupata-sutra, sage Kaundinya vividly describes the spiritual path of Saiva
life. Kaundinya is known to have written his bhasya of Pasupata anywhere between fourth and sixth century B.
Saiva philosophy of Srikantha is another subject widely discussed in this book. His ideas are expounded in the
commentary on Brahma-sutra and later by Appaya Dixita. Srikantha illuminated his views by the
interpretation of Brahma-sutra by accepting the supremacy of Upanishads, but he suggested that Lord Siva is
the personal form of Brahman. This is an exhaustive review of the Saiva literature and the author expounds the
interpretation of several scholars like Sankara, Srikantha and Appaya Dixita with respect to Brahma Sutra and
Lord Siva as the Supreme Personality Godhead. I found the discussion very fascinating and deeply engrossing.
One person found this helpful.
5: A History of Indian Philosophy
His work on Indian philosophy is published in five volumes, and each volume is devoted to the study of the particular
school of thought of Indian Philosophy. In this volume, he focuses his study on the southern schools of Saivism, viz.,
Saiva Siddhanta, Vira-Saivism, philosophy of Srikantha, and Saiva philosophy.
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study, originally published between and , Surendranath Dasgupta examines the principal schools of thought that define
Indian philosophy.
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read online). Of course, I would always recommend buying the book so you get the latest edition.
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