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Records pertaining to the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment are available on National Archives Microfilm
Publication M, "Ratified Amendments XI-XXVII to the United States Constitution," Roll 4.

Shop Amendments to the U. The first 10 amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were ratified in
Amendment I Proposed by Congress September 25, Ratified December 15, Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances. A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any
house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. The
right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. No
person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public
use, without just compensation. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. In Suits at common law, where
the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact
tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of
the common law. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted. The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. Ratified February 7, The
Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or
prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any
Foreign State. Ratified June 15, But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the
representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. But no
person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the
United States. Ratified December 6, Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place
subject to their jurisdiction. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Ratified July 9, All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians
not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President
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of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the
members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one
years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or
other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. No person
shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any
office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a
member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged
in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may
by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. The validity of the public debt of the United
States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or
any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held
illegal and void. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of
this article. Ratified February 3, The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitudeâ€”
Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. The Congress
shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment
among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. Ratified April 8, The Senate of
the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six
years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite
for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. When vacancies happen in the
representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to
fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make
temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct. This
amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes
valid as part of the Constitution. Ratified January 16, Repealed by amendment After one year from the
ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the
importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the
jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. The Congress and the several States shall have
concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the
Congress. Ratified August 18, The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. Ratified January 23, The terms of the
President and the Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and
Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this
article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. The Congress shall assemble at
least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by
law appoint a different day. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President
elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen
before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then
the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by
law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified,
declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such
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person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified. The Congress may by law
provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of
the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have
devolved upon them. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of
this article. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its
submission. Ratified December 5, The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United
States is hereby repealed. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the
United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby
prohibited. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the
date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress. Ratified February 27, No person shall be elected
to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as
President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected
to the office of the President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office
of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be
holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this Article becomes
operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such term. This
article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the
States by the Congress. Ratified March 29, The District constituting the seat of Government of the United
States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice
President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would
be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to
those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties
as provided by the twelfth article of amendment. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for
President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in
Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll
tax or other tax. Ratified February 10, In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or
resignation, the Vice President shall become President. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice
President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority
vote of both Houses of Congress. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such
powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President. Whenever the Vice President
and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress
may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties
of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the
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President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one
days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days
after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same
as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office. Ratified July 1,
The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age. Ratified May 7, No law, varying the
compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of
Representatives shall have intervened.

Page 4

JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES pdf
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Records pertaining to the ratification of the Sixteenth Amendment are available on National Archives Microfilm
Publication M, "Ratified Amendments XI-XXVII to the United States Constitution," Roll 5.

James Wilson , the only member of the Constitutional Convention who supported electing the United States
Senate by popular vote. Prior to the Constitution, a federal body was one where states effectively formed
nothing more than permanent treaties, with citizens retaining their loyalty to their original state. However,
under the new Constitution, the central government was granted substantially more power than before; the
election of senators by the states reassured Anti-federalists that there would be some protection against the
swallowing up of states and their powers by the federal government, [5] providing a check on the power of the
federal government. While the Representatives operated in a two-year direct election cycle, making them
frequently accountable to their constituents, the senators could afford to "take a more detached view of issues
coming before Congress". Between and , the Senate investigated three elections over corruption. In , for
example, William A. Clark had his election voided after the Senate concluded that he had bought votes in the
Montana legislature. But analysts Bybee and Todd Zywicki believe this concern was largely unfounded; there
was a "dearth of hard information" on the subject. Because state legislatures were charged with deciding
whom to appoint as senators, the system relied on their ability to agree. Some states could not, and thus
delayed sending representatives to Congress; in a few cases, the system broke down to the point where states
completely lacked representation in the Senate. Deadlocks were a problem, but they were the exception rather
than the norm; many legislatures did not deadlock over elections at all. Most of those that did in the 19th
century were the newly admitted western states, which suffered from "inexperienced legislatures and weak
party discipline In a deadlock situation, state legislatures would deal with the matter by holding "one vote at
the beginning of the dayâ€”then the legislators would continue with their normal affairs". Mitchell noted that
the Senate became the "vital issue" in all legislative campaigns, with the policy stances and qualifications of
state legislative candidates ignored by voters who were more interested in the indirect Senate election.
Senators Calls for a constitutional amendment regarding Senate elections started in the early 19th century,
with Henry R. Storrs in proposing an amendment to provide for popular election. Stockton to the Senate due to
his approval by a plurality of the New Jersey Legislature rather than a majority. In reaction, the Congress
passed a bill in July that required state legislatures to elect senators by an absolute majority. On the first front,
the Populist Party incorporated the direct election of senators into its Omaha Platform , adopted in Oregon
was soon followed by Nebraska. William Randolph Hearst opened a nationwide popular readership for direct
election of U. Senators in a series of articles using flamboyant language attacking "The Treason of the Senate"
in his Cosmopolitan Magazine. David Graham Philips, one of the "yellow journalists" whom President Teddy
Roosevelt called "muckrakers", described Nelson Aldrich of Rhode Island as the principal "traitor" among the
"scurvy lot" in control of the Senate by theft, perjury, and bribes corrupting the state legislatures to gain
election to the Senate. A few state legislatures began to petition the Congress for direct election of senators.
By , the House had the two-thirds vote for just such an amendment. However, when the joint resolution
reached the Senate, it failed from neglect, as it did again in , and ; each time the House approved the
appropriate resolution, and each time it died in the Senate. Bybee notes that the state legislatures, which would
lose power if the reforms went through, were supportive of the campaign. By , 31 state legislatures had passed
resolutions calling for a constitutional amendment allowing direct election, and in the same year ten
Republican senators who were opposed to reform were forced out of their seats, acting as a "wake-up call to
the Senate". Most important was the populist argument; that there was a need to "Awaken, in the senators
Other counterarguments were that renowned senators could not have been elected directly, and that since a
large number of senators had experience in the House, which was already directly elected, a constitutional
amendment would be pointless. This was countered by the argument that a change in the mode in which
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senators were elected would not change their responsibilities. Fourteen of the thirty newly elected senators had
been elected through party primaries, which amounted to popular choice in their states. More than half of the
states had some form of primary selection for the Senate. The Senate finally joined the House to submit the
Seventeenth Amendment to the states for ratification, nearly ninety years after it first was presented to the
Senate in Alabama and Wyoming , already states, had passed resolutions in favor of a convention without
formally calling for one. The original resolution passed by the House contained the following clause: This
meant that their millions of population had no political representation. Most of the South had one-party states.
When the resolution came before the Senate, a substitute resolution, one without the rider, was proposed by
Joseph L. It was adopted by a vote of 64 to 24, with 4 not voting. The conference report that would become
the Seventeenth Amendment was approved by the Senate 42 to 36 on April 12, , and by the House to 39, with
not voting on May 13, Ratification by the states[ edit ] Original ratifier of amendment Rejected amendment
No action taken on amendment Having been passed by Congress, the amendment was sent to the states for
ratification and was ratified by:
3: Seventeenth Amendment to the United States Constitution - Wikipedia
On September 25, , the First Congress of the United States proposed 12 amendments to the Constitution. The Joint
Resolution of Congress proposing the amendments is on display in the Rotunda in the National Archives Museum.

4: Our Documents - 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Abolition of Slavery ()
This is a draft of a joint resolution proposing the thirteenth amendment to the United States Constitution that started in
the Senate. A joint resolution is a formal opinion adopted by both houses of the legislative branch.

5: Joint Resolution Proposing the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution | DocsTeach
H.R. , Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, May 10, It guaranteed all
citizensâ€”including freedmenâ€”equal rights and protections under state and federal law and set conditions for
readmission of former Confederate states to representation in the Union.
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