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1: History | The Episcopal Diocese of Virginia
History of the African Mission of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States: With Memoirs of Deceased
Missionaries, and Notices of Native Customs Paperback - June 4,

Colonial era[ edit ] St. The Episcopal Church has its origins in the Church of England in the American
colonies , and it stresses continuity with the early universal Western Church and claims to maintain apostolic
succession though the Catholic and Orthodox churches do not recognize this claim. The tower of Jamestown
Church c. The Jamestown church building itself is a modern reconstruction. On the eve of Revolution about
independent congregations were reported[ by whom? Bruton Parish Church in Colonial Williamsburg ,
established in The current building was completed in Revolutionary era[ edit ] Embracing the symbols of the
British presence in the American colonies, such as the monarchy, the episcopate, and even the language of the
Book of Common Prayer, the Church of England almost drove itself to extinction during the upheaval of the
American Revolution. While many Patriots were suspicious of Loyalism in the church, about three-quarters of
the signers of the Declaration of Independence were nominally Anglican laymen, including Thomas Jefferson
, William Paca , and George Wythe. Old North Church in Boston. Inspired by the work of Christopher Wren ,
it was completed in Of the approximately three hundred clergy in the Church of England in America between
and , over 80 percent in New England, New York, and New Jersey were loyalists. This is in contrast to the less
than 23 percent loyalist clergy in the four southern colonies. Anglican clergy were obliged to swear allegiance
to the king as well as to pray for the king, the royal family, and the British Parliament. Trinity Church in
Swedesboro, New Jersey. Originally serving a Church of Sweden congregation, it became an Episcopal church
in , when this building was completed. When the clergy of Connecticut elected Samuel Seabury as their
bishop in , he sought consecration in England. By , the church had succeeded in translating episcopacy to
America and in revising the Book of Common Prayer to reflect American political realities. Later, through the
efforts of Bishop Philander Chase â€” of Ohio, Americans successfully sought material assistance from
England for the purpose of training Episcopal clergy. The development of the Protestant Episcopal Church
provides an example of how Americans in the early republic maintained important cultural ties with England.
Thus there are two branches of Apostolic succession for the American bishops: All bishops in the American
Church are ordained by at least three bishops. One can trace the succession of each back to Seabury, White
and Provoost. See Succession of Bishops of the Episcopal Church. The Episcopal Church was formally
separated from the Church of England in so that clergy would not be required to accept the supremacy of the
British monarch. A revised version of the Book of Common Prayer was written for the new church that same
year. Madison was consecrated in by the Archbishop of Canterbury and two other Church of England bishops.
He was the first bishop of the Episcopal Church ordained and consecrated in America and the fifth Bishop
consecrated for the Episcopal Church in the United States. The group lost its focus when Holly emigrated to
Haiti, but other groups followed after the Civil War. The current Union of Black Episcopalians traces its
history to the society. Episcopal missions chartered by African-Americans in this era were chartered as a
Colored Episcopal Mission. All other missions white were chartered as an Organized Episcopal Mission.
Many historically Black parishes are still in existence to date. The church building was completed in The
Secession Convention of Southern Churches was held here in However, in the North the separation was never
officially recognized. By May 16, , the southern dioceses had rejoined the national church. Bishop Ferguson
was consecrated on June 24, , with the then-Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church acting as a consecrator.
During the Gilded Age , highly prominent laity such as banker J. Morgan , industrialist Henry Ford , and art
collector Isabella Stewart Gardner played a central role in shaping a distinctive upper class Episcopalian ethos,
especially with regard to preserving the arts and history. These philanthropists propelled the Episcopal Church
into a quasi-national position of importance while at the same time giving the church a central role in the
cultural transformation of the country. It was during this period that the Book of Common Prayer was revised,
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first in and later in Era of change â€”s [ edit ] At the General Convention, a coalition of liberal church
members succeeded in passing a resolution recognizing "the natural dignity and value of every man, of
whatever color or race, as created in the image of God". It called on Episcopalians "to work together, in
charity and forbearance, towards the establishment Opposition from southern church leaders prevented the
Episcopal Church from taking a strong stand on civil rights prior to One prominent opponent of the
movement was Charles C. Carpenter , the bishop of Alabama. That year, Presiding Bishop Arthur
Lichtenberger wrote a pastoral letter urging Christians to work "across lines of racial separation, in a common
struggle for justice", and the House of Bishops endorsed civil rights legislation. The GCSP also drew
opposition from the recently formed Foundation for Christian Theology, a conservative organization opposed
to "involv[ing] the Church in the social, political, and economic activities of our times". The tension between
liberal and conservative constituencies in the church erupted during the Special General Convention of The
convention was disrupted by black militants who demanded that the Episcopal Church hear their concerns.
When white deputies objected to allowing the militants a hearing, African-American deputies walked out of
the convention. During this time period, African-American clergy organized the Union of Black Episcopalians
to achieve full inclusion of African Americans at all levels of the Episcopal Church [37] The liberal policies of
Presiding Bishop Hines and the General Conventions of and led to a conservative reaction. Facing declining
membership and a one million dollar budget cut, the Special Program became an easy target for conservatives,
who succeeded in drastically reducing the financial support for the program in It was finally ended in with
little protest. A year later, Hines was succeeded by John M. Allin , the bishop of Mississippi and a
conservative. The General Convention also passed a resolution calling for an end to apartheid in South Africa
and in called for "dioceses, institutions, and agencies" to create equal opportunity employment and affirmative
action policies to address any potential "racial inequities" in clergy placement. In January , the Anglican
Primates Meeting at Canterbury decided that in response to the "distance" caused by what it called "unilateral
action on matters of doctrine without catholic unity", "for a period of three years, The Episcopal Church
[would neither] represent [the Communion] on ecumenical and interfaith bodiesâ€¦ [nor] take part in decision
making on any issues pertaining to doctrine or polity. This version was adopted as the official prayer book in
after an initial three-year trial use. Several conservative parishes, however, continued to use the version.
Ordination of women[ edit ] On July 29, , a group of women known as the Philadelphia Eleven were
irregularly ordained as priests in the Episcopal Church by bishops Daniel Corrigan, Robert L. DeWitt, and
Edward R. Welles, assisted by Antonio Ramos. The first women were canonically ordained to the priesthood
in The first woman to become a bishop, Barbara Harris , was consecrated on February 11, In , the General
Convention affirmed that there was value in the theological position that women should not be ordained. In ,
however, the General Convention then determined that "the canons regarding the ordination, licensing, and
deployment of women are mandatory" and required noncompliant dioceses to issue status reports on their
progress towards full compliance. She is the first and, currently, the only woman to become a primate in the
Anglican Communion. San Joaquin , Quincy , and Fort Worth. Following the departures of their conservative
majorities, all three dioceses now ordain women. With the October 16, , ordination of Margaret Lee, in the
Peoria-based Diocese of Quincy, Illinois, women have been ordained as priests in all dioceses of the Episcopal
Church in the United States. The first openly gay person ordained as a priest was Ellen Barrett in In , the
General Convention charged the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to develop theological and
liturgical resources for same-sex blessings and report back to the General Convention in It also gave bishops
an option to provide "generous pastoral support", especially where civil authorities have legalized
same-gender marriage, civil unions, or domestic partnerships. Episcopal Church from key positions in their
global fellowship in response to the Church changing its canons on marriage. Gene Robinson, some members
of a number of congregations and six dioceses left the Episcopal Church. Established in , the diocese was one
of the nine original dioceses of the Episcopal Church. Circuit Court Judge Diane Goodstein ruled that the
conservative diocese and its parishes are "the owners of their real, personal and intellectual property" and that
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the national church has no legal interest in the properties. The majority of members are in the United States,
where the Church has 1,, members, a decrease of 27, persons Outside of the U. Attendance took an even
steeper hit, with the average number of Sunday worshipers dropping from , in to , in , a decline of 53, persons
in the pews, down 8. Congregations dropped to 6, In , there were , children in Episcopal Sunday School
programs. By , the number had declined to , This means that the church is organized into dioceses led by
bishops in consultation with representative bodies. It is a unitary body.
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2: CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA: Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States
The Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America (PECUSA) and "The Episcopal Church" (TEC) are
both official names specified in the church's constitution. The latter is much more commonly used.

Official names Flag of the Episcopal Church There are two official names of the Episcopal Church specified
in its constitution: After , alternative names were regularly proposed and rejected by the General Convention.
A commonly proposed alternative was "the American Catholic Church". By the s, opposition to dropping the
word "Protestant" had largely subsided. Since several other churches in the Anglican Communion also use the
name "Episcopal", some, for example Anglicans Online , add the phrase "in the United States of America".
Likewise, a member is not called an Episcopal, like a Methodist is a member of a Methodist church.
Episcopalian is a noun; Episcopal is an adjective. The membership of the corporation "shall be considered as
comprehending all persons who are members of the Church". It is the oldest Anglican church building to have
survived largely intact in North America. The Episcopal Church has its origins in the Church of England in the
American colonies , and it stresses continuity with the early universal Western Church and claims to maintain
apostolic succession though the Catholic and Orthodox churches do not recognize this. The circa â€”43 tower
of Jamestown Church is one of the oldest surviving Anglican church structures in the United States. The
church itself is a modern reconstruction. On the eve of Revolution about independent congregations were
reported throughout the colonies. Bruton Parish Church in Colonial Williamsburg , established in The current
building was completed in Revolutionary era Embracing the symbols of the British presence in the American
colonies, such as the monarchy, the episcopate, and even the language of the Book of Common Prayer, the
Church of England almost drove itself to extinction during the upheaval of the American Revolution. While
many Patriots were suspicious of Loyalism in the church, about three-quarters of the signers of the Declaration
of Independence were nominally Anglican laymen, including Thomas Jefferson , William Paca , and George
Wythe. Old North Church in Boston. Inspired by the work of Christopher Wren , it was completed in Of the
approximately three hundred clergy in the Church of England in America between and , over 80 percent in
New England, New York, and New Jersey were loyalists. This is in contrast to the less than 23 percent loyalist
clergy in the four southern colonies. Anglican clergy were obliged to swear allegiance to the king as well as to
pray for the king, the royal family, and the British Parliament. Trinity Church in Swedesboro, New Jersey.
Originally serving a Church of Sweden congregation, it became an Episcopal church in , when this building
was completed. When the clergy of Connecticut elected Samuel Seabury as their bishop in , he sought
consecration in England. By , the church had succeeded in translating episcopacy to America and in revising
the Book of Common Prayer to reflect American political realities. Later, through the efforts of Bishop
Philander Chase â€” of Ohio, Americans successfully sought material assistance from England for the purpose
of training Episcopal clergy. The development of the Protestant Episcopal Church provides an example of how
Americans in the early republic maintained important cultural ties with England. Thus there are two branches
of Apostolic succession for the American bishops: All bishops in the American Church are ordained by at
least three bishops. One can trace the succession of each back to Seabury, White and Provoost. See Succession
of Bishops of the Episcopal Church. The Episcopal Church was formally separated from the Church of
England in so that clergy would not be required to accept the supremacy of the British monarch. A revised
version of the Book of Common Prayer was written for the new church that same year. Madison was
consecrated in by the Archbishop of Canterbury and two other Church of England bishops. He was the first
bishop of the Episcopal Church ordained and consecrated in America and the fifth Bishop consecrated for the
Episcopal Church in the United States. The group lost its focus when Holly emigrated to Haiti, but other
groups followed after the Civil War. The current Union of Black Episcopalians traces its history to the society.
Episcopal missions chartered by African-Americans in this era were chartered as a Colored Episcopal Mission.
All other missions white were chartered as an Organized Episcopal Mission. Many historically Black parishes
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are still in existence to date. The church building was completed in The Secession Convention of Southern
Churches was held here in However, in the North the separation was never officially recognized. By May 16,
, the southern dioceses had rejoined the national church. Bishop Ferguson was consecrated on June 24, , with
the then-Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church acting as a consecrator. During the Gilded Age , highly
prominent laity such as banker J. Morgan , industrialist Henry Ford , and art collector Isabella Stewart Gardner
played a central role in shaping a distinctive upper class Episcopalian ethos, especially with regard to
preserving the arts and history. These philanthropists propelled the Episcopal Church into a quasi-national
position of importance while at the same time giving the church a central role in the cultural transformation of
the country. It was during this period that the Book of Common Prayer was revised, first in and later in Era of
change â€”s At the General Convention, a coalition of liberal church members succeeded in passing a
resolution recognizing "the natural dignity and value of every man, of whatever color or race, as created in the
image of God". It called on Episcopalians "to work together, in charity and forbearance, towards the
establishment Opposition from southern church leaders prevented the Episcopal Church from taking a strong
stand on civil rights prior to One prominent opponent of the movement was Charles C. Carpenter, the bishop
of Alabama. That year, Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger wrote a pastoral letter urging Christians to
work "across lines of racial separation, in a common struggle for justice", and the House of Bishops endorsed
civil rights legislation. The GCSP also drew opposition from the recently formed Foundation for Christian
Theology, a conservative organization opposed to "involv[ing] the Church in the social, political, and
economic activities of our times". The tension between liberal and conservative constituencies in the church
erupted during the Special General Convention of The convention was disrupted by black militants who
demanded that the Episcopal Church hear their concerns. When white deputies objected to allowing the
militants a hearing, African-American deputies walked out of the convention. During this time period,
African-American clergy organized the Union of Black Episcopalians to achieve full inclusion of African
Americans at all levels of the Episcopal Church [38] The liberal policies of Presiding Bishop Hines and the
General Conventions of and led to a conservative reaction. Facing declining membership and a one million
dollar budget cut, the Special Program became an easy target for conservatives, who succeeded in drastically
reducing the financial support for the program in It was finally ended in with little protest. A year later, Hines
was succeeded by John M. Allin, the bishop of Mississippi and a conservative. In January , the Anglican
Primates Meeting at Canterbury decided that in response to the "distance" caused by what it called "unilateral
action on matters of doctrine without Catholic unity", "for a period of three years, The Episcopal Church
[would neither] represent [the Communion] on ecumenical and interfaith bodiesâ€¦ [nor] take part in decision
making on any issues pertaining to doctrine or polity. This version was adopted as the official prayer book in
after an initial three-year trial use. Several conservative parishes, however, continued to use the version. The
General Convention also passed a resolution calling for an end to apartheid in South Africa and in called for
"dioceses, institutions, and agencies" to create equal opportunity employment and affirmative action policies
to address any potential "racial inequities" in clergy placement. Ordination of women On July 29, , a group of
women known as the Philadelphia Eleven were irregularly ordained as priests in the Episcopal Church by
bishops Daniel Corrigan, Robert L. DeWitt, and Edward R. Welles, assisted by Antonio Ramos. The first
women were canonically ordained to the priesthood in The first woman to become a bishop, Barbara Harris ,
was consecrated on February 11, In , the General Convention affirmed that there was value in the theological
position that women should not be ordained. In , however, the General Convention then determined that "the
canons regarding the ordination, licensing, and deployment of women are mandatory" and required
noncompliant dioceses to issue status reports on their progress towards full compliance. She is the first and,
currently, the only woman to become a primate in the Anglican Communion. San Joaquin , Quincy , and Fort
Worth. Following the departures of their conservative majorities, all three dioceses now ordain women. With
the October 16, , ordination of Margaret Lee, in the Peoria-based Diocese of Quincy, Illinois, women have
been ordained as priests in all dioceses of the Episcopal Church in the United States. The first openly gay
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person ordained as a priest was Ellen Barrett in In , the General Convention charged the Standing
Commission on Liturgy and Music to develop theological and liturgical resources for same-sex blessings and
report back to the General Convention in It also gave bishops an option to provide "generous pastoral
support", especially where civil authorities have legalized same-gender marriage, civil unions, or domestic
partnerships. Episcopal Church from key positions in their global fellowship because the church permits its
clergy to officiate at same-sex weddings. Established in , the diocese was one of the nine original dioceses of
the Episcopal Church. Church property disputes In a letter to the House of Bishops during summer , Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori instructed local dioceses not to sell parish property to departing groups.
Circuit Court Judge Diane Goodstein ruled that the conservative diocese and its parishes are "the owners of
their real, personal and intellectual property" and that the national church has no legal interest in the
properties. The majority of members are in the United States, where the Church has 1,, members, a decrease of
27, persons Outside of the U. Attendance took an even steeper hit, with the average number of Sunday
worshipers dropping from , in to , in , a decline of 23, persons in the pews, down 3. Congregations are dropped
to 6, In , there were , children in Episcopal Sunday School programs. By , the number had declined to , This
means that the church is organized into dioceses led by bishops in consultation with representative bodies. It is
a unitary body , in that the power of the General Convention is not limited by the individual dioceses. The
church has, however, a highly decentralized structure and characteristics of a confederation. Subject to the
approval of its diocesan bishop , the vestry of each parish elects a priest , called the rector , who has spiritual
jurisdiction in the parish and selects assistant clergy, both deacons and priests. There is a difference between
vestry and clergy elections â€” clergy are ordained members usually selected from outside the parish, whereas
any member in good standing of a parish is eligible to serve on the vestry. The diocesan bishop, however,
appoints the clergy for all missions and may choose to do so for non-self-supporting parishes.
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3: Mary Carver Affair - Wikipedia
The history of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America has its origins in the Church of England, a church
which stresses its continuity with the ancient Western church and claims to maintain apostolic succession.

On the day after the Colony of Virginia declared its independence from England, the Virginia Convention
which governed both the Commonwealth and the Church of Virginia, ordered that prayers for the King and
Realm of England be removed from its Book of Common Prayer. Most of the clergy took oaths of allegiance
to the new Commonwealth, and a significant number of them bore arms in the Revolution, whose great
Virginia leaders were parishioners of the Church of Virginia. Only Connecticut , New York and Pennsylvania
preceded Virginia in securing the consecration of a bishop. The Diocese of Virginia is proud to be the direct
descendant of the first Anglican parish in what is now the United States of America. The Diocese of Virginia
was organized in May and was one of the nine dioceses represented at the first General Convention in
September which brought together the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. Today,
the Diocese of Virginia is the largest in the Episcopal Church and includes 38 counties in central and northern
Virginia. This building, which underwent an elegant restoration in , was left to the Diocese by the heirs of
Peter Mayo, a wealthy 19th century tobacco merchant. The Diocese also maintains an office in Northern
Virginia. Post-Revolution and Re-establishment of the Church of Virginia When the Church of Virginia, in
which a bishop had never set foot, was disestablished beginning in , it was at one stroke left without a
governing body and a means of support. Taxes had supported it during its years of establishment, and
Virginians, therefore, had never learned to support their Church voluntarily. Although the Protestant Episcopal
Church in Virginia was allowed to organize itself in , its incorporation was not permitted because the new
General Assembly feared the return of an established church. A parish was administered by a vestry that was
elected by the freeholders in a parish. For the first Convention in , each parish, through its vestry, was to
choose two deputies, one of which was to be the ordained minister of the parish, if there was one. If not, the
second deputy could be a layman. Ordination was not enough to entitle a clergyman to a seat in Convention.
He had to hold a parish. It is generally considered that in , at the onset of the Revolution, there were 98
geographical parishes in the established Church of Virginia. The new Virginia Legislature added at least six
more by , bringing the total to Many parishes had within them more than one church building and, in some
cases, there were several. During the week of May in , although 35 parishes were unrepresented, 71 laymen
and 36 clergymen representing 69 parishes came to Richmond for the first Convention. Only 29 parishes were
represented by both a layman and a clergyman. The Convention met at Henrico St. In an address in , the Rev.
Not only did they outnumber the clergy nearly two to one, but they far outweighed them in ability and
legislative experience. No convention or council since has enrolled so many distinguished names or numbered
so many statesmen of the first rank in the Commonwealth. Twenty of its members held seats as members of
the State Legislature, including the speaker of both the Senate and the House. Nine had sat in the convention
of , and had aided in formulating the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the State. Four became governors,
four members of Congress and three adorned the bench of the highest state courts, while two sat in the
convention which framed the Constitution of the United States. One was a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, and one was to hold two portfolios in the Cabinet of the first President. Its primary business
was to frame and adopt a set of canons which it called "Rules and Regulations. Michael" in the following
September. David Griffith of Fairfax Parish and the Rev. Page, Lee and Griffith have descendants active in
diocesan life today. The early canons of the Diocese reflected a post-revolutionary spirit of caution. Strict
limits were set on the authority of the bishop, who was permitted only to ordain, confirm, and to "take
precedence in ecclesiastical assemblies. A bishop, indeed, was to have no authority over the parishes of the
Diocese and was, himself, "to do the duty of a parish minister," except when called upon to exercise a
particular function of his episcopal ministry. The laity,in the form of the vestries, was firmly and happily in
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control of church life. In , the Rev. He was unable to raise sufficient funds, however, to finance a trip to
England with William White of Pennsylvania and Samuel Provoost of New York for episcopal consecration.
In , he resigned his election in disappointment and died the same year at the age of His vast diocese included
not only what is today the Commonwealth of Virginia, but also West Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois and parts of
the states north of the Ohio River. His duties at the college and his parochial ministry permitted him to make
long-distance episcopal visitations only during the summer months. Claggett, the first Bishop of Maryland.
Bishop Seabury never participated in another episcopal consecration. A man of tremendous ability, talent and
intellect, Bishop Madison was given the impossible task of two diverse forms of service to the people of his
day, more than any one man could fulfill. Although he was diligent in ordaining as many men as any other
American bishop, Bishop Madison could not prevent the number of parishes in the diocese from declining
from a pre-revolutionary 98 to fewer than In addition to the lack of financial support and a uniform means for
educating those preparing for ordination, priests who had been driven out of the more closely governed
dioceses of New England took Virginia parishes and contributed to the overall decline. Attendance at
Conventions declined, and between and , it was possible to muster a quorum only twice. The influence of the
Presbyterians, the Baptists and eventually, the Methodists grew as the Episcopal Church waned. Furthermore,
as the parish ministers incumbent at the time of the disestablishment died, and as parishes became vacant to
clergy, the glebes were seized by counties and used as poor houses. The church plate and bells were sold at
auction to finance the Overseers of the Poor, completing the disestablishment and ending an important
responsibility of the Church of Virginia. When Bishop Madison died in , after many years of failing health,
only 40 parishes still survived, clergy had been deprived of their livelihoods and church buildings stood
abandoned in all parts of the Commonwealth. The outlook was grim. John Bracken, rector of Bruton Parish,
was elected second Bishop of Virginia in that year, but was opposed by several persons, including the Rev. He
resigned his election and died in A man of strongly Protestant and evangelical outlook, Bishop Moore was a
gifted and eloquent preacher. There is a story about a congregation that listened spellbound to one of his long,
19th century-style sermons, and when it was over, demanded that he preach another. When that homily ended,
they called for another. After the third sermon with supper time near, Moore declared that he had preached
enough! An able and tireless leader, as well as a great preacher, Bishop Moore crossed and re-crossed the
Commonwealth, reviving parishes, replacing the reprobate priests who had come in during the early years of
the century, and building up the financial support of the Church. Bishop Meade was a prolific writer of letters,
prayers, devotional guides, and of historical articles that were later collected in Old Churches and Families of
Virginia. Historians and genealogists owe Bishop Meade a great debt for collecting and depositing many of
the colonial parish registers and vestry-books with Virginia Theological Seminary. By the time Bishop Meade
became third Bishop of Virginia in , he was himself in ill health and another assistant bishop was chosen, the
Rev. The Church in the Civil War and Post Civil War Eras In , the last convention of the Diocese was held and
Virginia joined the other secessionist states in forming a General Council to replace the General Convention of
the Church and renamed the annual diocesan meeting a "council. Virginia, however, continues to call its
annual diocesan meeting a Council. Francis McNeece Whittle, D. His early episcopate, of necessity, was
colored by the horrible aftermath of the war. Under his leadership, many of the churches that had been
damaged or desecrated were revived and a new era of church-building began. With his consent, the Diocese of
West Virginia was carved out of Virginia in , and the Diocese of Southern Virginia in , with the understanding
that a further division of Southern Virginia would take place, as it did in , when the Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia was organized. In , the Rt. Alfred Magill Randolph, D. Bishop Newton had been a physician for 11
years prior to entering the ordained ministry. His episcopate lasted only three years before he died of a heart
ailment in Bishop Whittle, fifth Bishop of Virginia, exercised a visionary ministry. He began new work in the
isolated mountains of Virginia; helped to establish the Bishop Payne Divinity School in to educate young
black men for the ordained ministry; and aided in the establishment of St. Bishop Whittle sent some of his best
clergy to establish the Church in Brazil and to serve there as missionaries. It was during his episcopate that the
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Lenten mite box offering for mission was begun in Virginia before its introduction to other parts of the
Episcopal Church. But for all his fundamental strengths and accomplishments, Bishop Whittle died
considering himself a failure because he could not prevent the liturgical revisions and architectural changes
stemming from the Oxford Movement from spreading throughout Virginia. Nevertheless, the clergy and laity
loved him to the end even when they disagreed with him. After five years as bishop coadjutor, the Rt. Robert
Atkinson Gibson served as the sixth Bishop from until his death in Under his guidance, the Blue Ridge
archdeaconry was established and many mountain schools, churches and chapels were built, as the pastoral
ministry of the Episcopal Church reached into many isolated areas. The altar at Shrine Mont is a memorial to
his ministry and a testimony to the great love that his people had for him. In the Rev. Arthur Selden Lloyd was
consecrated Bishop Coadjutor, having previously declined four episcopal elections in other dioceses. Bishop
Lloyd served only 14 months before he resigned to assume the Presidency of the Board of Missions of the
Episcopal Church, an organization that he had earlier served as secretary. Though some of his seminary
professors had thought him a weak candidate for the ordained ministry, Bishop Lloyd found himself elected to
episcopal office no less than six times. William Cabell Brown was consecrated Bishop Coadjutor in after
serving as a Brazilian missionary for 23 years. During that time, he had translated the Book of Common
Prayer into Portuguese and collaborated on the translation of the Holy Scriptures. Bishop Brown was the
founder and a guiding force in the growth and support of the Church Schools system in Virginia. Bishop
Brown organized the diocesan offices and served with distinction in several national capacities. After a
relatively brief period as diocesan bishop, while on his first vacation in 13 years provided to him and Mrs.
Brown by people of the diocese , Bishop Brown died suddenly in London in Bishop Brown was succeeded by
the Rt. George Tucker, eighth Bishop of Virginia. Bishop Tucker had been a missionary in Japan and served
as Bishop of Osaka from , when he returned to Virginia to teach at Virginia Seminary. In , Bishop Tucker
became 19th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, an office he filled with great humility and distinction
until his retirement in At the end of , Bishop Tucker resigned from the office of Bishop of Virginia after the
General Convention determined that the office of Presiding Bishop demanded the full efforts of its incumbent.
Bishop Tucker was the last Presiding Bishop to serve simultaneously as a diocesan and first Presiding Bishop
to serve full time.
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4: HISTORY â€“ Fifth Episcopal District African Methodist Episcopal Church
Full text of "History of the African mission of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, with memoirs of
deceased missionaries, and notices of native customs".

There were members of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States of America in Mexican Texas ,
but because the laws under which they had been granted land demanded allegiance to the Catholic Church ,
they could not practice their faith openly. During the Texas Revolution Rev. Richard Salmon of New York
state headed a colony of Episcopal people who intended to settle on lands that Salmon believed to have been
granted to him, but the land grant was found to be spurious. Salmon established schools at Brazoria and
Houston, but was not accepted as an Episcopal clergyman by the members of the church there. Chester Newell
, another Episcopal clergyman, moved to Texas and taught school at Velasco. Both Salmon and Newell
applied to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Episcopal Church for appointment as foreign
missionaries but were not accepted. In two clergymen were invited to open schools in the new Republic of
Texas and had promise of full support from teaching. Caleb Smith Ives conducted the first service in
Matagorda at Christmas and reported the organization of the first Episcopal church in Texas, Christ Church,
Matagorda, on January 27, Chapman began holding services at Houston, Galveston, Velasco, and Quintana.
Christ Church, Houston, was organized on March 16, Episcopal oversight for the Texas mission was provided
when Rev. Leonidas Polk of Tennessee was elected missionary bishop of the Southwest in ; Polk visited the
missionary stations in May He reported that a resident bishop was needed. Chapman remained in Texas only
seven months and was replaced by Rev. Charles Gillette , was appointed to Houston. He was asked to solicit
money to restore the Galveston building before journeying to Texas, and in this he succeeded. In Houston, the
Christ Church congregation purchased the land on which the present cathedral is located and moved an unused
school building on it to serve as church and school until funds were available to build a church. Christ Church,
Matagorda, meanwhile, had put up a ready-cut church that Ives purchased with funds he had solicited in the
eastern United States; the building was shipped to Matagorda in pieces. It has been blown down by hurricanes
several times and as often rebuilt on the same plan. Christ Church is the mother church of Texas
Episcopalians. At the General Convention of Rev. George Washington Freeman of Delaware was elected
missionary bishop of the Southwest, with provisional care over the church in the Republic of Texas. Other
congregations were organized, and Gillette founded St. He used candidates for the ministry as tutors while he
instructed them for ordination. Although the school was short-lived, many of the students became missionaries
throughout Texas. On October 13, , Rev. Alexander Greggqv, rector of St. So great was the growth that the
diocese petitioned the General Convention of to separate out a missionary area. In two missionary areas were
provided. The Diocese of Texas was limited in area to the fifty-seven counties of Southeast Texas, while
North and West Texas were made missionary districts. After the separation of the two missionary districts, the
Diocese of Texas prospered. George Herbert Kinsolving of Philadelphia became the second bishop of Texas.
Grace Hall was built as a home for girls attending the university, and included provision for instruction in
subjects not offered at the university. Kinsolving also emphasized missionary work and traveled over the
diocese. Clinton Simon Quin was elected coadjutor bishop. He was the first to employ summer youth camps,
and he promoted youth groups in all congregations in the diocese. Bishop Kinsolving died in September , after
which Quin became the third bishop of Texas. The outbreak of World War II , which brought the
establishment or enlargement of numerous military facilities, increased the work load for Bishop Quin, and in
Rev. In Hines became the fourth bishop of Texas. He made his headquarters in Austin. During this time St.
The debt of the diocese became threatening to the progress of missionary work during this time of social
unrest, in which racial barriers were removed in the diocese. Richardson set his priorities to include payment
of the debts of the diocese and its institutions, which he accomplished well before his death in When he died,
Rev. Maurice Manuel Benitez, rector of St. John the Divine Church in Houston, became sixth bishop of Texas.
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In the Episcopal Diocese of Texas had a clergy staff of , parish churches, 52 mission congregations, and 76,
baptized members; it was numerically one of the largest dioceses in the Episcopal Church in the United States,
and it is one of the largest contributors to the missionary and social work of that church. In the Diocese of
Texas had congregations with a total membership of 74, and clergy numbering , 81 of whom were retired and
27 of whom were women. The Missionary District of Northern Texas was defined in as that area lying west of
the boundaries of Marion, Harrison, Gregg, and Smith Counties to the New Mexico line, and north to the
Oklahoma line, and following the northern boundary of Texas to the western boundary of Marion County. The
convention elected Rev. Alexander Charles Garrett to be the missionary bishop of northern Texas. The district
had four self-supporting parishes-at Cleburne, Dallas, Paris, and Sherman. By the district had enough strength
to become a diocese. The Diocese of Dallas was formed with twenty-one clergy, fourteen parishes,
twenty-nine missions, and 2, communicants. Harry Tunis Moore, Dean of St. In the Diocese of Dallas had
sixty-nine parishes and six missions, all served by eighty-five ministers. Another twenty-five licensed clergy
served in the diocese as chaplains, assistant clergy, and heads of schools. The estimated membership of the
diocese in was around 40, The missionary jurisdiction of Western Texas, set apart by the General Convention
of , was bounded on the east by the western boundaries of counties crossed by the Colorado River Matagorda,
Wharton, Colorado, Fayette, Bastrop, and Travis , on the north by the northern county lines of Caldwell,
Blanco, Llano, San Saba, McCulloch, Concho, Tom Green, and El Paso counties as then constituted, on the
southwest along the Rio Grande to the Gulf, then northeast along the coast to the western boundary of
Matagorda County. Most of the territory west of San Antonio was Indian country, traveled only with armed
escort. Indianola and Port Lavaca were seaports from which goods were transported inland, mostly by
wagontrain. At Corpus Christi and Rockport were the only other churches along the Gulf Coast except for that
in distant and isolated Brownsville. Westward, El Paso was separated from all the rest by deserts and
mountains, with only a few army posts in between. Army chaplains assigned to some posts kept the witness of
the church alive in their environs. Robert Woodward Barnwell Elliott , rector of St. After his consecration in
Atlanta, he made San Antonio his headquarters and named St. Three additional churches were founded in San
Antonio: Great effort was devoted to education. Because Seguin had no public school, by popular demand a
day school for boys, St. To succeed Elliott the General Convention elected Rev. He took hold of the
still-pioneer work with a will, and was as energetic a traveler as his predecessor in visiting the scattered
members of the West Texas congregations. A new work with African Americans was begun in , when a group
from a black Protestant congregation applied to Johnston to take them under his care. The convocation of that
year admitted them under the name St. The bishop also sponsored a school to teach industrial arts to girls on
the premises; this institution later became St. The district became the Diocese of West Texas in , and Johnston
became its first bishop. The strength of the diocese was heavily concentrated in San Antonio. In , when the
Missionary District of Northern Texas was being planned, West Texas offered to cede eleven counties to the
new jurisdiction: The General Convention accepted the offer. In the San Angelo congregation petitioned to be
added to Northern Texas, and Tom Green and Irion counties were ceded to that missionary district. He was
consecrated at the diocesan council in San Antonio. Bishop Johnston turned over the administration of the
diocese to Capers immediately and announced his intention to resign at the coming general convention. Capers
placed the affairs of the diocese on a businesslike basis. He had an office with a secretary, an amenity his
predecessors never had, and turned over much of the routine business to an archdeacon. Military installations
that sprang up in the diocese during World War I , and the development of the Winter Garden Region and the
citrus fruit culture of the Rio Grande valley stimulated church development. By there were twenty-six military
facilities in the diocese, including the Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi. Capers carried on a vigorous program
of missionary advance, at the same time ministering to the physical and spiritual well-being of his clergy. In
Everett Jones was consecrated bishop. The educational work of the diocese was strengthened under Bishop
Jones. Texas Military Instituteqv, once lost to the diocese under its former name, came back under diocesan
ownership. Gosnell, rector of St. He was succeeded in by the Right Rev. Edward Arthur Temple , rector of St.
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Eugene Cecil Seamanqv to be archdeacon of the southern area of the district. Seaman received the gift of a
motorcycle, and went about his rounds at a great rate. In he succeeded Temple as missionary bishop. George
Henry Quarterman, rector of St. Under Quarterman the district determined to become a diocese and raised a
fund of half a million dollars for endowment. The district became the Diocese of Northwest Texas in , with
Quarterman as its first bishop. He continued his vigorous ministry until his retirement in
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Establishment[ edit ] The establishment of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society DFMS by the
General Convention of the Episcopal Church initially combined the voluntary and centralized modes of
missionary support, for it was an official organ of the church, but members paid voluntary dues. In an address
of great power, he argued "that by the original constitution of Christ , the Church as the Church, was the one
great Missionary Society; and the Apostles, and the Bishops, their successors, his perpetual trustees; and this
great trust could not, and should never be divided or deputed. Thus, the argument ran, mission could not be
delegated to one part of the Church, still less to the purely voluntary inclinations of some of its members.
Instead it must be embraced by the whole church and expressed through the missionary activity of each of its
baptized members. Reinforcing also the contemporary recognition that local and global concerns are
inter-related and equally important, the DFMS constitution declared the unity of the mission field: For the
guidance of the Committees [for Domestic Missions and for Foreign Missions] it is declared that the
missionary field is always to be regarded as one, THE WORLD â€” the terms domestic and foreign being
understood as terms of locality adopted for convenience. Domestic missions are those established within the
United States, and foreign missions are those established without. Duty[ edit ] Creating the office of
Missionary Bishop , a senior ordained clergyman sent to establish the church in a particular area, was the third
major contribution of the General Convention. Laying the theological foundation of this innovation, Doane
declared that a missionary bishop. As a voluntary society, the Church Missionary Society in the Church of
England, by contrast, believed that the episcopate should be the culmination, not the foundation, of church
growth and that, in any case, the first bishop should be an indigenous Christian, not a missionary. Jackson
Kemper now commemorated in the Episcopal calendar on 24 May was consecrated at convention as the first
missionary bishop, and through his constant travels he laid the foundations of the Church in Missouri, Indiana,
Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska and Kansas. The Protestant Episcopal Mission had its headquarters in
Shanghai. He afterwards removed to Amoy, but in he was appointed to Shanghai, and made the missionary
bishop of China. Speedily, boarding and day schools were established, a medical hospital opened, and Dr.
Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky was set apart to prepare a new version of the Bible, in the Mandarin
dialect, which he completed in There was also in Shanghai a medical school for the training of native
physicians, surgeons and nurses, and a college for the training of native missionaries. There were other
stations at Wuchang , Hankow , Yantai , and Beijing , which, including those at Shanghai, in comprised
forty-three places of worship, ten missionaries, three medical agents, three lady agents, seventeen ordained
native ministers, three unordained helpers, and about five hundred communicants. Born a Lithuanian Jew ,
Shereschewsky studied to become a rabbi. While pursuing graduate work in Germany, however, he became
interested in Christianity through missionaries of the London Society for Promoting Christianity Amongst the
Jews, a voluntary ecumenical group. In he emigrated to the United States, where he studied for the
Presbyterian ministry before becoming an Episcopalian and graduating from the General Theological
Seminary in New York in Paralyzed by a stroke , he resigned his see in but over the next twenty years
completed, with the help of his wife, a translation of the Bible into Wenli classical Chinese , typing some 2,
pages with the middle finger of his partially crippled hand. It seemed very hard at first. But God knew best. He
kept me for the work for which I am best fitted. John Payne consecrated in as the first missionary bishop of
Liberia. First African American missionary bishop, Samuel Ferguson , consecrated in Mission work in Japan[
edit ] Main article: John Liggins and the Revd. Channing Moore Williams commemorated on 2 December was
consecrated missionary bishop of China and Japan in
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Before the American revolution The Church of England was planted permanently in Virginia in , at the
foundation of the Jamestown Colony. The attempt to found colonies had failed, and with it, of course, the
attempt to plant the English ecclesiastical institutions. During the colonial period the Church of England
achieved a quasi-establishment in Maryland and Virginia, and to a lesser extent in the other colonies, with the
exception of New England, where for many years the few Episcopalians were bitterly persecuted and at best
barely tolerated. The appointment to parishes was almost wholly in the hands of vestries who refused to induct
ministers and so give them a title to the emoluments of their office, but preferred to pay chaplains whom they
could dismiss at their pleasure. This naturally resulted in filling the ranks of the ministry with very unworthy
candidates, and reduced the clergy to a position of contempt in the eyes of the laity. As there were no bishops
in America, the churches in the colonies were under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of London , who governed
them by means of commissaries; but, although among the commissaries were men of such eminence as Dr.
Bray in Maryland , and Dr. Blair, the founder of William and Mary College in Virginia , the lay power was so
strong and the class of men willing to undertake the work of the ministry so inferior that very little could be
done. Even the efforts of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel proved of very little effect in the South,
though in Pennsylvania , New York, and New Jersey it bore much better fruit. But, while the Anglican church
was sunk in spiritual and intellectual lethargy in the South, and while it had a rather attenuated existence in the
Middle states, an event occurred in New England in which was of the greatest promise for the future of
Anglicanism , and which shook Congregationalism in New England to its very foundations. Timothy Cutler,
the rector of Yale College, with six other Congregational ministers , all men of learning and piety , announced
to their brethren in the Congregational ministry of Connecticut that they could no longer remain out of visible
communion with an Episcopal Church: Three of them were subsequently persuaded to remain in the
Congregational ministry, the rest becoming Episcopalians, and three of them, Messrs. Cutler, Johnson, and
Brown, were ordained to the ministry of the Anglican Church. During the Revolution During the period of the
Revolution the Church of England in America suffered greatly in the estimation of Americans by its strong
attachment to the cause of the British Crown. But there were not wanting both clergymen and laymen most
eminent in their loyalty to the cause of the colonies and in the patriotic sacrifices which they made to the cause
of independence. Among the clergy two such men were Mr. White, an assistant of Christ Church,
Philadelphia, and Mr. Provost, assistant of Trinity Church, New York. The rectors of these churches being
Tories, these gentlemen subsequently succeeded them in the pastorate of their respective parishes. After the
American revolution The Seabury faction At the close of the war , Episcopalians, as they were already
commonly called, realized that, if they were to play any part in the national life, their church must have a
national organization. In Connecticut, where those who had gone into the Episcopal Church had not only read
themselves into a belief in the necessity of Episcopacy, but had also adopted many other tenets of the Caroline
divines, a bishop was considered of absolute necessity, and, accordingly, the clergy of that state elected the
Rev. Samuel Seabury and requested him to go abroad and obtain the episcopal character. It was found
impossible to obtain the episcopate in England , owing to the fact that the bishops there could not by law
consecrate any man who would not take the oath of allegiance, and, although during the War of the
Revolution, Seabury had been widely known for his Tory sympathies, it would have been impossible for him
to return to America if he had received consecration as a British subject. Upon the refusal of the English
bishops to confer the episcopate, he proceeded to Scotland , where, after prolonged negotiations, the
Nonjuring bishops consented to confer the episcopal character upon him. These bishops were the remnant of
the Episcopal Church which the Stuarts had so ardently desired to set up in Scotland and which had lost the
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protection of the State, together with all its endowments, by its fidelity to James II. Their religious principles
were looked upon by Scottish Presbyterians as scarcely less obnoxious than those of Catholics and politically
they were considered quite as dangerous. They were indeed exceedingly High Churchmen, and had made such
alterations in the liturgy as brought their doctrine of the Holy Eucharist very near to that of the Catholic
Church. They had even been known to use chrism in confirmation , and they were strong believers in the
sacerdotal character of the Christian ministry and in the necessity of Apostolic succession and episcopal
ordination. Seabury was consecrated by them in , and, being of very similar theological opinions himself, he
signed a concordat immediately after his consecration , where by he agreed to do his utmost to introduce the
liturgical and doctrinal peculiarities of the Nonjurors into Connecticut. Upon his return to his own state he
proceeded to organize and govern his diocese very much as a Catholic bishop would do; he excluded the laity
from all deliberations and ecclesiastical councils and, as much as he could, from all control of ecclesiastical
affairs. The White and Provost factions But if sacerdotalism was triumphant in Connecticut , a very different
view was taken in New York, Pennsylvania , and Virginia. White, now rector of Christ Church, and a doctor
of divinity, believed that if the Episcopal Church was ever to live and grow in America it must assent to, and
adopt as far as possible, the principle of representative government. He would have been willing to go on
without the episcopate until such time as it could have been obtained from England , and in the meantime to
ordain candidates to the ministry by means of Presbyterian ordination , with the proviso, however, that upon
the obtaining of a bishop these gentlemen were to be conditionally re-ordained. This last suggestion, however,
found little favour among Episcopalians, and at last, after considerable difficulty, an Act was passed in
Parliament whereby the English bishops were empowered to confer the episcopate upon men who were not
subject to the British Crown. White, being elected Bishop of Pennsylvania , and Dr. Moore, on Septuagesima
Sunday , ; Tenuous union of the various factions Upon their return to America, although there were now three
bishops in the United States there were so many differences between the Connecticut churchmen and those of
the Middle and Southern states, especially with regard to the presence of laymen in ecclesiastical councils, that
it was not until that a union was effected. Even after that date , when Dr. Madison was elected by Virginia to
be its bishop , he proceeded to England for his consecration because Bishop Provost, of New York, refused to
act in conjunction with the Bishop of Connecticut. The union, however, was finally cemented in , when Dr.
Claggert being elected Bishop of Maryland , and there being three bishops in the country of the Anglican line
exclusive of Dr. Seabury, the Bishop of New York withdrew his objections as far as to allow Dr. Seabury to
make a fourth. Seabury had not been invited to take part in the consecration of Dr. Claggert, a schism between
Connecticut and the rest of the country would have been the immediate result. The three parties of
Episcopalians Almost from the very beginning of its independent life, the tendencies which have shown
themselves in the three parties in the Episcopal Church of the present day were not only evident, but were
even embodied in the members of the Episcopate. Bishop Provost, of New York, represented the rationalistic
temper of the eighteenth century, which has eventuated in what is called the Broad Church Party. Bishop
White represented the Evangelical Party, with its belief in the desirability rather than the necessity of
Apostolic succession and its desire to fraternize as nearly as possible with the other progeny of the
Reformation. Bishop Seabury, on the other hand, represented the traditional High Church position, intellectual
rather than emotional, and laying more stress upon the outward ecclesiastical organization of the Church than
upon emotional religion. High Church party This school has played a very important part in the history of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States ; and, while it was undoubtedly influenced to a large extent
by the Oxford Movement , it was existent and energetic long before Indeed, in the twenties Bishop Hobart
was already presenting that type of evangelical piety , united with high sacramental ideas , which has been the
principal characteristic of the party ever since. The Oxford Movement , however, was not without its
influence, and as early as the disputes between the extreme High Churchmen and the rest of the Episcopal
Church had reached a condition of such acerbity that when the Rev. The Bishop of Philadelphia, Dr.
Onderdonk, was suspended from his office on a charge of drunkenness, the real reason being his sympathy
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with High Churchmen; and his dispossession was so unjust that it was declared by the famous legal authority,
Horace Binney, to be absolutely illegal. He was not, however, restored to the exercise of his functions for
more than ten years. His brother bishop of New York fared even worse. Charges of immorality were preferred
against him, and he was suspended from his office for the rest of his life, despite the fact that the vast majority
of his fellow-citizens, whether they belonged to his communion or not, firmly believed in his innocence. An
attempt, however, to suspend a third bishop of High Church views, the father of the late Monsignor Doane,
failed after he had been presented four times. Bishop Doane, not only by his unrivalled diplomatic skill, but by
the goodness and probity of his life, made an ecclesiastical trial impossible. In the Bishop of North Carolina ,
Dr. Ives, resigned his position in the Episcopal Church and submitted to the Apostolic See , and he was
followed into the Catholic Church by a considerable number, both of clergymen and laymen. His secession
drew out of the Episcopal Church all those of distinctly Roman sympathies, but the High Church Party lived
on, grown, and in some degrees prospering, in spite of hostile legislation, while in course of time a pro-Roman
party sprang up again. After the passing of the open-pulpit canon in the General Convention of , some twenty
clergymen and a large number of the laity submitted to the Catholic Church. Evangelical party On the other
hand, the extreme Evangelical Party, disturbed by the growth of ritualism, and unable to drive out High
Churchmen in any large numbers, themselves seceded from the Protestant Episcopal Church in , and formed
what is known as the Reformed Episcopal Church. Unlike many of the Protestant bodies, the Episcopal
Church was not permanently disrupted by the Civil War, for with the collapse of the Confederacy the separate
organization of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States ceased. Broad Church party The
Broad Church party, however, have remained in the Protestant Episcopal Church, and of late years have
seriously affected its attitude towards such subjects as higher criticism and the necessity of episcopal
ordination. The most outspoken advocates of this school , who in their conclusions differed little or not at all
from the extreme modernists , have not been able seriously to alter the teaching of the Episcopal Church upon
such fundamental truths as the Trinity and Incarnation ; and in a few cases the High Church Party and the
Evangelical, by combining, have been strong enough to exclude them from the Episcopal Church. The party,
however, is gaining strength; its clergymen are men of intellect and vigour, and the laity who support the party
are in the main people of large means. To it the future of Anglicanism belongs more than to any other school
of thought within the Anglican body. Statistics In , the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States of
America possessed a hierarch of clergy , candidates for orders, and , communicants. These communicants
should be multiplied at least three times in order to give an idea of the adherents of the Protestant Episcopal
Church. It possessed nine colleges and universities and fifteen theological seminaries. Church in the U. The
Church in America New York, About this page APA citation. In The Catholic Encyclopedia. Robert Appleton
Company, This article was transcribed for New Advent by Bryan R. The editor of New Advent is Kevin
Knight. My email address is webmaster at newadvent. Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
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See Article History Alternative Titles: Part of the Anglican Communion , it was formally organized in
Philadelphia in as the successor to the Church of England in the American colonies. In points of doctrine,
worship, and ministerial order, the church descended from and has remained associated with the Church of
England. Early history to the 20th century The history of the church in America began with the first permanent
English settlement at Jamestown , Virginia, in As more settlers arrived in America, the church spread and was
the established church in several colonies. It was limited in its work, however, because no bishop was sent to
the colonies, and only bishops could ordain priests and confirm church members. When the American
Revolution began in , there were about Church of England congregations in the 13 colonies. The church
suffered persecution and a decline in membership during the Revolution, because all the clergymen had taken
an oath of allegiance to the crown at the time of their ordination , and many of them were Loyalists who were
forced to flee to Canada or England. Some, however, supported the Revolution. William White , chaplain of
the Continental Congress , proposed that congregations form themselves into an American church that would
continue the spiritual legacy of the Church of England but would otherwise separate from it. Conventions of
clergy and laity were held in the early s to claim church property formerly claimed by the Church of England
and to plan for a new church. Interstate conventions in and began drafting a constitution and a prayer book.
Two years later White became the first presiding bishop of the new church. He was succeeded by Samuel
Seabury , who in had become the first American to be consecrated an Anglican bishop. In the 19th century the
church expanded westward through the work of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society organized in
Foreign missions were begun in Greece in and subsequently expanded to other countries. The Oxford
movement in the Church of England, which emphasized the Roman Catholic heritage of the church High
Church , became influential in the Episcopal Church in the s. Though it enriched the worship services and
spiritual discipline of the church, it caused considerable controversy, because many Episcopalians preferred to
emphasize the Protestant heritage Low Church. In later years the promotion of liberal theology , biblical
criticism , the Social Gospel , and the ecumenical movement lessened the tensions between the High and Low
Church attitudes. Unlike some other Protestant churches, however, the Episcopal Church avoided schism. In
the years following the war, the church grew from , communicants in to , in and expanded into all parts of the
United States. The church also took a regular part in the Lambeth Conference , periodic meetings of the
bishops of the Anglican Communion that began in The 20th century and beyond In the 20th century the
church began to engage with other denominations. It took part in the ecumenical movement, joined the World
Council of Churches , undertook dialogue with other Christian churches, and entered full communion with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Episcopalians introduced liturgical reforms in the s and produced a new prayer
book in In the church became one of several mainline denominations to issue a formal apology for the fact
that some pre-Civil War Episcopalians held slaves. The church also took several controversial steps. In it
elected its first woman bishop, Barbara C. She was elected by the diocese of Massachusetts as a suffragan
bishop, and as such she did not head the diocese. A number of other women have subsequently been elected to
the office of suffragan bishop or bishop in other dioceses. In the church ordained an openly gay man, V. Gene
Robinson , as bishop of New Hampshire. In the following year the leaders of the member churches of the
Anglican Communion agreed to a moratorium on the ordination as bishops of individuals in same-sex
relationships. These steps sparked opposition not only within the Episcopal Church but also within the
Anglican Communion as the American church drew sharp international criticism. Congregations in Pittsburgh,
Pa. The new church claimed parishes in 28 dioceses in the United States and Canada. Williams issued a
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rebuke of the ECUSA for breaking the moratorium, and the Anglican Communion imposed sanctions on the
ECUSA, barring it from participating in ecumenical dialogue and removing its decision-making powers in
matters of church doctrine. Doctrine The church inherited its doctrinal statements from the Church of England
but does not apply these statements as rigid confessions. The Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England,
slightly adapted for American circumstances, are part of the prayer book and of official doctrine, but formal
acceptance of them is not required of the clergy or the laity. Organization In the organization of the church,
each self-supporting congregation parish elects its lay governing board vestry for temporal affairs and its
rector as spiritual leader. Congregations that are not self-supporting missions are directed by the bishop of the
area. In a given area the parishes and missions make up a diocese, headed by a bishop. All clergy and laity
representing all congregations meet annually in a convention to conduct the business of the diocese. The
convention elects the bishop to serve until death or retirement. The dioceses belong to the General
Convention, which meets triennially. All bishops are members of the House of Bishops, and the House of
Deputies is made up of equal numbers of clergy and laity. The Executive Council, the administrative agency
of the General Convention, is headed by the presiding bishop elected by the House of Bishops , who also
presides over the House of Bishops. The church is also served by a primate and a president and is divided into
nine provinces. In the first decade of the 21st century, the church reported almost 2. Headquarters are in New
York City. Learn More in these related Britannica articles:
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Interior of the First Church in Jamestown, Virginia. The Church of England in the American colonies began
with the founding of Jamestown, Virginia , in under the charter of the Virginia Company of London. The
overseas development of the Church of England in British North America challenged the insular view of the
church at home. The editors of the Book of Common Prayer found that they had to address the spiritual
concerns of the contemporary adventurer. In the Preface, the editors note: In , Parliament granted a charter to
found a missionary organization called the "Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in New England" or the
"New England Society", for short. Where the Church of England was established, parishes received financial
support from local taxes. With these funds, vestries controlled by local elites were able to build and operate
churches as well as to conduct poor relief , maintain the roads, and other civic functions. The ministers were
few, the glebes small, the salaries inadequate, and the people quite uninterested in religion, as the vestry
became in effect a kind of local government. The parish was a local unit concerned with such matters as the
conduct and support of the parish church, the supervision of morals, and the care of the poor. Its officers, who
made up the vestry, were ordinarily influential and wealthy property holders chosen by a majority of the
parishioners. They appointed the parish ministers, made local assessments, and investigated cases of moral
offense for referral to the county court, the next higher judicatory. They also selected the church wardens, who
audited the parish accounts and prosecuted morals cases. For several decades the system worked in a
democratic fashion, but by the s, the vestries had generally become self-perpetuating units made up of
well-to-do landowners. This condition was sharply resented by the small farmers and servants. During the
English Civil War , the episcopate was under attack, and the Archbishop of Canterbury , William Laud , was
beheaded in Thus, the formation of a North American diocesan structure was hampered and hindered. In , the
clergy of Virginia petitioned for a bishop to be appointed to the colony; the proposal was vigorously opposed
by powerful vestrymen, wealthy planters, who foresaw their interests being curtailed. Subsequent proposals
from successive Bishops of London for the appointment of a resident suffragan bishop , or another form of
office with delegated authority to perform episcopal functions, met with equally robust local opposition. No
bishop was ever appointed. The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, with the support of the Bishop of
London, wanted a bishop for the colonies. Strong opposition arose in the South, where a bishop would
threaten the privileges of the lay vestry. Embracing the symbols of the British presence in the American
colonies, such as the monarchy, the episcopate, and even the language of the Book of Common Prayer, the
Church of England almost drove itself to extinction during the upheaval of the American Revolution.
Principles [with] little affinity to the established Religion and manners"[ citation needed ] of England ever
gained the upper hand, the colonists might begin to think of "Independency and separate Government".
Patriots , conciliators, and Loyalists. On one hand, Patriots saw the Church of England as synonymous with "
Tory " and " redcoat ". On the other hand, about three-quarters of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence were nominally Anglican laymen, including Thomas Jefferson , William Paca , and George
Wythe , not to mention commander-in-chief George Washington. About 27 percent of Anglican priests
nationwide supported independence, especially in Virginia. In Maryland, of the 54 clergy in , only 16
remained to take oaths of allegiance to the new government. This included prayers for the king and the royal
family and for the British Parliament. Some were clever in their avoidance of these problems. Rector of
Trinity Church, New York. Loyalist clergy who preached to George Washington and defied a patriot militia
company. In general, Loyalist clergy stayed by their oaths and prayed for the king or else suspended services.
In Connecticut, John Beach conducted worship throughout the war and swore that he would continue praying
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for the king. Thomas Buckley examines the debates in the Virginia legislature and local governments that
culminated in the repeal of laws granting government property to the Episcopal Church during the war
Anglicans began using the terms "Episcopal" and "Episcopalian" to identify themselves. The Baptists took the
lead in disestablishment, with support from Thomas Jefferson and, especially, James Madison. Virginia was
the only state to seize property belonging to the established Episcopal Church. The fight over the sale of the
glebes, or church lands, demonstrated the strength of certain Protestant groups in the political arena when
united for a course of action. When peace returned in , with the ratification of the new Treaty of Paris by the
Confederation Congress meeting in Annapolis, Maryland , about 80, Loyalists 15 percent of the then
American population went into exile. About 50, headed for Canada , including Charles Inglis, who became the
first colonial bishop there. In the wake of the Revolution, American Episcopalians faced the task of preserving
a hierarchical church structure in a society infused with republican values. Episcopacy continued to be feared
after the Revolution and caused division between the low church, anti-bishop South and the high church,
pro-bishop New England. Conventions were organized in other states as well. In , William White published an
outline for organizing a national church that included both clergy and laity in its governance. Seabury sought
consecration in England. He became, in the words of scholar Arthur Carl Piepkorn, "the first Anglican bishop
appointed to minister outside the British Isles". Seabury promised that he would endeavor to make it so.
Seabury returned to Connecticut in At an August 2, , reception at Christ Church on the South Green in
Middletown , his letters of consecration were requested, read, and accepted. On August 7, , Collin Ferguson
was advanced to the priesthood, and Thomas Fitch Oliver was admitted to the diaconate. William White
Bishop of Pennsylvania. That same year, clerical and lay representatives from seven of the nine states south of
Connecticut held the first General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of
America. They drafted a constitution, an American Book of Common Prayer, and planned for the consecration
of additional bishops. Thus, there are two branches of Apostolic succession for American bishops: Through
the non-juring bishops of Scotland that consecrated Samuel Seabury. All bishops in the Episcopal Church are
ordained by at least three bishops; one can trace the succession of each back to Seabury, White and Provoost
see Succession of Bishops of the Episcopal Church. Madison was consecrated in under the Archbishop of
Canterbury and two other English bishops. The Episcopal Church was formally separated from the Church of
England in so that American clergy would not be required to accept the supremacy of the British monarch.
Federalist Era â€” [ edit ] 19th century[ edit ] Antebellum Church â€” [ edit ] Location of churches in ; note
strength along Atlantic coast and weakness inland; from U. Census American bishops such as William White
â€” continued to provide models of civic involvement, while newly consecrated bishops such as John Henry
Hobart â€” , and Philander Chase â€” began to provide models of pastoral dedication and evangelism,
respectively, as well. In , the General Convention declared that all members of the Episcopal Church were to
constitute the membership of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society [17] and elected the first domestic
missionary bishop, Jackson Kemper , for Missouri and Indiana. The first two foreign missionary bishops,
William Boone for China and Horatio Southgate for Constantinople, were elected in The church would later
establish a presence in Japan and Liberia. The group lost its focus when Holly emigrated to Haiti, but other
groups followed after the Civil War. The current Union of Black Episcopalians traces its history to the society.
Picture is from However, in the North the separation was never officially recognized. After the war, the
Presiding Bishop, John Henry Hopkins , Bishop of Vermont, wrote to every Southern bishop to attend the
convocation in Philadelphia in October to pull the church back together again. Lay of Arkansas attended from
the South. Atkinson, whose opinions represented his own diocese better than it did his fellow Southern
bishops, did much nonetheless to represent the South while at the same time paving the way for reunion. A
General Council of the Southern Church meeting in Atlanta in November permitted dioceses to withdraw from
the church. All withdrew by 16 May , rejoining the national church. Women missionaries, while excluded
from ordained ministry, staffed the schools and hospitals. In , the Haitian church became a diocese of the
Episcopal Church. Samuel David Ferguson was the first black bishop consecrated by the Episcopal Church,
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the first to practice in the U. Ferguson was consecrated on June 24, , with the then-Presiding Bishop of the
Episcopal Church acting as a consecrator. By the middle of the 19th century, evangelical Episcopalians
disturbed by High Church Tractarianism , while continuing to work in interdenominational agencies, formed
their own voluntary societies, and eventually, in , a faction objecting to the revival of ritual practices
established the Reformed Episcopal Church. These activities made the Episcopal Church a leader in the Social
Gospel movement. In its missionary work, the church saw as its responsibility to "spread the riches of
American society and the richness of Anglican tradition at home and overseas". Highly prominent laity such
as banker J. Morgan , industrialist Henry Ford , and art collector Isabella Stewart Gardner played a central role
in shaping a distinctive upper-class Episcopalian ethos, especially with regard to preserving the arts and
history. Moreover, despite the relationship between Anglo-Catholicism and Episcopalian involvement in the
arts, most of these laypeople were not inordinately influenced by religious thought. These philanthropists
propelled the Episcopal Church into a quasi-national position of importance while at the same time giving the
church a central role in the cultural transformation of the country. Modernization[ edit ] The modernization of
the church has included both controversial and non-controversial moves related to racism, theology, worship,
homosexuality, the ordination of women, the institution of marriage, and the adoption of a new prayer book,
which can be dated to the General Convention of In the General Convention declared "the practice of racism
is sin" [31] and in a unanimous House of Bishops endorsed Resolution A apologizing for complicity in the
institution of slavery and silence over "Jim Crow" laws, segregation, and racial discrimination. This version
was adopted as the official prayer book in after an initial three-year trial use. A number of conservative
parishes, however, continued to use the version. Objections to the ordination of women have been different
from time to time and place to place. Some believe that it is fundamentally impossible for a woman to be
validly ordained, while others believe it is possible but inappropriate. Considerations cited include local social
conditions, ecumenical implications, or the symbolic character of the priesthood, an ancient tradition including
an all-male priesthood, as well as certain biblical texts. Following upon years of discussion in the Episcopal
Church and elsewhere, in , the General Convention amended canon law to permit the ordination of women to
the priesthood. The first women were canonically ordained to the priesthood in Previously, the " Philadelphia
Eleven " were uncanonically ordained on July 29, , in Philadelphia. These "irregular" ordinations were also
reconciled at the GC. The first woman to become a bishop, Barbara Harris , was consecrated on February 11,
It was not until that the GC declared that "the ordination, licensing and deployment of women are mandatory"
and that dioceses that have not ordained women by "shall give status reports on their implementation".
Homosexuality and Anglicanism The Episcopal Church affirmed at the General Convention that homosexuals
are "children of God" who deserve acceptance and pastoral care from the church. It also called for homosexual
persons to have equal protection under the law.
9: Oldest and largest African Protestant Espiscopal Church dedicated
The General Convention authorizes the preparation of an American Prayer Book and names itself the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. The proposed American Book of Common Prayer is approved for use
on a state-by-state basis.
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