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complements of intensional verbs have also been argued to lack existential commitment not only relative to the actual
world but also relative to the worldview of the attitude holder (Kagan ), making them especially strongly associated with
property type readings.
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It is proposed that both phenomena are sensitive to the notion of 'existential commitment': the choice of genitive Case is
strongly associated with the lack of commitment to the existence of the.

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Ora Matushansky Olga Kagan. Semantics of
genitive objects in Russian. Introduction This monograph by Olga Kagan Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
is simultaneously an excellent introduction to the thorny topic of Russian non-canonical genitive and a
promising attempt to formally capture the interpretation of genitive-marked objects of intensional verbs and
under negation developing the proposal of Neidle The author proposes to unify them by showing that direct
objects so marked lack existential commitmentâ€”their existence is neither entailed nor presupposed. On the
basis of this generalization Kagan forges an informal connection between irrealis genitive and subjunctive
mood, showing that the former is licensed in a subset of the environments where the latter is allowed. This
hypothesis represents a clear innovation in the semantic approaches to non-canonical genitive case in Russian,
and the arguments Kagan offers for it further advance our understanding of this complex phenomenon. Most
importantly, the insights presented in this monograph give rise to a number of interesting questions for future
researchâ€”in syntax as well as in semantics. Besides the clear exposition, among the many merits of the book
is how seriously it takes the issue of intra-speaker variation, not only relying on a larger pool of native
speakers than usual and reporting finer details of the judgments, but also providing discussions into the
possible causes of this variation. Unfortunately, the form that it is presented in makes it seem more like a
collection of articles: These [End Page ] omissions render the book more difficult to use for the linguist who
does not intend to read it from cover to cover. I also note the sloppy copyediting, with a number of
typographical and cross-reference errors, inconsistent glossing, and line breaks left behind. Individual
Chapters Chapter 1 introduces and discusses three types of non-canonical i. Following Neidle , Kagan argues
that the latter two genitives constitute different instances of a single phenomenon: The main arguments in
favor of such a unification come from the semantic properties of NPs that are marked genitive in these
configurations and from their cross-linguistic patterning. Thus both in the scope of negation and with
intensional verbs, genitive is more likely to be assigned to NPs that are abstract rather than concrete , plural or
mass rather than singular count , indefinite rather than definite , common rather than proper , and non-specific
taking narrow scope. Irrealis genitive differs in this respect from partitive genitive. A further distinction
between the two types of non-canonical genitive is drawn on the basis of their cross-linguistic distribution. As
Kagan shows, across Balto-Slavic languages genitive of negation and intensional genitive tend to occur
together: Exceptions to this cross-linguistic generalization Polish and Slovenian are discussed, as is the fact
that partitive genitive does not pattern with irrealis genitive. Besides offering a useful snapshot of the prior
literature on non-canonical genitive, this chapter also showcases the problems to be solved, showing You are
not currently authenticated. View freely available titles:
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