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William Marsh, "the one word, savings bank. Josiah Quincy used to say that the servant girls built most of the
palaces on Beacon street. She flung us out in her plenty, but we cannot shed a hair or a paring of a nail but
instantly she snatches at the shred and appropriates it to her general stock. Nature will not even wait for our
friends to see us, unless we die at home. The moment the breath has left the body she begins to take us to
pieces, that the parts may be used again for other creations. Every man is needy who spends more than he has;
no man is needy who spends less. I may so ill manage, that with L a year I purchase the worst evils of
povertyâ€”terror and shame; I may so well manage my money, that with L a year I purchase the best blessings
of wealth: What is a man, If his chief good, and market of his time, Be but to sleep, and feed? A beast, no
more. Sure He, that made us with such large discourse, Looking before, and after, gave us not That capability
and godlike Reason To rust in us unused. Ambition is the spur that makes man struggle with destiny. Helena;
"but upon what did we rest the creations of our genius? Jesus Christ alone founded his empire on love, and at
this moment millions of men would die for Him. I die before my time and my body will be given back to
worms. Such is the fate of him who has been called the great Napoleon. What an abyss between my deep
misery and the eternal kingdom of Christ, which is proclaimed, loved and adored, and which is extended over
the whole earth. Call you this dying? Is it not rather living? The death of Christ is the death of a God. The
other half, the higher half, must haunt him. Will there not be for him something more powerful than fame to
comfort his sufferings and to sustain his hopes? An ambition which has conscience in it will always be a
laborious and faithful engineer, and will build the road and bridge the chasms between itself and eminent
success by the most faithful and minute performances of duty. The liberty to go higher than we are is given
only when we have fulfilled amply the duty of our present sphere. Thus men are to rise upon their
performances and not upon their discontent. And this is the secret and golden meaning of the command to be
content in whatever sphere we are placed. It is not to be the content of indifference, of indolence, of
unambitious stupidity, but the content of industrious fidelity. When men are building the foundations of vast
structures they must needs labor far below the surface, and in disagreeable conditions. But every course of
stone which they lay raises them higher; and at length, when they reach the surface, they have laid such solid
work under them that they need not fear now to carry up their walls, through towering stories, till they
overlook the whole neighborhood. A man proves himself fit to go higher who shows that he is faithful where
he is. A man that will not do well in his present place, because he longs to be higher, is fit neither to be where
he is nor yet above it; he is already too high and should be put lower. What a man does, that he has. In himself
is his might. Tradition says that when Solomon received the gift of an emerald vase from the Queen of Sheba
he filled it with an elixir which he only knew how to prepare, one drop of which would prolong life
indefinitely. A dying criminal begged for a drop of the precious fluid, but Solomon refused to prolong a
wicked life. When good men asked for it they were refused, or failed to obtain it when promised, as the king
would forget or prefer not to open the vase to get but a single drop. When at last the king became ill, and bade
his servants bring the vase, he found that the contents had all evaporated. So it is often with our hope, our
faith, our ambition, our aspiration. A man cannot aspire if he looks down. God has not created us with
aspirations and longings for heights to which we cannot climb. Even hope is but a promise of the possibility of
its own fulfillment. Life should be lived in earnest. It is no idle game, no farce to amuse and be forgotten. It is
a stern reality, fuller of duties than the sky of stars. You cannot have too much of that yearning which we call
aspiration, for, even though you do not attain your ideal, the efforts you make will bring nothing but blessing;
while he who fails of attaining mere worldly goals is too often eaten up with the canker-worm of disappointed
ambition. To all will come a time when the love of glory will be seen to be but a splendid delusion, riches
empty, rank vain, power dependent, and all outward advantages without inward peace a mere mockery of
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wretchedness. The wisest men have taken care to uproot selfish ambition from their breasts. Shakespeare
considered it so near a vice as to need extenuating circumstances to make it a virtue. Who has not noticed the
power of love in an awkward, crabbed, shiftless, lazy man? He becomes gentle, chaste in language, energetic.
Love brings out the poetry in him. It is only an idea, a sentiment, and yet what magic it has wrought. Nothing
we can see has touched the man, yet he is entirely transformed. Not less does ambition completely transform a
human being, for a woman thirsting for fame can work where a man equally resolute would faint. He despises
ease and sloth, welcomes toil and hardship, and shakes even kingdoms to gratify his master passion. Mere
ambition has impelled many a man to a life of eminence and usefulness; its higher manifestation, aspiration,
has led him beyond the stars. If the aim be right the life in its details cannot be far wrong. Your heart must
inspire what your hands execute, or the work will be poorly done. The hand cannot reach higher than does the
heart. But do not strive to reach impossible goals. It is wholly in your power to develop yourself, but not
necessarily so to make yourself a king. How many Presidents of the United States or Prime Ministers of
England are chosen within the working lifetime of a man? What if a thousand young men resolve to become
President or Prime Minister? While such prizes are within your reach, remember that your will must be
tremendous and your qualifications of the highest order, or you cannot hope to secure them. Too many are
deluded by ambition beyond their power of attainment, or tortured by aspirations totally disproportionate to
their capacity for execution. You may, indeed, confidently hope to become eminent in usefulness and power,
but only as you build upon a broad foundation of self-culture; while, as a rule, specialists in ambition as in
science are apt to become narrow and one-sided. Darwin was very fond of poetry and music when young, but
after devoting his life to science, he was surprised to find Shakespeare tedious. He said that, if he were to live
his life again, he would read poetry and hear music every day, so as not to lose the power of appreciating such
things. God asks no man whether he will accept life. That is not the choice. You must take it. The only choice
is how. And I invite all other men to the utmost of my power; and you, too, I invite to this contest, which, I
affirm, surpasses all contests here. Did ever a man try heroism, magnanimity, truth, sincerity, and find that
there was no advantage in them,â€”that it was a vain endeavor? It is not enough now and then to mount on
wings of ecstasy into the infinite. We must habitually dwell there. The great man is he who abides easily on
heights to which others rise occasionally and with difficulty. Hope lifts us step by step up the mysterious
ladder, the top of which no eye hath ever seen. Though we do not find what hope promised, yet we are
stronger for the climbing, and we get a broader outlook upon life which repays the effort. Indeed, if we do not
follow where hope beckons, we gradually slide down the ladder in despair. Strive ever to be at the top of your
condition. A high standard is absolutely necessary. Never say "Fail" again. The other boys had laughed when
he rose, for they expected a bad failure. But when the rest of the class had tried, the teacher said Tommy had
done the best of all, and gave him the prize. At this the other pupils laughed aloud, but the teacher said: How
did the snail teach you, Tommy? So I learned it little by little, and did not give up. By the time the snail
reached the top of the wall, I had learned the whole poem. Luck forever runs against them, and for others. One
with a good profession lost his luck in the river, where he idled away his time a-fishing. Another with a good
trade perpetually burnt up his luck by his hot temper, which provoked all his employes to leave him. Another
with a lucrative business lost his luck by amazing diligence at everything but his own business. Another who
steadily followed his trade, as steadily followed the bottle. Another who was honest and constant to his work,
erred by his perpetual misjudgment,â€”he lacked discretion. Hundreds lose their luck by indulging sanguine
expectations, by trusting fraudulent men, and by dishonest gains. A man never has good luck who has a bad
wife. I never knew an early-rising, hard-working, prudent man, careful of his earnings and strictly honest, who
complained of his bad luck. A good character, good habits, and iron industry are impregnable to the assaults of
the ill luck that fools are dreaming of. But when I see a tatterdemalion creeping out of a grocery late in the
forenoon with his hands stuck into his pockets, the rim of his hat turned up, and the crown knocked in, I know
he has had bad luck,â€”for the worst of all luck is to be a sluggard, a knave, or a tippler.
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When he was three years old, his mother died at the age of twenty-two, leaving Orison and his two sisters in
the care of their father, who was a farmer, hunter, and trapper. When Orison was seven years old, his father
died from injuries incurred while in the woods. Consequently, the children were shuttled from one guardian to
another, with Orison working for five successive families as a "hired boy" to earn his keep. Marden valued the
book as if it were "worth its weight in diamonds" and virtually committed its contents to memory. He
developed a deep respect and admiration for the author, whose work instilled in him a desire to inspire others
as Samuel Smiles had done for him. By his early thirties, he had earned his academic degrees in science, arts,
medicine and law. During his college years he supported himself by working in a hotel and afterward by
becoming the owner of several hotels and a resort. He remained a successful hotel owner till his early forties
see "Timeline" for dates and other details. It was a bold decision to which he had given careful thought, having
suffered repeated business reversals and a hotel fire. His fervent sense of idealism along with an urgent sense
of "now or never" in middle life spurred him onward in his new goal. Over five thousand pages of manuscripts
â€” the fruit of all the spare time he had been able to snatch from nearly fifteen crowded years of business life
â€” had gone up in smoke Having nothing but his nightshirt on when he escaped from the fire, he went down
the street to provide himself with necessary clothing. As soon as this had been attended to, he bought a
twenty-five cent notebook, and, while the ruins of the hotel were still smoking, began to rewrite from memory
the manuscript of his dream book. With little money, but with lots of time on his hands, he decided to rewrite
the manuscript. He took a train for Boston, boarded an inexpensive little room, and threw himself
energetically into his work. In a short time, he finished writing not only his dream book - Pushing to the Front
- but also a second book, Architects of Fate. He then made three manuscripts of Pushing to the Front and
submitted them to three Boston publishing firms for approval. All three firms wanted to publish the book upon
a first reading of the manuscript. Morgan cited it as inspiration. It is known and read in practically every
country in the world. Each of his books has produced dozens of famous quotes, and he is considered the base
and inspiration of dozens of modern authors of self-help and motivation. The publication had its own building
and printing plant in New York and was backed by a workforce of two hundred or more employees. Other
articles featured personal interviews of successful men and women. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie. Over
fifty of these interviews were later compiled into book form. Timeline[ edit ] Note: Those marked with an
asterisk are plausible approximates where no exact year was found. Events where no approximate year can be
ascertained are marked They have three children - Orison Jr. Marden and his family. Lowrey, a prominent
Chicago businessman, helps Marden revive the Success publishing firm January - The first issue of the new
Success magazine appears January 26 - Honored by his staff of the Success firm in New York who see him for
the last time March 10 - Dr. Like many proponents of the New Thought philosophy, Marden believed that our
thoughts influence our lives and our life circumstances. He said, "We make the world we live in and shape our
own environment. It is not in your environment; it is not in luck or chance, or the help of others; it is in
yourself alone. He favored the "bold headline" approach and presented his ideas with brevity, directness and
clarity. It was perhaps owing to his business background that he could pack so much "punch" into a mere few
words. He also carried a distinctive American tone and syntax that modern readers may easily relate to.
Among the many subjects to be found in his writings, perhaps his strongest were in business, salesmanship
and the art of balanced living. Other interests include literature, history, philosophy, biography, fine art,
education, psychology, and physical health. Like Samuel Smiles, he expounded upon many of the virtues that
make up success, such as self-reliance, perseverance, and hard work. His writings breathe a spirit of "lofty
austerity" and focus on themes of adversity and triumph, defeat and victory, failure and success. Marden made
frequent use of metaphors and similes in conveying ethical principles and moral lessons. Objects or scenes
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observable in nature such as rocks, marbles, streams, trees, snows, and tempests imparted a sublime, poetic
depth to his writing: The frost, the snows, the tempests, the lightnings, are the rough teachers that bring the
tiny acorn to the sturdy oak Obstacles, hardships are the chisel and mallet which shape the strong life into
beauty. The quote gives us some insight into the mind of a great man and the invisible power that sustained
him during a time of great crisis. Neither ridicule nor caricature, neither dread of enemies nor desertion of
friends, could shake his indomitable faith in his ability to lead the nation through the greatest struggle in its
history.
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You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included with this
eBook or online at www. Orison Swett Marden Release Date: February 3, [EBook ] Language: English
Character set encoding: Hover over underlined word in the text to see the corrections made. A full list of
corrections can be found at the end of the text. Symbol of a hand pointing right has been replaced with a right
arrow: Will You Pay the Price? The great need at this hour is manly men. We want no goodygoody piety; we
have too much of it. We want men who will do right, though the heavens fall, who believe in God, and who
will confess Him. All the world cries, Where is the man who will save us? We want a man! You have him at
hand. This manâ€”it is you, it is I; it is each one of us! Nothing harder, if one knows not how to will it;
nothing easier, if one wills it. It matters little to me whether my pupil be designed for the army, the pulpit, or
the bar. To live is the profession I would teach him. When I have done with him, it is true he will be neither a
soldier, a lawyer, nor a divine. Let him first be a man ; Fortune may remove him from one rank to another, as
she pleases, he will be always found in his place. Garfield, when asked what he meant to be, "I must make
myself a man; if I do not succeed in that, I can succeed in nothing. To endure the strain of our concentrated
civilization, the coming man and woman must have an excess of animal spirits. They must have a robustness
of health. Mere absence of disease is not health. It is the overflowing fountain, not the one half full, that gives
life and beauty to the valley below. Only he is healthy who exults in mere animal existence; whose very life is
a luxury; who feels a bounding pulse throughout his body; who feels life in every limb, as dogs do when
scouring over the field, or as boys do when gliding over fields of ice. Dispense with the doctor by being
temperate; the lawyer by keeping out of debt; the demagogue, by voting for honest men; and poverty, by being
industrious. Said Jean Paul Richter: It is almost impossible to find a really competent person in any
department, and oftentimes we have to make many trials before we can get a position fairly well filled. It is a
superficial age; very few prepare for their work. Of thousands of young women trying to get a living at
typewriting, many are so ignorant, so deficient in the common rudiments even, that they spell badly, use bad
grammar, and know scarcely anything of punctuation. In fact, they murder the English language. They can
copy, "parrot like," and that is about all. The same superficiality is found in nearly all kinds of business. It is
next to impossible to get a first-class mechanic; he has not learned his trade; he has picked it up, and botches
everything he touches, spoiling good material and wasting valuable time. In the professions, it is true, we find
greater skill and faithfulness, but usually they have been developed at the expense of mental and moral
breadth. In society, the most accomplished man of mere professional skill is often a nullity; he has sunk his
personality in his dexterity. They seem to have a sweep of intellect that is grand; a penetrative power that is
phenomenal; they seem to know everything, to have read everything, to have seen everything. Nothing seems
to escape the keenness of their vision. But somehow they are forever disappointing our expectations. They
raise great hopes only to dash them. They are men of great promise, but they never pay. There is some
indefinable want in their make-up. What the world needs is a clergyman who is broader than his pulpit, who
does not look upon humanity with a white neckcloth ideal, and who would give the lie to the saying that the
human race is divided into three classes: Wanted, a clergyman who does not look upon his congregation from
the standpoint of old theological books, and dusty, cobweb creeds, but who sees the merchant as in his store,
the clerk as making sales, the lawyer pleading before the jury, the physician standing over the sick bed; in
other words, who looks upon the great throbbing, stirring, pulsing, competing, scheming, ambitious,
impulsive, tempted, mass of humanity as one of their number, who can live with them, see with their eyes,
hear with their ears, and experience their sensations. The world has a standing advertisement over the door of
every profession, every occupation, every calling: Wanted, a shopkeeper who does not discuss markets
wherever he goes. A man should be so much larger than his calling, so broad and symmetrical in his culture,
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that he would not talk shop in society, that no one would suspect how he gets his living. Nothing is more
apparent in this age of specialties than the dwarfing, crippling, mutilating influence of occupations or
professions. Specialties facilitate commerce, and promote efficiency in the professions, but are often
narrowing to individuals. The spirit of the age tends to doom the lawyer to a narrow life of practice, the
business man to a mere money-making career. There is nothing to call out his individuality, his ingenuity, his
powers of balancing, judging, deciding. He stands there year after year, until he seems but a piece of
mechanism. His powers, from lack of use, dwindle to mediocrity, to inferiority, until finally he becomes a
mere part of the machine he tends. Wanted, a man who will not lose his individuality in a crowd, a man who
has [Page 11] [Page 9] [Page 10] the courage of his convictions, who is not afraid to say "No," though all the
world say "Yes. Wanted, a man who is larger than his calling, who considers it a low estimate of his
occupation to value it merely as a means of getting a living. Wanted, a man who sees self-development,
education and culture, discipline and drill, character and manhood, in his occupation. As Nature tries every
way to induce us to obey her laws by rewarding their observance with health, pleasure and happiness, and
punishes their violation by pain and disease, so she resorts to every means to induce us to expand and develop
the great possibilities she has implanted within us. She nerves us to the struggle, beneath which all great
blessings are buried, and beguiles the tedious marches by holding up before us glittering prizes, which we may
almost touch, but never quite possess. She covers up her ends of discipline by trial, of character building
through suffering by throwing a splendor and glamour over the future; lest the hard, dry facts of the present
dishearten us, and she fail in her great purpose. How else could Nature call the youth away from all the charms
that hang around young life, but by presenting to his imagination pictures of future bliss and greatness which
will haunt his dreams until he resolves to make them real. As a mother teaches her babe to walk, by holding up
a toy at a distance, not that the child may reach the toy, but that it may develop its muscles and strength,
compared with which the toys are mere baubles; so Nature goes before us through life, tempting us with
higher and higher toys, but ever with one object in viewâ€”the development of the man. In every great
painting of the masters there is one idea or figure which stands out boldly beyond everything else. Every other
idea or figure on the canvas is subordinate to this idea or figure, and finds its real significance not in itself, but,
pointing to the central idea, finds its true expression there. So in the vast universe of God, every object of
creation is but a guide-board with an index finger pointing to the central figure of the created universeâ€”Man.
Nature writes this thought upon every leaf; she thunders it in every creation; it exhales from every flower; it
twinkles in every star. Open thy bosom, set thy wishes wide, And let in manhoodâ€”let in happiness; Admit
the boundless theatre of thought From nothing up to God Who waits until the wind shall silent keep, Who
never finds the ready hour to sow, Who watcheth clouds, will have no time to reap. The secret of success in
life is for a man to be ready for his opportunity when it comes. Do the best you can where you are; and, when
that is accomplished, God will open a door for you, and a voice will call, "Come up hither into a higher
sphere. Our grand business is, not to see what lies dimly at a distance, but to do what lies clearly at hand.
Going into the house without knocking, I overheard a letter read from the son of a neighbor, who was then at
West Point, stating that he had failed in examination and was coming home. I got the butter, took it home, and,
without waiting for breakfast ran to the office of the congressman for our district. The next day the defeated
lad came home, and the congressman, laughing at my sharpness, gave me the appointment. It was his own
shrewdness to see the chance, and the promptness to seize it, that urged him upward. The careless, the slow,
the unobservant, the lazy fail to see it, or clutch at it when it has gone. The sharp fellows detect it instantly,
and catch it when on the wing. The utmost which can be said about the matter is, that circumstances will, and
do combine to help men at some periods of their lives, and combine to thwart them at others. Thus much we
freely admit; but there is no fatality in these combinations, neither any such thing as "luck" or "chance," as
commonly understood. They come and go like all other opportunities and occasions in life, and if they are
seized upon and made the most of, the man whom they benefit is fortunate; but if they are neglected and
allowed to pass by unimproved, he is unfortunate. I came here to learn business," and moves reluctantly. He
gets promoted, gets the confidence of business men as well as of his employers, and is soon known as a
successful man. If he has his health, nothing can keep him from success. Soon he had an idea: He sold out his
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oysters as fast as he could get them, at a good profit. In that same market he continued to deal in oysters and
fish for forty years, became king of the business, and ended by founding a college. His success was won by
industry and honesty. Peace has been declared. Now we must be up and doing. We shall have our hands full,
but we can do as much as anybody. He knew that it would be a month before the ice yielded for the season,
and that thus the merchants in other towns where the harbors were open, would have time to be in the foreign
markets before him. His decision therefore was instantly taken. Charles, do you find Mr. John, engage
half-a-dozen truckmen for to-day and to-morrow. Stephen, do you hunt up as many gravers and caulkers as
you can, and hire them to work for me. Before night the ships were afloat, and moved some distance down the
channel; and by the time they had reached the wharf, namely, in some eight or ten days, their rigging and spars
were aloft, their upper timbers caulked, and everything ready for them to go to sea. Large and quick gains
rewarded his enterprise, and then his neighbors spoke depreciatingly of his "good luck. A Baltimore lady lost a
valuable diamond bracelet at a ball, and supposed it was stolen from the pocket of her cloak. Years afterward,
she walked the streets near the Peabody Institute to get money to purchase food.
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