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Geographic differences in the onset of food production - HISTORY'S HAVES AND HAVE-NOTS - THE RISE AND
SPREAD OF FOOD PRODUCTION - Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies - by Jared Diamond Education materials - Historical Books - Common history.

In this Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Jared Diamond argues that both geography and the environment played
major roles in determining the shape of the modern world. This argument runs counter to the usual theories
that cite biology as the crucial factor. Diamond claims that the cultures that were first able to domesticate
plants and animals were then able to develop writing skills, as well as make advances in the creation of
government, technology, weaponry, and immunity to disease. The regionally differing courses of history -From Eden to Cajamarca. Up to the starting line: What happened on all the continents before 11, B. How
geography molded societies on Polynesian islands -- Collision at Cajamarca: Geographic differences in the
onset of food production -- To farm or not to farm: Causes of the spread of food production -- How to make an
almond: The unconscious development of ancient crops -- Apples or indians: Why did peoples of some
regions fail to domesticate plants? Why were most big wild mammal species never domesticated? Why did
food production spread at different rates on different continents? Lethal gift of livestock: The evolution of
germs -- Blueprints and borrowed letters: The evolution of technology -- From egalitarianism to kleptocracy:
The evolution of government and religionAround the world in five chapters. The history of East Asia -Speedboat to Polynesia: The history of Austronesian expansion -- Hemispheres colliding: The histories of
Eurasia and the Americas compared -- How Africa became black: The history of Africa -- The future of
human history as a science -- Who are the Japanese? Guns, germs, and steel today.
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The title of chapter 5 of Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond is "History's Haves and Have-Nots: Geographic
differences in the onset of food production." In this chapter, Diamond tries to.

Ordunio, Doug Contents: The regionally differing courses of history From Eden to Cajamarca. Up to the
starting line: What happened on all the continents before 11, B. A natural experiment of history: How
geography molded societies on Polynesian islands Collision at Cajamarca: Geographic differences in the onset
of food production To farm or not to farm: Causes of the spread of food production How to make an almond:
The unconscious development of ancient crops Apples or indians: Why did peoples of some regions fail to
domesticate plants? Zebras, unhappy marriages, and the Anna Karenina principle: Why were most big wild
mammal species never domesticated? Spacious skies and tilted axes: Why did food production spread at
different rates on different continents? From food to guns, germs, and steel. Lethal gift of livestock: The
evolution of germs Blueprints and borrowed letters: The evolution of technology From egalitarianism to
kleptocracy: The evolution of government and religion Around the world in five chapters. The history of East
Asia Speedboat to Polynesia: The history of Austronesian expansion Hemispheres colliding: The histories of
Eurasia and the Americas compared How Africa became black: The history of Africa The future of human
history as a science Who are the Japanese? Guns, germs, and steel today.
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The roots of guns, germs, and steel: CHAPTER 5: HISTORY'S HAVES AND HAVE-NOTS: Geographic differences in
the onset of food production: FROM FOOD TO GUNS, GERMS.

About the Book "Fascinating Lays a foundation for understanding human history. McNeill, New York Review
of Books book, Jared Diamond convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the
modern world. Societies that had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer
stage, and then developed religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and adventured on sea
and land to conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance in our understanding of human
societies, Guns, Germs, and Steel chronicles the way that the modern world came to be and stunningly
dismantles racially based theories of human history. Guns, germs, and steel the fates of human societies Jared
Diamond Written in English. A major advance in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and
Steel chronicles the way that the modern world, and its inequalities, came to be. It is a work rich in dramatic
revelations that will fascinate readers even as it challenges conventional wisdom. The regionally differing
courses of history -- From Eden to Cajamarca. Up to the starting line: What happened on all the continents
before 11, B. How geography molded societies on the Polynesian islands -- Collision at Cajamarca:
Geographic differences in the onset of food production -- To farm or not to farm: Causes of the spread of food
production -- How to make an almond: The unconscious development of ancient crops -- Apples or indians:
Why did peoples of some regions fail to domesticate plants? Why were most big wild mammal species never
domesticated? Why did food production spread at different rates on different continents? Lethal gift of
livestock: The evolution of germs -- Blueprints and borrowed letters: The evolution of technology -- From
egalitarianism to kleptocracy: The evolution of government and religion -- Around the world in five chapters.
The history of East Asia -- Speedboat to Polynesia: The history of Austronesian expansion -- Hemispheres
colliding: The histories of Eurasia and the Americas compared -- How Africa became black: The history of
Africa -- Future of human history as a science. Edition Notes Includes bibliographical references p.
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Why is World History Like an Onion? The question motivating the book is: Why did history unfold
differently on different continents? Most books that set out to recount world history concentrate on histories of
literate Eurasian and North African societies. Native societies of other parts of the world-sub-Saharan Africa,
the Americas, Island Southeast Asia, Australia, New Guinea, the Pacific Islands-receive only brief treatment,
mainly as concerns what happened to them very late in their history, after they were discovered and
subjugated by western Europeans. Even within Eurasia, much more space gets devoted to the history of
western Eurasia than of China, India, Japan, tropical Southeast Asia, and other eastern Eurasian societies.
History before the emergence of writing around 3, b. Such narrowly focused accounts of world history suffer
from three disadvantages. First, increasing numbers of people today are, quite understandably, interested in
other societies besides those of western Eurasia. Second, even for people specifically interested in the shaping
of the modern world, a history limited to developments since the emergence of writing cannot provide deep
understanding. It is not the case that societies on the different continents were comparable to each other until
3, B. Instead, already by 3, B. Throughout most or all parts of other continents, none of those things existed at
that time; some but not all of them emerged later in parts of the Native Americas and sub-Saharan Africa, but
only over the course of the next five millennia; and none of them emerged in Aboriginal Australia. That
should already warn us that the roots of western Eurasian dominance in the modern world lie in the preliterate
past before 3, B. By western Eurasian dominance, I mean the dominance of western Eurasian societies
themselves and of the societies that they spawned on other continents. Third, a history focused on western
Eurasian societies completely bypasses the obvious big question. Why were those societies the ones that
became disproportionately powerful and innovative? The usual answers to that question invoke proximate
forces, such as the rise of capitalism, mercantilism, scientific inquiry, technology, and nasty germs that killed
peoples of other continents when they came into contact with western Eurasians. But why did all those
ingredients of conquest arise in western Eurasia, and arise elsewhere only to a lesser degree or not at all? All
those ingredients are just proximate factors, not ultimate explanations. If one responds by invoking
idiosyncratic cultural factors-e. In addition, one is ignoring the fact that Confucian China was technologically
more advanced than western Eurasia until about A. It is impossible to understand even just western Eurasian
societies themselves, if one focuses on them. The interesting questions concern the distinctions between them
and other societies. Answering those questions requires us to understand all those other societies as well, so
that western Eurasian societies can be fitted into the broader context. Some readers may feel that I am going to
the opposite extreme from conventional histories, by devoting too little space to western Eurasia at the
expense of other parts of the world. I would answer that some other parts of the world are very instructive,
because they encompass so many societies and such diverse societies within a small geographical area. Other
readers may find themselves agreeing with one reviewer of this book. With mildly critical tongue in cheek, the
reviewer wrote that I seem to view world history as an onion, of which the modern world constitutes only the
surface, and whose layers are to be peeled back in the search for historical understanding. Yes, world history is
indeed such an onion! In the 13, years since the end of the last Ice Age, some parts of the world developed
literate industrial societies with metal tools, other parts developed only nonliterate farming societies, and still
others retained societies of hunter-gatherers with stone tools. Those historical inequalities have cast long
shadows on the modern world, because the literate societies with metal tools have conquered or exterminated
the other societies. While those differences constitute the most basic fact of world history, the reasons for them
remain uncertain and controversial. This puzzling question of their origins was posed to me 25 years ago in a
simple, personal form. In July I was walking along a beach on the tropical island of New Guinea, where as a
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biologist I study bird evolution. I had already heard about a remarkable local politician named Yali, who was
touring the district then. By chance, Yali and I were walking in the same direction on that day, and he
overtook me. We walked together for an hour, talking during the whole time. Yali radiated charisma and
energy. His eyes flashed in a mesmerizing way. He talked confidently about himself, but he also asked lots of
probing questions and listened intently. Recognition of those factors emphasizes the unexplained residue,
whose understanding will be a task for the future. The Epilogue, entitled "The Future of Human History as a
Science," lays out some pieces of the residue, including the problem of the differences between different parts
of Eurasia, the role of cultural factors unrelated to environment, and the role of individuals. Perhaps the
biggest of these unsolved problems is to establish human history as a historical science, on a par with
recognized historical sciences such as evolutionary biology, geology, and climatology. The study of human
history does pose real difficulties, but those recognized historical sciences encounter some of the same
challenges. Hence the methods developed in some of these other fields may also prove useful in the field of
human history. Already, though, I hope to have convinced you, the reader, that history is not "just one damn
fact after another," as a cynic put it. There really are broad patterns to history, and the search for their
explanation is as productive as it is fascinating. Plant and animal domestication began in at least one part of
the world within a few thousand years of that date. As of then, did the people of some continents already have
a head start or a clear advantage over peoples of other continents? The difference between the two types of
dates will be explained in Chapter 5. Calibrated dates are the ones believed to correspond more closely to
actual calendar dates. Readers accustomed to uncalibrated dates will need to bear this distinction in mind
whenever they find me quoting apparently erroneous dates that are older than the ones with which they are
familiar. For example, the date of the Clovis archaeological horizon in North America is usually quoted as
around B. The spread of humans around the world. Europe stems from around half a million years ago, but
there are claims of an earlier presence. One would certainly assume that the colonization of Asia also
permitted the simultaneous colonization of Europe, since Eurasia is a single landmass not bisected by major
barriers. That illustrates an issue that will recur throughout this book. Whenever some scientist claims to have
discovered "the earliest X"-whether X is the earliest human fossil in Europe, the earliest evidence of
domesticated corn in Mexico, or the earliest anything anywhere-that announcement challenges other scientists
to beat the claim by finding something still earlier. It often takes decades of searching before archaeologists
reach a consensus on such questions. By about half a million years ago, human fossils had diverged from older
Homo erectus skeletons in their enlarged, rounder, and less angular skulls. African and European skulls of half
a million years ago were sufficiently similar to skulls of us moderns that they are classified in our species,
Homo sapiens, instead of in Homo erectus. Parentheses denote some non-Polynesian lands. With no other
accessible islands to colonize, the Moriori had to remain in the Chat-hams, and to learn how to get along with
each other. They did so by renouncing war, and they reduced potential conflicts from overpopulation by
castrating some male infants. The result was a small, unwarlike population with simple technology and
weapons, and without strong leadership or organization. In contrast, the northern warmer part of New Zealand,
by far the largest island group in Polynesia, was suitable for Polynesian agriculture. Those Maori who
remained in New Zealand increased in numbers until there were more than , of them. They developed locally
dense populations chronically engaged in ferocious wars with neighboring populations. With the crop
surpluses that they could grow and store, they fed craft specialists, chiefs, and part-time soldiers. They needed
and developed varied tools for growing their crops, fighting, and making art. They erected elaborate
ceremonial buildings and prodigious numbers of forts. Complex agricultural societies gradually arose in the
Americas far to the south of that entry route, developing in complete isolation from the emerging complex
societies of the Old World. After that initial colonization from Asia, the sole well-attested further contacts
between the New World and Asia involved only hunter-gatherers living on opposite sides of the Bering Strait,
plus an inferred transpacific voyage that introduced the sweet potato from South America to Polynesia. As for
contacts of New World peoples with Europe, the sole early ones involved the Norse who occupied Greenland

Page 5

HISTORYS HAVES AND HAVE-NOTS: GEOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES IN
THE ONSET OF FOOD PRODUCTION pdf
in very small numbers between a. But those Norse visits had no discernible impact on Native American
societies. Instead, for practical purposes the collision of advanced Old World and New World societies began
abruptly in a. Pizarro, leading a ragtag group of Spanish soldiers, was in unfamiliar terrain, ignorant of the
local inhabitants, completely out of touch with the nearest Spaniards 1, miles to the north in Panama and far
beyond the reach of timely reinforcements. Atahuallpa was in the middle of his own empire of millions of
subjects and immediately surrounded by his army of 80, soldiers, recently victorious in a war with other
Indians. Nevertheless, Pizarro captured Atahuallpa within a few minutes after the two leaders first set eyes on
each other. After the ransom-enough gold to fill a room 22 feet long by 17 feet wide to a height of over 8
feet-was delivered, Pizarro reneged on his promise and executed Atahuallpa. Atahuallpa was revered by the
Incas as a sun-god and exercised absolute authority over his subjects, who obeyed even the orders he issued
from captivity. The months until his death gave Pizarro time to dispatch exploring parties unmolested to other
parts of the Inca Empire, and to send for reinforcements from Panama. What unfolded that day at Cajamarca is
well known, because it was recorded in writing by many of the Spanish participants. Long before anyone
began manufacturing guns and steel, others of those same factors had led to the expansions of some
non-European peoples, as we shall see in later chapters. But we are still left with the fundamental question
why all those immediate advantages came to lie more with Europe than with the New World. Those are no
longer the questions of proximate causation that this chapter has been discussing, but questions of ultimate
causation that will take up the next two parts of this book. Born in Switzerland, Fred had come to
southwestern Montana as a teenager in the s and proceeded to develop one of the first farms in the area. At the
time of his arrival, much of the original Native American population of hunter-gatherers was still living there.
Among the farmhands, though, was a member of the Blackfoot Indian tribe named Levi, who behaved very
differently from the coarse miners-being polite, gentle, responsible, sober, and well spoken. He was the first
Indian with whom I had spent much time, and I came to admire him. It was therefore a shocking
disappointment to me when, one Sunday morning, Levi too staggered in drunk and cursing after a
Saturday-night binge. Among his curses, one has stood out in my memory: Infectious diseases like smallpox,
measles, and flu arose as specialized germs of humans, derived by mutations of very similar ancestral germs
that had infected animals Chapter The humans who domesticated animals were the first to fall victim to the
newly evolved germs, but those humans then evolved substantial resistance to the new diseases. When such
partly immune people came into contact with others who had had no previous exposure to the germs,
epidemics resulted in which up to 99 percent of the previously unexposed population was killed. Germs thus
acquired ultimately from domestic animals played decisive roles in the European conquests of Native
Americans, Australians, South Africans, and Pacific islanders. In short, plant and animal domestication meant
much more food and hence much denser human populations. The resulting food surpluses, and in some areas
the animal-based means of transporting those surpluses, were a prerequisite for the development of settled,
politically centralized, socially stratified, economically complex, technologically innovative societies.
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The rise and spread of food production. Farmer power: The roots of guns, germs, and steel History's haves and
have-nots: Geographic differences in the onset of food production.

Guns, germs, and steel: Includes bibliographical references p. Pulitzer Prize, General Nonfiction, Gift; James
Harvey Young; The regionally differing courses of history -- From Eden to Cajamarca. Up to the starting line:
What happened on all the continents before 11, B. How geography molded societies on the Polynesian islands
-- Collision at Cajamarca: Geographic differences in the onset of food production -- To farm or not to farm:
Causes of the spread of food production -- How to make an almond: The unconscious development of ancient
crops -- Apples or indians: Why did peoples of some regions fail to domesticate plants? Why were most big
wild mammal species never domesticated? Why did food production spread at different rates on different
continents? Lethal gift of livestock: The evolution of germs -- Blueprints and borrowed letters: The evolution
of technology -- From egalitarianism to kleptocracy: The evolution of government and religion -- Around the
world in five chapters. The history of East Asia -- Speedboat to Polynesia: The history of Austronesian
expansion -- Hemispheres colliding: The histories of Eurasia and the Americas compared -- How Africa
became black: The history of Africa -- The future of human history as a science.
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The Roots of Guns, Germs, and Steel; Chapter 5: History's Haves and Have-Nots. Geographic Differences in the Onset
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Notes Includes bibliographical references p. The regionally differing courses of history From Eden to
Cajamarca. Up to the starting line: What happened on all the continents before 11, B. A natural experiment of
history: How geography molded societies on the Polynesian islands Collision at Cajamarca: Geographic
differences in the onset of food production To farm or not to farm: Causes of the spread of food production
How to make an almond: The unconscious development of ancient crops Apples or indians: Why did peoples
of some regions fail to domesticate plants? Zebras, unhappy marriages, and the Anna Karenina principle: Why
were most big wild mammal species never domesticated? Spacious skies and tilted axes: Why did food
production spread at different rates on different continents? From food to guns, germs, and steel. Lethal gift of
livestock: The evolution of germs Blueprints and borrowed letters: The evolution of technology From
egalitarianism to kleptocracy: The evolution of government and religion Around the world in five chapters.
The history of East Asia Speedboat to Polynesia: The history of Austronesian expansion Hemispheres
colliding: The histories of Eurasia and the Americas compared How Africa became black: The history of
Africa The future of human history as a science.
7: Diamond, Jared=Guns, Germs, and Steel= ( Fort/Da) || www.enganchecubano.com
CHAPTER 5 HISTORY'S HAVES AND HAVE-NOTS Geographic differences in the onset of food production. CHAPTER
6 TO FARM OR NOT TO FARM Causes of the spread of food.

8: Guns, germs, and steel | Open Library
Food production's spread proves as crucial to understanding geographic differences in the rise of guns, germs, and steel
as did its origins, which we considered in the preceding chapters. That's because, as we.

9: What is Diamond's main argument in Chapter 5 of Guns, Germs, and Steel? | eNotes
Search the history of over billion web pages on the Internet.
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