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Granatwerfer-Kompanie; from this formation the Sturmabteilung SA soon evolved. Adolf Hitler in early ,
ordered the formation of a small separate bodyguard dedicated to his service rather than "a suspect mass",
such as the SA. In , Hitler ordered the formation of a new bodyguard unit, the Schutzkommando protection
command. The decision was made to form a new bodyguard unit, again called the Stabswache, which was
mostly made up of men from the 1st SS-Standarte. Most of the training staff came from the ranks of the army.
During the ceremony, the members of the Sonderkommando swore personal allegiance to Hitler. Himmler
inserted the SS initials into the name to make it clear that the unit was independent from the SA or army. Later
at around At least 85, but most likely no less than twice that number of people, were executed without trial
over the next few days. In addition, the SS became an independent organization, no longer part of the SA.
Armeekorps , a part of Army Group South , which was preparing for the attack on Poland. Infanterie-Division
[31] and tasked with providing flank protection for the southern pincer. The regiment was involved in several
battles against Polish cavalry brigades attempting to hit the flanks of the German advance. The unit saw action
preventing encircled Polish units from escaping, and repelling several attempts by other Polish troops to break
through. In spite of the swift military victory over Poland, the regular army had reservations about the
performance of the LSSAH and SS-VT units due to their higher casualty rate than the army units.
Flieger-Division and the They assaulted the heights and drove the observers off. It was expanded to brigade
size 6, men. A new flag was presented by Heinrich Himmler in September The regiment crossed the border
near Prilep and was soon deep in Greek territory. The Germans were forced off the road by artillery fire and
faced fierce resistance for more than two days. On the morning of 12 April the Germans renewed their attack,
and by late afternoon the pass was cleared. British Commonwealth troops were now the only Allied forces
remaining in Greece, and they were falling back across the Corinth Canal to the Peloponnesos. Since no
transport vessels were available, the LSSAH commandeered fishing boats and successfully completed the
crossing, but were forced to leave much of their heavy equipment behind. By 30 April the last British
Commonwealth troops had either been captured or escaped. Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler". There was not
enough time to deliver all its equipment and refit it to full divisional status before the launch of the invasion of
the Soviet Union , so the new "division" remained the size of a reinforced brigade, even though its expansion
and development was of concern at the very highest ranks of command. According to a postwar report by
Waffen-SS journalist Erich Kern, the division murdered 4, Soviet prisoners in reprisal on August 18, after
finding the mutilated bodies of six dead divisional members who had been executed at Nowo Danzig, north of
Kherson. For want of reliable evidence, not even accusations by the Soviet authorities, the allegations
remained unproven. Hoping to capitalize on the collapse of the Red Army defense on the Dnepr River the
reconnaissance battalion of LSSAH was tasked with making a speedy advance to capture the strategically vital
choke point of the Perekop Isthmus through a "coup de main" but were rebuffed by entrenched defenders at
the town of Perekop. It took five days for Manstein to take matters in hand, and the operation to clear the
Crimean Peninsula was not launched until 17 September. Manstein deployed LSSAH to create diversions
while preparing for the main assault, intending to employ it to exploit an eventual breakthrough, but was
forced to throw pioneers into the attack on the "Tatar Ditch" in the face of a furious counterattacks and did not
break the Soviet defense for ten days. However by the end of the year, the German advance faltered as Soviet
resistance grew stronger. This meant that the SS Panzergrenadier divisions were full-strength Panzer divisions
in all but name. Manstein requested reinforcements to halt the Soviet attack near Kharkov. By the end of the
day, the division had reached a position just two blocks north of Dzerzhinsky Square. When taken, the square
was renamed "Platz der Leibstandarte". The city was taken on 17 March. Additionally, captured Soviet
officers and commissars were routinely executed. At the same time a new SS division would be formed from
members of the Hitler Youth and the LSSAH would supply all of the regimental, battalion and most of the
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company commanders. Some of these were burned alive in the church of Yefremovka. He stated that Peiper
was "particularly eager to execute the order to burn villages". Hanreich had previously served with
Leibstandarte but was with SS Division Hitlerjugend at the time of his capture. An MG 42 was set up in the
main aisle of a church, [ Then they were shot immediately with the MG 42 and petrol was poured on them and
the whole place was set on fire. Most of the captured perished either in Auschwitz or other camps in the East.
As with other Waffen-SS divisions, it received winter clothing that was confiscated from camps and ghettos in
the East. The attack commenced on 5 July. The 2nd SS Panzergrenadier Regiment, supported by several tanks,
advanced up the road to Prokhorovka against heavy resistance. By midday, the infantry had cleared the
Komsomolets State Farm and begun the attack on Hill In the ensuing fighting, the Germans inflicted heavy
casualties on the Soviets. With the battle at Prokhorovka still in the balance, Soviet High Command launched
an offensive of their own, Operation Kutuzov , near Orel causing Hitler to order the cessation of Citadel. The
division was sent to Italy to help stabilize the situation there caused by the deposal of Benito Mussolini by the
Badoglio government and the Allied invasion of Sicily which began on the night of 9â€”10 July The division
left behind its heavy equipment, which was given to Das Reich and Totenkopf. After several weeks, the
division was moved to the Parma - Reggio area. During this period, the Leibstandarte was involved in several
skirmishes with partisans. With Italy having announced an armistice with the Allies of 8 September , the
division was ordered to begin disarming nearby Italian units. After Peiper refused, the Italians forces attacked.
Some of the victims had their feet and hands tied and were drowned. As part of the corps, the division took
part in the relief attempt of German forces of Army Group South encircled in the Korsun Pocket in
Januaryâ€”February The majority of the LSSAH, which amounted to 41 officers and 1, men, were withdrawn
to Belgium for rest and refit, [77] however a Kampfgruppe was left behind. The battle group took part in the
fighting to escape the encirclement, forming a part of the spearhead which linked up with the II SS Panzer
Corps near Buczacz on 6 April. Operation Goodwood The front line at the beginning of Operation Spring ,
showing the layout of forces for both sides The British Operation Goodwood took place between 18 and 20
July The operation was preceded by a three-hour bombing by 2, aircraft. It counterattacked at They came
under fire from Panthers of the Leibstandarte, who had taken up positions on the ridge. Reinforcements of the
12th SS Panzer Division arrived at the right flank at around
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Bring fact-checked results to the top of your browser search. German strategy, from From late German
strategy, every feature of which was determined by Hitler, was solely aimed at protecting the still very large
area under German controlâ€”most of Europe and part of North Africaâ€”against a future Soviet onslaught on
the Eastern Front and against future Anglo-U. He gave inflexible orders whereby whole armies were made to
stand their ground in tactically hopeless positions and were forbidden to surrender under any circumstances.
The initial success of this strategy in preventing a German rout during the Soviet winter counteroffensive of
â€”42 had blinded Hitler to its impracticability in the very different military circumstances on the Eastern
Front by , by which time the Germans simply lacked sufficient numbers of troops to defend an extremely long
front against much more numerous Soviet forces. By December the 3,, German troops there were opposed by
about 5,, Soviet troops. The strategy of keeping his armies stationary was made easier for Hitler by the
complete ascendancy he had achieved over his generals, who disputed with Hitler only at the risk of losing
their commands or worse. In view of the danger of the great Anglo-U. Then, still adhering to his guiding
principle, Hitler assembled on the Western Front all that was left of his forces there and tried to drive the
British and Americans back in what became known as the Battle of the Bulge. Then, while General N. Kiev ,
too, fell to Vatutin on November 6, and Zhitomir, 80 miles to the west, and Korosten, north of Zhitomir, fell in
the next 12 days. Farther north, however, the Germans, who had already fallen back from Smolensk to a line
covering the upper Dnieper, repelled with little difficulty five rather predictable Soviet thrusts toward Minsk
in the last quarter of CrimeaCaptured German film and Allied footage of fighting in Crimea, Vainly trying to
save those 10 divisions, the Germans had to abandon Nikopol, in the Dnieper bend far to the south, with its
valuable manganese mines. March saw a triple thrust by the Red Army: General Rodion Yakovlevich
Malinovsky , in the south, advanced across the mouth of the latter river from that of the Dnieper; and between
them Konev, striking over the central stretch of the Bug, reached the Dniester, 70 miles ahead, and succeeded
in crossing it. That great port fell to the Red Army on April On May 9 the Germans in Crimea abandoned
Sevastopol, caught as they were between Soviet pincers from the mainland north of the isthmus and from the
east across the Strait of Kerch. At the northern end of the Eastern Front, a Soviet offensive in January had
been followed by an orderly German retreat from the fringes of the long-besieged Leningrad area to a shorter
line exploiting the great lakes farther to the south. The retreat was beneficial to the Germans but sacrificed
their land link with the Finns , who now found themselves no better off than they had been in â€” Finland in
February sought an armistice from the U. The war in the Pacific, October â€”August Considering that it might
be necessary for them to invade Japan proper, the Allies drew up new plans in mid The main offensive, it was
decided, should be from the south and from the southeast, through the Philippines and through Micronesia
rather than from the Aleutians in the North Pacific or from the Asian mainland. While occupation of the
Philippines would disrupt Japanese communications with the East Indian isles west of New Guinea and with
Malaya, the conquest of Micronesia, from the Gilberts by way of the Marshalls and Carolines to the Marianas,
would not only offer the possibility of drawing the Japanese into a naval showdown but also win bases for
heavy air raids on the Japanese mainland prior to invasion. For the approach to the Philippines, it was
prerequisite, on the one hand, to complete the encirclement of Rabaul , thereby nullifying the threat from the
Japanese positions in the Solomon Islands and in the Bismarck Archipelago New Britain , New Ireland , etc.
Great emphasis, however, was put on the advance across the central Pacific through Micronesia, to be begun
via the Gilberts. The encirclement of Rabaul Allied moves to isolate the large Japanese garrison on Rabaul
proceeded by land and air. The encirclement of Rabaul by land began during October and November with the
capture by New Zealand troops of the Treasury Islands in the Solomons and was accompanied on November 1
by a U. What remained of the Japanese garrison on Bougainville was no longer capable of fighting, though it
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did not surrender until the end of the war. Continuing the approach to Rabaul, U. By January 16, , the airstrip
at Cape Gloucester had been captured and defense lines set up. Talasea, halfway to Rabaul, fell in March
Department of Defense U. Department of Defense By constructing air bases on each island that they captured,
the Allies systematically blocked any westward movement that the Japanese might have made: Then
reinforcements were landed at Mindiri, west of Saidor, on March 5, and Australian infantry began to move
westward up the coast, to take Bogadjim, Madang, and Alexishafen. Bypassing Hansa Bay which was
eventually captured on June 15 and Wewak , whither the Japanese had retreated, the Allies, on April 22, ,
made two simultaneous landings at Hollandia: In the following months Hollandia was converted into a major
base and command post for the Southwest Pacific area. The Allies also took Aitape, on the coast east of
Hollandia, and held it against counterattacks by more than , Wewak-based Japanese during July and August.
Biak , the isle guarding the entrance to Geelvink Bay, west of Hollandia, was invaded by U. The central
Pacific Though the U. Joint Chiefs of Staff envisaged no major offensive westward across the Pacific toward
Formosa until mid, they nevertheless decided to launch a limited offensive in the central Pacific in , hoping
thereby both to speed the pace of the war and to draw the Japanese away from other areas. Makin fell easily,
but well-fortified Japanese defenses on Tarawa cost the U. Marines 1, killed and 2, wounded. Japanese losses
in the Gilberts totaled about 8, men. Nimitz subjected Kwajalein Atoll , which he chose first to attack, to so
heavy a preliminary bombardment that the U. Marines taking a Japanese prisoner in the Marshall Islands.
Department of Defense In support of the landings on the Marshalls, the U. Henceforth, the Allies could
confidently ignore Truk and bypass it. When, on June 15, two U. Marine divisions went ashore on Saipan
Island in the Marianas, the 30, Japanese defenders put up so fierce a resistance that an army division was
needed to reinforce the Marines. Using the same defensive tactics as on other small islands, the Japanese had
fortified themselves in underground caves and bunkers that afforded protection from American artillery and
naval bombardment. Notwithstanding this, the Japanese defenders were gradually compressed into smaller and
smaller pockets, and they themselves ended most organized resistance with a suicidal counterattack on July 7,
the largest of its kind during the war. Marines coming ashore under Japanese fire on Saipan, Mariana Islands,
Marines advancing against Japanese positions on Saipan, Mariana Islands, To realists in the Japanese high
command, the loss of the Marianas spelled the ultimate loss of the war, but no one dared say so. The first
flight of Bs took off from Saipan on November 24, , and bombed Tokyo, the first bombing raid on the
Japanese capital since Ozawa, with only nine aircraft carriers against 15 for the United States, was obviously
inferior in naval power, but he counted heavily on help from land-based aircraft on Guam, Rota, and Yap. The
encounter, which took place west of the Marianas and is known as the Battle of the Philippine Sea , has been
called the greatest carrier battle of the war. The result was a disaster for the Japanese. The United States lost
about planes. The hasty and incomplete training of the Japanese pilots and the inadequate armour plating of
their planes were decisive factors in the numerous aerial combats of this battle, which was ultimately of more
strategic importance than the fall of Saipan. Guam on July 21 and Tinian on July The Marianas cost the
Japanese 46, killed or captured, the Americans only 4, killed. The Burmese frontier and China, November
â€”summer For the dry season of â€”44 both the Japanese and the Allies were resolved on offensives in
Southeast Asia. The Allies, for their part, planned a number of thrusts into Burma: Because the Japanese had
habitually got the better of advanced British forces by outflanking them, Slim formulated a new tactic to
ensure that his units would stand against attack in the forthcoming campaign, even if they should be isolated:
By June 22 the 14th Army had averted the Japanese menace to Assam and won the initiative for its own
advance into Burma. Meanwhile, Chiang Kai-shek was constrained by U. All of northwest and much of
northern Burma was now in Allied hands. To bypass that line, the Allies landed some 50, seaborne troops,
with 5, vehicles, at Anzio , only 33 miles south of Rome, on January 22, The landing surprised the Germans
and met, at first, with very little opposition; but, instead of driving on over the Alban Hills to Rome at once,
the force at Anzio spent so much time consolidating its position there that Kesselring was able, with his
reserves, to develop a powerful counteroffensive against it on February 3. The combined attack, which was
started in the night of May 11â€”12, , succeeded in breaching the German defenses at a number of points
between Cassino and the coast. Thanks to this victory, the Americans could push forward up the coast, while
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the British entered the valley and outflanked Monte Cassino, which fell to a Polish corps of the 8th Army on
May Concentrating all available strength on his left wing, Alexander pressed up from the south to effect a
junction with the troops thrusting northward from Anzio. The Germans in the Alban Hills could not withstand
the massive attack. On June 5, , the Allies entered Rome. As it was, the 8th Army, switched back from the
west to the Adriatic coast, achieved only an indecisive breakthrough toward Rimini.

Page 5

HITLERS DEFEAT ON THE EASTERN FRONT, 1943-1945 pdf
3: Hitler's Defeat on the Eastern Front - PDF Free Download
"Drawing on a collection of rare contemporary German photographs covering the last two years of the war accompanied
by in-depth captions, this latest book in the popular Images of War series provides an insight to the long and most bitter
Eastern Front campaign.

Nazi Germany had stumbled in the skies over Britain but Hitler was not discouraged. In the past, he had
repeatedly overcome setbacks of one sort or another through drastic action elsewhere to both triumph over the
failure and to move toward his ultimate goal. Now it was time to do it again. For Hitler, the war itself was first
and foremost a racial struggle and he viewed all aspects of the conflict in racial terms. He considered the
peoples of Western Europe and the British Isles to be racial comrades, ranked among the higher order of
humans. The supreme form of human, according to Hitler, was the Germanic person, characterized by his or
her fair skin, blond hair and blue eyes. All of this had been outlined in his book, Mein Kampf, first published
in In March of , he assembled his top generals and told them how their troops should behave: All officers will
have to rid themselves of obsolete [moral] ideologiesâ€¦I insist absolutely that my orders be executed without
contradiction. Therefore the commissars will be liquidated. German soldiers guilty of breaking international
lawâ€¦will be excused. For his most senior generals, the utterances of their Supreme Commander posed a
dilemma. They were mostly men of the old-school, born and raised in Imperial Germany, long before Hitler,
amid traditional morals of bygone days. But to comply, they would have to abandon time-honored codes of
military conduct, considered obsolete by Hitler, which prohibited senseless murder of civilians. Instead, they
dutifully planned the invasion of Russia, knowing the attack would unleash an unprecedented wave of murder.
The invasion plan for Russia was named Operation Barbarossa Red Beard by Hitler in honor of German ruler
Frederick I, nicknamed Red Beard, who had orchestrated a ruthless attack on the Slavic peoples of the East
some eight centuries earlier. Barbarossa would be Blitzkrieg again but on a continental scale this time, as
Hitler boasted to his generals, "When Barbarossa commences the world will hold its breath and make no
comment! Although somewhat outnumbered by the Russians, Hitler believed they did not pose a serious threat
and would fall apart just like their fellow Slavs, the Poles, did in Against an army of battle-hardened, racially
superior Germans, the Russians would be finished in a matter of weeks, Hitler claimed. Most of his generals
concurred, supported by recent evidence. They had watched with keen interest as Soviet Russia confidently
invaded Finland in November , only to see the Red Army disintegrate into a disorganized jumble amid
embarrassing defeats at the hands of a much smaller blond-haired Finnish fighting force. Buoyed by Hitler and
awash in their own arrogance, the generals confidently finalized the details of Operation Barbarossa as the
bulk of the German troops and armor slowly moved into position in the weeks leading up to May But as the
invasion date neared, complications arose that upset the whole timetable. British troops stationed in the
Mediterranean then moved in to help the Greeks fend off the Italians. For Hitler, the very idea of British troops
in Southern Europe was enough to keep him awake at night. It would therefore be necessary to secure the
Balkans before launching Barbarossa. To quickly achieve this, Hitler slipped back into a familiar role â€” the
political master manipulator â€” forging overnight alliances with two Balkan countries, Bulgaria and
Yugoslavia. But in Yugoslavia, things unexpectedly spiraled out of control when the government, upon its
alliance with Hitler, was immediately overthrown by its own citizens. Hitler was enraged by the news,
perceiving it as a blow to his prestige. Meanwhile, beginning on Sunday, April 6, , the Wehrmacht poured 29
divisions into the region, taking Yugoslavia by storm, then took Greece for good measure, forcing British
troops there to make a hasty exit. Thus the Balkans were secured. However, these actions took nearly five
weeks and caused a lot of wear and tear on tanks and other armored equipment needed for the Russian
campaign. General Heinz Guderian in Russia, full of confidence as well. The new launch date for Barbarossa
was Sunday, June 22, On that day, beginning at 3: Russian field commanders made frantic calls to
headquarters asking for orders, but were told there were no orders. Sleepy-eyed infantrymen scrambled out of
their tents to find themselves already surrounded by Germans, with no option but to surrender. Bridges were
captured intact while hundreds of Russian planes were destroyed sitting on the ground. I have decided again
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today to place the fate and future of the Reich and our people in the hands of our soldiers. May God aid us,
especially in this fight. But he also made a lot of Germans very nervous. And that was infectious of course We
simply thought it would be similar to what it was like in France or in Poland â€” everybody was convinced of
that, considering the fabulous army we had. Whole armies of hapless Russians were now surrendering as the
relentless three-pronged Blitzkrieg blasted its way forward. The result was chaos. Georgy Semenyak, a
year-old Russian soldier at the time, remembered: During the day airplanes continuously dropped bombs on
the retreating soldiersâ€¦When the order was given for the retreat, there were huge numbers of people heading
in every directionâ€¦The lieutenants, captains, second-lieutenants took rides on passing vehiclesâ€¦mostly
trucks traveling eastwardsâ€¦And without commanders, our ability to defend ourselves was so severely
weakened that there was really nothing we could do. At present, three gigantic army groups were proceeding
like clockwork toward their objectives. Army Group North, with 20 infantry divisions and six armored
divisions, headed for Leningrad now St. Petersburg by the Baltic Sea. Army Group South, with 33 infantry
and eight armored divisions, headed for Kiev, capital of the Ukraine, the breadbasket of Europe with its fertile
wheat fields. Along the way, German field commanders employed their already-perfected Blitzkrieg
techniques time and time again to pierce Russian defensive lines and surround bewildered Red Army soldiers.
But the Russians kept fighting. German infantrymen plunge ever deeper into Russia. Hitler at the map table
with Army Commander-in-Chief Brauchitsch and others, including Friedrich Paulus 2nd from left. Despite
staggering losses of men and equipment, pockets of fanatical resistance now emerged, unlike anything the
Germans had encountered thus far in the war. And there were more surprises for the Germans. They had
grossly underestimated the total fighting strength of the Red Army. Instead of divisions, the Russians could
field divisions when fully mobilized. This meant there were three million additional Russians available to
fight. Another emerging factor was the vastness of Russia itself. It was one thing to ponder a map, something
else to traverse the boundless countryside, as Field Marshal Manstein remembered: The distant horizon
seemed like some mountain ridge behind which a paradise might beckon, but it only stretched on and on. It
also taxed the ability of the Luftwaffe to provide close cover for advancing ground troops, a vital ingredient in
the Blitzkrieg formula. On top of this, Russian resistance began to stiffen all over as the soldiers and people
rallied behind Stalin in the defense of their Motherland. Stalin, at first overwhelmed by the magnitude of
Barbarossa, had regained his bearings and publicly appealed for a "Great Patriotic War" against the Nazi
invaders. Meanwhile, behind the scenes, he enacted ruthless measures, executing his top commander in the
west and various field commanders who had been too eager to retreat. They set up new defensive positions,
not to be yielded until every last soldier was killed. They also began their first-ever counter-attacks against the
advancing Germans. As a result, with each passing day the Germans began to lose momentum. They could no
longer easily blow through the Russian defenses and had to be wary of counter-strikes. All the while, German
foot soldiers were becoming increasingly fatigued. By August of , it had become apparent to the Army High
Command there would be no speedy victory. Therefore the question now arose â€” what to do â€” follow the
original battle plan for Barbarossa or make changes to adapt? Army Group Center was presently about miles
from Moscow, poised for a massive assault. However, the original plan called for Army Groups North and
South to stage the main attacks in Russia, with Army Group Center playing a supporting role until their tasks
were completed, after which Moscow would be taken. The decision rested solely with the Supreme
Commander. In what was perhaps his single biggest decision of World War II, Hitler passed up the chance to
attack Moscow during the summer of Instead, he clung to the original plan to crush Leningrad in the north
and simultaneously seize the Ukraine in the south. This, Hitler lectured his generals, would be far more
devastating to the Russians than the fall of Moscow. A successful attack in the north would wreck the city
named after one of the founders of Soviet Russia, Vladimir Lenin. Attacking the south would destroy the
Russian armies protecting the region and place vital agricultural and industrial areas in German hands. Though
they remained unconvinced, the generals dutifully halted the advance on Moscow and repositioned troops and
tanks away from Army Group Center to aid Army Groups North and South. By late September, bolstered by
the additional Panzer tanks, Army Group South successfully captured the city of Kiev in the Ukraine, taking ,
Russian prisoners. As Army Group North approached Leningrad, a beautiful old city with palaces that once
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belonged to the Czars, Hitler ordered the place flattened via massive aerial and artillery bombardments. This
time Hitler consented, but only partly. He would allow an attack on Moscow, provided that Army Group
North also completed the capture of Leningrad, while Army Group South advanced deeper into southern
Russia toward Stalingrad, the city on the Volga River named after the Soviet dictator. This meant German
forces in Russia would be attacking simultaneously on three major fronts over two thousand miles long,
stretching their manpower and resources to the absolute limit. Realizing the danger, the generals pleaded once
more for permission to focus on Moscow alone and strike the city with overwhelming force. But Hitler said
no. In the meantime, German troops still holding outside Moscow had remained idle for nearly two months,
waiting for orders to advance. When the push finally began on October 2, , a noticeable chill already hung in
the morning air, and in a few places, snowflakes wafted from the sky. The notorious Russian winter was just
around the corner. At first it appeared Moscow might be another easy success. Two Russian army groups
defending the main approach were quickly encircled and broken up by motorized Germans who took ,
prisoners. Confident the war in Russia was just about won, Hitler took a leap by announcing victory to the
German people: Only 90, Russian soldiers stood between the German armies and the Soviet capital. The entire
government, including Stalin himself, prepared to evacuate. But then the weather turned.
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German photographs covering the last two years of the war accompanied by in-depth captions, this latest book
in the popular Images of War series provides an insight to the long and most bitter Eastern Front campaign. It
reveals in detail how the battle of Kursk was the beginning of the end and led to the Red Army recapturing
huge areas of the Soviet Union. In the face of the long awaited Soviet summer offensive of , German forces
were forced to withdraw under constant ground and aerial bombardments. Those German forces that survived
the artillery barrages, the onslaught of the tank armadas and mass infantry assaults, streamed back westwards
and fought vicious defensive battles through the Baltic States, Byelorussia and Poland. As the final months of
the War were played out on the Eastern Front, the Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS, with diminishing resources,
withdrew across a devastated Reich to fight their final battle around Berlin. We offer unbeatable prices, quick
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I mean, we are talking about a nation whose response to being bombed was to fight harder. Setting up a truce
to buy a decade of rearming and recovery probably seemed like a good idea - after all there was a good chance
that the Nazis would be destroyed by within if left to thier own devices. The German high command was on a
roll in Hitler was unstoppable politially. It was only after the Battle of Britain that German staff began to
vocalise second thoughts. By which time Hitler had already tried to subdue Britain and failed. From early
there was numerous attempts by senior German officials to contact the British government via Madrid.
Churchill was promised a coup removing Hitler and a return to borders in france and a retreat from Poland in
return for peace. Had Chamberlain or Halifax been in control in early there would have been a peace
settlement and Hitler would have been removed. I strogly suspect the entire Nazi party would have been
replaced by a Wehrmacht coup, and allowing for who was in control of the wehrmacht at the time, elections
would have followed.. Losing the British Expendintary force at Dunkirk would have been an unmitigated
disaster. Moreover, Britian was already at the brink when it came to finding soliders. Wipe , soldiers off the
pages of history and that really changes things. Over half as many as the UK lost in casualties. The threat of
constant attack worked only as long as there was somewhere to retreat to - an critical component that lead to
Dunkirk in the first place. Once the British civlians, on their lone island, were faced with no ability to avoid
danger they became as resolved as their military counterparts. The same thing happened in the late days of
Berlin, where the eastern Berlin citizens would commit themselves in deadly street to street fighting, often
attacking tanks and other vehicles in hand to hand combat attacks. Despite the fact that the US Marines often
failed to honor any surrender terms a stated policy at the time , the Germans still flocked to American lines to
turn over their weapons and request food. Some did and went out of their way to surrender to British soldiers.
Operationally others realised though. The U Boat campaign was largely about bottling Britain. It is said that
the UK was two convoys away from loss at the height of the Battle of the Atlantic. Two convoys away from a
catastrophic shortage is possible. Russia had several catastrophic shortages, but they carried on, so did
Germany itself. The U-boat almost starved out Britain but the rations never actually failed and had actual
starvation occurred the British would likely have fought on anyway, one way or another. The U-boats failed to
redline the civilian populace, though they got close, it would have taken a lot more to flatline them. When
things get really gak people find hidden reserves. Leningrad was, and it held. Th U-boats were competently
led and the achievable goals of bottling Britain were effectively met for a while. Automatically Appended
Next Post:
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It goes through the events leading to the conquest of Berlin by Soviet forces in April-May What he does in
necessary. Whatever he does is necessary. Whatever he does is successful. The three goals were essentially
separate. He killed Jews all over Europe regardless of whether those Jews lived in a Communist country or
were Communists themselves. He starved and mistreated even anti-Communist Ukrainians, alienating them to
the detriment of his other war aims. A study of his writings and speeches, beginning with his book Mein
Kampf written in the mids shows that he intended to conquer the USSR and destroy the Jews irrespective of
his stated antipathy to Communism. Hitler claimed he was creating a "Year Reich" but it only lasted twelve
years. On April 30, , not even four years after his invasion of the USSR, he shot himself in his bunker in
Berlin in order to avoid capture by advancing Soviet troops. His surviving troops in Berlin surrendered two
days later, and all of what remained of Nazi Germany surrendered on May 8, When we today study World
War Two we know how it ends. We know that the vast majority of Germans had abandoned their former
alliegiance to Nazism within a few generations after Today National Socialism aka Nazism, the ideology
which once held sway not only in Germany and Austria but among sympathizers among much of Europe from
Finland to Italy, can hardly be said to exist. How it was that the citizens of Germany and Austria, two
advanced nations, came to believe such nonsense naturally preoccupies us. It is worth noting that it was Hitler
who declared war on the USA, not the other way around, a disastrous decision by the Nazis that brought the
industrial might of the United States fully into the war against Nazi Germany. In the decades since his death,
the world has largely come to realize the remarkable falsity of the Fuehrerprinzip, the claim by the Nazi
leadership that all power flowed from Hitler and that his decisions were infallible. At that task he succeeded
brilliantly within the borders of Nazi Germany itself. But among the senior Nazis themselves in , the notion
that the war was lost at such an early date was realized imperfectly if at all. There was a vague realization of
Nazi German failures on the ground in and , but a rather imperfect understanding of the logistical and strategic
aspects of those failings.
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However, in the Arctic north, the Soviet warships would have a major impact in the opening months of the
war with Nazi Germany. After initially suffering disastrous losses in the three-month-long conflict, Stalin
managed to force the Finns into making territorial concessions. This ironically laid the groundwork for the
German-Finnish alliance the Winter War had been meant to forestall. When on June 22, , Hitler launched
Operation Barbarossa, the devastating German invasion of Soviet Union, German troops in the Arctic northern
tip of Norway marched through Finnish territory to secure the vital nickel mines at Petsamo. Photo via
Wikimedia The next goal was the port of Murmansk, an important Soviet naval base and the most direct
means by which convoys from the United Kingdom could deliver material aid to the beleaguered Soviet
Union. Indeed, the Royal Navy almost immediately dispatched submarines, destroyers and aircraft carriers to
the Arctic region. Leading the assault was Gen. Both veterans of the campaigns in Poland and Norway, the
Tyrolian 2nd Division was still associated with the old Habsburg aristocracy, while the 3rd was heavily
steeped in Nazi ideology. Nazi war planners believed both of the lightly equipped units would be ideal for
handling the rocky Arctic tundra. The mountain units were reinforced by the 40th and th Panzer Battalions, the
latter unit equipped with 89 captured French Somua S medium tanks and Hotchkiss H light tanks. You can
check out a map of the German plan here. Spearheaded by French tanks, the 3rd Mountain Division managed
to capture a bridge across the Titovka River, while to the north the 2nd managed to seal off the neck of the
Rybachy Peninsula, but could not penetrate the defenses on the peninsula itself. The German maps proved to
have an over-optimistic assessment of the limited Soviet road network, and the two German divisions found
they had to transport most of their supplies by foot across the boulder-strewn landscape. German engineers
expended tons of explosives trying to flatten the desolate, moon-like terrain for wheeled vehicles. Soon the
Germans were confronted by a stout defensive line along the River Litsa held by the Soviet 14th and 52nd
Rifle Divisions, both veterans of the Winter War. However, three battalions of the 3rd Mountain Division
managed to secure a crossing on July 6, though they were soon hammered by counterattacks and strafing I
fighter planes. Edward Dietl in German Federal Archives photo Dietl was about to expand the bridgehead
when he learned that a rag-tag fleet of Soviet escorts and transports under Capt. Platonov had landed two
battalions of marines at Litsa Bay, behind German lines. At the time, the surface ships of the Soviet Northern
Fleet consisted of just eight destroyers, seven patrol boats, and a couple of minesweepers and torpedo boats.
Worried for the security of his tenuous supply lines, Dietl called off his attack for an entire week and begged
for reinforcements. He received a regiment of elderly Finnish soldiers and a machine-gun battalion, which he
used to hold the line along the Rybachy Peninsula while the 2nd Mountain advanced southward towards the
Litsa River on July Five German destroyers sortied the day before in support of the operation in order to
dissuade another Soviet landing, blasting a small Soviet convoy they encountered before retiring to Norway.
However, the unflinching Capt. Platonov was not scared away from weaving his usual mischief. On the day of
the new German offensive, he trollishly landed the entire nd Rifle Regiment of the 14th Division on the
western, German-held side of the Litsa River. Air strikes on Petsamo and Kirkenes from the British carriers
Furious and Victorious only worsened the chaos. Making little headway, Dietl called off his assault a second
time. The German bridgehead over the Litsa collapsed into a smaller perimeter, and a series of costly battles
were fought over hills and mountains of limited operational value in order to clear out infiltrating Soviet
troops. An improvised task force of Finnish and German troops finally managed to drive the nd Regiment
from the west bank early in August. Finnish soldiers marching toward the Murmansk railway in November
Rumors spread in Austria that the alpine infantry had been consigned to die on the craggy Arctic moonscape.
Dietl begged Hitler for a third mountain division to assure the capture of Murmansk. A week later, the German
navy declared it was too risky to continue transport and resupply operations by sea that far east. This delayed
the arrival of the 6th Mountain Division until October. Dietl decided to proceed with his final assault on Sept.
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The German mountain troops still managed to capture some craggy heights devoid of cover before reeling
back under a counterattack by the Polyarny militia division. Dietl ultimately began withdrawing his men to a
defensive line on the Litsa River on Sept. To the south, the parallel Operation Arctic Fox came close to cutting
off the Murmansk railway line connecting the port with the rest of the Soviet Union, but foundered in
November as the Finns reduced their support for the offensive as a result of Allied diplomatic pressure. While
the 2nd and 3rd Mountain divisions were retired from the theater, the Soviet 52nd Division would be
promoted to the status of an elite Guards division for its actions in the campaign. During the next four years,
the Allies would deliver vast quantities of supplies and military equipment to the Soviet Union via the
dangerous Arctic cargo run to Murmansk, totaling more than 5, tanks, 7, airplanes, 4, anti-tank guns and
millions of rounds of ammunition and gallons of gasoline. While numerically superior Soviet forces suffered
catastrophic defeat after defeat in the opening months of Operation Barbarossa, the two Soviet rifle divisions
in the Arctic managed to repel a German assault of nearly equivalent strength. This occurred not only because
of their discipline and competent leadership, but thanks to the daring actions of the Royal Navy and the
outgunned Soviet Northern Fleet. Without a single capital ship or amphibious landing craft to its name, the
latter force took advantage of its mobility in littoral waters to hamstring a foe struggling with long land-based
supply lines across rough terrain. This article originally appeared at The National Interest. If you have any
problems viewing this article, please report it here. This site is owned and operated by Bright Mountain
Media, Inc.
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There is certainly a lot to talk about here! I think there is a certain amount of sense in the common narrative.
Hitler lacked any kind of military quality and whether or not he had agreement from his generals or not, a lot
of the Eastern Front warfare was, at a macro level, down to him. He was the one who insisted that Stalingrad,
Leningrad and Moscow all be crushed no matter what, he was the one who okayed the renewal of the
offensives and he was the one who signed off on not pulling out of Stalingrad. Moreover, he was the one that
set the war goals, which were far too vague, grandiose and mired in political rhetoric to be attainable; I think
you can argue that Hitler essentially set his generals an impossible task then pushed them to keep attempting it
for the next 3 years. However, I think the deeper issue is at the operational and doctrinal level rather than the
grand strategy. The entire German war machine was built around the Blitzkrieg idea, from its doctrine to its
equipment to its leadership to its training. Blitzkrieg works when you can wrap the campaign up in a handful
of weeks, when the enemy only have so far to withdraw before they have to surrender, and when you can deny
them any opportunity to put together an effective, coordinated defence. That is simply not possible in Russia
due to the size of it. The width of the front made it so easy for the Russians that rallied to form pockets of
resistance that in turn, disrupted supply lines, diverted impetus and materiel away from the spearhead of the
attacks and generally made themselves a nuisance. Zhukov manages to put together one hell of a counterattack
after Stalingrad, and the ability of the USSR to endure the most prolonged and draining sieges of the war is
remarkable. Yes, they had the population and managed to relocate the industry, but in human terms the level
of national willpower and fortitude required to stick it out has to be accounted for somewhere. Even if the
initial attack was better prepared and managed, the war goals were too muddied and unrealistic. Even if the
Russian resistance had been as weak as the intel suggested, the Germans would still have become exhausted
before the USSR capitulated. Supply chains from central Europe become bloated and ridiculously long and
slow, communication and coordination equally so. The climate is openly hostile to prolonged campaigns and
the geography too vast for a swift decisive victory. I will try and go through it line by line tomorrow. But to
address one of your points: Hell, even the Germans knew they were in trouble before it happened. The
Romanians and the Italians should never have been put in that position. The Germans knew it, and the
Russians certainly knew it. The Russians were pushing at an open door IMO. But is it true?
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It reveals in detail how the battle of Kursk was the beginning of the end and how this massive operation led to
the Red Army recapturing huge areas of the Soviet Union and bleeding white the German armies it struck.
Despite the adverse situation in which both the German Army and its Waffen-SS counterparts were placed,
soldiers continued to fight to the bitter end and attempted to build new defense-lines. But as the Red Army
launched its long awaited summer offensive on June , German forces were forced to withdraw under the
constant hammer blows of ground and aerial bombardments. Those German forces that survived the artillery
barrages, the onslaught of the tank armadas, and mass infantry assaults, streamed back from the battlefield and
fought vicious battles through the Baltic States, Byelorussia, and built up new defense along the Vistula in
Poland. As the final months of the War were played out on the Eastern Front, the Army and Waffen-SS, with
diminishing resources, withdrew across a devastated Reich and fought out their last battle with party militia
forces around a devastated Berlin. The photographs are of both the Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS during the final
months of the fighting, harried by the Soviets, running short on supplies, and fleeing back westward, with
those who were fortunate enough to return to the Reich turning then to fight the final battle of Berlin. For the
price and the collateral photographic information offered, I am satisfied to have it among my other Eastern
Front books. The book titles are very attractive and the format is very seductive. I have been collecting WW II
books for 40 years and I have seen a lot of pictures and I constantly encounter pictures in his books that I have
seen before that are misattributed or described with inaccurate captions. I continue to purchase his books
because there are always a handful of gems in the collection. What I find frustrating is the combination of high
price and poor scholarship. I own several of his books, yet his apparent expertise regarding the subject matter
never quite seems to translate into the actual text itself. Regarding this specific title, I was hard-pressed to turn
a page without encountering a glaringly mis-captioned photograph. Obviously unusual, exotic subjects appear
in many photos but are not mentioned in the captions e. Numerous subjects are regularly conflated; 5cm
PaK38s are identified as 7,5cm PaK40s, and vice-versa pps. Easily-recognized uniform items the SS fur-lined
parkas on p. Contemporary American and postwar nomenclature is noted as proper German wartime
terminology the MP40 misidentified as a "Schmeisser" on p. This review may sound a bit nit-picky; I am, after
all, merely an an amateur historian albeit an informed one. However, as a recognized, widely-published
"expert" on the subject, I expect more from Mr. Baxter than the shoddy scholarship and slipshod attention to
detail I found in this volume. Even though I have numerous photo books on the eastern front, this book came
up with pictures not seen before. It was great to see different photos. The summary is too brief to give the
book five stars. There are two sections that I did enjoy: The weapons ranged from machine guns to mortors to
field guns. It describes the use and deployment of such weapons which was informative. The uniform
presentation was good as well. You can see the differences between the SS and the Wehrmacht. The book is
small but is packed with useful info and can be used by new or casual students, modelers or collectors. Images
of the Russian Front! Featuring hundreds of previously-unseen images of Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS units in
action, it offers a rare view of the bitter combats that took place some odd years ago. Those pages are divided
into five chapters: Along with the images, each chapter includes a four-ten page summary of events in that
time-frame. Thanks very much Defeat in the east! Oliveira Filho on Jan 30, Excelent book with new photos
about the defensive battles in the eastern front, an excelent source! This particular edition is in a Paperback
format. It was published by Pen and Sword and has a total of pages in the book. To buy this book at the lowest
price, Click Here.
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