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The discrepancy compared to the mean synodic month of This means that the calendar year normally contains
days. According to the Machzor Katan, the year Metonic cycle used to keep the Hebrew calendar aligned with
the solar year: This year is the 3rd year of the th cycle. It is a leap year. According to the Machzor Gadol, a
year solar cycle used to calculate the date to recite Birkat Hachama , a blessing on the sun: This year is the
11th year of the th cycle. According to the current reckoning of sabbatical shmita years: This year is the 4th
year of the cycle. It is a maaser sheni year. Years The Hebrew calendar year conventionally begins on Rosh
Hashanah. However, other dates serve as the beginning of the year for different religious purposes. There are
three qualities that distinguish one year from another: In Hebrew there are two common ways of writing the
year number: Anno Mundi Further information: Since the codification by Maimonides in , the Jewish calendar
has used the Anno Mundi epoch Latin for "in the year of the world," abbreviated AM or A. According to
rabbinic reckoning, the beginning of "year 1" is not Creation , but about one year before Creation, with the
new moon of its first month Tishrei to be called molad tohu the mean new moon of chaos or nothing. For
earlier years there may be a discrepancy [see: Missing years Jewish calendar ]. The Seder Olam Rabbah also
recognized the importance of the Jubilee and Sabbatical cycles as a long-term calendrical system, and
attempted at various places to fit the Sabbatical and Jubilee years into its chronological scheme. Previous
systems Before the adoption of the current AM year numbering system, other systems were in use. In early
times, the years were counted from some significant historic event. This practice was also followed by the
united kingdom of Israel e. Besides, the author of Kings coordinated dates in the two kingdoms by giving the
accession year of a monarch in terms of the year of the monarch of the other kingdom, e. For example, Jewish
communities in the Babylonian diaspora counted the years from the first deportation from Israel, that of
Jehoiachin in BCE, e. The era year was then called "year of the captivity of Jehoiachin". The Books of the
Maccabees used Seleucid era dating exclusively e. Josephus writing in the Roman period also used Seleucid
era dating exclusively. During the Talmudic era, from the 1st to the 10th century, the center of world Judaism
was in the Middle East, primarily in the Talmudic Academies of Iraq and Palestine. Jews in these regions used
Seleucid era dating also known as the "Era of Contracts". Jacob then put this question: How do we know that
our Era [of Documents] is connected with the Kingdom of Greece at all? Why not say that it is reckoned from
the Exodus from Egypt, omitting the first thousand years and giving the years of the next thousand? In that
case, the document is really post-dated! In the Diaspora the Greek Era alone is used. He [the questioner]
thought that Rav Nahman wanted to dispose of him anyhow, but when he went and studied it thoroughly he
found that it is indeed taught [in a Baraita ]: In the 8th and 9th centuries, as the center of Jewish life moved
from Babylonia to Europe, counting using the Seleucid era "became meaningless". Nisan 1 is referred to as the
ecclesiastical new year. In ancient Israel, the start of the ecclesiastical new year for the counting of months and
festivals i. Passover is on 15 Nisan, Leviticus As Passover is a spring festival, it should fall on a full moon
day around, and normally just after, the vernal northward equinox. If the twelfth full moon after the previous
Passover is too early compared to the equinox, a leap month is inserted near the end of the previous year
before the new year is set to begin. According to normative Judaism, the verses in Exodus Hence the court,
not the astronomy, has the final decision. The day most commonly referred to as the "New Year" is 1 Tishrei,
which actually begins in the seventh month of the ecclesiastical year. On that day the formal New Year for the
counting of years such as Shmita and Yovel , Rosh Hashanah "head of the year" is observed. This is the civil
new year, and the date on which the year number advances. Certain agricultural practices are also marked
from this date. In fact the Jewish calendar has a multiplicity of new years for different purposes. The use of
these dates has been in use for a long time. The use of multiple starting dates for a year is comparable to
different starting dates for civil "calendar years", "tax or fiscal years ", " academic years ", "religious cycles",
etc. By the time of the redaction of the Mishnah , Rosh Hashanah 1: The 1st of Nisan is the new year for kings
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and feasts; the 1st of Elul is the new year for the tithe of cattle On the 15th thereof. Tu Bishvat "the 15th of
Shevat " marks the new year for trees and agricultural tithes. For the dates of the Jewish New Year see Jewish
and Israeli holidays â€” or calculate using the section "Conversion between Jewish and civil calendars". Leap
years The Jewish calendar is based on the Metonic cycle of 19 years, of which 12 are common non-leap years
of 12 months and 7 are leap years of 13 months. To determine whether a Jewish year is a leap year, one must
find its position in the year Metonic cycle. This position is calculated by dividing the Jewish year number by
19 and finding the remainder. Since there is no year 0, a remainder of 0 indicates that the year is year 19 of the
cycle. For example, the Jewish year divided by 19 results in a remainder of 3, indicating that it is year 3 of the
Metonic cycle. The keviyah records whether the year is leap or common: This connection with the major scale
is more plain in the context of 19 equal temperament: A simple rule for determining whether a year is a leap
year has been given above. However, there is another rule which not only tells whether the year is leap but
also gives the fraction of a month by which the calendar is behind the seasons, useful for agricultural purposes.
If the remainder is 6 or less it is a leap year; if it is 7 or more it is not. Rosh Hashanah postponement rules.
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Background and History The Jewish calendar is primarily lunar, with each month beginning on the new moon,
when the first sliver of moon becomes visible after the dark of the moon. In ancient times, the new months
used to be determined by observation. When people observed the new moon, they would notify the Sanhedrin.
When the Sanhedrin heard testimony from two independent, reliable eyewitnesses that the new moon occurred
on a certain date, they would declare the rosh chodesh first of the month and send out messengers to tell
people when the month began. The problem with strictly lunar calendars is that there are approximately The
months on such a calendar "drift" relative to the solar year. On a 12 month calendar, the month of Nissan,
which is supposed to occur in the Spring, occurs 11 days earlier each year, eventually occurring in the Winter,
the Fall, the Summer, and then the Spring again. To compensate for this drift, an extra month was occasionally
added: The month of Nissan would occur 11 days earlier for two or three years, and then would jump forward
29 or 30 days, balancing out the drift. In the fourth century, Hillel II established a fixed calendar based on
mathematical and astronomical calculations. This calendar, still in use, standardized the length of months and
the addition of months over the course of a 19 year cycle, so that the lunar calendar realigns with the solar
years. Adar II is added in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th and 19th years of the cycle. The new year that
began Monday, September 25, Jewish calendar year was the 18th year of the cycle. Jewish year beginning
October 2, will be the first year of the next cycle. A day is added to the month of Heshvan or subtracted from
the month of Kislev of the previous year to prevent these things from happening. Numbering of Jewish Years
The year number on the Jewish calendar represents the number of years since creation, as calculated by adding
up the ages of people in the Bible back to the time of creation. However, it is important to note that this date is
not necessarily supposed to represent a scientific fact. For example, many Orthodox Jews will readily
acknowledge that the seven "days" of creation are not necessarily hour days indeed, a hour day would be
meaningless until the creation of the sun on the fourth "day". Jews do not generally use the words "A. Instead,
we use the abbreviations C. Common or Christian Era and B. Before the Common Era. Months of the Jewish
Year The "first month" of the Jewish calendar is the month of Nissan, in the spring, when Passover occurs.
However, the Jewish New Year is in Tishri, the seventh month, and that is when the year number is increased.
This concept of different starting points for a year is not as strange as it might seem at first glance. The
American "new year" starts in January, but the new "school year" starts in September, and many businesses
have "fiscal years" that start at various times of the year. Similarly, the Jewish calendar has different starting
points for different purposes. The Jewish calendar has the following months:
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Some Jewish festivals happen on the same date every year, while others move around within a range of dates. Here we
have provided the dates of the Jewish religious holidays for calendar year All Jewish holidays begin in the evening after
the sunset.

An ordinary non-leap year has 12 months and about days. Since 12 months are about 11 days shorter than a
solar year, a leap month is added about every 3 years to keep the calendar in tune with the seasons. The first
month of the religious calendar is the month of Nisan. But the Jewish civil New Year is in Tishri, the seventh
month. The 12 months of an ordinary year totaled to , , or days. A leap year has , , or days. The three lengths
of the years are called deficient, regular, and complete, respectively. The Jewish calendar now has complex
rules to determine the length of a year visit http: But in ancient times, the beginning of a month was
determined by observation. When people observed the new moon, they would notify the Sanhedrin an
assembly of religious leaders. When the Sanhedrin heard testimony from two independent, reliable
eyewitnesses that the new moon had occurred, they would declare the beginning of a new month and send out
messengers to tell people when the month began. The Sacred Festivals In the Torah the first five books of
Moses , there were seven sacred festivals instituted by God: The Feast of Passover Pesach - celebrated the
night when the angel passed over the Hebrew households in Egypt. The Feast of Unleavened Bread commemorated the first 7 days of the Exodus when the Hebrews left Egypt in such a hurry that they did not
have time to add yeast to their dough. The Feast of Weeks - also called the Pentecost Shavuot. It marked the
end of the harvest and offering of first fruits. The Day of Atonement Yom Kippur - the most solemn day of the
year. On this day, the High Priest sacrificed sin offerings to atone all the sins of the people and entered the
Most Holy Place to offer incense. The Feast of Tabernacles Sukkot - celebrated the completion of the great fall
harvest and remembered the Hebrews in the Exodus living in tents for 40 years. Of the above, three were
considered as "major feasts": These are often called "pilgrim feasts" because all adult males were required to
travel to the sanctuary to take part Deuteronomy Civil Holidays At a much later time two more civil holidays
were introduced: The book of Esther tells the story. The Festival of Lights Hanukkah - commemorated the
historic victory of a small band of Maccabees over the ruling Syrian-Greek regime. Other Holy Days In
addition to the above festivals, the followings were to be observed: It was observed by rest and strict cessation
from work from sunset until sunset. An additional two lambs were required on this day for sacrifice. New
Moon Numbers Sabbatical year Exodus In sabbatical year, the natural or spontaneous yield of the soil were
to be shared with the poor, the servants, and the strangers. Debts for fellow Israelites were to be forgiven and
all Hebrew slaves were to be freed. Year of Jubilee Leviticus During it the land was left uncultivated, making
two sabbatical years in succession 49th and 50th year. God promised sufficient yield in the preceding 6 years
for maintenance during the following three years until the land yielded crops again. Ancestral properties were
to be returned to the original owners or their legal heirs, and all Hebrew slaves were to be freed. Table of
Jewish Calendar and Festivals The following table summarizes the Jewish calendar and the sacred festivals.
All Jewish holidays begin the evening before the date specified. This is because a Jewish day begins and ends
at sunset, rather than at midnight.
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NOTE: The Jewish calendar date begins at sundown of the night beforehand. Thus all holiday observances begin the
night before, as listed. The exception to this rule is most fast days, which begin at dawn of the date listed (aside for
Tisha b'Av and Yom Kippur which also begin the night before).

Holidays begin at sunset the night before "Work" is forbidden on many holidays Some holidays are one day
longer than the Bible says Holidays fall on different dates every year This is the first in a series of pages on the
Jewish holidays. This page discusses some basic considerations that apply to all or many holidays. Each of the
individual holiday pages talks about the significance of a holiday, its traditional observances and related
customs, the date on which each holiday will occur for the next five years, and in some cases recipes for
traditional, Ashkenazic holiday-related foods. When Holidays Begin All Jewish holidays begin the evening
before the date specified on most calendars. This is because a Jewish "day" begins and ends at sunset, rather
than at midnight. If you read the story of creation in Genesis Ch. Holidays end at nightfall of the date specified
on most calendars; that is, at the time when it becomes dark out, about an hour after sunset. For the precise
time when a holiday begins and ends in your area, consult the list of candle lighting times provided by the
Orthodox Union , by Chabad or by any Jewish calendar. For a discussion of why Jewish holidays occur on
different days every year, see Jewish Calendar. The "work" prohibited on those holidays is the same as that
prohibited on Shabbat , except that cooking, baking, transferring fire and carrying, all of which are forbidden
on Shabbat, are permitted on holidays. When a holiday occurs on Shabbat, the full Shabbat restrictions are
observed. For observant Jews who work in the secular gentile world, this can be problematic in some years:
This is more vacation time that some people have available. Extra Day of Holidays You may notice that the
number of days of some holidays do not accord with what the Bible specifies. In most cases, we celebrate one
more day than the Bible requires. There is an interesting reason for this additional day. The Jewish calendar is
lunar, with each month beginning on the new moon. The new months used to be determined by observation.
When the new moon was observed, the Sanhedrin declared the beginning of a new month and sent out
messengers to tell people when the month began. People in distant communities could not always be notified
of the new moon and therefore, of the first day of the month , so they did not know the correct day to
celebrate. This practice of celebrating an extra day was maintained as a custom even after we adopted a
precise mathematical calendar, because it was the custom of our ancestors. This extra day is not celebrated by
Israelis, regardless of whether they are in Israel at the time of the holiday, because it is not the custom of their
ancestors, but it is celebrated by everybody else, even if they are visiting Israel at the time of the holiday. Rosh
Hashanah is celebrated as two days everywhere in Israel and outside Israel , because it occurs on the first day
of a month. Messengers were not dispatched on the holiday, so even people in Israel did not know whether a
new moon had been observed, and everybody celebrated two days. The practice was also maintained as a
custom after the mathematical calendar was adopted. List of All Holiday Dates Below is a list of all major
holiday dates for the next five years. All holidays begin at sundown on the day before the date specified here.
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Most Jewish holidays begin at sunset the day before the date listed, as according to the Hebrew calendar the Jewish
day starts at sunset rather than midnight. Tools Years with Same Calendar as

September 25, until September 13, While many assume when God created the Sun and the Moon that He did
so for light, heat, gravity, and other natural mechanisms, when looking at Genesis 1: The Bible says these are
for "signs," "seasons," "days," and "years. The next reason God created the sun and the moon is for "seasons.
This is the farthest from the truth. This same Hebrew word is translated into English in Leviticus 23 as "feast"
where it talks about the "Feasts of the Lord. This is why one needs to keep the Hebrew language in perspective
so as not to miss the deeper conveyances of this text. Finally, God declares that the sun and the moon were
created to determine "days and years. The Muslim calendar is based on the moon. But the Biblical calendar the
one that God uses according to Genesis is based on the sun and the moon. So when the Scripture refers to
"days and years" in Genesis 1: What is a Shemitah Year? The Shemitah Year is the seventh year of the
seven-year agricultural cycle mandated by the Torah for the Land of Israel and still observed in contemporary
Judaism. When Moses received the Levitical law, God gave the commandment to rest on the seventh day the
Sabbath. Moses also applied the cycles of "seven" to weeks and years. A cycle of seven weeks points to the
50th day, called Pentecost. And a cycle of seven sets of seven years points to the 50th year, the year of Jubilee.
The year of Jubilee is based on letting the land rest every seventh year as follows; "For six years sow your
fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year the land is to have
a Sabbath of rest, a Sabbath to the Lord. The Hebrew people count and observe 7 year cycles. Every cycle
would fulfill a "Sabbatical Year known as a "Shemitah" or "Shmitah" and means, "to release! And this is the
manner of the release: That mystery centred on the Biblical Shemitah. For the nation that departs from God,
the Shemitah becomes a sign of judgment. The year of Shemitah reaches its culmination on the last day of the
Hebrew year. The Shemitah year of America experienced a stock market crash on September 29 when the
market fell points in one day. It was the greatest one-day decline in the history of Wall Street. All this
happening on the 29th of Elul which is the day preceding the 7th month Tishri on the Hebrew calendar, in the
7th year of the Jewish Shemitah, on the 7 year anniversary of the previous record Dow drop which also
happened on the 29th of Elul on the Hebrew calendar, the day before the 7th month on the previous 7 year
Jewish Shemitah. And, these two events were tied together impossible to unravel 7 years apart! This too goes
deeper still. So the 7 year cycle of the Shemitah has to be based not on the Western year but on the Hebrew
year So no matter what date it is on the Western calendar the Shemitah will always end on the 29th day of Elul
of the Hebrew calendar and in it fell exactly on September 29th the day of the crash. But, in other years the
same day in the Biblical calendar would fall on a different day in the Western calendar. The two greatest
stock-market crashes America had ever know, both taking place on the exact Biblical day separated by the
exact period of time ordained in the Bible 7 years to the day both occurring on the one Biblical day appointed
for the wiping out of credit and debt! That whole number stuck out since out of all the numbers on the planet
to fall, it happened to be that one? How are we going to know the signs and seasons of His return or what He
expects from us without studying His days? It surely was a message from God. The Shabbat Sabbath is the
foundation of all other Hebrew festivals. God said that the Sabbath was to be a holy day. This simply means a
day that is set apart or different from other days. It was set apart as a day of rest. To understand the Year of
Jubilee one must first be familiar with the Sabbatical Year, which is observed every seventh year Exodus This
was initiated at the closing of the Feast of Atonement. The Year of Jubilee occurs every 50th year; the year
after seven Sabbatical years 49 years according to Leviticus By adding together seven cycles of seven years,
we count a total of 49 years. You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release through the land
to all its inhabitants. The word jubilee should not be confused with the word jubilation which comes from a
Latin word meaning to rejoice. The year of jubilee was no doubt a time of great jubilation, but the similarities
of the two words are at least humanly speaking a coincidence. For many years before the Exodus, the Israelites
had been slaves in the land of Egypt, without freedom and without possessions. When they reached the land of
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Canaan, Joshua divided the land among their tribes and their families so that each had his own inheritance.
Every adult male among them became a land owner. This land was a permanent possession that could never
depart from his family. If a man became poor he could sell part or all of his land but only temporarily. Again
that slavery could only ever be temporary. The most unusual observance that God commanded the Israelites
through Moses was the keeping of the Year of Jubilee. For most people this celebration occurred only once in
their life time and for many not even that, as it occurred only once every 50 years. At this year of jubilee all
Israelites who had sold themselves into slavery were set free and all land that had been sold reverted to its
original owner. This meant that the Israelites could not ever be in permanent slavery; nor could any Israelite
permanently lose his inheritance! The famous story of Joshua commanding the sun to stand still in Joshua
Scientists say that this would tear the earth apart! John Walton who teaches at Moody Bible Institute gives two
important observations: It is used figuratively of a lunar eclipse when the moon turns a dull red colour,
sometimes when the moon is close to the horizon the atmosphere causes the moon to look orange-red in
colour, or clouds or smoke can darken the moon. Lawson Younger in his book Ancient Conquest Accounts
has some very interesting comparisons of Joshua 10 with other ancient Assyrian, Hittite, and Egyptian
conquest accounts. Being able to conquer the enemy in a single day is a great victory in ancient times. One
implored his god to maintain daylight long enough for their enemies to be defeated. The supernatural aid of
the god in battle with hailstones is also told. A look at some interesting facts of ancient records that show
"heavenly bodies standing still" was common terminology used way back then: The day is calculated to last as
long as the Sun remains above the horizon. This is a comparison of Joshua Corresponds to February or March
on the Gregorian calendar the sun stands still in the middle of noontime: It does not mean the earth stopped
rotating. Another important point is one of the most important calculations in ancient times was the full moon
in the middle of the month. The first day of a full moon was when the moon set minutes after sunrise, so that
the sun and moon were both visible on opposite horizons. If this was on the 14th, it was a good omen but if on
the 15th, it was a bad omen. It says that if "on the fourteenth day the Moon was seen with the Sun. There will
be an overthrowing of fortresses and downfall of garrisons a group of troops stationed in a fortress or town to
defend it! Just before he died in the year he prophesied that the Ottoman Turks would rule over the holy city of
Jerusalem for eight jubilees. That is years 8 x The timing of this with the holiday and the ease at which it
occurred indeed make this moment of history extremely significant That would then bring the time to It was
foretold that Jerusalem would be conquered by Gentiles: This prophecy was given by Yeshua Jesus and started
to come to pass in 70 AD when Jerusalem was conquered by the Romans and all the Jews were either killed,
died of starvation, or were sold into slavery. In AD, the Muslims conquered Jerusalem and, apart from a brief
interval by the Crusaders, held it until when the Allied Forces under General Allenby delivered the city. The
year corresponds to the year , the exact year when the Turks handed over the City of Jerusalem to the British.
The prophet Haggai even prophesied the exact day of the deliverance the 9th of December Haggai 2: In spite
of catching the Israelis off guard by attacking them on a Sabbath day in June, , and in spite of out-numbering
them by at least 50 to 1, the Arabs suffered complete defeat in just six days. In less than three hours the Israeli
air force destroyed Egyptian aircraft on the ground. But, the most significant fact of the war was that the Old
City of Jerusalem, which was until then in the hands of Jordan, came back into Jewish possession. Thus, once
again, amazing Bible prophecies were fulfilled. As unlikely as it was, many Christians were not taken by
surprise by the outcome of the Six Day War. And he said unto me, unto two thousand and three hundred days;
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed," Daniel 8: Reading the context this prophecy was given in, it speaks
about a ram with two horns Media and Persia; Daniel 8: From that time on, Israel would always be "trodden
down by Gentiles," or under the control of foreign nations. However, Daniel prophesied that the sanctuary
Jerusalem would be trodden down only for 2, days. The year of Jubilee Leviticus Slaves would be set free; in
short, it was a time to "proclaim liberty. Is it mere coincidence that Jerusalem was again delivered in that year?
The liberation of Jerusalem on June 7, is the key pivotal point in modern history related to the Bible prophecy
and the End Times. Yeshua Jesus indicated in Matthew
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day starts at sunset rather than midnight. The year is a leap year, with days in total.

Adar I, leap years only February-March Adar, called Adar Beit in leap years February-March Jewish holidays
are celebrated on fixed dates in the lunar Jewish calendar, but this calendar varies in relation to the solar
calendar used in the west. This means that the holidays move around with relation to western dates. The
Jewish calendar occasionally includes an extra month to keep it synchronised with the solar year, and
sometimes days are moved around to make sure that the Sabbath does not coincide with certain festivals.
Outside Israel, Jewish festivals sometimes last one day longer. This has an historical basis in the difficulties
faced accurately determining the Jewish calendar based on the lunar cycle. Although dates can be calculated
accurately now, many non-Israeli Jews still follow this practice. The Jewish day begins at sunset, which means
that all Jewish holidays begin the evening before their western date. Rosh Hashanah Tishri Jews eat apples
dipped in honey to symbolise hope for a sweet new year Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year, when Jews
believe God decides what will happen in the year ahead. The 10 days beginning with Rosh Hashanah are
known as the Days of Awe , during which Jews are expected to find all the people they have hurt during the
previous year and apologise to them. They have until Yom Kippur to do this. Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement 10 Tishri The Day of Atonement is regarded as a sacred and solemn occasion, on which synagogue
attendance is particularly important. On Yom Kippur Jews believe God makes the final decision on who will
live, die, prosper and fail during the next year, and seals his judgement in the Book of Life. It is a day of
fasting. Worship includes the confession of sins and asking for forgiveness, which is done aloud by the entire
congregation. Sukkot commemorates these years spent wandering the desert, living in makeshift dwellings.
For the duration of the festival Jewish families live in temporary huts called sukkot singular: Each day they
hold celebrations with four types of plant: Sukkot is intended to be a joyful festival that lets Jews live close to
nature and know that God is taking care of them. Jews spend some time in their sukkah, but not as much, and
without some of the rituals. Simchat Torah means "Rejoicing in the Torah". Synagogues read from the Torah
every week, completing one read-through each year. They reach the end on Simchat Torah and this holiday
marks the completion of the cycle, to begin again the next week with Genesis. Hanukkah, or Chanukah 25
Kislev - 2 or 3 Tevet, depending on the length of Kislev The story of Hanukkah is that of the "miracle of the
oil". When they came to rededicate the temple, they had only enough sacred oil to light the menorah
seven-branched candlestick for one day. It is said that the candles stayed lit for eight days despite this. During
the eight days of Hanukkah, Jews light one extra candle on a special nine-branched menorah, called
chanukkiya, each night. They say prayers and eat fried foods to remind them of the oil. Some gifts are
exchanged, including chocolate money and special spinning tops called dreidels. The Torah forbids Jews to eat
the fruit of new trees for three years after they are planted. Planting trees is another tradition. Purim 14 Adar
Purim celebrates the events told in the Book of Esther, in which a wicked Persian nobleman named Haman
plotted to murder all the Jews in the land. The Jewish heroine Esther, wife of the king Ahasuerus, persuaded
her husband to prevent the massacre and execute Haman. Because Esther fasted before going to the king,
Purim is preceded by a fast. On Purim itself, however, Jews are commanded to eat, drink a lot and celebrate.
Almsgiving is also a very important Purim tradition. Passover, or Pesach Nissan This is one of the most
important Jewish festivals. During Passover , Jews remember the story of the Israelites liberation from slavery
in Egypt. God told the Israelites to sacrifice lambs and mark their doors with the blood to escape this fate.
They ate the lambs with bitter herbs and unleavened bread unrisen bread without yeast. These form three of
the components of the family meal, called the seder, eaten by Jews on the first two nights of Passover. There
are blessings, songs and other ingredients to symbolise parts of the story. During the meal the adults explain
the symbolism to the children. Shavuot 6 Sivan Shavuot , or the festival of Weeks, is a harvest festival.
Historically, at this time of year the first fruits of the harvest were brought to the temples. Shavuot also marks
the time that the Jews were given the Torah on Mount Sinai. Shavuot is marked by prayers of thanks for the
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Holy Book and study of its scriptures. Customs include decorating synagogues with flowers and eating dairy
foods. Other tragedies are commemorated on this day, such as the beginning of World War I and the
Holocaust. Synagogues are dimly lit and undecorated and the Torah draped in black cloth.
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Jewish Celebrations Wall Calendar View Cart. Checkout.

These books are not part of the Tanakh Hebrew Bible , they are apocryphal books instead. The miracle of the
one-day supply of olive oil miraculously lasting eight days is first described in the Talmud Shabbat 21b ,
written about years after the events described in the books of Maccabees. Judah Maccabee and his brothers
destroyed overwhelming forces, and rededicated the Temple in Jerusalem. The eight-day festival is marked by
the kindling of lightsâ€”one on the first night, two on the second, and so onâ€”using a special candle holder
called a Hanukkiah , or a Hanukkah menorah. Religiously, Hanukkah is a minor holiday. Except on Shabbat,
restrictions on work do not apply. Hanukkah celebration tends to be informal and based on custom rather than
law. Three widely practiced customs include: However, the custom of giving presents is of far more recent,
North American, origin, and is connected to the gift economy prevalent around North American Christmas
celebrations. This fast is observed like other minor fasts see Tzom Gedalia , above. This is the only minor fast
that can fall on a Friday under the current fixed Jewish calendar. Tu Bishvat Tu Bishvat: According to the
Mishnah , it marks the day from which fruit tithes are counted each year. Starting on this date, the Biblical
prohibition on eating the first three years of fruit orlah and the requirement to bring the fourth year fruit neta
revai to the Temple in Jerusalem were counted. This Tu Bishvat seder has witnessed a revival in recent years.
More generally, Tu Bishvat is celebrated in modern times by eating various fruits and nuts associated with the
Land of Israel. Traditionally, trees are planted on this day. Trees are usually planted locally as well.
Purimâ€”Festival of Lots[ edit ] Fast of Esther: These days are marked by a small increase in festivity,
including a prohibition on fasting, and slight changes in the liturgy. While normally observed on 13 Adar, the
eve of Purim, this fast is advanced to Thursday, 11 Adar, when 13 Adar falls on Shabbat. Purim and Shushan
Purim[ edit ] Main article: The principal celebrations or commemorations include: Traditionally, this is read
from a scroll twice during Purimâ€”once in the evening and again in the morning. The giving of Mishloakh
Manot , gifts of food and drink to friends and neighbors. This meal is traditionally accompanied by
consumption of alcohol, often heavy, [36] although Jewish sages have warned about the need to adhere to all
religious laws even in a drunken state. One widespread custom to act out the story of Purim. The Purim spiel ,
or Purim play, has its origins in this, although the Purim spiel is not limited to that subject. These may be an
outgrowth of Purim plays, but there are several theories as to the origin of the custom, most related in some
way to the "hidden" nature of the miracles of Purim. The largest and most renowned is in Holon. This
observance was expanded to "walled cities", [35] which are defined as cities "walled since the time of Joshua
". Cities like Safed and Tiberias also partially observe Shushan Purim. Elsewhere, Shushan Purim is marked
only by a small increase in festivity, including a prohibition on fasting, and slight changes in the liturgy.
Pesach Sheni second Passover: Traditionally, throughout the entire month, Tahanun is omitted from the prayer
service, many public mourning practices such as delivering a eulogy at a funeral are eliminated, and voluntary
fasting is prohibited. It is the day that all of the involved preparations for Passover, especially elimination of
leavened food, or chametz , must be completed. In particular, a formal search for remaining chametz is done
during the evening of Erev Pesach, and all remaining chametz is finally destroyed, disposed of or nullified
during the morning of Erev Pesach. Jews who are firstborn [Note 21] fast, in remembrance of the tenth plague
, when God killed the Egyptian firstborn, while sparing the Jewish firstborn. During the era of the Temple in
Jerusalem, the Korban Pesach , or sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb, was carried out the afternoon of 14 Nisan in
anticipation of its consumption on Passover night. See Eve of Passover on Shabbat for details. Passover
commemorates the liberation of the Israelite slaves from Egypt. The seder, meaning "order", is an ordered
ritual meal eaten on the first night of Passover, and outside Israel also on the second night. Participation in a
Passover seder is one of the most widely observed of Jewish rituals, even among less affiliated or less
observant Jews. The holiday of the last day of Passover outside Israel, last two days commemorates the
Splitting of the Red Sea ; according to tradition this occurred on the seventh day of Passover. Eligibility was
limited to those who were distant from Jerusalem on Passover, or those who were ritually impure and
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ineligible to participate in a sacrificial offering. Today, some have the custom to eat matzo on Pesach Sheni,
and some make a small change to the liturgy. Sefirahâ€”Counting of the Omer[ edit ] Main article: The Torah
states [51] that this period is to be counted, both in days and in weeks. The day following the 49th day of the
period is the festival of Shavuot; the Torah specifies a grain offering of wheat on that day. Spiritual
development remains a key rabbinic teaching of this period. The customary explanation [53] cites a plague
that killed 24, students of Rabbi Akiva BT Yevamot 62b. See Counting of the Omer Semi-mourning.
8: Jewish holidays - Wikipedia
Calendar Services with Usa Holidays Online. Online Calendar is a place where you can create a calendar online for any
country and for any month and year.

9: Jewish Festivals â€“ Jewish Religious Calendar
The fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Sholom DovBer Schneersohn (known by the acronym "Rashab"), was born on the
20th of Cheshvan of the year from creation ().
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