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HOW A CRIMINAL CASE WORKS THROUGH THE FEDERAL SYSTEM PART I - INITIAL STAGES Introduction In
order to perform the court reporting task effectively in criminal cases, the court reporter should.

Allegations of criminal behavior should be brought to the local police, the FBI, or another appropriate law
enforcement agency. At the beginning of a federal criminal case, the principal actors are the U. Attorney the
prosecutor and the grand jury. Attorney represents the United States in most court proceedings, including all
criminal prosecutions. The grand jury reviews evidence presented by the U. Attorney and decides whether it is
sufficient to require a defendant to stand trial. Burden of Proof In a criminal trial, the burden of proof is on the
government. Defendants do not have to prove their innocence. The standard of proof in a criminal trial gives
the prosecutor a much greater burden than the plaintiff in a civil trial. Pretrial At an initial appearance, a judge
who has reviewed arrest and post-arrest investigation reports, advises the defendant of the charges filed,
considers whether the defendant should be held in jail until trial, and determines whether there is probable
cause to believe that an offense has been committed and that the defendant has committed it. Defendants who
are unable to afford counsel are advised of their right to a court-appointed attorney. Defendants released into
the community before trial may be subject to electronic monitoring or drug testing, and required to make
periodic reports to a pretrial services officer to ensure appearance at trial. The defendant enters a plea to the
charges brought by the U. Attorney at a court hearing known as arraignment. More than 90 percent of
defendants plead guilty rather than go to trial. If the defendant pleads not guilty, the judge will schedule a trial.
Trial Criminal cases include limited pretrial discovery proceedings, similar to those in civil cases, but with
restrictions to protect the identity of government informants and to prevent intimidation of witnesses. If a
defendant is found not guilty, the defendant is released and the government may not appeal. The person may
not be charged again for the same offense in a federal court. During sentencing, the court may consider U.
Sentencing Commission guidelines, evidence produced at trial, and also relevant information provided by the
pretrial services officer, the U. A sentence may include time in prison, a fine to be paid to the government, and
restitution to be paid to crime victims. Supervision of offenders may involve services such as substance abuse
testing and treatment programs, job counseling, and alternative detention options, such as home confinement
or electronic monitoring.
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2: How a Criminal Trial Works | Supreme Court BC
In superior court, the two major types of court cases are criminal and civil. Trials in criminal and civil cases are generally
conducted the same way. After all the evidence has been presented and the judge has explained the law related to the
case to a jury, the jurors decide the facts in the case and render a verdict.

When the police arrest someone the defendant , they take him or her to jail. Then, 1 of 3 things happens: Law
enforcement officers transport the defendant to the court for arraignment. How a Case Starts 1. Usually, the
police cite or arrest someone and write a report. Defendants generally do NOT have a right to get a copy of the
arrest report, but their lawyers do. The reason for this is to protect the identity of witnesses. This is another
reason why it is important that a defendant charged with a misdemeanor or felony have a lawyer to represent
him or her. The prosecutor then decides whether to file charges and, if so, what charges to file. The prosecutor
decides whether to charge the crime as a felony or a misdemeanor. The prosecutor can file charges on all of
the crimes for which the police arrested the defendant or can decide to file fewer charges or more charges than
were included in the arrest report. Because defendants have a right to a speedy trial, the prosecutor must
generally file charges within 48 hours of the arrest when the defendant is in custody in jail. Weekends, court
holidays, and mandatory court closure days do not count against the 48 hours. The arraignment is the first time
the defendant appears in court. At the arraignment, the judge tells the defendant: The defendant may then
respond to the charges by entering a plea. Sometimes, defendants enter a plea of not guilty as a strategic
decision during plea bargaining or because they want to go to trial and force the prosecution to prove its case
beyond a reasonable doubt. The judge finds the defendant guilty and enters a conviction in the court record.
This plea has the same effect as a guilty plea, except the conviction generally cannot be used against the
defendant in a civil lawsuit. If the defendant is in custody at the time of arraignment, after the defendant enters
a plea responds to the charges , the judge will: After the Arraignment In misdemeanor cases, if the defendant
enters a not guilty plea, after the arraignment and before the trial: The prosecution and the defense exchange
information. This is because lawyers are required by law to protect the identity of witnesses while still
preparing a defense so that the witnesses are not put in jeopardy. This is why it is so important that a defendant
charged with a misdemeanor or felony be represented by a lawyer. Either side can file pretrial motions,
including motions to set aside cancel the complaint, to dismiss the case, or to prevent evidence from being
used at trial. The defendant can change his or her plea to guilty or no contest. The judge and lawyers from both
sides may talk about how the case can be resolved without going to trial. In felony cases, after the
arraignment, if the case does not settle or get dismissed the judge holds a preliminary hearing. At this hearing,
the judge will decide if there is enough evidence that the defendant committed the crime to make the
defendant have to appear for a trial. At that time, the defendant will enter a plea and proceed to trial. Trial
Defendants in criminal cases other than infractions have the right to have a jury of their peers decide their guilt
or innocence. Therefore, before trial, defendants need to decide whether to have a jury trial where the jury
decides if the defendant is guilty or not or a court trial where the judge decides. Usually, defendants choose to
have a jury trial because they want a jury of their peers to hear the evidence and decide their guilt. But
sometimes there may be circumstances where a defense attorney will recommend a court trial without a jury.
Everyone accused of a crime is legally presumed to be innocent until they are convicted, either by being
proved guilty at a trial or by pleading guilty before trial. This means that it is the prosecutor who has to
convince the jury that the defendant is guilty and must provide proof of guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The
defendant has the right to remain silent and that silence cannot be used against him or her. Setting a Trial Date
For a jury trial for a misdemeanor case: The law says how soon a defendant charged with a misdemeanor must
be brought to trial. See section of the Penal Code. If the defendant is in custody at the arraignment, the trial
must start within 30 days of arraignment or plea, whichever is later. If the defendant is not in custody at the
arraignment, the trial must start within 45 days of arraignment or plea, whichever is later. But even if the
defendant waives time, the law says the trial must start within 10 days after the trial date is set. It is very
important for defendants to get advice from an attorney before they waive time. For a jury trial for a felony
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case: The law says how soon a defendant charged with a felony must be brought to trial. The trial must start
within 60 days of the arraignment on the Information. Before the lawyers present evidence and witnesses, both
sides have the right to give an opening statement about the case. During the trial, lawyers present evidence
through witnesses who testify about what they saw or know. After all the evidence is presented, the lawyers
give their closing arguments. Finally, the jury decides if the defendant is guilty or not guilty. The jury must
find the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The defendant can never be tried again for the same
crime. It simply means that the jury was not convinced that the defendant was guilty beyond a reasonable
doubt. If a defendant was wrongfully arrested and charged, and he or she wants to get the arrest removed from
her or his record, a hearing to determine the factual innocence of the defendant must be held in front of a
judge. It is often much harder to prove factual innocence, than to raise a reasonable doubt about guilt. If the
defendant is found guilty, the defendant will be sentenced. After the Trial â€” The Appeal Process If you are
found guilty after a trial, you have the right to an appeal process. There are many reasons for an appeal of a
criminal case, but appeals are also very difficult, so talk to a lawyer to make sure you know what is best for
you. There are also important deadlines that apply to appeals. If you miss the deadline, your appeal will most
likely be dismissed. For misdemeanor cases, you must file a Notice of Appeal Misdemeanor Form CR within
30 days of the date of the judgment or order. Keep in mind that the appeal is not a new trial. The appellate
court can review the evidence testimony and exhibits presented at your trial to see if the trial court made a
legal error in how the testimony or exhibits were received. The appellate court does NOT decide the facts of
the case as the judge or jury in the trial court does. You can only appeal if: You say there were mistakes of law
during or before the trial that hurt your case. If you say there was not enough evidence in your trial to justify
the judgment, the appellate court will review the record and decide if there was substantial evidence to support
the judgment. If you say mistakes of law were made, the appellate court will hold a hearing to listen to both
parties. Then they will decide if there was any irregularity or mistake that prejudiced hurt your case. In
addition to appealing after a trial, there are other situations when you can file an appeal, like appealing the
validity of a plea or probation violations. Talk to your lawyer to learn more about your options to appeal. You
can also look for these court rules in any law library. They are very important. Be sure to read them and follow
them exactly. Click to find your public law library.
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3: How Cases Proceed thru the Illinois Court System
Criminal cases differ from civil cases. At the beginning of a federal criminal case, the principal actors are the U.S.
Attorney (the prosecutor) and the grand jury. The U.S. Attorney represents the United States in most court proceedings,
including all criminal prosecutions.

How does the justice system proceed? On a misdemeanor offense, a defendant is given a notice to appear in
lieu of physical arrest. The state must try the case within a certain amount of time known as the speedy trial
period. Many defendants who are arrested and booked into the Palm Beach County jail are given a scheduled
bond. Certain offenses require the defendant to be seen by a first appearance judge within 24 hours of arrest.
First appearances also occur in Belle Glade at the West County Courthouse, SR 80, for defendants who live in
the western part of the county and are booked into the West County Detention Facility. Depending on the type
of crime, some cases may be resolved at first appearance. Others are sent out to the various courthouses in the
county for arraignment in approximately 30 days. Whether the crime is a felony or misdemeanor, and where
the defendant lives, determines where the cases are heard: Investigators or defense attorneys may call
witnesses and victims in a case. A victim or witness is under no obligation to speak to anyone about the facts
of the case without a subpoena for deposition or trial. It is acceptable to question who is calling and what
agency they represent if you are contacted in your role as a victim or witness regarding the case. Criminal
discovery depositions may be taken by either the defense or the state. In a criminal discovery deposition, a
witness is placed under oath and asked their knowledge of the case. In misdemeanor cases, depositions are not
allowed unless ordered by the court, following a motion showing good cause why a deposition is necessary.
The arraignment is the first scheduled hearing where the defendant is made aware of the charges against him.
This is the first opportunity a defendant has to plead guilty or not guilty to the charges. The prosecutor may
make a plea offer to the defendant at this hearing. If the case is not resolved at arraignment, it can be set for a
case disposition, status check, or plea conference. If the case does not resolve in a plea, the next hearing the
court normally will set is for trial. A victim or witness will be served with a subpoena for trial. It is important
to pay attention to the instruction on the subpoena and contact the listed phone number for further instructions.
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4: Civil Cases | United States Courts
Defendants in criminal cases (other than infractions) have the right to have a jury of their peers decide their guilt or
innocence. Therefore, before trial, defendants need to decide whether to have a jury trial (where the jury decides if the
defendant is guilty or not) or a court trial (where the judge decides).

Main content Civil Cases A federal civil case involves a legal dispute between two or more parties. A civil
action begins when a party to a dispute files a complaint, and pays a filing fee required by statute. A plaintiff
who is unable to pay the fee may file a request to proceed in forma pauperis. If the request is granted, the fee is
waived. A plaintiff may seek money to compensate for the damages, or may ask the court to order the
defendant to stop the conduct that is causing the harm. The court may also order other types of relief, such as a
declaration of the legal rights of the plaintiff in a particular situation. The purpose of discovery is to prepare
for trial by requiring the litigants to assemble their evidence and prepare to call witnesses. Discovery may
include a deposition, requiring a witness to answer questions about the case before the trial. The witness
answers questions from the lawyer under oath, in the presence of a court reporter, who produces a
word-for-word account called a transcript. Settling Differences To avoid the expense and delay of having a
trial, judges encourage the litigants to try to reach an agreement resolving their dispute. The courts encourage
the use of mediation, arbitration, and other forms of alternative dispute resolution, designed to produce a
resolution of a dispute without the need for trial or other court proceedings. In a wide variety of civil cases,
either side is entitled under the Constitution to request a jury trial. If the parties waive their right to a jury, then
a judge without a jury will hear the case. Trial Process By applying rules of evidence, the judge determines
which information may be presented in the courtroom. So that witnesses speak from their own knowledge and
do not change their story based on what they hear another witness say, they are kept out of the courtroom until
they testify. A court reporter keeps a record of the trial proceedings, and a deputy clerk of court keeps a record
of each person who testifies and any documents, photographs, or other items introduced into evidence.
Generally, the judge either overrules or sustains â€” allows â€” the objection. If the objection is sustained, the
witness does not answer the question, and the attorney must move on to his next question. The court reporter
records the objections so that a court of appeals can review the arguments later if necessary. Closing After
evidence is heard, each side gives a closing argument. In a jury trial, the judge will explain the law that is
relevant to the case and the decisions the jury needs to make. The jury generally is asked to determine whether
the defendant is responsible for harming the plaintiff in some way, and then to determine the amount of
damages that the defendant will be required to pay.
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5: Criminal Charges: How Cases Get Started | www.enganchecubano.com
A criminal case happens when the government files a case in court to punish someone (the defendant) for committing a
crime. If the defendant is found guilty of a crime, he or she may face jail or prison.

How a Criminal Trial Works Criminal Charges Depending if you were arrested or not and charged with a
crime, you may receive an appearance notice, a promise to appear, a summons, recognizance, or a government
document called Information. No matter which document you have, it will tell you: Disclosure The
prosecutors â€” called Crown Counsel â€” must give you a copy of all the evidence they have about the
charges against you. Crown must disclose copies of police reports, witness statements, your criminal record,
and statements you made. This may also include pictures, notes and names. Crown is required to disclose all
evidence to you in a timely manner. If necessary, you can ask the judge at your arraignment or trial
confirmation hearing to order the prosecutor to give you the documents. Read all of the documents carefully.
Decide if you agree with the charges or the evidence that will be used against you. Do you have evidence to
support your position? Write a detailed summary of the events that lead to the criminal charges against you
â€” include information about time, date, witnesses, etc. There are a range of options for you to be able to
receive legal advice. Never plead guilty without talking to a lawyer first. Call legal aid immediately to find out
if you qualify for a free lawyer: First Appearance You must go to court at the time and date the notice says.
You can be charged with another offence if that happens, called failure to appear. At your first appearance,
you do not have to present evidence or prove your case. Crown Counsel must prove that there is enough
evidence to move the case to a trial. Start of a Trial After you plead not guilty, the prosecutor explains the case
against you and then brings in their witnesses and asks them questions to prove you are guilty. The witnesses
testify by telling the court what they know. Then you can cross-examine see below each of these witnesses. To
do that, the prosecutor has to show that: Innocent Until Proven Guilty? If you are charged with a crime and go
to trial, the law requires a judge or jury to consider you innocent unless the prosecutor proves that you are
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. You do not have to prove that you are innocent. Your task is to raise doubt
for the judge or jury regarding the evidence presented against you and where possible, to provide evidence that
you did not commit the crime. No-evidence motionâ€”if the prosecutor has no evidence on an element of the
crime, you can ask the judge to dismiss that offence. But if the judge or jury do find you guilty, then you
cannot re-open your case. It is impossible to be sure what the judge or jury think, so it is a serious decision not
to defend yourself. Call your witnessesâ€”if you choose to present your case, call your witnesses into the
courtroom, one at a time, and ask them questions to explain your side of the story. Then the prosecutor will
cross-examine each of them. Decide whether to testify yourselfâ€”you do not have to testify tell what
happened , but you may want toâ€”so that you can directly tell the judge or jury what happened. If your
version of what happened is important, you must tell it at this time, under oath because later, when you make
your final arguments, you can only use evidence that you or your witnesses presented. If you testify, the
prosecutor can cross-examine you to try to show that you are not being honest or that you have changed your
story. You will have to answer all the questions that the prosecutor asks you. This cross-examination may
include bringing out your criminal record to test your credibility. The prosecutor may get evidence from you
that can hurt your case, but the prosecutor cannot cross-examine you if you do not testify. Deciding whether to
testify is often the most important decision you can make in your case. You can cross-examine Crown
witnesses, and Crown can cross-examine witnesses that your witnesses. You can use cross-examination to try
to show the following: For example, you may be able to force the witness to admit that he or she: Is
biasedâ€”if the witness is a friend of the victim or holds a grudge against you, you can argue that the witness
may not be fair. Could not see clearlyâ€”you can question the witness about whether they wore glasses, drank
alcohol, were close enough to see clearly, or whether it was too dark for them to see well. That the story of a
witness is different from the story that you will present: If a witness says something you disagree with, then
you must question the witness about it. Admissibility of Evidence Sometimes a judge will not allow certain
kinds of evidence to be used. There are a number of reasons that evidence may be inadmissible. Hearsayâ€”if
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someone said something to you that you want to use as evidence, you must have the person come to court to
repeat it â€” you cannot just repeat it to the court yourself. Voir direâ€”if the prosecutor wants to use unusual
evidence, the judge may stop the trial to decide whether it can be used. If you think the evidence should not be
used, you can tell the judge why not. Final Arguments Submissions are the final arguments that both you and
the prosecutor make to the court. After all the evidence is presented above , you can now speak to the judge or
jury to persuade them that you are not guilty. Your arguments must be based on the evidence or lack of
evidence presented during your trialâ€”you cannot use new evidence. If you presented evidence for your case,
you will make your Submissions first, and the prosecutor will go second. The Verdict The judge or jury
decides if you are guilty after hearing all the evidence and the submissions. In most cases, it will take some
time to decide the outcome of the case. When you hear the verdict, if you are not guilty acquitted , you can
leave. But if you are guilty convicted , then you must wait for the judge to sentence you. Guilty parties are
held in custody until sentencing is determined and pronounced in court.
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6: How The Criminal Court System Works
For example, trial courts of limited jurisdiction â€”which can include municipal courts, magistrate courts, county courts
and justice of the peace courts â€” hear some kinds of civil cases, juvenile cases, minor criminal cases and traffic
violations.

How it Works Start with the basics of the criminal justice process. Share on Facebook by Anne Lane The
criminal process typically begins with a stop or an arrest. It could end at any point up to the time of
sentencing, depending on the facts and circumstances of any particular case. You have certain rights at every
stage of the criminal process. The following is a brief explanation of each step from a stop through sentencing.
You may be stopped for questioning by the police. A stop is not the same as an arrest. A stop occurs when a
police officer detains you to ask you questions, but does not move you to a different location. A police officer
should not stop you unless he has a reasonable belief that you have violated the law. Even though you are not
under arrest at this point, you do not have to answer any questions that the police officer asks you. The police
may also ask to search you or your vehicle. The police officer cannot search your car without your consent
unless he has "probable cause". Because of this, you may want to tell the police officer that you do not consent
to a search of your vehicle. The police officer could decide at this point that there is no reason to arrest you
and your involvement in the criminal process could end here. Each jurisdiction has different rules regarding
when an individual can be placed under arrest. In general, an officer can arrest you if he has probable cause to
believe that you committed a felony, or if he sees you commit a misdemeanor, or if there is a warrant for your
arrest. When you are arrested you will be taken into police custody. When you are placed under arrest, the
police must inform you of your constitutional rights. This includes your right to remain silent and your right to
obtain the advice of an attorney. When you are arrested you should be given an opportunity to contact a
lawyer or anyone else you want to let know what has happened to you. You are not limited to a single call.
Once you are arrested there is a limited amount of time before you must either be charged with a crime or
released. If you have been held for an unreasonable amount of time without being charged, your attorney can
ask a judge to order your release. After you are arrested and charged with a crime you will be booked. You
will be finger printed. Your name and the crime that you have been charged with will be entered into the
official police record. Your personal belongings will be taken from you for safe keeping while you are in
custody. They will be inventoried and you will be asked to sign the inventory. Depending on the charge and
the circumstances of your case, you may be released and ordered to appear for your hearing in court. You may
be released on your own recognizance or you may have to put up a certain amount of bail to secure your
release. In other instances, you may remain in police custody until there is a court hearing on your release. If
this happens, you will be asked to enter a plea. You can enter a plea of "not guilty", "no contest", or "guilty".
If you enter a not guilty plea the judge will decide on the terms of your release or if you will be released
pending your trial. If you enter a plea of no contest or of guilty, there will not be a trial. In this situation, you
will either be sentenced immediately or sentenced at a later time. If you are to be sentenced at some point in
the future, the judge will determine whether you should be held in custody until sentencing or whether you
should be released and ordered to appear for sentencing. If you entered a not guilty plea you will have a trial.
At the end of your trial, if you are found not guilty, you will be free to go, and, for you, the criminal process
will end at that point. If you are found guilty, you will go through the sentencing process as described above.
Having a lawyer with experience in criminal defense can make a tremendous difference to the outcome of
your case. He or she can help you through every stage of the criminal process.
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7: Basics of Criminal Court - criminal_selfhelp
In a criminal discovery deposition, a witness is placed under oath and asked their knowledge of the case. In felony
cases, criminal discovery depositions can be taken from almost any witness without the court's permission.

Search What to Expect from the Criminal Justice System The criminal justice system includes a wide range of
activities from the investigation of a possible crime, to a legal determination of guilt or innocence. The process
of going through the criminal justice system can seem overwhelming at times because there are so many
moving pieces and players. Understanding a few key aspects of the process can take away some of the
unknowns and help you feel more prepared. What does it mean to press charges? After the initial report is
made to law enforcement, a survivor can decide whether or not they would like to move forward with the
investigation, a process referred to as pressing charges. Ultimately, the decision to press criminal charges is up
to the state. Why would the state decide not to move ahead with the case? If law enforcement or the
prosecution team feel that they are not able to prove guilt, they may decide not to press charges. They may
have encountered challenges proving the case due to a lack of evidence, an inability to identify the perpetrator,
or other factors. It can be tough to hear, but this is not meant to diminish your experience. There are
opportunities to explore your pursuit for justice beyond the criminal justice system. You may choose to file a
civil suit, which is a lawsuit in civil court in order to receive monetary compensation. Learn more about civil
suits from the National Center for Victims of Crime. Charges have been pressed. Many sexual assault cases
are resolved through a plea bargain. This course of action does not involve or require the survivor to testify. If
the case does go to trial it will be tried in criminal court, and the survivor will generally be asked to testify.
Some aspects of state and federal law are designed to protect the interests of survivors who participate in a
trial. One example is a rape shield law, which limits what the defense can ask the victim about prior sexual
history. The prosecutor can also file legal motions to try to protect the victim from having to disclose other
personal information. All states have their own rules and resources for protecting participants in a trial. You
can learn more about the resources in your state from the Office for Victims of Crime. What should I know
about testifying? It can be nerve-racking to speak in public, as well as in a courtroom. In some areas, the local
sexual assault service provider can provide you with an advocate to support you during the trial or resources to
make the process less intimidating. You can learn more about these rights and other resources through the
Office for Victims of Crime. Tips for taking the stand The following tips can help you stay focused and calm
throughout your testimony. Allow yourself to take brief pauses. Stay hydrated; bring a water bottle and take
sips of water throughout. If you feel yourself getting angry or frustrated, take a moment to pause. Keep your
eyes focused on the person asking you questions, rather than looking at the perpetrator or their supporters.
Always tell the truth. You can always ask the attorneys to repeat or rephrase a question so you can better
understand it. Every trial is different. If you have specific questions about testifying, check in with a victim
advocate or the prosecuting attorney. Throughout the criminal justice proceedings, you may want additional
support. To speak with someone who is trained to help, call the National Sexual Assault Hotline at HOPE or
chat online at online. The information is not presented as a source of legal advice. You should not rely, for
legal advice, on statements or representations made within the website or by any externally referenced Internet
sites. If you need legal advice upon which you intend to rely in the course of your legal affairs, consult a
competent, independent attorney. RAINN does not assume any responsibility for actions or non-actions taken
by people who have visited this site, and no one shall be entitled to a claim for detrimental reliance on any
information provided or expressed.
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8: Criminal Cases | United States Courts
How Does Criminal Court Work? Criminal Court Explained Do's & Don'ts of Your First Day in Criminal Court | Hayward
CA Criminal Defense Lawyer - Duration: Win Every Criminal Case From Now.

How the courts work There are different types of courts in England and Wales which cover between them all
legal disputes, from defendants accused of crimes, consumers in debt, children at risk of harm, businesses
involved in commercial disputes or individuals asserting their employment rights. The main three types of
court are: A small number will be referred to a higher court, usually the Crown Court. They are known as
summary offences. Serious cases The most serious offences like murder, robbery or rape can only be dealt
with in the Crown Court, which is able to hand out more severe sentences. Civil cases In England and Wales,
civil disputes - those not relating to family disputes or the committing of a crime - are usually dealt with at the
county courts, sometimes called the small claims courts. Bringing a case to court Civil disputes which are
brought to court are called claims. Once a claimant has brought a case to court, the defendant - the person or
organisation against whom they are bringing the case - has 14 days to decide what to do in response. If the
defendant continues to challenge the case and cannot reach a settlement with the claimant, then the case will
be decided in court at a hearing. Types of cases Civil hearings are presided over by a single judge, without
juries. There are two main types: But not all civil disputes are dealt with at the county courts. Particularly
important, complex or substantial cases are instead dealt with in the High Court. Family courts In England and
Wales, disputes relating to family matters are dealt with in the single family court. Before 22nd April , family
cases were dealt with at Family Proceedings Courts part of magistrates courts or at County Courts. Family
court cases are presided over either by magistrates or judges and are without juries. Find out more about
family courts Care proceedings Where the social services department of a local authority believes that a child
who lives in the area is suffering from abuse or neglect by their parents, they can bring a case to a family court
to try to protect the child and ensure they get the care they need. These court cases are called care proceedings
cases or public law cases. These will often involve a number of different court hearings. At the final hearing,
the judge or the magistrates will make an order which will decide who should look after the child from that
point onwards.
9: What to Expect from the Criminal Justice System | RAINN
Criminal Law Information Proof and Defenses in Criminal Cases Getting a Lawyer for your Criminal Case Steps in a
Criminal Defense Case Arraignment: Your First Court Appearance Plea Bargains in a Criminal Case Legal Elements of
Common Crimes Expungement and Criminal Records.
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