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Maize is grown commercially on large farms, and on more than 12, small farms, primarily in North-West ,
Mpumalanga , Free State , and KwaZulu-Natal provinces. Maize production generates at least , jobs in years
with good rainfall and uses almost one-half of the inputs of the modern agricultural sector. Both domestic and
imported maize was shipped to neighbouring countries to help ease the regional impacts of the drought. The
drought eased in , and officials estimated the harvest at approximately 12 million tons. Below-average rainfall
in late again threatened to reduce maize output in , and officials expected to import some , tons of maize in
that year. Plentiful rain in late provided for a bumper crop in Wheat production, which is concentrated in
large, highly mechanised farms, also increased after World War II. Wheat cultivation spread from the western
Cape where rainfall is fairly reliable, to the Orange Free State and the eastern Transvaal, primarily in response
to rising consumer demand. But wheat harvest volumes vary widely; for example, roughly 2. Production in the
early s failed to meet local demand for about 2. Other small grains are grown in localised areas of South
Africa. For example, sorghum â€”which is native to southern Africaâ€”is grown in parts of the Free State, as
well as in the North-West and the Northern provinces, with yields often exceeding , tons. Sorghum has been
used since prehistoric times for food and brewing purposes. Barley is also grown, primarily in the Western
Cape. Nearly , tons of barley were produced in South Africa produces peanuts, sunflower seeds , beans , and
soybeans. Annual production of these crops varies significantly from year to year, although South Africa is
usually able to meet domestic vegetable-oil needs and generate some exports. Plentiful rains in late meant
increased harvests of these crops in , compared to and Fruit and wine farming[ edit ] Vineyard in Stellenbosch
Fruits, including grapes for wine, earn as much as 40 percent of agricultural export earnings in some years.
Deciduous fruits, including apples, pears, and peaches, are grown primarily in areas of the Western Cape and
the Eastern Cape, where cold winters and dry summers provide ideal conditions for these crops. Almost 1
million tons of deciduous fruits were sold fresh locally or were exported each year in the early s. Tropical
fruitsâ€”especially bananas, avocados, and mangoesâ€”are also grown, especially in the northeast and some
coastal areas. More than half of citrus production is exported in most years. South Africa exported 40 million
cartons of citrus fruit in , earning roughly R1. More than , hectares of land are planted in vineyards, centred
primarily in the Western Cape. One of the noticeable signs of the end of international sanctions against South
Africa was a dramatic increase in worldwide demand for South African wines in and Sugarcane was first
cultivated in mid-nineteenth-century Natal. Production is still centred there, but sugar is also grown in
Mpumalanga, where irrigation is used when rainfall is inadequate. Land under sugar cultivation has steadily
increased, and the industry estimated that it produced more than 16 million tons of sugarcane in Value in
millions of South African rand:
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Upon formation, the country was named the Union of South Africa in English, reflecting its origin from the
unification of four formerly separate British colonies. Since , the long form name in English has been the
"Republic of South Africa". Since , the Republic has had an official name in each of its 11 official languages.
Mzansi, derived from the Xhosa noun umzantsi meaning "south", is a colloquial name for South Africa, [20]
[21] while some Pan-Africanist political parties prefer the term " Azania ". History of South Africa Prehistoric
archaeology These finds suggest that various hominid species existed in South Africa from about three million
years ago, starting with Australopithecus africanus. Modern humans have inhabited Southern Africa for at
least , years. Migrations that formed the modern Rainbow nation Various researchers have located pebble tools
within the Vaal River valley. They displaced, conquered and absorbed the original Khoisan speakers, the
Khoikhoi and San peoples. The Bantu slowly moved south. The earliest ironworks in modern-day
KwaZulu-Natal Province are believed to date from around The southernmost group was the Xhosa people ,
whose language incorporates certain linguistic traits from the earlier Khoisan people. As they migrated, these
larger Iron Age populations displaced or assimilated earlier peoples. The two major historic groups were the
Xhosa and Zulu peoples. In , the Portuguese explorer Bartolomeu Dias led the first European voyage to land in
southern Africa. Dias continued down the western coast of southern Africa. After 8 January , prevented by
storms from proceeding along the coast, he sailed out of sight of land and passed the southernmost point of
Africa without seeing it. He reached as far up the eastern coast of Africa as, what he called, Rio do Infante,
probably the present-day Groot River , in May , but on his return he saw the Cape, which he first named Cabo
das Tormentas Cape of Storms. Dutch colonisation See also: Helena as alternative ports of refuge. The sailors
were able to survive by obtaining fresh water and meat from the natives. During the early s, many Dutch
settlers departed from the Cape Colony , where they had been subjected to British control. The Boers founded
the Boer Republics: The discovery of diamonds in and gold in in the interior started the Mineral Revolution
and increased economic growth and immigration. This intensified British efforts to gain control over the
indigenous peoples. The struggle to control these important economic resources was a factor in relations
between Europeans and the indigenous population and also between the Boers and the British. Among the
obstacles were the presence of the independent states of the Boers and the Kingdom of Zululand and its army.
The Zulu nation defeated the British at the Battle of Isandlwana. Boers in combat The Boer Republics
successfully resisted British encroachments during the First Boer War â€” using guerrilla warfare tactics,
which were well suited to local conditions. The British returned with greater numbers, more experience, and
new strategy in the Second Boer War â€” but suffered heavy casualties through attrition ; nonetheless, they
were ultimately successful. Independence Within the country, anti-British policies among white South
Africans focused on independence. During the Dutch and British colonial years, racial segregation was mostly
informal, though some legislation was enacted to control the settlement and movement of native people,
including the Native Location Act of and the system of pass laws. The Union was a dominion that included the
former territories of the Cape , Transvaal and Natal colonies, as well as the Orange Free State republic. The
amount of land reserved for indigenous peoples was later marginally increased. It strengthened the racial
segregation begun under Dutch and British colonial rule. The legally institutionalized segregation became
known as apartheid. While whites enjoyed the highest standard of living in all of Africa, comparable to First
World Western nations, the black majority remained disadvantaged by almost every standard, including
income, education, housing, and life expectancy. The Freedom Charter , adopted in by the Congress Alliance ,
demanded a non-racial society and an end to discrimination. Republic On 31 May , the country became a
republic following a referendum in which white voters narrowly voted in favour thereof the British-dominated
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Natal province rallied against the issue. As a concession to the Westminster system , the presidency remained
parliamentary-appointed and virtually powerless until P. Pressured by other Commonwealth of Nations
countries, South Africa withdrew from the organisation in , and rejoined it only in Despite opposition both
within and outside the country, the government legislated for a continuation of apartheid. These measures
were later extended to international sanctions and the divestment of holdings by foreign investors. In the
following decade, it produced six deliverable nuclear weapons. Please help improve it or discuss these issues
on the talk page.
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By , the Nguni were organized into three main groups: They included the use of short "stabbing spears" called
assegais for close-in fighting and cowhide shields to protect against thrown weapons. The Zulu also employed
shock tactics based on stealth and surprise, and a "cow-horn" formation with a strong center and swift
enveloping wings that proved particularly useful in major battles. Finally, the Zulu organized their society
using "age-sets" to initiate youths into what was in effect a professional army. This system allowed the Zulu to
incorporate defeated enemies into their army, while the use of indunas provincial authorities appointed by the
king insured loyally and prevented rebellion. As a result of series of wars known collectively as the Mfecane ,
the Zulu became the most powerful African state in southern Africa in the s. Some of the people they defeated
fled west across the Drakensberg Mountains rather than accept Zulu authority, and there they encountered the
advancing Trekboer see above from Cape Colony. For a time, Cetshwayo maintained good relations with
Natal in an effort to counter Boer encroachment on Zulu land, but in , Sir Theophilus Shepstone, the British
Secretary for Native Affairs in Natal, convinced the Transvaal government to accept British annexation.
Concerned about Boer resistance to this move, Shepstone decided to sacrifice good relations with the Zulu. He
told the British High Commissioner for Cape Colony, Sir Bartle Frere, that the Zulu threatened the proposed
annexation, so in December , Frere ordered Cetshwayo to disband his army, but Cetshwayo refused and
mobilized 30, soldiers instead. On January 11, , the British invaded Zululand with about 7, regular troops, a
similar number of black African "levees" and a thousand white volunteers. Ignoring advice from a number of
Boer authorities, the British camped at Isandhlwana where they lost more than 1, soldiers to a Zulu attack on
January 22, As long as the Zulu remained a threat, the Boers accepted British annexation. However, once the
Zulu were defeated, the Transvaal Boers claimed that the annexation was a violation of the Sand River and
Bloemfontein Conventions of and see above. While a new British government hesitated Disraeli was replaced
by Gladstone as prime minister in , Boer forces won a series of victories that culminated at Majuba Hill in
February The British relented and signed the Convention of Pretoria that year, and the Convention of London
in These agreements restored Transvaal autonomy but did not specifically recognize Transvaal independence.
The British attempt to annex Transvaal was their biggest incursion into the area, but there were others. In , the
British annexed Basutoland in the Drakensberg Mountains following an appeal from Moshesh, the leader of a
mixed group of African refugees from the Zulu wars who sought British protection against the Boers. In the s,
Bechuanaland modern Botswana, located north of the Orange River became the object of dispute between the
Germans to the west, the Boers to the east, and Cape Colony to the south. Although Bechuanaland had no
economic value, the "Missionaries Road" passed through it towards territory farther north. After the Germans
annexed Damaraland and Namaqualand modern Namibia in , the British annexed Bechuanaland in In , the
balance of power in the region started to tip towards the Boers thanks to the gold discoveries at Witwatersrand.
Although older Boers were displeased because the gold rush threatened their pastoral way of life, younger
Boers saw the gold as a means to obtain real political power.
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Population density rises to over 3 people per square kilometre in the major urban centres of Johannesburg,
Cape Town, Pretoria and Durban, and drops to under one person for every square kilometre in rural and
semi-desert regions of the Northern, Western and Eastern Cape. Yet they make up less than a third of the
population in the Western Cape Similarly, the vast majority White South Africans, the beneficiaries of the
apartheid system, are largely found in the more developed and urbanised provinces of Gauteng Languages
South Africa has 11 official languages, but there are vast differences in language distribution and the numbers
of those who speak a particular language at home. Although English is the lingua franca of the country, there
is considerable variation in languages between the provinces. Except for Gauteng and Mpumalanga, each
province is dominated by a single language, spoken by more than half the population. Gauteng and
Mpumalanga are more linguistically heterogenous, with no single language dominating. The third province in
which the language is the largest is Mpumalanga, where it is spoken by more than a quarter of the population,
who make up 7. The presence of the language in the remaining six provinces is negligible. It too is regional,
with a third of its speakers living in the Eastern Cape, where it is the language of Afrikaans In third place is
Afrikaans, spoken by Most Afrikaans speakers Afrikaans is also spoken by 9. English While English is
spoken to some degree by many South Africans, as a home language it is most common in KwaZulu-Natal,
where over a third Setswana Setswana is largely found in North West, a province bordering the country of
Botswana, where the language dominates. It is spoken by Setswana is also found in the Northern Cape, where
it is spoken by Sesotho is also found in Gauteng, where it is spoken by IsiNdebele, spoken by 1. Almost a
third of isiNdebele speakers reside in Gauteng, but make up only 2. SiSwati is the language of the Swazi
people, spoken by 2. Tshivenda is spoken by 2. Xitsonga, spoken by 4. Government Each province has its own
provincial government, with legislative power vested in a provincial legislature and executive power vested in
a provincial premier and exercised together with the other members of a provincial executive council. The
legislature is empowered to pass legislation within its functional areas The premier is elected by the legislature
and, as with the president at national level, is limited to two five-year terms in office. The premier appoints the
other members of the executive council, which functions as a cabinet at provincial level. The members of the
executive council, known as MECs, are accountable individually and collectively to the legislature. The tiny
province punches way above its weight, contributing Next is KwaZulu-Natal with
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T he Eastern Cape has superb beaches and magnificent game parks and nature reserves. The fact that parks
such as the Addo Elephant National Park are malariafree at all times is an additional selling point for foreign
visitors. Golfers in search of the rare pleasures of links golf have two courses to savour in Port Elizabeth
Humewood Golf Club and St Francis Links, just an hour down the coast. Some luxury game lodges are
located within national parks, such as the Gorah Elephant Camp, which is run by Hunter Hotels and forms part
of the Addo Park. Addo uniquely offers visitors the opportunity to view the Big Seven, as it has more than
elephants, along with the rest of the Big Five. The park includes a marine section where great white sharks and
whales can be sighted. The Camdeboo, Mountain Zebra and Garden Route national parks offer terrains
ranging from dry karoo veld and rolling mountain plateaus to forests on a rocky coastline. In addition to all of
these natural treasures, the Eastern Cape has a strong history and culture offering. More than a century of
interaction between British colonial forces and Xhosa-speaking groups created a frontier zone that today is
rich in historical interest. The Mandela Bay Development Agency has started an initiative in Port Elizabeth
that relates to the struggle against apartheid. The MBDA has come up with Route 67, which consists of 67
public art works symbolising the 67 years spent by Nelson Mandela in the service of his fellow man. It passes
the Great Flag on the Donkin Reserve. Funding was provided by the municipality, but a lot of hard work was
done by volunteers to get the old train back on track. Re-branded for the occasion as the Nelson Mandela Bay
Steam Train, the plan is to extend the line to the large regional shopping centre on the western edge of the city,
Bay West. The railway used to haul fruit to Port Elizabeth from the Langkloof valley. Transnet National Ports
Authority has confirmed that it will transfer its manganese export facility at the Port of Port Elizabeth to the
neighbouring Port of Ngqura by October The manganese currently lies in the harbour next to the tourist
beach. When the facility is relocated, there will be a chance to link the edge of the harbour which already has
some tourist facilities and a yacht basin with the popular beach and so create a waterfront with restaurants,
shops and bars. Premier Hotels also manages the East London International Convention Centre which offers
17 conference rooms in various configurations, boardrooms and an exhibition hall. Many resorts take
advantage of the beautiful bays and inlets of the Eastern Cape, both along the Wild Coast, and nearer to cities,
such as the Mpekweni Beach Resort which is located between Port Alfred and East London. The Eastern Cape
Gambling and Betting Board issues gaming licences and regulates the industry in the province. The modern
storey building has rooms and suites. Located close to the Blue-Flag Hobie Beach, the Boardwalk has won
awards for excellence for its meetings, exhibitions and special events. It is possible that the resort could be
transferred to the state with the intention that it be transferred to the beneficiaries of a land claim. Tsogo Sun
has five Eastern Cape properties. In the 11th running of the event was held in the last week of January, and
East London is home to several other popular cycling and running events. The Eastern Cape hosted foreign
visitors in that year and the province became a favoured destination for international travel agents. In foreign
visitor numbers ticked upwards close to the peak, and a focus on events is one of the reasons for this trend.
Grahamstown hosts the National Arts Festival every year, an day extravaganza of performance art, music of
every sort, art exhibitions, film, lectures, craft fairs and workshops. More than people attended the festival and
a study has put the economic impact of the festival at R Port Elizabeth hosts matches in the international Super
Rugby series. Enthusiastic crowds of up to 80 have been known to line the route and the event will
undoubtedly be a fillip for the local economy. More than 6 athletes are expected to participate. Where before
the lighting level was Lux, it is now Lux. The LED lighting makes for a much brighter light and far more
flexible. No warm-up is required and so the theatrics can be employed at any time: With the possibility of
holding light shows before and after events, safety is improved because crowds will come in early and linger
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later. LED technology also reduces consumption significantly. Over four days in December , the ground
celebrated another landmark â€” South Africa hosted Zimbabwe in the first-ever day-night Test match. The
Rmillion contract was completed on time and on budget by a team from Maritz Electrical led by Warren
Williams. Two project managers from Musco Lighting, the supplier, supported the installation. The lights on
top of the Duck Pond Pavilion were hoisted at night, the process being illuminated by floodlight. Maritz
Electrical has an internationally compliant management system in place. We work closely with our customers,
ensuring that the task or project is completed on time and on budget, using the highest quality products
available. We specialise in all residential and commercial areas of electrical installation and maintenance. Our
electrical services include project management, design, supply, installation, testing plus commissioning and
maintenance of electrical systems. It is one of the largest business associations in the Eastern Cape, with a
membership of more than businesses employing over people in a diverse array of sectors. In the new strategic
direction of , the Business Chamber will be driving the Triple Helix concept of building relationship between
the universityindustry-government as the foundation of creating a competitive Nelson Mandela Bay. The
Business Chamber has been the heartbeat of business success in the region for over years. The Business
Chamber also builds in international relations to form a vital link between business owners and international
markets. The Nelson Mandela Bay Business Chamber has established a structure of seven task teams to
facilitate the ease of doing business. Close to SMEs small to medium-sized enterprises benefited from taking
part in the different phases of the programme. In the Business Chamber finalised the launch of a pilot phase of
the Export Development Programme which is set to commence in March for multisectoral SMMEs
positioning themselves as emerging exporters. The programme is unique because of its integrated approach to
the development of these emerging exporters. Mission By influencing the factors and key stakeholders that
create a competitive enabling business environment. This programme will continue in Regular networking
functions offer business owners the chance to make new professional contacts. The Events Department
reached a new record in by hosting a total of 91 events. As an accredited provider of this service, the Nelson
Mandela Bay Business Chamber signs Certificates of Origin for member and nonmember businesses requiring
the services in Nelson Mandela Bay. The Certificates of Origin Department reached a record in August when
it issued the most monthly certificates it has ever completed over the past six years of recordings. Publications
and marketing Corporate Social Investment As another value-added service to members, the Nelson Mandela
Bay Business Chamber provides members with a variety of publications across print and electronic platforms,
including our quarterly printed member magazine, Infocom, and the printed annual Business Guide. Both of
these publications are ABC-certified, glossy publications. The electronic monthly newsletter The Good News
provides links to good news on the local business front. The Business Chamber regularly updates its website,
and can be found on popular social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram.
Many of our member companies significantly contribute to alleviating poverty and specifically unemployment
in the region of Nelson Mandela Bay through various initiatives purposed to grow the local economy. Every
year the Business Chamber adopts NGO organisations and collects goods and services from our member
companies in order to create awareness around the NGOs. Member listing â€” After joining, members receive
the member listing as part of their package. It also features chamber activities and developments in the area.
We also liaise with a number of Embassies and Trade Consuls to seek business and trade opportunities. It
provides a platform to attract international investors, as well as provide exposure for local companies. Over
voluntary business professionals participate. Les Holbrook Head of Communications: Jacqui Austin at
members bkcob. What are some of the Chamber highlights for the past year? The Chamber tackles many and
varied projects and focusses primarily on areas where the focus is on the cost and ease of doing business. The
Chamber plans to revive this initiative to mitigate the loss of opportunities pouring out of the province.
Strategic steps will now be taken to increase the procurement for enterprises located within the province. We
also have a forum to promote opportunities in the Blue Economy. Why should investors consider the Eastern
Cape? Buffalo City is equidistant from Gauteng and the Western Cape, with good logistics and competitive
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costs, offering air, road and sea connectivity, all reasons for a successful and vibrant East London Industrial
Development Zone. This is supported by the most moderate climate all year round, a productive coastline, and
a lifestyle supported by the minute city. With the first automotive tertiary training academy and artisan
development, skills in the manufacturing sector are adequately supported. What is the biggest challenge for
regional business? Municipal services and infrastructure maintenance. Buffalo City Municipality is spending
hundreds of millions on a very old infrastructure. However, great strides have been made and the future looks
very positive. Nedbank leverages its strong market positioning with businesses and the public sector,
encouraging them to bank their employees through its innovative Workplace Banking offering for employees.
There is good news for Eastern Cape business owners and entrepreneurs seeking a unique banking experience:
Nedbank Business Banking has 27 business managers located across the province specialising in commercial
industries as well as the agricultural sector. They are ready to assist you with professional advice,
industry-specific solutions and a comprehensive range of financial products and services. This has seen the
bank simplify and enhance its product offering in line with its value-added banking philosophy based on
simplicity, transparency and affordability. Nedbank continues to build on its clientcentred strategy aimed at
delivering distinctive experiences and channels of choice for businesses and clients in the Eastern Cape. Since
Nedbank has launched several first-to-market innovations, such as the award- What does this mean for the
client? Whole-view Business Banking is an additional benefit of Nedbank Business Banking and means that
your business and your personal financial needs are managed in one place. For example, the Small Business
Friday initiative, in association with the National Small Business Chamber, seeks to encourage everyone in
South Africa to rally behind and support small businesses. The initiative calls on everyone to make a
conscious decision to vote for small businesses through their hearts, feet and wallets; not only on Small
Business Friday, but every day. Nedbank has, over the years, instituted various interventions aimed at giving
support to the small-business sector. Nedbank has built a solid reputation as a bank for small businesses
through initiatives such as Small Business Friday, free small-business seminars and the SimplyBiz. It helps
small businesses improve their business administration skills, keep up with the latest trends, network with
other small businesses and share ideas.
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See Article History Alternative Titles: Republic of South Africa, Union of South Africa South Africa, the
southernmost country on the African continent, renowned for its varied topography , great natural beauty, and
cultural diversity , all of which have made the country a favoured destination for travelers since the legal
ending of apartheid Afrikaans: DrakensbergA time-lapse survey of the Drakensberg mountain range, Southern
Africa. With that system, the government, controlled by the minority white population, enforced segregation
between government-defined races in housing, education, and virtually all spheres of life, creating in effect
three nations: There is an intense need for self-expression among the oppressed in our country. I mean people
making history consciouslyâ€¦. We neglect the creativity that has made the people able to survive extreme
exploitation and oppression. People have survived extreme racism. It means our people have been creative
about their lives. Eventually forced to confront the untenable nature of ethnic separatism in a multicultural
land, the South African government of F. That process in turn set in motion a transition toward universal
suffrage and a true electoral democracy , which culminated in the election of a government led by the black
majority under the leadership of the long-imprisoned dissident Nelson Mandela. As this transition attests, the
country has made remarkable progress in establishing social equity in a short period of time. South Africa has
three cities that serve as capitals: Pretoria executive , Cape Town legislative , and Bloemfontein judicial.
Johannesburg , the largest urban area in the country and a centre of commerce, lies at the heart of the populous
Gauteng province. Durban , a port on the Indian Ocean , is a major industrial centre. Greater political equality
and economic stability, however, do not necessarily mean social tranquility. South African society at the start
of the 21st century continued to face steep challenges: Land South Africa is bordered by Namibia to the
northwest, by Botswana and Zimbabwe to the north, and by Mozambique and Swaziland to the northeast and
east. Lesotho , an independent country, is an enclave in the eastern part of the republic , entirely surrounded by
South African territory. The country possesses two small subantarctic islands, Prince Edward and Marion ,
situated in the Indian Ocean about 1, miles 1, km southeast of Cape Town. The former South African
possession of Walvis Bay , on the Atlantic coast some miles km north of the Orange River, became part of
Namibia in Relief A plateau covers the largest part of the country, dominating the topography; it is separated
from surrounding areas of generally lower elevation by the Great Escarpment. The plateau consists almost
entirely of very old rock of the Karoo System, which formed from the Late Carboniferous Epoch about to
million years ago to the Late Triassic Epoch about to million years ago. The plateau, generally highest in the
east, drops from elevations of more than 8, feet 2, metres in the basaltic Lesotho region to about 2, feet metres
in the sandy Kalahari in the west. The central part of the plateau comprises the Highveld , which reaches
between 4, and 6, feet 1, and 1, metres in elevation. South of the Orange River lies the Great Karoo region. It
runs southward from the far northeast, where it is generally known as the Transvaal Drakensberg Afrikaans:
The mountainous escarpment continues southwestward, dividing Lesotho from the Eastern Cape province,
where it runs westward across Eastern Cape at lesser elevations of 5, to 8, feet 1, to 2, metres and is known as
the Stormberg. Farther to the west it becomes the Nuweveld Range and the Roggeveld Mountains and forms
the approximate boundary between Northern Cape and Western Cape provinces. At its western extreme, in the
vicinity of Mount Bokkeveld and Mount Kamies 5, feet [1, metres] , the escarpment is not well defined.
Drakensberg mountains, South Africa. Both above and below the Great Escarpment, the topography tends to
be broken. Open plains are rare, occurring mainly in northwestern Free State and farther to the west and in
smaller areas such as the Springbok Flats north of Pretoria. Ridges, mountains, and deeply incised valleys are
common, mainly left by the erosion of ancient landforms. There is little genuine coastal plain between the
escarpment and the sea, except in northern KwaZulu-Natal, where it reaches a width of about 50 miles 80 km ,
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and in parts of Western Cape. For most of its 1,mile 2,km length, the coastline consists of fairly steep slopes
rising rapidly inland and often includes long stretches of beach. Most of the coastline has been uplifted or
created by falling sea levels in the recent geologic past, with the result that there are few flooded river valleys
or natural harbours. In KwaZulu-Natal, longshore drift over many centuries has created spits and bluffs from
beach sand; in a number of places these features have enclosed bays, which have provided both remarkable
sanctuaries for wildlife as at the St. Lucia estuary and, when mouths are dredged, good harbours as at Durban
and Richards Bay. Drainage Rising in the Lesotho Highlands, the Orange River and its tributariesâ€”chiefly
the Caledon and the Vaal â€”drain the greater part of the country about , square miles [, square km] to the
Atlantic Ocean. North of the Witwatersrand Rand ridge, the plateau is drained to the Indian Ocean by the
Limpopo system, whose major tributaries include the Krokodil, Mogalakwena, Luvuvhu, and Olifants rivers.
South of the Olifants River, in the area between the escarpment and the sea, a large number of other river
systems, including the Komati, Pongolo, Mfolozi, Mgeni, and Tugela, drain much of KwaZulu-Natal; the
Tugela ranks as the largest river by volume in the country. The flows of all South African rivers are highly
seasonal, and few offer a level-enough gradient and sufficient volume to allow navigation by even small craft
for more than a few miles from their mouths. Page 1 of
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Wheat cultivation spread from the western Cape where rainfall is fairly reliable, to the Orange Free State and the
eastern Transvaal, primarily in response to rising consumer demand. But wheat harvest volumes vary widely; for
example, roughly million tons were produced in and only million tons in

See[ edit ][ add listing ] The sandstone church in the centre of town is the main landmark. There is an old
airstrip runway that makes for a nice perspective photo. As with many eastern Free State towns there are some
pleasing old sandstone houses dotted around. Do[ edit ][ add listing ] There are some nice walks around the
edge of town - head west towards the hills behind Ladybrand. You can also play a round of golf at the club,
horse ride, paintball, and other things, ask in the tourist information office. The Oldenburg Lodge [9] 10km up
the road offers horse riding, games drives, rock climbing, swimming and other activities. Buy[ edit ][ add
listing ] For those reading this page before taking up a job in Maseru its worth noting that in general the prices
of goods are the same or cheaper in Ladybrand, especially for white goods and furniture, however delivery
charges may well exceed the savings compared to purchasing things in Maseru. Great supermarket for
stocking up before heading in to the Lesotho mountains. Considerably better quality than Shoprite. Prices are
very reasonable also. A recent expansion now allows you to just turn-up-and-go rather than the previous
practice of compulsory bookings. Based in the old train station. Popular for lunch, lovely setting. Living Life
also sells handmade gifts and nik-naks. Little Italy, Opposite Spar. A good place for lunch - reasonably priced
pizza, pasta and salads. Outdoor seating and a takeaway menu. The pizzas are still good but the curiously stark
grey interior is a little off-putting. Wholesome South African fare. Do an excellent Sunday lunch. Set in
pleasant rural surroundings, with a few walks and nature trails starting from the restaurant grounds, the Siding
has been a popular spot for a good few years now. Spizzy Pizza In summer makes a good place to sip a beer
under the veranda, watching the sun set behind the church. Ciao Ciao Cocktail Lounge enjoy the chilled
atmoshere. A sanctuary of trees, flowing gardens and fresh, locally grown produce, Living Life Cafe is a home
away from home for many expats in Maseru and Ladybrand. Good coffee, great food, friendly service and a
relaxed atmosphere. Open Tuesdays through Saturdays - 8: You will you pay on average twice as much for a
room in Maseru. One of the pleasant old sandstone houses of Ladybrand. Soothing environment that caters for
all - from backpackers to executives. Call us for a customised quotation. The Station House offer sophisticated
accommodation in a country setting for the gentry. Their crisp bohemian bourgeoise styled guest rooms flow
into tranquil private gardens. Rooms are crisp, airy and filled with natural light.
8: South Africa in the 19th Century
The Cape became the Western Cape, Northern Cape, Eastern Cape and the western half of North West, while the
Transvaal became Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Gauteng and the eastern half of North West. Natal was renamed
KwaZulu-Natal, incorporating the "homeland" of KwaZulu, and the Orange Free State became simply the Free State.

9: Job Opportunities - Construction Information Systems
Click on the game reserve, national park or nature reserve you wish to visit on the Free State map or select from the full
list in the menu, to view additional information about the reserves and for listings of all lodges listed in the relevant area.
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