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There are dozens of candidates, even though the Webster essay in that volume is not ostensibly about how do
to theology. But many of the things Webster lauded in Barth were transparently things that Webster himself
had learned partly from Barth to value and to put into practice, at least aspirationally. It was right around that
Webster publications began to catch wider attention as more than just Barth studies. We felt implicated in
what he wrote, or at least that we could be so implicated if we took our task seriously. He did not give a rosy
view of the theological culture he was educated in. He reports that doctrine was chiefly taught through
analysis of problems, particularly the problems faced by those who felt acutely responsible to do their
theology under the bleak searchlights of what were taken to be normative modern intellectual developments. I
remember this doctrinal-criticism style of academic theology very well. Statement of traditional doctrine, 2.
Modern criticisms that show why the doctrine can no longer be maintained in its traditional form, 3. Clever
reconstruction move using the latest whatever. That theological style had such a grip on academic theology in
the late twentieth century that I very nearly went into New Testament scholarship instead of systematics. I was
well aware that academic biblical studies labored under constraints of its own, being forced to masquerade as a
merely descriptive, historical science and avoid making truth claims. But at least neutestamentlichers got to
keep up close contact with the Bible. Thank God John Webster had worked his way out of the constraints and
was beginning to create the space for better theological undertakings. Once I resolved to work in this way, I
quite quickly found that the substance and order of Christian doctrine displayed itself as much more grand,
and much more comprehensible, than when I had approached it as a series of critical problems. One is that of
becoming acquainted with the history of Christian theology, and coming to understand it as the history of the
church: The freedom to work this way came from his growing ability to be critical of the critical move.
Theological reason is as much a sphere of reconciliation, sanctification, and prayer as any other human
undertaking. It seems clear to me that his positive joy in doing theology was the dominant note in his work. It
was a major event for the work of systematic theology when John Webster found his theological voice. It feels
like a major event that his voice is now silenced.
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Posted on March 10th, , by essay The play The Duchess of Malfi which was written by John Webster, a
well-known English dramatist of the th century, is considered to be a tragic play. Some critics call this literary
work a masterpiece while others express their negative attitude to this play. My goal in this paper in to give
critical analysis of the play and to prove the fact that violence, revenge and misuse of power can destroy the
lives of many people. The main character of the play is the Duchess, a young woman who became a widow
being rather young. She lives in Amalfi, a small Italian city. The story takes place in the th century. The young
woman falls in love with Antonio, a handsome young man who is her steward and wants to marry him. They
are very powerful and cruel men who do not want their sister to be happy. However, the Duchess secretly
marries Antonio. The author of the play tries to show human relations in the society where money and
prejudice govern the life of people. The Duchess marries a man who is of lower status. She does not want to
think about wealth. She wants to be happy and to love a good man. He hires another person, Bosola as a spy in
order to learn more about the life and intentions of his sister. The second brother the Cardinal favours this
idea. The author of the play shows mean and cruel people whose blood relations are ruined. They are the
hunters. This theme is developed by John Webster in order to capture the attention of those people around him
who have the same vices, who are lost in iniquity and who have dirty intentions. It really is true. In his play
The Duchess of Malfi, he not only criticized his society, he proved the fact that cruelty, violence and misuse of
power could ruin everything around. John Webster puts the ethical themes on the first place in his play. The
readers can judge the main characters according to their behavior and their actions. The Cardinal, the Duchess
brother is represented as a corrupt man, who has a powerful position at the Roman Catholic Church. Although
he is a representative of the religious organization, he lives immoral life. He does not trust his sister because
he hires a spy to learn her intentions. Moreover, he has a mistress. It means that he does not follow the rules of
the Church. His character is considered to be the most complex one. His personality is changing in the course
of the play. He is a greedy man, a servant who will do everything for his master. Bosola describes his
character in the following way: Webster 34 Bosola is a man who can experience guilt. He knew that the
brothers of the Duchess were against her marriage and he knew that they could kill her but he did not change
the situation. Bosola realized that the fact that he was a true servant of the Duke Ferdinand caused damage to
other people. Bosola wanted to be promoted that is why he served the tyranny of his master. However, he
understood that everything he did was his mistake. He even said that nothing could change his feeling of
conscience, not even all the wealth of the world. Green Bosola is a person who can criticize the society he
lives in. This fact proves that not all the people in the society are cruel, greedy, powerful and revengeful. John
Webster gives a chance to all the people of his society to change their personalities, to become kinder and
more sensitive to the feeling of others. Green It is known that the play is divided into five acts which are
closely connected with each other. The readers can see the development of conflict between the Duchess and
her brothers in such a way that the story ends tragically. One by one the characters of the play meet their
death. Green The Duchess of Malfi is a literary work which highlights the major issues of the society of the
sixteenth century. The author showed gender hierarchical system where women take the lower position. Male
dominance can lead to serious problems, and even to death. The Duchess is a brave woman who disobeyed the
wishes of her brothers, who did not follow the established rules of her society. She ignored social norms and
chose her servant Antonio to be her husband. She has a lot of male traits of character because she is not weak,
she asserts herself. The Duchess is decisive while Antonio is passive. Antonio cannot make his own
independent decisions. The Duchess is always brave and active. John Webster wanted to show a woman who
is ready to fight for her happiness, who is not afraid of her brothers and other people of the society. It
represents a woman as a powerless creature who takes the lower position in the gender hierarchical system.
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LITTLE is known of the life of Shakespeare's greatest pupil in tragedy, John Webster. He began to write for the stage
about between and he made certain additions to Marston's 'Malcontent,' and collaborated with Dekker in the 'History of
Sir Thomas Wyatt,' 'Northward Ho.
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John Webster - "The Duchess of Malfi" Act V scene 5 Cardinal enters, reading what seems to be a theological treatise.
He wonders aloud, undoubtedly thinking about his own predicament, why the author of this book claims that the fire in
hell is the same but it burns the sinners with different force, depending on the nature of their sin.
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John Webster, ?, English dramatist, b. London. Although little is known of his life, there is evidence that he worked for
Philip Henslowe, collaborating with such playwrights as Dekker and Ford.
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Essay / Theology John Webster, "There is Nothing that the Gospel Does Not Explicate" by Fred Sanders on May 26,
Some of us will now have to break the habit of calling John Webster the greatest living theologian.
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John Webster: a critical anthology. John Webster; a critical study. John Webster and his critics, Skull beneath the skin:
the achievement of John Webster.
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