JOY, THE ART OF SPEAKING TO GOD pdf
1: Bible Verses About Joy: 25 Scriptures on Happiness - FaithGateway
6 Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom. 7 Thou hast loved
righteousness, and hated wickedness; Therefore God, Thy God, has anointed Thee With the oil of joy above Thy fellows
(Psalm ).

Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin:
Everyone wants to be heard, yet very few know how to listen. When someone goes on and on we listen with
bored inattention, enduring until the end. In order to hold a conversation, you need to know when to let go.
Learn to be patient and wait for the other person to finish speaking before you take your turn. Resist the urge
or tendency to dominate the conversation. While the other person is speaking, instead of listening they are
formulating their thoughts for the next opportunity to speak. Ironically, I have found that the secret of being
heard hinges upon hearing; simply learning to truly listen. If you want to be heard learn to be a good
listenerâ€¦listen intently. When people sense that you are truly listening to what they are saying, most of the
time they will return the courtesy. Truly understanding what needs to be said, is one of the most important
rules of communicating. To avoid being misunderstood communicate clearly, honestly and effectively; learn
to listen carefully and intentlyâ€¦practice being a good listener. It not only matters what you say but more
importantly what the other person understood you to say or mean. Just as silence is more than the absence of
sound, listening involves more than understanding words. Observe the non-verbal signals being sent out by the
speaker. Make an effort to understand the emotional as well as the intellectual meaning of what is being said.
Sometimes countenance speaks as loud as words; in order to truly hear learn to pay attention to body language
and tone. While standing in the back of the funeral parlor with a group of fellow fireman I noticed Bill, a
member of our house, walk up to the front row and sat down next to Jack. After about fifteen minutes or so
Bill put his arm around Jack and gave him a hug. When Bill returned to the rear of the room I asked him what
he said that had such a positive effect. More importantly than learning to listen to one another, is that we learn
to listen to the Lord. Before we can truly listen to one another we must first learn to listen to the Lord. If we,
as followers of Christ, are to share real wisdom, it must come from the Lord; true wisdom is born out of a
relationship with God. If we speak less, what we speak will be more powerful.
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2: Bible Verses About Joy: 20 Uplifting Scripture Quotes
These are Angela Thomas' speaking notes from the Faithlife Women Conference, presented unaltered and in their
entirety. The followers of Jesus have been given lavish gifts from God. Most of us open the ones we need most and too
many of us leave the gift of joy unwrapped or.

How to Know God is Speaking to You By Contributor ; Updated September 29, If you are a Christian, one of
the most important lessons that you can ever learn is how to know when God is speaking to you. If that is how
you feel God speaks, you will never hear Him speak. Back in the biblical days, God had to speak audibly from
the outside, because He did not live on the inside of the bible prophets and characters just yet. The reason He
did not live on the inside of them is because these were "pre-Jesus" days. However, after Jesus came, died, and
was resurrected, God was then able to come and live on the inside of us. God on the inside of us is called his
Holy Spirit. In the following scripture Jesus was speaking to His disciples: But you know and recognize Him,
for He lives with you [constantly] and will be in you. As stated in the intro to this article, during the days
before Jesus walked in the earth, God spoke to His servants from the outside. In the above scripture, Jesus was
telling His disciples that He had to leave them and return back to heaven. Jesus was the voice of God to the
disciples. When Jesus spoke, it was God himself speaking. However, He assured them that after He left, He
would have God send them someone else, another person, to take His place as one who comforts and speaks to
them. Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit would live on the inside of them and would always be with
them. His Spirit lives in you. Many Christians pray and expect Jesus or God to mysteriously answer them from
the outside. They are missing it. Jesus is not going to speak to you audibly. God is not going to speak to you
audibly. Be sure that you understand that the answer comes from within. When God speaks from without you
will know it. But to know how He speaks from within requires knowledge and discernment. It was His Holy
Spirit who lives on the inside of you, speaking to you the mind of God concerning your situation or
concerning a matter. And they later gave their reasoning for not going on that day. They said, "Something told
me not to go. Be advised that this knowing is not called intuition. It is actually a person. And the person is
God, through His Holy Spirit that lives on the inside of you. God speaks to you from within. Knowing that
God speaks from within is only a small bit of how to know when God is speaking to you. Once you hear that
voice, or that thought, from within you must discern the source. Where is the voice coming from? I will
attempt to clarify. God speaks in two ways. It is your biblical roadmap and foundation for "All Things God. A
Rhema Word is when God speaks to you outside of you reading the bible. A Rhema Word can be His voice
speaking to you from within, or it can be Him speaking through another person to you. You learn His nature.
You learn His ways. You are able to learn some of His patterns. And when He putteth forth His own sheep, He
goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him: And a stranger they will not follow Ask Him for confirmation
that He has spoken to you. When you do this, God will send another person along, or you can be watching
television That is your confirmation. I must warn you however that the more you grow in your walk with God,
the less He will give confirmations. It a sign of maturity. But when you are first starting to know God
intimately and learn His voice, He will gladly give you confirmations. You should do whatever He has told
you to do. If you fail to do what He has spoken to you, that is called rebellion. Many people like to call it free
will. The reality is that it is free for a moment, but it will cost you in the end. Read the story of Jonah in the
bible. Because Jonah chose to disobey God, He became swallowed up into the belly of a great fish. When God
speaks to you, He is speaking to give you counsel or comfort regarding matters that you are facing in your life.
He will tell you what to do. He will tell you what not to do. He will give you an "unrest" or "uneasiness" on
the inside when you are about to do something that you should not do. That uneasiness is God speaking to
you, trying to warn you ahead of time. Because He lives on the inside of you, you will feel what He feels. If
you feel uneasy about something, take that as a warning. When God is leading you to do something, there will
be a peace in your spirit about it, because God is the God of Peace. He is not the God of confusion and He is
not the God of disorder. When something is of God, there will be peace and order. Not only will God speak to
you and counsel you on what you should and should not do in business or personal decisions, He also speaks
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to you and tells you what you should and should not do regarding your character and personality. For example,
someone may treat you unfairly. God will speak to you and tell you to forgive that person. Someone may cut
you off in traffic and you flip them "the bird. If you choose to ignore His voice, then what He will do is allow
the same situation to come around again, only this time through a different person. For example, you are in
line at the grocery store, and you have been praying and asking God for more patience. The clerk is as slow as
molasses. You begin to become impatient. You hear that thought, still small voice saying, "Be Patient. Then
finally you have to open up your mouth and say something to the lady standing in front of you, "Man. I wish
they would get more clerks in the store. So the test comes around again, until you pass it God speaks to you
about you. So that he can grow you and mature you into a person who represents Him and His character to
others in the earth. If you have never heard the voice of God, be encouraged to read the article linked in the
"Additional Resources" section below concerning "How to Pray. In prayer, you speak to God and God speaks
back to you. Yet, in order for Him to speak back, you must be praying properly. About the Author This article
was written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in
efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. To submit your questions or ideas, or to simply
learn more, see our about us page:
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3: 45 Bible Verses about Joy - www.enganchecubano.com
There are uses of the word joy in the Bible, with nearly a quarter of those joy scriptures found in the Psalms. Read our
top 25 bible verses about joy. If you are need of a boost of positivity, these Bible verses about happiness and joy will
brighten your day.

Oh Lord, you are mightier than the huge breakers crashing against the ocean rocks. No other is greater than
you! You display your faithfulness in the cycle of the tides. How magnificent is the way their waves rise and
fall at your command. I walk along the sandy beach and gaze out over the deep water, And recall the
turbelulence in my own life. Thank you Lord for bringing my storms under control Your mighty hand
snatched me out of many trials and messes. As I gaze at your marvelous creation, I dig my toes in the sand
Strong winds whip my hair I taste the salty air! I breath deeply and clean cool air fills my lungs Your
refreshing Spirit engulfs me I tremble as your Spirit surrounds me. The Lord is the strength of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid? The lightening may flash and the thunder may roll; I know you are with me and all is
well with my soul! You are my anchor to whom I can cling; Your comfort and peace to me you will bring. O
what marvelous peace to my heart you bring: Secure in your love to you I know I can cling! You are my
anchor so steadfast and sure; Though the storms rage around me in you I am safe and secure! He that dwelleth
in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. It seems like the rain
comes when we have devised our greatest plans to accomplish some worthy task. My husband took the day off
from work recently to do some much needed yard work. We woke up to the sound of water beating down
furiously on our skylight. The Bible says it rains both on the just and the unjust. Jesus Himself gave a "weather
alert bulletin" in the Book of Matthew. He said, "Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: But everyone who hears these sayings of
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: And great was its fall.
Are the winds blowing and beating? Is the rain coming down and are the waters rising? If so, you may be
asking yourself why this is happening. My friend, I want you to know that the storm has come to test your
foundation. We walk through the fire so we can be "refined. It came to pass. And this too will pass. I used to
feel unloved by God when the storms of life came my way. I did not understand a simple but powerful secret
that the beautiful God-created foliage knows. Even the tiniest flowers of the field know that if it never rains,
then they will never grow. I have found that to be so true in my life. As one author said, "Jesus Christ is not
my security against the storms of life, He is my perfect security in the storms. He has never promised me an
easy passage, only a safe landing. He is your Shelter in the time of storm. He is the One who can speak to the
winds and the waves, and they obey. He will do that at the perfect moment for you. But rest today in this
thought Heavenly Father, it seems that storms are an inevitable part of our life. We find comfort in knowing
that according to Your Word, You are our Shelter during the time of storm. Already You have brought us
through so many times. We thank You for Your faithfulness and love. Let us keep that close to our heart
always. Help us to cherish these times of growth as we rest in Your arms of love. Secrets in the Storm c Rev.
Cowman "Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters. So when He leads us out by unexpected
ways, off the strong solid land, out upon the changing seas, then we may expect to see His ways. We are with
One who finds a path already tracked out, for it makes us perfectly independent of circumstances. There is an
infinite variety in the paths God makes, and He can make them anywhere! Think you not that He, who made
the spider able to drop anywhere and to spin its own path as it goes, is not able to spin a path for you through
every blank, or perplexity, or depression? God is never lost among our mysteries. He sees the road, "the end
from the beginning. Had we no stormy sea we should remain weaklings to the end of our days. God takes us
out into the deeps; but He knows the track! He knows the haven! And with Jesus Through the trackless deep
move on! Who can explore His decisions? Who can track out His paths? When we are in the midst of the
storms of life, drowning in an ocean of pain and sorrow, feeling that we are almost gone - JESUS comes to
rescue us! HE steps out of the safety of the boat and walks upon the storm! That which God sees in us
furnishes only matter for condemnation, not for pardon. He is the Judge of all the earth; and he is right as well
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as sovereign in his judgment. He must be obeyed; his law in inexorable; it cannot be broken without making
the breaker of it even in one jot or tittle worthy of death. When the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the soul it
sees this. Conviction of sin is just the sinner seeing himself as he is, and as God has all along seen him. Then
every fond idea of self-goodness, either in whole or in part, vanishes away. The things in him that once
seemed good appear so bad, and the bad things so very bad, that every self-prop falls from beneath him, and
all hope of being saved, in consequence of something in his own character, is then taken away. He sees that he
cannot save himself; nor help God to save him. He is lost, and he is helpless. Doings, feelings, strivings,
prayings, givings, abstainings, and the life, are found to be no relief from a sense of guilt, and, therefore, no
resting-place for a troubled heart. If sin were but a disease or a misfortune, these apparent good things might
relieve him, as being favorable symptoms of returning health; but when sin is guilt even more than disease;
and when the sinner is not merely sick, but condemned by the righteous Judge; then none of these goodnesses
in himself can reach his case, for they cannot assure him of a complete and righteous pardon, and, therefore,
cannot pacify his roused and wounded conscience. The way of approach is not for us to settle. God has settled
it; and it only remains for us to avail ourselves of it. He has fixed it on grounds altogether irrespective of our
character; or rather on grounds which take for granted simply that we are sinners, and that therefore the
element of goodness in us, as a title, or warrant, or recommendation, is altogether inadmissible, either in whole
or in part. To say, as some inquiring ones do at the outset of their anxiety, I will set myself to pray, and after I
have prayed a sufficient length of time, and with tolerable earnestness, I may approach and count upon
acceptance, is not only to build upon the quality and quantity of our prayers, but is to overlook the real
question before the sinner, "How am I to approach God in order to pray? Were you from this moment to cease
from sin, and do nothing but good all the rest of your life, it would not do. Were you to begin praying now,
and do nothing else but pray all your days, it would not do! Your own character cannot be your way of
approach, nor your ground of confidence toward God. No amount of praying, or working, or feeling, can
satisfy the righteous law, or pacify a guilty conscience, or quench the flaming sword that guards the access
into the presence of the infinitely Holy One. That which makes it safe for you to draw near to God, and right
for God to receive you, must be something altogether away from and independent of yourself; for, yourself
and everything pertaining to yourself God has already condemned; and no condemned thing can give you any
warrant for going to him, or hoping for acceptance. Your liberty of entrance must come from something which
he has accepted; not from something which he has condemned. I knew an awakened soul who, in the
bitterness of his spirit, thus set himself to work and pray in order to get peace. He doubled the amount of his
devotions, saying to himself, "Surely God will give me peace. He set up family worship, saying, "Surely God
will give me peace. At last he bethought himself of having a prayer meeting in his house as a certain remedy.
He fixed the night; called his neighbors; and prepared himself for conducting the meeting, by writing a prayer
and learning it by heart. As he finished the operation of learning it, preparatory to the meeting, he threw it
down on the table saying, "Surely that will do, God will give me peace now. Peace poured in like a river. No
grounds of peace or elements of reconciliation can be extracted from himself, either directly or indirectly. His
one qualification for peace is, that he needs it. It is not what he has, but what he lacks of good that draws him
to God; and it is the conscienceness of his lack that bids him look elsewhere, for something both to invite and
embolden him to approach. It is our sickness, not our health, that fits us for the physician, and casts us upon
his skill. No guilty conscience can be pacified with anything short of that which will make pardon a present, a
sure, and a righteous thing. Can our best doings, our best feelings, our best prayers, our best sacrifices, bring
this about? Nay; having accumulated these to the utmost, does not the sinner feel that pardon is just as far off
and uncertain as before? In all false religion, the worshipper rests his hope of divine favor upon something in
his own character, or life, or religious duties. The Pharisee did this when he came into the temple, "thanking
God that he was not as other men.
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4: Top C.S. Lewis quotes | Deseret News
Bible Verses About Joy- Joy Bible verses help Christians who may be going through a difficult season, for God's word
includes many Scripture references about joy. Learn how to have joy even when it seems hard. Discover what the Lord
says about joy. Use our bible verses by topic page which lists popular verses from the Old and New Testament.

So many people live within unhappy circumstances and yet will not take the initiative to change their situation
because they are conditioned to a life of security, conformity, and conservatism, all of which may appear to
give one peace of mind, but in reality nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit within a man than a
secure future. The joy of life comes from our encounters with new experiences, and hence there is no greater
joy than to have an endlessly changing horizon, for each day to have a new and different sun. If you want to
get more out of life, Ron, you must lose your inclination for monotonous security and adopt a helter-skelter
style of life that will at first appear to you to be crazy. But once you become accustomed to such a life you will
see its full meaning and its incredible beauty. And so, Ron, in short, get out of Salton City and hit the Road. I
guarantee you will be very glad you did. But I fear that you will ignore my advice. You think that I am
stubborn, but you are even more stubborn than me. You had a wonderful chance on your drive back to see one
of the greatest sights on earth, the Grand Canyon, something every American should see at least once in his
life. But for some reason incomprehensible to me you wanted nothing but to bolt for home as quickly as
possible, right back to the same situation which you see day after day after day. I fear you will follow this
same inclination in the future and thus fail to discover all the wonderful things that God has placed around us
to discover. Move around, be nomadic, make each day a new horizon. You are still going to live a long time,
Ron, and it would be a shame if you did not take the opportunity to revolutionize your life and move into an
entirely new realm of experience. You are wrong if you think Joy emanates only or principally from human
relationships. God has placed it all around us. It is in everything and anything we might experience. We just
have to have the courage to turn against our habitual lifestyle and engage in unconventional living. My point is
that you do not need me or anyone else around to bring this new kind of light in your life. It is simply waiting
out there for you to grasp it, and all you have to do is reach for it. The only person you are fighting is yourself
and your stubbornness to engage in new circumstances.
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5: Bible Verses about Joy - 20 Joyous Scripture Quotes
Bible verses about joy are a wonderful antidote to the fear, anxiety and worry that fills our world.. I'm so grateful for Bible
verses about happiness because God uses them show me how to have a truly happy life through daily Bible time.

Joy comes from being with God. God, You will fill me with joy when I am with You. A boomerang or
banana, or paper with smile drawn on it, or anything that looks like a smile , a jug of water, two plastic cups
one with several holes poked in the bottom. When the time was right, Jesus went into heaven to be with His
Father. And today, when we put our trust in Him, we are filled with this same Spirit 2 Corinthians 5: The
Bible calls these characteristics fruit. Against such things there is no law. We love each other with our actions.
Jesus showed His love in the most incredible way: He laid down His life to bring us back to God. What makes
you happy? What makes you sad? What if I got a new puppy? Would I be happy or sad? Hold the boomerang
in front of your mouth like a smiley face. I think I would be happy about that! But what if I broke my leg and
had to go to the hospital and get a cast? Hold the boomerang in front of your mouth like a frown. Or what if I
were a football player and I won the Superbowl? That sure would give me something to smile about! But what
about on the inside? Do we always feel on the inside how we look on the outside? Do you ever look like this
smile on the outside but really feel like this frown on the inside? What if you could always smile on the inside,
no matter what? Joy is the smile we have inside, no matter what is happening around us. PPT Cue Some
people think that joy and happiness are the same, but there is actually a big difference. The word happy comes
from the same word as happen. We feel happy if something good is happening to us at that moment. Joy does
not depend on what is happening to us â€” it stays deep down in your heart no matter what! Key Verse God is
our source of joy. When we spend time with Him, we get to know Him more. We are filled with joy because
of who God is and how He cares for us. It was the closest anyone had ever been to God. Moses learned more
about God. He saw that God is powerful, full of justice, good, forgiving, caring, loving, and faithful Exodus
Because of his time with God, something really incredible happened to Moses! Moses came down from
Mount Sinai. He had the two tablets of the covenant in his hands. His face was shining because he had spoken
with the Lord. Aaron and all of the people of Israel saw Moses. His face was shining. So they were afraid to
come near him. But Moses called out to them. So Aaron and all of the leaders of the community came to him.
And Moses spoke to them. After that, all of the people came near him. And he gave them all of the commands
the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai. Moses finished speaking to them. Then he put a veil over his face.
But when he would go to speak with the Lord, he would remove the veil. He would keep it off until he came
out. Then he would tell the people what the Lord had commanded. They would see that his face was shining.
So Moses would put the veil back over his face. He would keep it on until he went in again to speak with the
Lord. God is completely good and everything He created was good Psalm Over and over in the Bible, we see
that spending time with God fills His people with joy John The more time we spend with God, the more joy
we will have. God is the source of our joy. Turn on a lamp. Call up a volunteer. Do NOT allow the child to
touch the light bulb at any point! Put your hands near the lamp. Can you feel the warmth? The closer you get,
the warmer it feels. The lamp is the source of the warmth â€” just like God is the source of our joy. The more
time we spend with God, the more joy we have. We have a perfect example of someone who was always with
God. Jesus has always existed John 1: Jesus was always with His source of joy! He always had the true joy
that comes from being with God! But did Jesus ever have bad days? Did Jesus have some bad things happen to
him during his life? What were some sad things that happened to Jesus? Jesus often felt sadness for the people
of Israel Mark 6: His friend, Lazarus, died. His friend, Judas, betrayed Him. And Isaiah 53 tells us that Jesus
went through terrible pain and suffering on the cross. Remember our smile and frown? During these times,
Jesus was not smiling on the outside hold up the boomerang again like a frown , but inside, it was a different
story hold up the smile. He paid no attention to the shame of the cross. He suffered there because of the joy he
was looking forward to. What joy was He looking forward to? Bringing us to God! Jesus endured the pain of
the cross so that He could experience the great joy of bringing you and me to God! We are filled with the same
Spirit that Jesus was filled with. Our relationship with God is even better than that of Moses! We can know
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God just as Jesus did! We can be filled with the same joy that Jesus is filled with! Remember, joy is deep in
our hearts. Joy does not depend on what is happening to us â€” it stays in us no matter what! Even when Jesus
knew He had to die on the cross, He still had joy. And we can be the same way! But I still have joy because I
know that God is in control, and He can use every situation for my good Romans 8: Out of all the fruits of the
Spirit, joy seems to be the one that is most often overlooked. We always talk about how important it is to love
people, be kind, and be peaceful, but we rarely talk about joy. But joy is very important because it is the
easiest fruit for people to see, and people are attracted to joy when they see it. When people see joy in you,
they will want to know why you are joyful. That is true joy.
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Joanna Weaver - Intimacy with God in the Busyness of Life. Welcome to the website for author and speaker, Joanna
Weaver. She is known for her transparent and life-changing books, Having A Mary Heart in a Martha World, Having a
Mary Spirit and Lazarus Awakening.

I was supposed to be listening for his voice, but mostly all I heard was silence. Get a Free eBook: Do you want
to grow closer to God in your prayer times? Click here to download the free devotional. The silence pointed to
a deeper frustration. All my life I had struggled with this problem: How Most of Our Prayer Times Look As a
teenager, my mom would ask me the same question every morning at the breakfast table: My devotions were
dry, routine affairs. What a contrast with, say, a date with my girlfriend. Our conversations had a momentum
all their own. How discouraging that the relationship that was supposed to be the most exciting and wonderful
in my life had become a check on my to-do list. I remember the first time I heard his voice. It was years later; I
was desperate. I had been betrayed by someone very close to me and I needed to know that God cared. I asked
him if he would share with me what he thought of me. The next thing that happened changed my life forever.
God spoke inwardly to me in a way that might as well have been audible. I was a junky, ruined for anything
that smacked of a tame, compromising faith. We would ask the Lord questions, then listen, and he often
spoke. As so often happens, her heart was touched by what she experienced, particularly by one family for
whom her team built a home. They painted it green. Before leaving, she took a picture of herself with that
family in front of the home. In the spring of , she returned to Matamoros on an AIM project. One day, she
asked the Lord what he wanted her to do. Then she waited and listened. There may be a million people living
here. I have no idea where that house isâ€”how in the world would I ever find it? She looked up and down the
first streetâ€”no green house. She felt ridiculous, but knew she must obey. She saw a girl walking down the
street, so she approached her. Christianity is a personal faith. God wants to talk to us. He wants to guide us,
but we have to listen. How to Listen to God How do you listen to an all-powerful but invisible God? The Bible
has a lot to say about it. Over and over God interacts with people in a variety of ways. Our God is endlessly
creative in how he communicates with them. God spoke to Daniel through visions, Balaam through a donkey,
Peter through a rooster, and of all things, he spoke to Moses out of a shrub. We need to learn how to listen. If
they heard him clearly, then the figure would be percent. Frankly, almost everyone struggles to hear God and
many people have never heard him. But it does require some discipline to find a quiet place and to allow some
time just listening. Perhaps the hardest part of listening prayer is clearing your mind. Set aside at least half an
hour to start. When you are ready, quiet yourself. If stray thoughts come through your mind, write them down
on a separate piece of paper. Ask the Lord to speak to you through it in a way that you can understand. Then
write down your question for prayer. This is where you wait and listen. God may direct you to another passage
of Scripture. He may share a tender word. Whatever you feel he may be saying to you, write it down. Ask him
to confirm anything he shared with you. It also helps fine-tune your spiritual ears to better hear him. Use two
different pens. I like to use the first color to record my thoughts and the second pen to record what I sense God
is saying. Just let them come out so you can focus. God may give us different degrees of confidence in what he
has said. We therefore need to humbly admit our fallibility. Get someone you trust to check your impression
and to confirm it or not. Does it exalt Christ? Scripture is our authority. God does not contradict himself. I was
on a school bus full of jabbering, yelling kids. My son was in the back of the bus. There were 20 rows of
children making noise between us, but as I listened, in the back, I could make out the distinctive voice of my
boy. He promises that we, his sheep, will hear it. The more you pause and listen for his voice, the more you
will find that your ears tune in to itâ€”you become familiar with it. It just requires your listening. Get the free
devotional: Deepen your intimacy with God as you pray through this three-day devotional on Listening
Prayer. Click here to download the devotional. This post is by Seth Barnes. Seth is the author of The Art of
Listening Prayer , a month-long devotional that will help you hear the voice of the Lord more clearly and
apply his direction to your life. You can click here to purchase the devotional.
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7: How to Know God is Speaking to You | Synonym
With all the Bible verses about joy in the Scriptures, it seems as if joy is one of the main functions of everything related
to God. It even says that joy is with him in his dwelling place. The angels announcing the birth of Christ spoke of the joy
that was coming with that birth.

Praise may seem like an esoteric religious custom, but actually it is one of the most natural things in the
universe. If we had the ears to hear, we would recognize a chorus of praise all around. Praise Him, all His
angels; praise Him, all His hosts! Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, all you stars of light! Not only that,
but Jesus pointed out the praise potential of rocks! When the Pharisees told Jesus to rebuke the people who
were shouting His praise during His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus said: Throughout the whole
creation, praise comes naturally. But with humans, it seems a little harder. We want to know why. So, why
does God want us to praise Him? Does it make God feel more important to have us praise Him? Perhaps an
analogy can help clear up this misconception. He was already the most important being in the universe, and
He owned everything already. Nothing we can do changes that. And when you consider the abuse that God
receives from human beings every day, creating human beings looks like a bad deal for God. The praise He
gets today is far outweighed by the curses and profanity hurled at Him. He asks us to praise Him for our
benefit. The benefits of praising God What does praising God do for us? Here are just a few of the benefits:
Praising the all-powerful Creator God gives us perspective. When we are stuck staring down at the mire of
troubles, remembering the God who can pull us out can be reassuring and comforting. Focusing only on the
physical things that can be shaken leaves us unstable. But focusing on the spiritual things gives us a firm
foundation that cannot be shaken Hebrews Praising God helps us to get to know His characteristicsâ€”it helps
us build a closer relationship with Him. Praising, blessing and honoring God helps us to become more like
Him. He wants us to be His children, thinking and acting as He does. And He is a God who honors and blesses
and praises 1 Samuel 2: This barely scratches the surface of the benefitsâ€”to usâ€”of praising God. Knowing
why should lead us to want to know more about how the Bible teaches us to praise. Here are three ways to
praise God that are pleasing to Him: Study and meditate on praise The Bible is filled with examples of people
and angels praising God. We can study, think about and learn from these prayers, poems, songs and shouts.
Psalm , for example, gives us abundant food for thought and fodder for praise. Our Bible study and meditation
then inform our next step. New Testament, , p. As the many prayers in the Bible show, this should be a major
theme of our prayers, not just a four-word summary. What should we praise God for? Some aspects of praise
would be common to all people: Other aspects of praise will be personal to our own situation, such as thanking
Him for specific blessings, healings and help. The prayers and psalms of the Bible can give us ideas and
samples of appropriate praise. Praise in song Praise should be a daily part of personal prayer. But the Bible is
also filled with examples of communities of people joining together in praise of God, often in song. And the
use of music in worshipping God continued in the New Testament era. Singing praises to God remains a vital
part of the worship services for the Church of God today. Many examples show praise spontaneously breaking
out when good things occur and during joyful celebrations. As we saw earlier, praise should be a vital part of
our daily prayers. For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!
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Growing closer to God is a source of joy. How big is your God? When good things happen, you may give God credit for
it. When bad things happen, you may feel God has turned His back on you. In Psalms, read how David turned toward
God amid crises and was rewarded with joy. Joy comes from knowing God, enjoying what God has done for you and
believing that He constantly cares for you.

The followers of Jesus have been given lavish gifts from God. Most of us open the ones we need most and too
many of us leave the gift of joy unwrapped or still in the box. The gift of God is life eternal. Turns out God, in
the Bible, God is serious about His followers living in joy. One of the fruits of a right relationship with God.
Why should we unwrap the gift of joy? Take it out of the box. Put that baby on. The Bible clearly commands
Rejoice in the Lord â€” Phil 3: Choosing the action of joy. God did not stutter â€” always means always. O
God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my body longs for you, in a dry and weary
land where there is no water. Choosing joy surrender to the work of the Holy Spirit transforms your life and
therefore all those you influence, love, parent, etc. Some protest that the pursuit of joy seems self-centered:
Pursuing joy and glorifying God are not in conflict. To pursue joy with your whole life is to honor the One
who has given you life. Pursuing joy in God is very different from just enjoying His gifts. Most of us know
how to enjoy His gifts, but the pursuit of joy actually transforms us. His word and our pursuit, His power and
our surrender, The creator of joy can put His joy inside of us, HE can create what we cannot manufacture. The
more we approach God for this transformation, the more of God we will encounter. God desires that we find
our joy, happiness, peace and purpose in Him. When we have done so â€” HE is glorified! John Piper â€” we
must fight for joy. We must fight for the relationship that God has called us to. Fight to become the woman
filled with joy. Fight sin and countless distractions. Even fight against the ones who discourage you, so the
pursuit of joy becomes your priority. What the Bible has to say about joy: Joy comes from God Joy was
created in the character of God. Joy was born in the person of Jesus Christ. Today in the town of David, a
Savior has been born to you, he is Christ the Lord. The power to choose joy comes from the Holy Spirit. The
bible says that joy is a gift to those who belong to Jesus. Joy is given by God to His followers. May the
righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. The bible shows that joy increases
because of our increasing relationship with God. In our obedience to God, his word, the prompting of the Holy
Spirit â€” there is greater joy. The bible teaches that joy is an action choice obedience we make because we
follow Jesus Christ. The bible says this kind of obedience produces joy: Freedom from things â€” Ecclesiastes
2: The bible says we have the promise of future joy. We only know joy in part but one day. First, fight for the
transformation in your very own heart and attitude. You cannot impart what you do not possess. You cannot
give the gift you left unopened. Every sphere of influence. Mamas â€” you have the opportunity to give your
children something you may have never known. Single moms â€” you have the great privilege of setting the
tone for your home. You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven.
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Knowing WHEN God is Speaking to You: Because God's spirit lives on the inside of you, God speaks from the INSIDE
of you. When He speaks from the inside, His voice comes to you "AS A THOUGHT." As a matter of fact, you will think
that it's just a random thought that you had, when really it was God's still small voice speaking.

God created the heavens and the earth. He is the Creator of all things. We are made in the image of God and
therefore we are creative beings. God has given us an imagination. He has given each one of us talents and
gifts. Consequently, we are all artists, and art can be done by everyone. For you created all things, and they
exist because you created what you pleased. We should offer Him our best--intellectually, artistically, and
spiritually. Just look around you. There is beauty everywhere! I have even found beauty beside an ugly
parking lot; the beauty of a flower. He loves color, texture, and form. We can see this displayed in nature. The
heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak;
night after night they make him known. Why did I attempt to paint without knowing what I was doing you
may ask? Well, I did it because I wanted to create through painting. It gave me pleasure. It was a way of
expressing myself. I wanted to create using color and textures. It was learning about who I am, my
capabilities, my talent or lack thereof. It was about expressing my worship to the Creator. Of course, my
paintings are abstract. Some people will hate my artwork; others will find beauty in it. Does it really matter
what people think? Even architecture, carpentry and ironwork can be considered works of art. It is He who
planted the seed and inspired the artist. Worshiping God through art should not be about the fascination we
have with ourselves; the artwork should honor and glorify God and not the artist. Worshiping God with art is
about creating something for the Lord. Our God is the Master artist. He uses color experiences and different
textures people in our lives to mold us into the person He wants us to be. You may view more of her beautiful
artwork HERE.
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