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1: You Can't Walk With God & Hold Hands With The Devil
Holding Hands with God The readings of Isaiah are so moving during Advent, calling us to consider our relationship with
God in new ways. Isaiah invites us to consider a relationship with God on a very deep and personal level, to feel
comforted, loved and protected.

If you want victory over every area of your life, if you want real change, if you want the blessings of the Lord
and His favor, then this is a truth you must learn: I met the Lord for the first time when I was Alone in my
living room, I invited Jesus into my life and for the first time I felt His tangible presence. Our relationship
began that day but it would take me another six years before I would begin to see real change and victory in
my life. See, I thought that by inviting Jesus into my life that I would now have happiness, health, and wealth.
He was going to fix all my problems and pour His blessings out on me endlessly with no requirements of me.
Over the next 6 years I worked in the adult entertainment industry in multiple cities. I was an alcoholic, drug
user, bisexual, and suffered from suicide ideation, cutting, personality disorders, PTSD, and depression. I was
absolutely miserable and no matter how hard I tried, I could not make my life or myself better. I blamed God
often and was very angry with Him for "making me this way" and not changing my life and blessing me. The
change was my choice to make. When we make that choice, then He gives the grace, which is empowerment,
for us to rise up and walk in it. That day finally came for me in late when I discovered I was pregnant with my
first child. Up until that point, I wanted God but I also wanted to continue drinking, going out every night, and
partaking of everything this world had to offer. But once I discovered I was pregnant, that was my rock
bottom. No more going out and partying, no more drinking, no more drugs, no more indulging in the pleasures
of this world. Where He wanted me to go I would go The Bible gives us clear guidelines for godly living and I
was committed to pleasing Him because I knew He was my only hope. My husband, then boyfriend, and I
made that choice of surrender together. We were married and baptized only months later and have been sold
out for Jesus since that time. Things finally began to change. My body healed, my mind began to heal, I no
longer desired to do the things I used to do, and I was sober, blessed, happy, healthy, and ready to share this
hope with the world! To be friends with the world is to be an enemy of God. Do you not know that friendship
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.
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The family smiled, bowed their heads and gave thanks â€” probably for more than their food. He kept holding
hands with God at every prayer-time â€” even at school when his class prayed! Worship, simply stated, is
holding hands with God. God reaces from his sovereignty to the heart of humankind and invites us to come as
close to him as we will allow him to come to us. The more we sense the presence of God, the more we want to
be in his presence. We can only acknowledge it and choose to live in it. Life reaches its intended height when
we grasp the reality that God is constantly with us â€” and wants to be. A favorite hymn states our potential
relationship with him: My God and I go in the fields together. We walk and talk as good friends should and
do. We clasp our hands; our voices ring with laughter. Can you imagine â€” a God so near you can hold his
hands? The touch of the Almighty. A precious three-year-old boy in our church suffers the rarest type of
cancer. A tumor the size of a grapefruit was reemoved from his stomach, along with a kidney. His prgnosis
was uncertain but somewhat promising at the time of his surgery. His grandmother, a godly woman, was
extremely concerned about her grandson, but life was following a relatively normal course several months
after the surgery. While on a weekend outing with close friends, she dreamed a perplexing dream. The place
and the faces in the dream were vague, but the experience was most vivid. She sat in a group of people
gathered for worship. As they praised God she felt strength come into her body at the simple meniton of his
name. The more she said his name in worship the more strength she felt. And the more strength she felt, the
more she wanted to worship. Next morning, she shared the dream with her friends and asked if they attached
any special significance to it. Three spots showed up on his lungs. Although grieved by the news, she felt the
significance of her dream. For her it meant she was to praise and worship her sovereign God in the face of this
unfair tragedy. He would supply the needed strength for her and her family. A group of believers gathers every
Monday evening in earnest prayer, expecting the hand of God to touch and heal this child. Her strength and
insights are teaching us powerful lessons in praise and worship and prayer. Without hearing someone we
interpret conversation simply by watching their hands. Hands rival faces as the most expressive part f
conversation. Some people literally could not talk if there hands were tied. Did you see any hands expressing
victory or defeat in the recent Olympics? A child who needs attention instinctively thrusts hands toward the
parent. A loving parent can scarcely refuse to respond. I wonder if God uses his hands when he talks about us?
Do we have nothing to express? A few Sundays back as I led a lengthy period of praise and worship, the
church stood. A time of high-spirited praise songs shifted toward a more reflective and worshipful mood, so I
motioned for the people to sit down. One man remained standing on the second row with his eyes closed and
his hands raised, unaware that everyone around him had sat down. He was deeply involved in the worship he
was offering. All eyes were on him as he continued standing through another song. His wife, seated by his
side, chose not to disturb him. A few of the teens giggled a bit; then they stopped. Proposal â€” In the privacy
of your home, worship the Lord using your hands. Clap for joy as you sing songs of praise. Raise your hands
as you pray, giving him honor and receiving his touch. See if your communication with him is not enriched.
Peek into a church sometime where you hear silence. You may think nothing is being said, but the hands may
tell a different story. Hands touching eternity bring into focus a God who has come near. Hands are for giving
and receiving. Hands may respond when words are not appropriate.
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Holding Hands with God is a collection of miraculous healings from the sufferings of sexual abuse, a divorce, a
miscarriage, a child's death, and a spouse's death. The stories of these women are victories of Grace from a Catholic
perspective.

We will ponder from this thought: Together with this reflection is its hymn from Roy Acuff. Allow us to take
our time today, walk through this transcript, and pull out some chunks of faith that will encourage each one of
us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we face distress or disaster, are
wronged, starving, penniless, in danger, or endangered with death? The bible goes on to tell us that all things
work together for the good. The love of God is with us according to His purpose. The verse ends by telling us
that there is no separation from the love of Christ. Sum of the Matter Note these things and reflect on these
matters, every day. Christ loves us now and always. The reason we say nothing will separate us from the love
of Christ is that Christ is alive and is still loving us now. He is our mediator, seeing to it that his work is not
temporarily finished, but by bringing us undying joy. His love is not a memory. This almighty, effective,
caring love does not spare us from mishaps in this life but brings us safely to everlasting joy with God.
Overall, Jesus Christ greatly loves his people. The Bible and this song actually makes a statement that says,
"Since or because God is for us, who could be against us? God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We
know how much you adore our Creator. Read more life-changing stories and hear heartwarming gospel songs
by visiting our website on Country Thang Daily.
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Pulpit Commentary Verse God himself will be their Strength, will personally interfere on their behalf, taking
them as it were by their right hand. Saying unto thee; rather, I who say to thee. Matthew Henry Commentary I
will strengthen thee. Art thou in want of friends? I will help thee in the time of need. Art thou ready to fall? I
will uphold thee with that the right hand which is full of righteousness, dealing forth rewards and
punishments. It is the worm Jacob; so little, so weak, so despised and trampled on by every body. The Lord
will help them, for he is their Redeemer. The Lord will make Jacob to become a threshing instrument. God
will make him fit for use, new, and having sharp spikes. This has fulfilment in the triumphs of the gospel of
Christ, and of all faithful followers of Christ, over the power of darkness. God has provided comforts to
supply all their wants, and to answer all their prayers. Our way to heaven lies through the wilderness of this
world. The soul of man is in want, and seeks for satisfaction; but becomes weary of seeking that in the world,
which is not to be had in it. Yet they shall have a constant supply, where one would least expect it. I will open
rivers of grace, rivers of living water, which Christ spake of the Spirit, Joh 7: When God sets up his church in
the Gentile wilderness, there shall be a great change, as if thorns and briers were turned into cedars, and
fir-trees, and myrtles. These blessings are kept for the poor in spirit, who long for Divine enlightening, pardon,
and holiness. And God will render their barren souls fruitful in the grace of his Spirit, that all who behold may
consider it.
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Every missing lamb matters. As believers, we are instructed to study the Bible and meditate upon its meaning
for our lives. There are those who claim to be Christians who lie, cheat, steal, etc. Lot is one who exemplifies
for us someone who fell into the trap of the Devil and tried to walk with God and hold hands with the Devil.
Jesus said in Matthew 6: Ye cannot serve God and mammon money. His whole life seems to have been tinged
with earthly colorings, and to have been struck through with the spirit of the world. He preferred to live on the
borderland of true Christian experience, rather than in the land itself, and to be quite a little more at home with
the filthy Sodomites than with the praying household of his Uncle Abram. He was dominated by the spirit of
the world! The first mistake that Lot made was that he got his eyes off of what God wanted for him, and he
began to look at the wealth of the world. You see, he saw this well watered plain of the Jordan. It was a
beautiful place with lots of green luscious grass and water for all of his herds. He looked at the nearby cities
Sodom and Gomorrah and decided that he would like to have this area. So, in one fatal decision he chose the
well watered plains of the Jordan. He chose the world. He allowed worldly consideration alone to move him,
good water, fine pastures, close to a city market, good business opportunities, and a splendid chance to make
money!! Lot looked towards Sodom. So it is that thousands of Christians are going down today in the same
way. They are being swallowed up in a maelstrom of worldliness. They leave their souls out of account and do
not consult God when making decisions. Lot did not make his decision on what God wanted; he made his
decision based upon his own desire.
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By Thursday, the girls had figured this out and, when both my hands were occupied, they instead began holding one
another's hands in moments of discomfort, depending on each other for support. That is God's kingdom.

For example, when Stephen is filled with the "holy spirit" he looks to heaven and sees Jesus standing by the
right hand of God Acts 7: There are three occasions in the Gospels when the voice of God is heard, and the
hand of God often represents this in visual art. Clothed hand clutching wreath, San Clemente, Rome , â€” In
Christian art, the hand of God has traditionally been understood as an artistic metaphor that is not intended to
indicate that the deity was physically present or seen in any subject depicted. In the late antique and early
medieval periods, the representation of the full-bodied figure of God the Father would have been considered a
grave violation of the Second Commandment. Gertrud Schiller distinguishes three functions of the hand in
Christian art: A cloud is mentioned as the source of the voice of God in the gospel accounts of the
Transfiguration of Jesus see below. Several of the examples in the Dura Europos synagogue see below show a
good part of the forearm as well as the hand, which is not found in surviving Christian examples, and most
show an open palm, sometimes with the fingers spread out. Later examples in Jewish art are closer in form to
Christian styles. In Christian art, the hand of God usually occupies the form of a blessing gesture, if they are
not performing an action, though some just show an open hand. The normal blessing gesture is to point with
the index and next finger, with the other fingers curled back and thumb relaxed. This is formed by crossing the
thumb and little finger inside the palm, with only the forefinger and next one extended, [15] or a variant of
this. Especially in Roman mosaics, but also in some German imperial commissions, for example on the
Lothair Cross , the hand is clenched around a wreath that goes upwards, and behind which the arm then
disappears, forming a tidy circular motif. Especially in these examples, the hand may show the sleeve of a
garment, sometimes of two layers, as at San Clemente, Rome. In blessing forms the hand often has a halo ,
which also may provide a convenient termination point. This may or may not be a cruciform halo, indicating
the divinity, and specifically the Logos , or Pre-existing Christ see below. Visigothic capital with the Sacrifice
of Isaac. The hand is regularly seen in depictions of certain scenes, though it may occur on occasion in a much
wider range. In Christian art the hand will often actually represent the hand of God the Son , or the Logos; this
is demonstrated when later depictions start to substitute for the Hand a small half-length portrait of Christ as
Logos in a similar circular frame. It is nearly always Christ in the East, but in the West God the Father will
sometimes be shown in this way. However, in many contexts the person of the Trinity intended cannot be
confirmed from the image alone, except in those images, like the Baptism of Christ , where Jesus the Incarnate
Christ is also present, where the hand is clearly that of God the Father. Later Eastern Orthodox images often
identify Hands as the Logos with the usual monogram used in icons. More often, God was shown in this story
using the conventional depiction of Jesus representing the pre-existent Christ or Logos , who was seen as the
Creator by Early Christian writers, [18] The story of Adam and Eve was the Old Testament subject most
frequently seen in Christian art that needed a pictorial representation of God. A well known modern variant of
the traditional hand motif is a sculpture of by Auguste Rodin called the Hand of God, which shows a gigantic
hand creating Adam and Eve. The Sacrifice of Isaac first appears in Christian art in 4th century depictions
from the Roman catacombs and sarcophagi, as well as pieces like a fragment from a marble table from
Cyprus. Some depictions have the hand passing Moses the Tablets of the Law , found in the Roman
catacombs, various Bibles see gallery , the Paris Psalter , and in mosaic in the Basilica of San Vitale ,
Ravenna. In it was a scroll, which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and
mourning and woe" [22] and this and other moments from Ezekiel sometimes include the hand. In the Paris
Psalter , Moses, Jonah and Isaiah are all shown blessed by hands, from which rays of light come. Other
prophets are sometimes also shown with the hand. The hand can appear in other contexts; the Carolingian
Utrecht Psalter atypically illustrates nearly all the Psalms , probably following an Antique model, and shows
the hand in at least 27 of these images, despite also using a figure of Christ-as-God in the heavens even more
frequently. The story in Daniel 5: Moses receives the Tablets, c. Ascension of Christ and Noli me tangere , c.
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See below for a similar Ascension years later. New Testament imagery[ edit ] In depictions of the Life of
Christ , the hand often appears at the Baptism of Christ representing the voice of God, above the dove
representing the Holy Spirit , which is much more common, thus showing the whole Trinity as present and
active. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting
on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. The hand is
mostly found in Baptisms between the 6th e. Rabbula Gospels and 11th centuries. The hand is found in some
Western and later Armenian scenes of the Transfiguration of Jesus , [26] where again the Synoptic Gospels
have the voice of God speaking, this time from a cloud. This is the third and final occasion when the voice of
God is mentioned in the gospels, this time only in the Gospel of John The earliest known example is in the St
Augustine Gospels of c. The hand represents divine approval, and specifically acceptance of his sacrifice, [29]
and possibly also the storm mentioned in the gospels. The hand may be seen in the Ascension of Christ ,
sometimes, as in the Drogo Sacramentary , reaching down and clasping that of Christ, as though to pull him up
into the clouds. The ivory plaque now in Munich left with such a depiction is possibly the earliest
representation of the Ascension to survive. In Eastern Orthodox icons of the Last Judgement , the hand often
holds the scales in which souls are weighed in the West Saint Michael typically does this. The hand may
emerge from the Hetoimasia usually present, and is typically huge in size compared to the full figures nearby
in the composition. The upper part of the semi-dome depicts the Transfiguration. Ascension from the Drogo
Sacramentary , c. The hand often blesses rulers from above, especially in Carolingian and Ottonian works, and
coins. A posthumous coin of Constantine the Great the "deification issue" had shown the hand reaching down
to pull up a veiled figure of Constantine in a quadriga , in a famously mixed message that combined pagan
conventions, where an eagle drew deified emperors up to the heavens, with Christian iconography. From the
late 4th century coins of Late Antique rulers such as Arcadius and his empress , Galla Placidia and others
show them being crowned by it â€” it was in fact mostly used for empresses, and often only appears on issues
from the Eastern Empire. The object now in the Louvre is a recreation, made for Napoleon or a restored
Bourbon king, of the original, which was destroyed in the French Revolution , although the original ivory
hand has survived now displayed separately. Engraved gems are used for an authentic medieval feel. Here the
hand represents the justice-dispensing power of God as being literally in the hands of the king. Charlemagne ,
flanked by two popes, is crowned, manuscript of c. The emperor is crowned by the hand.
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Holding Hands with God is about one mans conversion from atheist evolutionist to Christ-centered believer by divine
intervention. It is a story about faith, hope, love, and a true miracle from God.

You know the old story of how to boil a frog. Then you put him on the stove, and little by little the water gets
warm. Then it gets to Jacuzzi level, and he begins to be a little alarmed. They try to live as close to the world
as possible. And one day we realize the danger: There are those who claim to be Christians who lie, cheat,
steal, etc. This morning I would like to talk to you about Lot. Lot is one who exemplifies for us someone who
fell into the trap of the Devil and tried to walk with God and hold hands with the Devil. Jesus said in Matthew
6: Ye cannot serve God and mammon money. In truth, these people are after both worlds. They make sure of
this, and they hope not to miss the felicity of the next. He preferred to live on the borderland of true Christian
experience, rather than in the land itself, and to be quite a little more at home with the filthy Sodomites than
with the praying household of his Uncle Abram. He was dominated by the spirit of the world! This morning I
want to talk to you about how Lot ended up in the midst of the wicked and perverse city of Sodom. How did a
man with so much going for him with a godly uncle like Abraham, how did he end up in such terrible
condition as what we just read about in Genesis 19? Well, Lot ended up in Sodom because heâ€¦ I. Lot Looked
toward Sodom. It is here that the underlying principles of these two men, Abraham and Lot, come to surface.
It is here that we see their true character. Abraham, to whom the whole land had been promised, showed a
deep determination to honor God even in the presence of the heathen people with whom they were now living.
Whatever loss he might suffer, he would not fight with his nephew Lot before them. So, he unselfishly gave
up his claim to the land and generously offered to Lot the first choice of the whole land.

Page 8

HOLDING HANDS WITH GOD. pdf
8: Journey Into The Word: You Can't Walk With God, Holding Hands With the Devil
Holding Hands with God provides that comfort. A compilation of stories about pain and redemption, this is a
woman-to-woman approach of personal witness. A compilation of stories about pain and redemption, this is a
woman-to-woman approach of personal witness.

It is here in Romans the 8th Chapter starting at the 35th verse and ending with the 39th verse. The Apostle
Paul starts out Chapter 8 by telling us that there is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus who
walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. He then goes on to tell us that all things work together for good to
them that love God and called according to his purpose. The chapter closes out here in our text where Paul
concludes with telling us that there is no separation from the love of Christ. That is a question that each and
every one of us must answer for ourselves. Then Paul comes to us in the next verse by quoting Psalms
Christians are constantly being persecuted by the World. Paul tells us here in the last two verses of our text
and at the close of this chapter: For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul starts of the 38th verse by saying:
Then the next part of verse 38 deals with life: Then the rest of the verse reads as such: The first part says: Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. The first part of hits verse says: Nor height, nor depth which may refer to the space age in
which we live. Allow me to encourage the Pastor on today for a few moments of your time before I close this
message out. For the Prophet Isaiah says in the 40th chapter and verses Hast thou not heard that the
everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no
searching of his understanding. This is want to encourage the Pastor and the Church with on today 31But they
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. For I heard the song writer say:
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You Cannot Walk With God And Hold Hands With The Devil. I met the Lord for the first time when I was Alone in my
living room, I invited Jesus into my life and for the first time I felt His tangible presence.

Email If we will â€¦ walk hand in hand with Him in His paths, we will go forward with faith and never feel
alone. In the eyes and hearts of many people in the world today, there is evidence of doubt, fear, and
hopelessness. Much of the insecurity in the world has filtered into our homes and personal lives. No matter
what our age or circumstance, we all have a need to know that we have power in the present and hope in the
future. Listen to the words of Mormon: Know ye not that he hath all power? Hands are one of the
symbolically expressive parts of the body. Thus, hands signify power and strength. The extended hand of our
living prophet, President Gordon B. Hinckley, strengthens, lifts, and inspires people all across the world. To
be in the hands of God would suggest that we are not only under His watchful care but also that we are
guarded and protected by His wondrous power. Throughout the scriptures, reference is made to the hand of the
Lord. His divine assistance is evidenced over and over again. His powerful hands created worlds, and yet they
were gentle enough to bless the little children. When He lays His hand upon us, we, like John, can be alive in
Him. Twenty-four years ago, our tiny newborn son struggled for his life in the intensive care unit of a hospital.
His lungs were not fully developed because of his premature birth, and he desperately fought for each breath
of air. He was so small but with so much will to live. As I put my trembling hand through the small opening
into the isolette, I felt so inadequate and powerless. I took hold of the tiny but perfect hand of our newborn
son, and there was a powerful spiritual connection never to be forgotten. Two fingers from each of my hands
covered his tiny head as I administered to him. I then humbly realized that my quivering hands held power and
authority well beyond my own. Following that blessing, in a moment of emotional peace, my eternal
companion and I looked at each other across the isolette, feeling the spirit of renewed hope and comfort born
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the personal effect of His Atonement. It was a powerful witness of His
love for an infant son who had just left His presence. We were then better prepared to accept His will for our
son. We truly felt we had placed our hands in the hands of the Savior. With each breath and with each
incremental bit of progress, we expressed prayerful thanks. The great plan of happiness includes a proverbial
roller coaster of challenging times along with the most joyful times. Yes, we all have our moments of
difficulty and heartbreak. Occasionally, they are so difficult for us that we just want to give up. There are
times when our steps are unsteady, when we feel discouraged and even reach out in desperation. Every one of
us needs to know that we can go on in the strength of the Lord. We can put our hand in His, and we will feel
His sustaining presence lift us to heights unattainable alone. We must trust in the Lord. If we give ourselves
freely to Him, our burdens will be lifted and our hearts will be consoled. Elder Scott has recently counseled:
How do we learn to trust? How do we learn to extend our hand and connect to the comfort provided by the
Lord? Clear instruction came from the Lord to Joseph Smith: Here are four keys:
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