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A conscientious objector in the culture war. Collect Postcommunion for the Anniversary of the Dedication of
a Church O God, who of elect and living stones dost fashion for thy divine majesty an everlasting habitation:
We beseech thee to assist the supplications of us thy people; that, like as thy Church increaseth in outward and
visible habitations, so it may grow and prosper in all inward and spiritual advancement; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Humanity in Trinity The organic body sang together; dialects of the world sprang in Byzantium;
back they rang to sing in Byzantium; the streets repeat the sound of the Throne. The Acts issue from the
Throne. Under it, translating the Greek minuscula to minds of the tribes, the identities of creation
phenomenally abating to kinds and kindreds, the household inscribes the Acts of the Emperor; the logothetes
run down the porphyry stair bearing the missives through the area of empire. We wrangle a good deal partly
because, while both of us are anarchists, he is the wrong sort of anarchist: I have decided to take a stab at it. In
order to have a coherent theory of politics, we must first have a coherent theory of man. This implies the
following: We are innately creative; art, inventing, cultivating, building, and the begetting of children are all
expressions of basic humanity. The first thing we are told about God before we are created in his image is
precisely that he is a, the, Creator. We are simultaneously individual and interrelated: God is Trinity, neither
confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. Both personal distinctness and intrinsic relationship are
essential to a proper idea of man. This already gives us a limited but important framework for what human
societies ought to be. Mere chaos is against human nature. So are societies so rigid as to actively suppress
creativity and innovation; those that deny the dignity of the individual in favor of the collective; and those that
deny any claim, of others or of society as a whole, upon the individual person. A rationally organized society,
one that embraces both creativity and fertility, and that affirms both the dignity of the individual and the
essentially relational character of each individual, is a society that accords with human nature. Not only are the
totalitarian ideas of Thomas Hobbes, Karl Marx, and Francisco Franco incompatible with a fully Catholic
vision of humanity: This is as it should be. Nonetheless, I think we can define the parameters of a good society
further. He posed this reasonable question: If American law were more perfect, could incels sue for a wife?
Now, there are rights where you obviously could do this. How are we to understand this? I will begin by
approaching the matter from a different angle. Lewis writes in Reflections on the Psalms: Nor that â€¦ a human
being will have suffered injustice if it is not awarded. The Chestâ€”Magnanimityâ€”Sentimentâ€”these are the
indispensable liaison officers between cerebral man and visceral man. It may even be said that it is by this
middle element that man is man: They are at minimum those things which everyone should be able to enjoy;
they are proper to human life; if someone lacks them save by their own choice it is a probable indicator that
something is wrong with society. Just, effective means will vary depending on problems and circumstances.
But that question itself cannot be dealt with adequately unless we recognize the defective relationship of the
reality to the ideal. Which in turn means acknowledging the ideal. Among the Trinity, what is fitting is
perfectly rendered by each Person to the others: An unfallen humanity, which needed no political governance,
would presumably operate the same way, freely responding to the intrinsic dignity of every person in an
adequate way. But that is not what we have; man is fallen; politics even anarchist politics is very largely a
study in when it is appropriate to compel others to do right or to refrain from doing wrong, and when others
should be suffered to stray, every one to his own way. We must, therefore, turn from the trinitarian character
of humanity to its fallen character, and try to understand their relationship. After writing this post, I discovered
that the language of positive and negative rights is used differently in technical discussions of moral theory
among academics. Which, good luck with that, I guess? Obviously, happenstance and variation will be
involved in some cases. But when a trend emerges, that merits investigation.
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text. Chapin Engraved by J. A volume like the present hardly requires the formality of a preface. It is the
continuation of a series already published, and, like that, aims at applying the highest standard of Morality and
Religion to the phases of every-day life. In order, however, that the view with which these discourses have
been prepared may not be misconceived, I wish merely to say that I am far from supposing that these are the
only themes to be preached, or that they constitute the highest class of practical subjects, and shall be sorry if
in any way they seem to imply a neglect of that interior and holy life which is the spring not only of right
affections, but of clear perception and sturdy, every-day duty. I hope, on the contrary, that the very aspects of
this busy city lifeâ€”the very problems which start out of itâ€”will tend to convince men of the necessity of
this inward and regenerating principle. I may have failed in the method, I trust I have not in the purpose. New
York, May, Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets. The great truths of religion may be
communicated to the mind and the heart in two waysâ€”by abstract treatment, and by illustration. It must be
taken up in its absolute connection with God, and with our own souls. In solitary meditation, in
self-examination, and in prayer, we shall learn the intrinsic claims which Faith and Duty have upon reason and
conscience. Thus our Saviour pronounced his great doctrines of Eternal Life, and of Personal Religion, and
then turned to the world for a commentary. Under his teaching nature became an illuminated missal, lettered
by the lilies of the field, and pencilled with hues that played through the leaves of Olivet. The wild birds, in
their flight, bore upward the beautiful lesson of Providence, and the significance of the Kingdom of Heaven
was contained in a mustard-seed. By no abstruse reasoning did he make his instructions so vivid to his
disciples, and so fresh to ourselves. But he awoke the conviction of moral need, and repentance, and Divine
Love, by drawing from instances with which they had been familiar all their livesâ€”the procedures of
government, the transactions of business, the labors of the husbandman, and the incidents of home. Nor need
this always be sharply [13] [14] [15] obvious. It is only necessary that our point of view be sufficiently
elevated to throw a spiritual light upon things, and to reveal their moral relations; for, often, our
understandings are cleared, and our hearts made better, by the mere scope and tendency of such observations.
With this conviction, I called your attention, last winter, to some of the "Aspects of City Life," and with the
same view, I wish now to address you, for a few Sunday evenings, on the Conditions of Humanity in the City,
in which series I shall endeavor not only to present new topics of interest, but to urge more explicitly some
points, which, in the afore-mentioned discourses, I merely touched upon. The essential meaning of the
personification in the text is in accordance, I think, with the general tenor of remark which I have just been
making. For I understand it to mean, that everything is instructive, that even in the common ways of life the
most important truths, and the profoundest moral and religious significance, are contained. And the words
before us, also, specifically indicate the subject upon which I wish to speak this evening, for they declare that
"Wisdom Engaged with your own special interests, and busy with monotonous details, you may not heed it;
and yet there is something finer than the grandest poetry, even in the mere spectacle of these multitudinous
billows of life, rolling down the long, broad, avenue. It is an inspiring lyric, this inexhaustible procession, in
the misty perspective ever lost, ever renewed, sweeping onward between its architectural banks to the music of
innumerable wheels; the rainbow colors, the silks, the velvets, the jewels, the tatters, the plumes, the
facesâ€”no two alikeâ€”shooting out from unknown depths, and passing away for everâ€”perpetually
sweeping onward in the fresh air of morning, under the glare of noon, under the fading, flickering light, until
the shadow climbs the tallest spire, and night comes with revelations and mysteries of its own. And yet this
changeful tide of activity is no mere lyric. It is an epic, rather, unfolding in its progress the contrasts, the
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conflicts, the heroisms, the failures, â€”in one word, the great and solemn issues of human life. And a few
comprehensive lessons from that "Wisdom which uttereth her voice in the streets," may prove a fitting
introduction, from which we can pass to consider more specific conditions of humanity in the city. Taking up
the subject in this light, I observe that the first lesson of the street is in the illustration which it affords us of
thediversities of human conditions. The most superficial eye recognizes this. A city is, in one respect, like a
high mountain; the latter is an epitome of the physical globe; for its sides are belted by products of every zone,
from the tropical luxuriance that clusters around its base, to its arctic summit far up in the sky. So is the city an
epitome of the social world. All the belts of civilization intersect along its avenues. It contains the products of
every moral zone. It is cosmopolitan, not only in a national, but in a spiritual, sense. Here you may find not
only the finest Saxon culture, but the grossest barbaric degradation. There you pass a form of Caucasian [16]
[17] [18] development, the fine-cut features, the imperial forehead, the intelligent eye, the confident tread, the
true port and stature of a man. But who is this that follows in his track; under the same national sky,
surrounded by the same institutions, and yet with those pinched features, that stunted form, that villainous
look; is it Papuan, Bushman, or Carib? Fitly representing either of these, though born in a Christian city, and
bearing about not only the stamp of violated physical law, but of moral neglect and baseness. And no one
needs to be told that there are savages in New York, as well as in the islands of the sea. China, India, Africa,
will you not find their features in some circles of the social world right around you? Dark minds from which
God is obscured; deluded souls, whose fetish is the dice-box or the bottle; apathetic spirits, steeped in sensual
abomination, unmoved by a moral ripple, soaking in the slump of animal vitality. False gods, more hideous,
more awful, than Moloch or Baal; worshipped with shrieks, worshipped with curses, with the hearth-stone for
the bloody altar, and the drunken husband for the immolating priest, and women and children for the victims. I
have no terms of respect too high for the brave and conscientious men who carry the gospel, and their own
lives, in their hands to distant shores. But, surely, they need not go thus far toseekfor the benighted and the
debased. The richest products of modern progress and Christian culture grow on the verge of barren wastes,
and jungles of violence, and "the region of the shadow of death. Here sits the beggar, sick and pinched with
cold; and there goes a man of no better flesh and blood, and no more authentic charter of soul, wrapped in
comfort, and actually bloated with luxury. There issues the whine of distress, beside the glittering
carriage-wheels. There, amidst the rush of gaiety; the busy, selfish whirl; half naked, shivering, with her bare
feet on the icy pavement, stands the little girl, with the shadow of an experience upon her that has made her
preternaturally old, and it may be, driven the angel from her face. And here, too, through the brilliant street,
and the broad light of day, walks Purity, enshrined in the loveliest form of womanhood. And along that same
street by night, attended by fitting shadows, strolls womanhood discrowned, clothed with painted shame, yet,
even in the springs of that guilty heart not utterly quenched. We render just homage to the one, we pour scorn
upon the other; but, could we trace back the lines of circumstance, and inquire why the one stands guarded
with such sweet respect, and why the other has fallen, we might raise problems with which we cannot tax
Providence, which we may not lay altogether to the charge of the condemned, but for which we might [19]
[20] [21] challenge an answer from society. And yet, it is possible to surmise the purpose of these diversities.
We know, for one thing, that out of them come some of the noblest instances of character and of achievement.
Ignorance and crime and poverty and vice, stand in fearful contrast to knowledge and integrity and wealth and
purity; but they likewise constitute the dark background against which the virtues of human life stand out in
radiant relief; virtues developed by the struggle which they create; virtues which seem impossible without
their co-existence. For, whence issues any such thing asvirtue, except out of the temptation and antagonism of
vice? How couldCharityhave appeared in the world, were there no dark waysever to be trodden by its bright
feet, and no suffering and sadness to require its aid? I look at these asylums, these hospitals, these ragged
schoolsâ€”a zodiac of beautiful charities, girdling all this selfishness and sinâ€”I look at these monuments
which humanity will honor when war shall be but a legend, and laurels have withered to dust; and when I
think what they have grown out of, and why they stand here, I regard them as so many sublime way-marks by
which Providence unfolds its purposes among men, and by which men trace out the plan of God. And then,
again, perhaps this problem of human diversity presses heaviest where civilization is the most advanced, in
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order that men may be more sharply aroused to seek some practical solution. It is an encouraging sign when an
evil begins to be intensely felt, and the demand for relief becomes desperate. The civilization of our time is
imperfect; involves many incongruities; perhaps creates some evils; but that it is an improved civilization, is
evinced by the fact that it isself-conscious; for perception is the necessary antecedent of endeavor and success.
The contrasts of human condition, then, that unfold themselves in the crowded street, may teach us our duty
and our responsibility in lessening social inequality and need. That lesson unfolds the essentialunityof
humanity. We are shallow judges of the happiness or the misery of others, if we estimate it by any marks that
distinguish them from ourselves; if, for instance, we say that because they have more money they are happier,
or because they live more meagrely they are more wretched. For, men are allied by much more than they
differ. The rich man, rolling by in his chariot, and the beggar, shivering in his rags, are allied by much more
than they differ. And now, see into what an essential unity this criterion draws the jostling, divergent masses
in yonder street! Each man there, [22] [24] [25] like all the rest, finds life to be a discipline. Each has his
separate form of discipline; but it bears upon the kindred spirit that is in every one of us, and strikes upon
motives, sympathies, faculties, that run through the common humanity. But I do not allude merely to these
accidental contrasts. I mean that about equal measures of trial, equal measures of what men call good and evil,
are allotted to all; enough, at least, to prove the identity of our humanity, and to show that we are all subjects
of the same great plan. You say that the poor man who passes yonder, carrying his burden, has a hard lot of it,
and it may be he has; but the rich man who brushes by him has a hard lot of it tooâ€”just as hard forhim, just
as well fitted to discipline him for the great ends of life. He has his money to take care of; a pleasant
occupation, you may think; but, after all, anoccupation, with all the strain and anxiety of labor, making more
hard work for him, day and night, perhaps, than his neighbor has who digs ditches or thumps a lapstone. And
it is quite likely that he feels poorer than the poor man, and, if he ever becomes self-conscious, has great
reason to feel meaner. And then, he has his rivalries, his competitions, his troubles of caste and etiquette, so
that the merchant, in his sumptuous apartments, comes to the same essential point, "sweats, and bears fardels,"
as well as his brother in the garret; tosses on his bed with surfeit, or perplexity, while the other is wrapped in
peaceful slumber; and, if he is one who recognizes the moral ends of life, finds himself called upon to contend
with his own heart, and to fight with peculiar temptations. But, say you,"hereis one who is returning to a home
of destitution, of misery; where the light of the natural day is almost shut out, but in which brood the deeper
shadows of despair. The measure of joy, too, is distributed with the same impartiality as the measure of woe.
After all, happiness is the rule, not the exception, even in the hearts that beat in the crowded city; and its great
elements are as common as the air, and the sunshine, and free movement, and good health. And no one doubts
that the great dispensations of life, the events that make epochs in our fleeting years, cleave through all the
strata of outward difference, and lay bare the core of our one humanity. Those divergent currents have carried
them out upon the same placid sea at last; and the same solemn light streams upon the clasped hands and the
uplifted faces. It seems a very superficial matter beside the silent and starless mystery that enfolds them all. In
what I have thus said I do not mean to maintain that outward conditions are nothing. I think they are a great
deal; and we do right in striving to improve them; in escaping the evil, and seeking to secure the good that
pertains to them. But, I repeat, when we come to the essential humanity, to the real discipline and substance of
life, we find the same great features; and so this lesson of the street may help explain the problem suggested
by the other; may reconcile each of us to our condition in the crowd, and direct our attention to substantial
results. But, again, the street, with its processions and activities, teaches us that much in human life is
merelyphenomenal, merelyappears. We enter into this truth by a very common train of observation. And even
the complexion of some, with its red and white, is more unsubstantial than all the rest; for it is in danger of
being washed away by the first shower. It is strange to meet people whose personal significance in life is that
of a shop window exhibiting lace and jewelry; strange to encounter men in whose place we might substitute a
well-dressed effigy, and they would hardly be missed. Of course appearances should be attended to, and are
good in their place. It is right that we should honor society by our best looks and ways. But it is not merely
ridiculous, it is sad, to think how much in the street, where humanity exhibits all its phases, is appearance and
but little else. But dress and manners are not all that is phenomenal in human life. These men and women
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themselves, this streaming crowd, these brick walls and stately pinnacles, those that pursue and the things that
are pursued, are only appearances. It may be profitable for us to stand apart from this multitude, this river of
living forms, and think in how short a time it all will have passed away; how short a time since, and it was not!
A little while ago, and this rich and populous city was a green island, and our beautiful bay clasped it in its
silver arms like an emerald.
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History[ edit ] Dr. Goldstein , a historian who received her doctorate from Columbia University, founded
Humanity in Action in The organization began as a pilot project to explore why some societies react to
minority populations with policies of tolerance and acceptance while others respond with rising levels of
xenophobia, hate and violence. The organization sought to use the historical example of how Danish citizens
and their monarch intervened to save the lives of Danish Jews during World War II as a singular case study to
explore this question. In , the organization formally began the Humanity in Action Fellowship, its flagship
program for university students and recent graduates. The first years of the Fellowship took place in
Amsterdam and Copenhagen with students from three nations: Much like the initial pilot projects, the
Fellowship used the Holocaust as its educational focus for a larger exploration of human and minority rights.
Mission[ edit ] Humanity in Action aims to instill the values of human dignity and moral responsibility for the
protection of the rights of minorities in a new generation of social, cultural and political leaders. Students are
challenged to explore innovative approaches to safeguarding human rights through a mix of discussions, site
visits, film screenings, lectures, and other events. Humanity in Action places a particular emphasis on
developing its network of alumni, known as Senior Fellows. The organization seeks to educate future human
rights leaders through an intense fellowship experience that transcends the norms of a typical college
classroom. Lastly, it hopes to inspire students to act on issues concerning human and minority rights. The
programs are divided between those with an educational focus and those that provide professional work
experience. This program brings together roughly university students and recent graduates each June to study
human and minority rights. The programs take place simultaneously in six cities: The fellowship brings
together participants from 10 countries: Fellowship participants engage in debates, visit nearby historical sites,
and meet speakers who work on issues relevant to their interests. The month-long fellowship culminates with
participants from all five programs meeting for the Humanity in Action International Conference. Past
conferences have been held in locales such as Berlin, Sarajevo, and Warsaw. Fellows are most often placed
within the office of a member of the House of Representatives or a Congressional subcommittee. Fellows
receive work experience and attend educational sessions similar to those of the Humanity in Action
Fellowship. To date, more than fellows have participated in the program. Participants are placed in either the
office of a Member of Parliament or a nonprofit organization based in Brussels. Similar to the Washington,
DC program, the fellowship is structured to offer both practical work experience and educational
programming. This educational fellowship focuses on issues related to international affairs and foreign policy.
The month-long program placed participants in both Washington, DC and Paris in its inaugural year. In ,
Humanity in Action will expand the program to include Berlin. Participants of the Diplomacy and Diversity
Fellowship engage in group discussions, meet established leaders and write research articles on the issues
explored during the program. In , 24 graduate students from Europe and the United States participated in the
program. Much like its other programs, the fellowship brings together young people from Europe and the
United States for a mix of group discussion and educational visits. The inaugural program was held in the
summer of Notable Senior Fellows of the organization include: Alderperson and Deputy Mayor of the City of
Amsterdam. Founder of Shining Hope for Communities. Member of the European Parliament representing the
Netherlands. President of Bennington College. Each conference has a specific focus or set of issues it aims to
engage with and panelists, experts, and keynote speakers are invited to weigh in and provide context on the
themes of the conference. The first conference in Amsterdam took place in , which brought together Senior
Fellows, alumni, and institutional partners to build opportunities for collaboration and share cross-field
knowledge. Media products produced by Humanity in Action include: Reflections on the Holocaust: A
collection of 12 essays from friends of the organization. International Perspectives on Resistance and Rescue:
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A book published in tandem with a conference on the 70th anniversary of the rescue of Danish Jews during the
Second World War. Collected Essays and Talks: A collection of nine essays and talks by Judith Goldstein. A
film produced by Humanity in Action and directed by Annegriet Wietsma. A collection of essays on topics
spanning the fields of international relations and global diversity, with focus on Libya, sexuality-based asylum
in the EU, and political rifts growing between the East and West. Reflections compiled from Fellows attending
the Conference examining issues of identity, such as national, ethnic, gender, racial, or religious affiliations.
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