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But it may be just as important. True, his office does not have the same powers as the White House, and
Britain does not have the same international standing as the U. We should hope that it proves to have been one
of the most important elections in history. It has the potential to change the world. His decision to take up
boxing had good reason. That Khan did so shows how much the country has changed. Many white Londoners
preferred a Muslim son of a bus driver to his opponent Zac Goldsmith, a white scion of the English
establishment. Muslim terrorists had killed fifty-six and injured hundreds in London on July 7, Yet its
residents believed what their teachers, their experience, and most of their politicians had told them: South
Asian migrants to Britain went through three phases as they built their lives there. The first was survival: The
second was political: The third was religious: Some voted for Khan precisely because he is a member of an
ethnic minority, seeing him as particularly qualified to govern a diverse city. Khan is an observant Muslim,
but he has also drawn the ire of some of his co-religionists for his support of socially liberal legislation. He is
highly visible proof that Islam and democracy can go together. Like Obama, he offers hope to people who
have felt excluded as a result of their ethnicity. Better yet, he offers that same hope to people who have felt
excluded because of their religion, especially to Muslims trying to reject the tag of terrorism. In Britain,
articles focused on the challenges facing the new mayor. Perhaps it is best not to celebrate too much, or hope
too much: His voice will carry to Paris, Berlin, Budapest, and further. He said that his election sent a message
to all the "haters in Iraq and Syria. Five hundred years ago, you were just as likely to find tolerance in Muslim
lands than in Christian ones. Sadiq Khan offers our best hope yet for recasting Islam in the public imagination.
May he prove to the most effective war on terror yet.
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Mark Noll and Alister Chapman deal respectively with British influence on the writing of religious history in America and
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In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content. 1 Introduction: Intellectual History and the Return of Religion
john coffey and alister chapman Religious history and intellectual history are two of the most dynamic fields of
contemporary historical inquiry.
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