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Future trade between blocs is not so clear. Many fear that individual blocs will become inwardly focused and
protectionist. Even if protectionism does not emerge outright, trade diversion could have a similar effect.
Trade diversion occurs when members of a trade group buy more goods from each other due to the elimination
of internal trade barriers, and displace non-member goods. For manufacturers and distributors, foreign market
share may be at risk. In the dynamic international environment, all tools that offer U. And the ability to offer
attractive export financing is becoming essential. On July 8, , the EC formally established a customs union. An
economic decline in the s, compounded by a recession in , caused EC economies to stagnate. Declining
confidence in EC policy and increased import competition from members and non-members alike resulted in
individual EC countries establishing non-tariff barriers directed toward competitors, including other EC
members. Consequently, industries became increasingly inefficient and less competitive with the United
States, Japan and the newly industrialized countries of the Far East. In an attempt to reverse this trend, in , the
European Council, composed of EC member nation heads, agreed that the completion of a unified market was
a priority and requested that the EC Commission propose a timetable for removing all obstacles. In June , the
Commission released its White Paper detailing a timetable ending December 31, , for the implementation of
some directives or measures intended to eliminate all physical, technical and fiscal barriers to intra-EC trade.
Essential to its success was the enactment of the Single European Act that changed EC voting procedure. This
body has matured into a common market. Policies include the elimination of barriers to labor and capital
movements, coordinated monetary and fiscal policies, a common agricultural policy, use of common
investment funds, and similar rules for wage and welfare payments. In late , a survey conducted in Germany
yielded specific conclusions regarding the advantages of the single market. Reported by the Journal of
Commerce on January 4, , the advantages are as follows: A decline in unit costs as production runs are
lengthened; A single EC-wide registration and protection of intellectual property; The harmonization of taxes,
eliminating divergent tax systems that distort competition; Lower research and development costs due to
lengthened production runs; Opportunity for longer product life span; Simplified inventory management no
longer necessitating that individually tailored products satisfy different EC country standards; The elimination
of border delays; Simplification of formalities, resulting from mutual recognition of approval procedures; and
A reduction in product and service costs, resulting from greater product availability and competition. As the
EU expands, it will continue to gain greater economic and political strength, in addition to an enhanced level
of global competitiveness. Should it look inward and establish protectionist measures, U. On the other hand, a
more economically viable Europe can mean more imports. And further integration among EU members, which
creates one set of standards and regulations, can make the export process less complex. The European Union
EU now encompasses 15 countries: Many other countries are waiting for full membership. Turkey applied in ;
Cyprus and Malta applied in ; Switzerland applied in ; and Hungary and Poland applied in Six countries
applied in And the Czech Republic applied for membership in Thus, should all Eastern European countries
eventually become members of the EU, its numbers of consumers would swell to approximately to million.
Provided the EU does not look inward and establish protectionist measures, a more economically viable
Europe should result in more imports. Further integration among EU members, creating one set of standards
and regulations, could make the export process less complex for outsiders. East Asia In recent years, trade
among East Asian nations has increased at a much faster pace than trade outside the region. However,
economic integration is primarily influenced by Japanese investment in the region, creating an informal trade
bloc. Prior to the Asian financial crisis, many Asian economies were growing at the fastest rates in the world.
And, as the region emerges from the crisis, its purchasing power will again increase at favorable rates and
provide a plethora of export and investment opportunities. According to a report published by the Asian
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Development Bank, economic recovery in affected economies to pre-crisis GDP growth rates and per capita
income levels will take a number of years. Thus, many are positioning themselves to take advantage of new
opportunities, while establishing new strategies to mitigate risks caused by the economic crisis. However,
many admit successful navigation through Asian distribution systems will continue to be difficult. Piracy of
intellectual property continues to be an obstacle in many Asian countries, especially China. Numerous
executives believe that vast cultural differences in Asia represent the biggest trade barrier of all. Without a
doubt, close familiarity with Asian markets and a solid understanding of business customs are prerequisites to
doing business there. Companies that take the time to become well-positioned are more likely to reap the trade
and investment opportunities of the 21st century. One of the primary goals of NAFTA is to encourage
expansion of business partnerships among North American firms to promote greater efficiency and to counter
fierce competition from the Far East and Europe. Already strong ties with Canada also have prospered. The
benefits derived from this teamwork will continue to make the United States, Canada and Mexico more
globally competitive at a time when regional trade alliances are becoming increasingly important in the world
economy. Such an agreement would make the Americas one of the largest trading areas in the world, with a
population of million consumers. Latin America and the Caribbean have come a long way in their economic
and political development. Less than 20 years ago, most Latin American countries were run by generals or
dictators closely aligned to the military. Today, freely elected governments rule in almost every Latin
American and Caribbean country. At the end of , average inflation in the region was approximately 10 percent,
a remarkable turnaround from percent in Political and economic reforms in Latin America and the Caribbean
are working well, and the middle class is on the rise. Like East Europeans, Latin Americans have learned that
protectionist policies only result in an inevitable loss in standard of living. As a result, the region has a great
deal more to offer the United States in terms of export markets, investment opportunities and a low-cost
manufacturing base. According to former U. On September 25, , former President Bush notified Congress that
the United States and Mexico intended to initiate free trade negotiations. The agreement was ratified by the U.
House of Representatives on November 18, , and two days later by the Senate, with formal implementation
taking place on January 1, Due to issues concerning wage differences and possible job losses along with
environmental concerns, an unusual coalition of NAFTA opponents emerged that included labor and
environmental activists. The successful vote of to in the House of Representatives was primarily due to the
support of Republican members. Prior to the vote, all former presidents came out to show bipartisan solidarity
for the trade accord. In the final days before the vote in the House, President Clinton had to bargain hard to put
together a majority vote. The Mexican Parliament readily supported the agreement. Although trade with
Mexico was not particularly significant for Canada at the time, the agreement offered long-term potential.
Moreover, the Canadians did not want to be left out of efforts that were expected to lead to far broader open
market agreements in the Western Hemisphere. At that time, U. Except for executives in a few firms, the
textile industry saw free trade with Mexico as the opening of a large market for its business. The textile mill
products sector in Mexico was not well developed. Therefore, Mexico represented a potential 25 percent
market increase for U. In an effort to offset concerns over possible U. The forceful support of textile leaders
for NAFTA swayed some members of Congress from the major textile-producing states to vote in favor of the
agreement. The United States had several fundamental objectives in pursuing a free trade agreement with
Canada and Mexico. These included the promotion of the following: In January , Mexican President Salinas
visited Europe to promote foreign investment that would support the Mexican trade liberalization process. He
found the Europeans preoccupied with Eastern Europe. It became apparent that Europe would not be a
sufficient source of investment and exports. Mexico would have to depend upon U. President Salinas also saw
that an FTA likely would prevent future Mexican presidents from deviating from his economic policies, which
he believed were essential to provide the stability necessary to promote long-term economic growth. The
expected benefits to Mexico of economic integration included the following: Greater and secure access to U.
Canada expected to benefit in ways very similar to the United States, including: Duties on goods in category
A, which had the fastest tariff phase-out, were eliminated entirely on January 1, According to the U.
International Trade Commission, this represents 31 percent of U. Duties on goods in category B were removed
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in five equal annual stages beginning on January 1, And duties on goods in category D will continue to be
duty free. Thus, approximately 50 percent of all U. Products included in this category include: All Mexican
duties will be eliminated on U. Duty rates will be phased out based on the applied rates in effect on July 1, In
addition, should the United States and Mexico agree, tariffs on U. This has been successfully accomplished
several times between the United States and Canada under the U. Other licenses will be eliminated over a 10
year period. These include items such as pharmaceutical inputs and used equipment, including computers,
tractors and industrial machinery. Under these rules, as duties are phased out, the incentive to use North
American goods increases. Customs provisions set out documentation, record keeping, and origin verification
procedures, and provide for advance rulings, review and appeal of customs origin determinations. Instead, it
would be classified as a Japanese product because the value added in the assembly was too small to cause the
required transformation. As a result, U. Customs would assess the same duty as if the product were shipped
directly from Japan to the United States. Under these origin requirements, products wholly obtained in North
America, such as minerals extracted from the ground, undeniably satisfy these rules.
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They arrived at this figure by calculating the years that GATT extends patents on more than currently sold
prescription drugs. These include widespread drugs such as Zantac for ulcers and Capoten for blood pressure.
By extending monopoly patents of the big companies, the small generic drug companies cannot compete until
the patents expire. Generic drug competition almost always markedly reduces prices. Without such
competition, consumers and taxpayers would bear the burden. The FDA promised a decision promptly. The
results thus far from NAFTA are also prompt â€” promptly broken promises by business and governmental
boosters of this trade pact. Well, here is what the boosters promised and what is actually occurring. Trade
Representative, Mickey Kantor, promised hundreds of thousands of new jobs flowing from larger exports to
Mexico. Well, since NAFTA, and especially since the peso devaluation late last year making our exports much
more expensive, the U. This trade deficit cost 60, jobs in the U. As of March , the U. The sharp peso
devaluation not only makes Mexican goods cheaper and U. NAFTA boosters were quick to say that the trade
agreement would bring reduced pollution on the border, less drug trafficking and lower illegal immigration.
All this was supposed to come about by growing prosperity in Mexico and closer U. The reality is that the
reverse is the case â€” there is more pollution, more infectious diseases, more desperate attempts at illegal
crossings and greater drug smuggling. Turmoil, rebellion and worsening poverty led to a recent multi-billion
dollar U. Mexican unemployment is rising fast and inflation is eating away at the meager family budgets in
that unfortunate land. Revisiting their mistakes from their broken promises is not a common trait of
governments. The corporations, of course, could care less if their goal is to relocate south. Companies that are
staying here are finding their exports declining. Other firms like the tomato growers in Florida, along with
their workers, are facing very tough times.
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In doing so, they revised key portions of U. This letter will highlight the most significant changes that may
affect our clients in the United States. The PTO is required to keep the contents of the application secret from
the filing date of an application to the issue date of the corresponding patent. These practices have been
criticized as creating a perverse incentive on patent applicants. Those with inventions in emerging
technologies are said to be encouraged to take steps that would keep their applications pending until the
technology develops and the potential for profit increases. Some who object to this policy apply the label
"submarine patent" to such long-pending applications. These are said to remain "submerged" in the PTO while
an emerging technology blossoms, later "surfacing" to surprise an industry. In contrast, most foreign countries
calculate the term of their patents from the date the application is filed. A typical term is 20 years. In most
such countries, the patent is unenforceable until it is formally granted. So a patent that is pending for two years
before it is granted would be enforceable for a term of 18 years. Also, many countries publish patent
applications at a fixed period after the filing date, often 18 months, regardless of whether patent rights are ever
granted. Due to recent international trade agreements, including the GATT Uruguay Round, the United States
will change the term of enforceability for patents filed after June 7, The present term of 17 years from
issuance of the patent will no longer apply. Instead patents will be effective for 20 years from when the
earliest relevant application is filed. To smooth this conversion, Congress and the PTO have established
transitional provisions and regulations that will benefit holders of some United States patents. Transitional
Provisions Under the transitional provisions, the term of a certain group of patents will extend for the longer
of two alternative calculations: This provision applies to all patent applications now pending, to all patent
applications filed between now and June 7, , and to all issued patents that are in force on June 8, Owners of
pending or issued patents do not have to file anything with the government to take advantage of this bonanza.
They will get it automatically. Also, there will be no additional fees. The sequence of maintenance fees
remains unchanged, coming due 3. New Applications For each new patent application filed on or after June 8,
, any patent that issues will generally expire 20 years from the filing date. The following shows when a U.
Patent Application is filed by June 7, , and if the patent issued before June 8, , then the patent expires 17 years
from issuance. Patent Application is filed by June 7, , and if the patent issues after June 7, , then the patent
expires the later of 17 years from issuance, or 20 years from filing of earliest U. Patent Application is filed
after June 7, , then the patent expires 20 years from filing of application. If a competitor starts to
commercialize the patented invention or makes a substantial investment towards commercializing it before
June 8, , in anticipation that the patent was about to expire at the end of a year term, then that business may
continue these otherwise-infringing acts if they pay the patentee an "equitable remuneration" set by a court.
Best of All Worlds: Applications Filed by June 7, As noted above, Congress created a window of time during
which a patent applicant can get the best of all possible worlds -- or at least the better of the two alternative
patent terms. That is, if a U. If patent prosecution is quick, the term during which the patent can be enforced
may be longer than 17 years. But if patent prosecution is slow perhaps because of an appeal or an interference
proceeding then the term will not be diminished from 17 years after the date the patent issues. If you are at
work on any new inventive developments, consider this window of opportunity to file a patent application that
can take advantage of the special patent term provision. Unless Congress changes the law enacted December
8, , no patent application filed after June 7, , will be assured that the patent term will be as long as 17 years.
Moreover, although the new law provides some amelioration of patent term if there is an appeal or
interference, there is reason to believe that in many instances the term would still be significantly shorter. For
long-lived inventions such as pharmaceuticals, royalties or revenues received near the end of the term can be a
substantial amount of money. It is anticipated that a rush of patent applications will be filed shortly before
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June 8, , in order to take advantage of this special opportunity to "lock in" a longer patent term by filing a
patent application. Review Your Patent License Agreements Another result of the new law is that agreements,
such as patent licenses, that extend until a patent expires may now be significantly affected by the change.
Therefore, it would be appropriate to examine all contracts in which you license patented technology to or
from others with this change in mind. The first thing to look for is whether royalty or other obligations extend
to a stated date or until a particular patent expires. If your agreement is written to expire on a stated date, now
may be the time to begin to negotiate new agreements to take into account the extension of the patent term. In
the latter case, the expiration date of the relevant patent might be affected by the change described above. If
so, the contract may continue for longer than you initially expected. Additional Protection against Patent
Infringement In addition, the new law expands the protection a patentee can receive for patent claims.
Formerly, the patentee had the right to prohibit others from making, from using or from selling the claimed
invention in the United States, and from doing certain other infringing acts. Effective June 8, , for all U. If you
suspect others may be infringing your patent, now would be a good time to evaluate your remedies against
them. Let us know if you would like to be advised of them. And please keep us in mind for the future. Wilf
CompuServe , Internet wilf elman. Copies of this document may be copied and distributed at no charge so
long as 1 no changes are made to this document and 2 no charges are imposed for access to this document
other than any normal connect or download charges. This document contains information of general
applicability and does not constitute legal advice. For an opinion or advice on how the law affects you, you
should retain a qualified attorney.
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Problems playing these files? Within 10 years of the implementation of the agreement, all U. NAFTA also
sought to eliminate non- tariff trade barriers and to protect the intellectual property rights on traded products.
Chapter 20 provides a procedure for the international resolution of disputes over the application and
interpretation of NAFTA. Adams , Susan Getzendanner , George C. Pratt , Charles B. To alleviate concerns
that NAFTA, the first regional trade agreement between a developing country and two developed countries,
would have negative environmental impacts , the commission was mandated to conduct ongoing ex post
environmental assessment , [33] It created one of the first ex post frameworks for environmental assessment of
trade liberalization , designed to produce a body of evidence with respect to the initial hypotheses about
NAFTA and the environment, such as the concern that NAFTA would create a " race to the bottom " in
environmental regulation among the three countries, or that NAFTA would pressure governments to increase
their environmental protections. Agriculture is the only section that was not negotiated trilaterally; instead,
three separate agreements were signed between each pair of parties. This became a High Priority Corridor
under the U. Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of Canada You can help by adding to it.
Commenting on this trade-off , Trefler said that the critical question in trade policy is to understand "how freer
trade can be implemented in an industrialized economy in a way that recognizes both the long-run gains and
the short-term adjustment costs borne by workers and others". Effects of NAFTA on Mexico Maquiladoras
Mexican assembly plants that take in imported components and produce goods for export have become the
landmark of trade in Mexico. They moved to Mexico from the United States[ citation needed ], hence the
debate over the loss of American jobs. Income in the maquiladora sector has increased The overall effect of
the Mexicoâ€”U. Mexico did not invest in the infrastructure necessary for competition, such as efficient
railroads and highways. Mexico went from a small player in the pre U. Free trade removed the hurdles that
impeded business between the two countries, so Mexico has provided a growing market for meat for the U. A
coinciding noticeable increase in the Mexican per capita GDP greatly changed meat consumption patterns; per
capita meat consumption has grown. The growth in the maquiladora industry and in the manufacturing
industry was of 4. Tufts University political scientist Daniel W. This has boosted cooperation between the
United States and Mexico. However, there were worker and firm adjustment costs as the three countries
adjusted to more open trade and investment among their economies. This trade deficit accounted for The
study showed that the US trade balance is influenced by tax avoidance opportunities provided in Ireland [67].
The study focused on the effects that gradual "phase-in" periods in regional trade agreements, including
NAFTA, have on trade flows. In a report, the Congressional Research Service summarized multiple studies as
follows: According to the U. Trade Representative , this trade supports over , small- and medium-sized
businesses in the US. Additionally, 17, of their family members 13, Canadians, 2, Mexicans, as well as a
number of third-country nationals married to Canadians and Mexicans entered the U. A discrepancy may be
caused by some TN entrants leaving the country or changing status before their three-year admission period
has expired, while other immigrants admitted earlier may change their status to TN or TD, or extend TN status
granted earlier. According to the International Organization for Migration , deaths of migrants have been on
the rise worldwide with 5, deaths in These numbers include both entrants under NAFTA and those who
entered under other provisions of Canadian immigration law. We have got to stop sending jobs overseas.
Legal disputes This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to reflect recent events or newly
available information. August In , the gasoline additive MMT was brought to Canada by Ethyl Corporation ,
an American company when the Canadian federal government banned imports of the additive. They argued
that the additive had not been conclusively linked to any health dangers, and that the prohibition was
damaging to their company. Other Canadian researchers and the U. Environmental Protection Agency
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disagreed citing studies that suggested possible nerve damage. Canada filed many motions to have the duty
eliminated and the collected duties returned to Canada. On April 29, , a determination was made that this
change in tax law was not expropriation. The studies agreed that the abolition of U. Under the historic Article
27, indigenous communal landholdings were protected from sale or privatization. Indigenous farmers feared
the loss of their remaining lands, and also feared cheap imports substitutes from the US. In Canada, several
groups, including the Council of Canadians , challenged the constitutionality of Chapter They lost at the trial
level [] and have subsequently appealed. The construction had already been approved by the federal
government with various environmental requirements imposed see paragraph 48 of the tribunal decision. The
NAFTA panel found that the municipality did not have the authority to ban construction on the basis of its
environmental concerns.
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ance with 35 U.S.C. Â§ , and the patent application contains or is amended to contain a reference to the prior
application, the applicant is entitled to the benefit of the filing date of the prior application.

Tariffs, non-tariff measures, agriculture, labor standards, environment, competition, investment, transparency,
patents etc. The round has not yet concluded. Bali Package signed on the 7th December The main focus of the
talks was more tariff reductions, around in total. The contemporaneous rejection by the U. Twenty-six
countries took part in the round. The talks were named after U. It was named after U. Kennedy in recognition
of his support for the reformulation of the United States trade agenda, which resulted in the Trade Expansion
Act of This Act gave the President the widest-ever negotiating authority. Indeed, there was an influential
American view that saw what became the Kennedy Round as the start of a transatlantic partnership that might
ultimately lead to a transatlantic economic community. To an extent, this view was shared in Europe, but the
process of European unification created its own stresses under which the Kennedy Round at times became a
secondary focus for the EEC. An example of this was the French veto in January , before the round had even
started, on membership by the United Kingdom. Another was the internal crisis of , which ended in the
Luxembourg Compromise. Preparations for the new round were immediately overshadowed by the Chicken
War, an early sign of the impact variable levies under the Common Agricultural Policy would eventually have.
Some participants in the Round had been concerned that the convening of UNCTAD, scheduled for , would
result in further complications, but its impact on the actual negotiations was minimal. In May Ministers
reached agreement on three negotiating objectives for the round: A drawn-out argument developed about the
trade effects a uniform linear cut would have on the dispersed rates low and high tariffs quite far apart of the
United States as compared to the much more concentrated rates of the EEC which also tended to be in the
lower held of United States tariff rates. The EEC accordingly argued for an evening-out or harmonization of
peaks and troughs through its cerement, double cart and thirty: Once negotiations had been joined, the lofty
working hypothesis was soon undermined. The special-structure countries Australia, Canada, New Zealand
and South Africa , so called because their exports were dominated by raw materials and other primary
commodities, negotiated their tariff reductions entirely through the item-by-item method. In addition, the
negotiations on chemicals led to a provisional agreement on the abolition of the American Selling Price ASP.
This was a method of valuing some chemicals used by the noted States for the imposition of import duties
which gave domestic manufacturers a much higher level of protection than the tariff schedule indicated.
However, this part of the outcome was disallowed by Congress, and the American Selling Price was not
abolished until Congress adopted the results of the Tokyo Round. The results on agriculture overall were poor.
The most notable achievement was agreement on a Memorandum of Agreement on Basic Elements for the
Negotiation of a World Grants Arrangement, which eventually was rolled into a new International Grains
Arrangement. The EEC claimed that for it the main result of the negotiations on agriculture was that they
"greatly helped to define its own common policy". The developing countries, who played a minor role
throughout the negotiations in this Round, benefited nonetheless from substantial tariff cuts particularly in
non-agricultural items of interest to them. Their main achievement at the time, however, was seen to be the
adoption of Part IV of the GATT, which absolved them from according reciprocity to developed countries in
trade negotiations. There has been argument ever since whether this symbolic gesture was a victory for them,
or whether it ensured their exclusion in the future from meaningful participation in the multilateral trading
system. On the other hand, there was no doubt that the extension of the Long-Term Arrangement Regarding
International Trade in Cotton Textiles, which later became the Multi-Fiber Arrangement, for three years until
led to the longer-term impairment of export opportunities for developing countries. In particular, it sought to
ensure speedy and fair investigations, and it imposed limits on the retrospective application of anti-dumping
measures. Kennedy Round took place from â€” Uruguay Round The Uruguay Round began in It was the most
ambitious round to date, hoping to expand the competence of the GATT to important new areas such as
services , capital , intellectual property , textiles , and agriculture. The Uruguay Round was also the first set of
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multilateral trade negotiations in which developing countries had played an active role. However, by the time
of the Uruguay round, many countries considered the exception of agriculture to be sufficiently glaring that
they refused to sign a new deal without some movement on agricultural products. These fourteen countries
came to be known as the " Cairns Group ", and included mostly small and medium-sized agricultural exporters
such as Australia , Brazil , Canada , Indonesia , and New Zealand. The Agreement on Agriculture of the
Uruguay Round continues to be the most substantial trade liberalization agreement in agricultural products in
the history of trade negotiations. The goals of the agreement were to improve market access for agricultural
products, reduce domestic support of agriculture in the form of price-distorting subsidies and quotas, eliminate
over time export subsidies on agricultural products and to harmonize to the extent possible sanitary and
phytosanitary measures between member countries. There are a total of member countries in the WTO , with
Liberia and Afghanistan being the newest members as of Montenegro became a member in , while Serbia is
in the decision stage of the negotiations and is expected to become a member of the WTO in the future. As
such, GATT was merely a forum for nations to discuss, while the WTO is a proper international organization
which implies physical headquarters, staff, delegation The WTO expanded its scope from traded goods to
include trade within the service sector and intellectual property rights. Although it was designed to serve
multilateral agreements, during several rounds of GATT negotiations particularly the Tokyo Round
plurilateral agreements created selective trading and caused fragmentation among members. All of these
elements contributed to the rationalization of trade policy and the reduction of trade barriers and policy
uncertainty. They established a set of procedures giving stability to the trade-policy environment and thereby
facilitating the rapid growth of world trade. With the long run in view, the original GATT conferees helped
put the world economy on a sound foundation and thereby improved the livelihood of hundreds of millions of
people around the world.
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major exporter of the same. Thus, in the new policy scenario, the objectives of India imposed by the GATT accord on
agro-based exports. entrepreneurs about the likely impact of GATT

During the Uruguay Round negotiations, members considered that the standards for copyright protection in
the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works were largely satisfactory. The TRIPS
Agreement ensures that computer programs will be protected as literary works under the Berne Convention
and outlines how databases must be protected under copyright; It also expands international copyright rules to
cover rental rights. Authors of computer programs and producers of sound recordings must have the right to
prohibit the commercial rental of their works to the public. Producers of sound recordings must have the right
to prevent the unauthorized reproduction of recordings for a period of 50 years. The TRIPS Agreement defines
what types of signs must be eligible for protection as trademarks, and what the minimum rights conferred on
their owners must be. It says that service marks must be protected in the same way as trademarks used for
goods. Marks that have become well-known in a particular country enjoy additional protection. Using the
indication when the product was made elsewhere or when it does not have the usual characteristics can
mislead consumers, and can lead to unfair competition. Some exceptions are allowed, for example if the term
in question is already protected as a trademark or if it has become a generic term. The TRIPS Agreement
provides for further negotiations in the WTO to establish a multilateral system of notification and registration
of geographical indications for wines, which was subsequently extended to include spirits. The question of
whether to negotiate extending this higher level of protection beyond wines and spirits is also being discussed
in the WTO. Owners of protected designs must be able to prevent the manufacture, sale or importation of
articles bearing or embodying a design which is a copy or substantially a copy of the protected design for
commercial purposes. Eligible inventions includee both products and processes. They must be protected for at
least 20 years. However, governments can refuse to issue a patent for an invention if its sale needs to be
prohibited for reasons of public order or morality. They can also exclude diagnostic, therapeutic and surgical
methods, plants and animals other than micro-organisms , and biological processes for their production other
than microbiological processes from patent protection. The TRIPS Agreement describes the minimum rights
that a patent owner must enjoy, and defines the conditions under which exceptions to these rights are
permitted. But this can only be done under specific conditions set out in the TRIPS Agreement aimed at
safeguarding the interests of the patent-holder. If a patent is issued for a process invention, then the rights must
extend to the product directly obtained from the process. Under certain conditions alleged infringers may be
ordered by a court to prove that they have not used the patented process. In practice, layout designs of
integrated circuits are commonly protected under patents. Trade secrets must be protected against
unauthorized use, including through breach of contract or confidence or other acts contrary to honest
commercial practices. Test data submitted to governments in order to obtain marketing approval for new
pharmaceutical or agricultural chemicals must also be protected against unfair commercial use and disclosure.
Extended transition periods continue to apply to least developed country members see section below on
transitional arrangements. Recognizing the possibility that right holders might include conditions that are
anti-competitive, the TRIPS Agreement says that under certain conditions, governments have the right to take
action to prevent anti-competitive licensing practices. It also says governments must be prepared to consult
each other on controlling anti-competitive licensing practices. More generally, the TRIPS Agreement
recognizes that right holders could use their rights to restrict competition or impede technology transfer. The
Agreement gives governments the right to take action against anti-competitive practices. In certain situations,
the TRIPS Agreement also waives some conditions required for the compulsory licence of a patent in cases
where the government grants the compulsory licence in order to remedy a practice determined to be
anti-competitive. The Agreement says governments have to ensure that intellectual property rights can be
enforced to prevent or deter violations. The procedures must be fair and equitable, and not unnecessarily
complicated or costly. They must not entail unreasonable time-limits or unwarranted delays. The TRIPS
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Agreement is the only international agreement that describes intellectual property rights enforcement in detail,
including rules for obtaining evidence, provisional measures, injunctions, damages and other penalties. It says
courts must have the right, under certain conditions, to order the disposal or destruction of goods infringing
intellectual property rights. Wilful trademark counterfeiting or copyright piracy on a commercial scale must be
subject to criminal offences. Governments also have to make sure that intellectual property rights owners can
receive the assistance of customs authorities to prevent imports of counterfeit and pirated goods. The TRIPS
Agreement aims for the transfer of technology see above and requires developed country members to provide
incentives for their companies to promote the transfer of technology to least-developed countries in order to
enable them to create a sound and viable technological base. More on technology transfer. Developing country
members and under certain conditions transition economies were given five years, until Least-developed
countries initially had 11 years, until â€” now extended to 1 July in general. In November , the TRIPS Council
agreed to further extend exemptions on pharmaceutical patent and undisclosed information protection for
least-developed countries until 1 January or until such date when they cease to be a least-developed country
member, whichever date is earlier. They are also exempted from the otherwise applicable obligations to accept
the filing of patent applications and to grant exclusive marketing rights during the transition period. In
particular, it monitors the operation of the Agreement. These are for negotiations on a multilateral system for
notifying and registering geographical indications for wines and spirits. The WTO also coordinates with a
wide range of other international organizations, in particular as regards the organization of symposia, training
activities and other events on intellectual property and trade and how these relate to other policy dimensions,
such as public health and climate change.
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7: North American Free Trade Agreement - Wikipedia
A General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) accord in called for: www.enganchecubano.comsed trade
restrictions outside of North America. www.enganchecubano.com trade restrictions around the world.

The base level for tariff cuts was the bound rate before 1 January ; or, for unbound tariffs, the actual rate
charged in September when the Uruguay Round began. The tariffication package contained more. It ensured
that quantities imported before the agreement took effect could continue to be imported, and it guaranteed that
some new quantities were charged duty rates that were not prohibitive. The newly committed tariffs and tariff
quotas, covering all agricultural products, took effect in Least-developed countries do not have to cut their
tariffs. These figures do not actually appear in the Agriculture Agreement. It is the commitments listed in the
schedules that are legally binding. But the agreement specifies when and how those emergency actions can be
introduced for example, they cannot be used on imports within a tariff-quota. Japan and Israel have now given
up this right, but Rep. A new member, Chinese Taipei, gave special treatment to rice in its first year of
membership, This squeezes out imports or leads to export subsidies and low-priced dumping on world
markets. The Agriculture Agreement distinguishes between support programmes that stimulate production
directly, and those that are considered to have no direct effect. Domestic policies that do have a direct effect
on production and trade have to be cut back. Least-developed countries do not need to make any cuts. They
include government services such as research, disease control, infrastructure and food security. They also
include payments made directly to farmers that do not stimulate production, such as certain forms of direct
income support, assistance to help farmers restructure agriculture, and direct payments under environmental
and regional assistance programmes. Where they are listed, the agreement requires WTO members to cut both
the amount of money they spend on export subsidies and the quantities of exports that receive subsidies.
During the six-year implementation period, developing countries are allowed under certain conditions to use
subsidies to reduce the costs of marketing and transporting exports. But some importing countries depend on
supplies of cheap, subsidized food from the major industrialized nations. They include some of the poorest
countries, and although their farming sectors might receive a boost from higher prices caused by reduced
export subsidies, they might need temporary assistance to make the necessary adjustments to deal with higher
priced imports, and eventually to export. A special ministerial decision sets out objectives, and certain
measures, for the provision of food aid and aid for agricultural development. It also refers to the possibility of
assistance from the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank to finance commercial food imports.
8: Negative Effects of NAFTA and GATT â€“ Ralph Nader
The demand for U.S. exports tends to increase when: a. economic growth in foreign countries decreases. b. the
currencies of foreign countries strengthen against the dollar. c. U.S. inflation rises. d. none of the above.
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