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1: Justified By Faith - TSCBlog
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, New
Living Translation Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace with God because
of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.

It is not that the sinner is now sinless, but that he is "declared" sinless. This declaration of righteousness is
being justified before God. This justification is based on the shed blood of Jesus , ". God imputed reckoned to
our account the righteousness of Christ at the same time our sins were imputed to Christ when he was on the
cross. That is why it says in 1 Pet. To be saved means that God has delivered us saved us from His righteous
wrathful judgment due us because of our sins against Him. To be saved means that we are justified before
God. Only Christians are saved. Only Christians are justified. Bold references are particularly pointed. Is He
not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by
faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one. That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained
righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith. This faith alone saves us. However, we cannot stop
here without addressing what James says in James 2: All you need to do is look at the context. James chapter 2
has 26 verses: Verses instruct us to not show favoritism. Verses are comments on the Law. Verses are about
the relationship between faith and works. James begins this section by using the example of someone who
says he has faith but has no works, "What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no
works? Can that faith save him? In other words, James is addressing the issue of a dead faith; that is nothing
more than a verbal pronouncement. It is empty of life and action. He begins with the negative and
demonstrates what an empty faith is verses , words without actions. Finally, he gives examples of living faith
that is words followed by actions. He writes of Abraham and Rahab as examples of people who demonstrated
their faith by their deeds. In brief, James is examining two kinds of faith: One is true, and the other is false.
One is dead, the other alive; hence, "Faith without works is dead," James 2: Also, notice that James actually
quotes the same verse that Paul uses to support the teaching of justification by faith in Rom. Conclusion
Justification is by faith. This result of this justification and regeneration is that the sinner turns from his sin
and towards doing good works. But it is not these works that earn our place with God nor sustain it. Jesus
accomplished all that we need to be saved and stay saved on the cross. All that we need, we have in Jesus. All
we need to do to be saved--to be justified--is to truly believe in what God has done for us in Jesus on the cross;
this is why the Bible says we are justified by faith Rom. This true belief with justification before God and
regeneration in the new believer results in good works.
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2: Romans For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
Holding to justification by faith keeps us from falling for the lie that we can earn heaven. There is no ritual, no sacrament,
no deed that can make us worthy of the righteousness of Christ. It is only by His grace, in response to our faith, that God
has credited to us the holiness of His Son.

In Romans it says, "because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight. In James it says,
"You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. Are we justified by faith or by works? Does
the Bible Contradict--Itself? It is a fundamental Christian belief that we are justified by faith. Justification
means that God declares a sinner to be righteous. He does this by crediting--by reckoning the righteousness of
Jesus to the sinner. This is done by faith. That is, when the sinner puts his faith in the sacrifice of Jesus and
trusts in Him and not himself for righteousness, then God justifies him. But, if the Bible teaches that we are
justified by faith, does it also teach we are justified by works as James "seems" to say? Do we have a
contradiction? The answer is no. Context is Everything It is erroneous to take a verse, read it without its
context, and then attempt to develop a doctrine from that verse alone. James chapter 2 has 26 verses: Verses
instruct us not to show favoritism. Verses are comments on the Law. Verses are about the relationship between
faith and works. Notice that James begins this section by using the example of someone who says he has
faith--verse He then immediately gives an example of what true and false faiths are. He begins with the
negative and demonstrates what an empty faith is verses Finally, he gives examples of living faith by showing
Abraham and Rahab as the type of people who demonstrated their faith by their deeds. James is examining
two kinds of faith: One is true, and the other is false. One is dead, the other alive; hence, "Faith without works
is dead. This is why in the middle of his section on faith and works, he says in verse 19, "You believe that God
is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. It does not result in appropriate works. Ascentia
and Fiducia Two words are worth introducing here: The demons acknowledge and believe that God exists.
Fiducia is more than mental acknowledgment. It involves a trust in something--a giving over to it, a complete
believing and acceptance of something. This is the kind of faith that a Christian has in Christ. A Christian,
therefore, has fiducia; that is, he has real faith and trust in Christ and not simply an acknowledgment that He
lived on earth at one time. Another way to put this is that there are many people in the world who believed that
Jesus lived: But they do not believe that He is their savior, the one to whom they should look and trust for the
forgiveness of their sins. Ascentia does not lead to works. Ascentia is not of the heart. What is James Saying?
This sentiment is echoed in 1 John 2: Can this faith justify? It is not merely enough to say you believe in
Jesus. You must actually believe and trust in Him. If you actually do, then you will demonstrate that faith by a
changed and godly life. If not, then your profession is of no more value than the same profession of demons:
Therefore, we are justified by faith. That is, we are made righteous in the eyes of God by faith as is amply
demonstrated by Romans. However, that faith, if it is true, will result in deeds appropriate to salvation. For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them.
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3: Verses Showing Justification by Faith | www.enganchecubano.com
James discusses justification briefly but significantly, declaring that a faith that is apart from works cannot be a justifying
faith, because faith is made perfect or completed by works (James 2, especially James ).

You cannot work your way into Heaven. We are not saved by the law, but Jesus alone. Cursed is the one who
tries to work out his own salvation. Here is the thing that many people forget. We forget repentance and the
doctrine of regeneration. When someone is truly saved by faith they will not want to live in a continuous
lifestyle of sin. They will desire to obey God. Catholicism teaches that you have to work for your salvation.
Salvation is by faith, baptism, and obeying the commandments. Christianity teaches that evidence of true faith
in Christ will result in good works. Justification is by grace through faith in Christ. If you say I have to believe
in Christ and obey the commandments to be saved. You are on your way to hell. Lay down that burden. We
are not good enough only Christ is. Christ became your perfection. Stop saying I have to do this and this.
Christ did it for you. There is no way after reading these Scriptures that any person can believe that salvation
is by faith and deeds. Charles Spurgeon What does the Bible say? For if keeping the law could make us right
with God, then there was no need for Christ to die. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No,
because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works
of the law. He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake of our justification.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that
we would walk in them. For there is no distinction. Adam VS Jesus 7. For the sin of this one man, Adam,
brought death to many. Jesus is the only way. No one comes to the Father except through me. For with the
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. The false teachings of the
Catholic Church. Moved by the Holy Spirit and by charity, we can then merit for ourselves and for others the
graces needed for our sanctification , for the increase of grace and charity, and for the attainment of eternal
life. If we try to rely on both faith and works we will be cursed. We are not trusting in Christ alone. We are
trusting in Christ and our own goodness and God has to judge us compared to His perfect standard and we will
always fall short. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. You
have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the
salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what
is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do
what is right. How about these passages? It does not teach faith and works. God grants us repentance! Jesus
paid it in full. Jesus has made us new. Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? How can we who died
to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we
would no longer be enslaved to sin. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have
obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of
righteousness, have not attained their goal. Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.
They stumbled over the stumbling stone. Signup today and receive encouragement, updates, help, and more
straight in your inbox.
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4: Sola fide - Wikipedia
Justification IS by faith alone. But when we truly believe in God and we exhibit the life of Christ - the Spirit of Christ - in
our actions, our works (actions) will tell the world what is in our heart.

As he studied these portions of the Bible, he came to view the use of terms such as penance and righteousness
by the Catholic Church in new ways. Luther came to understand justification as entirely the work of God. He
explained his concept of "justification" in the Smalcald Articles: The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ,
our God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised again for our justification Romans 3: He alone is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sins of the world John 1: All have sinned and are justified freely, without their
own works and merits, by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood Romans 3:
This is necessary to believe. This cannot be otherwise acquired or grasped by any work, law or merit.
Therefore, it is clear and certain that this faith alone justifies us Nothing of this article can be yielded or
surrendered, even though heaven and earth and everything else falls Mark For Lutherans justification is in no
way dependent upon the thoughts, words, and deeds of those justified through faith alone in Christ. The new
obedience that the justified sinner renders to God through sanctification follows justification as a consequence,
but is not part of justification. For Lutherans, justification provides the power by which Christians can grow in
holiness. Such improvement comes about in the believer only after he has become a new creation in Christ.
This improvement is not completed in this life: We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we are
justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort. Therefore, anyone who is
justified will also receive all of the benefits of salvation, including sanctification. Thus, while Calvin agreed in
substance with the "simultaneously saint and sinner" formulation, [57] he was more definite in asserting that
the result of being justified is a consequent sanctification. For Calvin, Adam and Jesus functioned as federal
heads , or legal representatives, meaning that each one represented his people through his actions. When Jesus
achieved righteousness, all of his people were accounted to be righteous at that moment. In this way Calvin
attempted to simultaneously solve the problems of original sin, justification, and atonement. This idea was
expressed by the Synod of Dort as the "perseverance of the saint. The first concerns the teaching of "final
justification" by Norman Shepherd ; the second is the exact relationship of justification, sanctification, and
church membership, which is part of a larger controversy concerning the Federal Vision. The New Church
Emanuel Swedenborg [ edit ] According to the doctrine of The New Church , as explained by Emanuel
Swedenborg , the doctrine of justification by faith alone is a false belief which forms the foundation of much
of Protestant theology. Man must of his own volition justify himself, and yet believe that justification comes
from God only. Not only must man believe in God, but must love God with all his strength, and his neighbor
as himself. Conservative and liberal varieties of universalism then point in different directions. Pluralistic
Unitarian Universalism asserts that many different religions all lead to God. For some universalists,
justification either was accomplished once and for all in the crucifixion, or is altogether unnecessary. Wright ,
and James Dunn , have given rise to a re-thinking of the historical Protestant understanding of justification.
This view has been strongly criticized by a number of Reformed ministers and theologians including John
Piper , D. Carson , and Sinclair Ferguson. The ancient American Prophet Nephi wrote " This allows God to
rescue his children from sin while not infringing on their agency. Interactions between various doctrines[ edit ]
Main article: That phrase has been one of the uniting factors among various Protestant denominations; despite
the wide variety of doctrines and practices among Protestants, they all agree that one is saved often meaning
"justified" by faith alone. Roman Catholics and most Lutherans as represented by most of the Lutheran
councils worldwide that agreed with the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification JDDJ , believe that
they have found much agreement on the subject of justification. We confess together that sinners are justified
by faith in the saving action of God in Christ. Such a faith is active in love and thus the Christian cannot and
should not remain without works. But whatever in the justified precedes or follows the free gift of faith is
neither the basis of justification nor merits it. We confess together that in baptism the Holy Spirit unites one
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with Christ, justifies, and truly renews the person. We confess together that all persons depend completely on
the saving grace of God for their salvation. We confess together that persons are justified by faith in the gospel
"apart from works prescribed by the law" Rom 3: Likewise, Catholics affirming the real and serious
differences between the decrees of the Council of Trent and the normative Lutheran documents collected in
the Book of Concord equally reject the " JDDJ " as fatally flawed. Wright has written extensively on the topic
of justification [69] see also New Perspective on Paul. His views are troubling to many evangelicals, and have
sparked some debate. Those concerned with his view of justification worry that he marginalizes the
importance of the penal substitutionary transaction that takes place at salvation. Defenders of Wright respond
by saying that, while the bishop acknowledges advocacy of penal substitution in many biblical texts, he does
not see its application in scriptures other evangelicals might.
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5: Justification by Faith
Therefore, we are justified by faith. That is, we are made righteous in the eyes of God by faith as is amply demonstrated
by Romans. However, that faith, if it is true, will result in deeds appropriate to salvation.

Click Here How we are justified by faith is one of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. It is a mystery
because the scriptures appear to be saying different things depending on the writer. For what does the
Scripture say? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? James said something that appears to be in
conflict with what Paul said. You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. That apparent
conflict has caused some people to doubt that what James wrote is inspired scripture. Like most Christians, I
believe that James wrote inspired scripture and that all scripture is inspired of God. We heard Paul say that
Abraham was given credit for righteousness before he was circumcised. After God gave Abraham the
covenant promises He told him what his covenant requirement was. This is My covenant, which you shall
keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your
foreskin, and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. Abraham believed that God meant what
He said and he met his covenant requirement and was circumcised that very day. He met his covenant
requirement that day but he had already been given credit for righteousness because of his faith many years
before that. Abraham obeyed God and he went to that earthly land of Canaan. After he had gone through that
land God told him that He would give that land to his descendants. Abraham was childless at the time that
God called Him and he remained childless for many years after that. He was obviously concerned about how
God would keep His promise to him and we can see that in what happened when God later appeared to him in
a vision. In that vision Abraham appears to be complaining about the fact that God had given him no offspring
to be his heir. It also happened long before Abraham offered Isaac as a burnt offering. Abraham had already
been given credit for righteousness before he offered Isaac but James referred back to Abraham offering Isaac
and said that his faith was working with his works and his faith was perfected by his works. If that scripture
was fulfilled then it was prophecy of what was to come when Abraham offered Isaac. It appears that God
foresaw Abraham perfecting his faith with his works when He first gave Abraham credit for righteousness
because he believed God. Is that why God called Abraham in the first place? By faith he lived as an alien in
the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same
promise; for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. He lived
like an alien in that earthly land because he came to understand that the only everlasting possession had to be a
heavenly land. Has God foreseen those who are of faith and is He calling them just as He called Abraham? He
called Abraham and justified him Gave him credit for righteousness by faith before he obeyed God and met
his covenant requirement because God foreknew that he would obey His commandments. We can hear Paul
speak of that calling in his letter to the Romans. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom
He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He
also glorified. Paul did not mention faith in the above scripture, however, he mentioned love. God is calling all
who will choose to love Him Our choice to become His children, having become conformed to the image of
Christ. Remember, the greatest commandment is to love God with all of our being Matthew One must obey
the greatest commandment to receive the covenant promises. Anyone who refuses to keep His word does not
love God and they are not being called by Him. Abraham was called by God because of his faith but it was a
faith that not only believed that God was, but that He would also reward Abraham because Abraham believed
that God would do what He had promised. God called Abraham and justified him before he did his works of
obedience because He foresaw Abraham showing his love for Him by being obedient to His commandments.
We can see that being confirmed in what God later told Isaac. That is the kind of faith that justified Abraham
and it is the kind of faith that will justify us. We must believe that God means what He says and we must show
our belief with obedience. God foreknew that Abraham would be obedient and He called Him and justified
him long before he obeyed God and offered Isaac on the altar. When it happened, the scripture was fulfilled
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that spoke of how Abraham was given credit for righteousness. God also foresaw him obey his covenant
requirement of circumcision before Abraham heard God give him that requirement. God foresaw him
perfecting his faith with his works. That sounds like what God told Abraham after he passed the testing of his
faith and offered Isaac. Abraham was ready to kill his son Isaac and offer him as a burnt offering when the
angel stopped him and told him not to stretch out his hand against Isaac. Now God tells him that He will keep
that promise because he had done that thing and offered Isaac. If God told Abraham that He would keep His
promise because he had done that thing and offered his son, then it is obvious that God would not have kept
that promise if Abraham had refused to obey God. That is exactly what we heard Paul say. Paul said that God
has called those whom He foreknew and He justified them and predestined them to become His children. If we
are predestined it is only because God foresaw us choose to love Him and perfect our faith with our works
long before it happened. The choice is ours to make but God foresaw what choice we would make. God will
keep His promise to those who choose to love and obey Him. Abraham knew that God would keep His
promise to him even if He had to resurrect Isaac from the dead. We must believe like he believed. We must
believe that God will resurrect us from the dead to make it happen. If we really believe that it will happen, we
will be living our lives on this earth like aliens living in a foreign land as we keep looking for that city built by
God. Our covenant requirement is spiritual circumcision of the heart. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but
from God. Christ gave that covenant requirement of spiritual circumcision to His disciples when He gave them
the Great Commission. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved
shall be condemned. Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we
have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His
resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin. We do that
when we repent of having lived for our body of sin and make the decision to be buried with Christ through
baptism into death. We will have become united with Christ in baptism in the likeness of His death and we
will certainly be in the likeness of His resurrection. That included all males because only males were heirs
under that earthly covenant. Females were not heirs but they shared in the inheritance by being a part of the
family of an heir. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus. We can see how some received the word when the gospel was preached on the Day of
Pentecost. After the apostles received the Holy Spirit, they began speaking the gospel message in tongues.
Having received His word they obeyed Him and were baptized to meet their covenant requirement of spiritual
circumcision. When it happened they received the gift of the Holy Spirit. That sounds a little like what Jesus
once told a crowd. He told them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who
sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. Those who
receive His word will obey it and they will receive eternal life when they receive the Holy Spirit because the
Spirit gives life John 6: From what we just heard Jesus say, however, it sounds like they may receive eternal
life before they obey His word. How is that possible if we must obey Him and be baptized for the forgiveness
of sins to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit? For those whom He foresaw make the choice to believe His word
and obey His voice He is calling them to become His children and heirs to the promises. It sounds like God
may have already given us credit for righteousness when we first believed if He foresaw us later perfecting our
faith with our works. Those works will not have saved us; we will have been saved by our faith but God will
have foreseen our faith being perfected by our works. They asked the question about a man who heard the
gospel message and believed the message and he asked to be baptized for the forgiveness of his sins. I believe
that the scriptures are clear. True circumcision is circumcision of the heart. It appears that a person is given
credit for righteousness before obedience if God foresaw them making the choice to love Him and to show
their love with obedience. I believe that man who made the decision to obey in faith but God took him before
it happened had met his covenant requirement. He will have been saved by grace through faith and not by his
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works.
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6: What is justification? What does it mean to be justified?
Justification by Faith By Oswald Chambers If when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

A primary preposition denoting the channel of an act; through. I, the first-person pronoun. A primary pronoun
of the first person I. Lord, master, sir; the Lord. From kuros; supreme in authority, i. Of Hebrew origin; Jesus,
the name of our Lord and two other Israelites. Anointed One; the Messiah, the Christ. From chrio; Anointed
One, i. The Messiah, an epithet of Jesus. Faith brings justification; justification brings let us see that it does
bring peace--peace with God, through the mediation of Jesus. To that mediation it is that the Christian owes
his state of grace or acceptance in the present, and his triumphant hope of glory in the future. Nay, the triumph
begins now. It begins even with tribulation, for tribulation leads by gradual stages to that tried and approved
constancy which is a virtue most nearly allied to hope. Such hope does not deceive. It is grounded upon the
consciousness of justifying love assured to us by the wonderful sacrifice of the death of Christ. The one great
and difficult step was that which reconciled sinful man to God; the completion of the process of his salvation
follows by easy sequence. Knowing this our consciousness just spoken of takes a glow of triumph. Christ was
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification. This opening has a wonderful beauty which
centres in the Christian idea of peace. After all the gloomy retrospect which fills the preceding chapters, the
clouds break, and light steals gently over the scene. Nor is it merely the subsidence of storm, but an ardent and
eager hope that now awakens, and looks forward to a glorious future. A hortatory element is introduced into
the passage, which does not seem quite properly or naturally to belong to it. It is just possible that there may
have been a very early error of the copyist, afterwards rightly corrected in the two oldest MSS. On the other
hand, it is too much always to assume that a writer really used the expression which it seems to us most
natural that he should have used. If this be the true reading, the expression must be intended as hortatory,
meaning, apparently, "Let us appreciate and realize our peace with God which we have in being justified by
faith. The passage as a whole is not hortatory, but descriptive, and "we have peace" comes in naturally as an
initiatory statement of what is afterwards carried out. This being the case, it is a question whether an exception
may not be allowed in this case to the usually sound rule of bowing to decided preponderance of authority
with respect to readings. Being justified by faith he has peace with God. The holy, righteous God, cannot be at
peace with a sinner, while under the guilt of sin. Justification takes away the guilt, and so makes way for
peace. Into this grace we are brought, which teaches that we were not born in this state. We could not have got
into it of ourselves, but we are led into it, as pardoned offenders. Therein we stand, a posture that denotes
perseverance; we stand firm and safe, upheld by the power of the enemy. And those who have hope for the
glory of God hereafter, have enough to rejoice in now. Tribulation worketh patience, not in and of itself, but
the powerful grace of God working in and with the tribulation. Patient sufferers have most of the Divine
consolations, which abound as afflictions abound. It works needful experience of ourselves. This hope will not
disappoint, because it is sealed with the Holy Spirit as a Spirit of love. It is the gracious work of the blessed
Spirit to shed abroad the love of God in the hearts of all the saints.
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Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom also we have
had our access by faith into this grace wherein we stand; and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God (Romans ).

Quietly Through Link-up 34 September 20, 4 Comments Over the past several weeks I have been wrestling
with the ideas of faith, righteousness, and keeping the law, wondering how they all fit together. Actually, I
have wrestled with these ideas many times in my life and throughout my walk with Christ. So here I sit again,
with my Bible in my lap asking God to reveal His Gospel, His plan for salvation to me once again. This post
may contain some affiliate links for your convenience. Click here to read my full disclosure policy. Is the law
then against the promises of God? For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly
righteousness would have been given by the law. But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise
by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. But before faith came, we were kept under guard
by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. Yes, I do
believe the law is good â€” no, perfect. And, yes, I do believe God has called us to righteousness. Scripture
tells us so: But our righteousness is not what we are to seek. It is His and His alone. The prophet Isaiah said
that any of our good works are nothing more than filthy rags Isaiah Because we cannot keep the law. We
cannot keep it because we sin. And we sin because we are sinners. Which is why we need the promise of faith.
Here in Galatians, Paul makes it very clear that the law was given as a tutor. Our only hope is to have faith in
Him and Him alone. So I must conclude again that righteous does not come by the law. It comes by faith.
Faith in the One who kept the law perfectly. Faith in the One who took my punishment, who redeemed me
from the curse of the law Yes, there is a curse! It is faith in Christ and all that He has accomplished for us that
makes us righteous in the sight of God. And it is by this faith alone that we please Him. For Christ is the end
of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of
righteousness by faith. I am a filthy sinner, Lord, no matter how hard I try not to be. Even when my outward
actions appear right, my inward thoughts and intentions very rarely are. Thank you for sending your Son to
live perfectly on my behalf, to take my punishment and to rise, bring those who are dead to life. In the name of
your Son I pray. Dear friends, this post was written while reading Quietly Through the Bible , a two-year
reading plan.
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8: BibleGateway - Keyword Search: justified by faith
How we are justified by faith is one of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. It is a mystery because the scriptures
appear to be saying different things depending on the writer.

Published on Thursday, February 5th, Delivered by At the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington. You all
believe and understand the gospel of justification by faith, but we want to preach upon it tonight as a matter of
experience, as a thing realized, felt, enjoyed, and understood in the soul. I trust there are many here who not
only know that men may be saved and justified by faith, but who can say in their own experience, "Therefore,
being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ," and who are now at the
present moment walking and living in the actual enjoyment of that peace. Wishing to speak of the text, then, in
this sense, I shall ask you to accompany me, not only with your ears, and with the attention which you usually
give so generously, but also with the eye of your self- examination, asking yourselves, as we proceed step by
step, "Do I know that? Have I received that? Have I been taught of God in this matter? Have I been led into
that truth? Our first few thoughts shall be some plain, earnest talk concerning: These, I do not think, are by
any means foreign to the text, or merely imported to it, but belong rightfully to it. You see that Paul, before he
came to this justification by faith, had been speaking about sin. Now, some of these things of which I am
going to speak are absolutely necessary, if not to my sermon, yet certainly to your spiritually understanding
even so much as one jot or tittle of what it is to be justified by faith. Well, then, what are these things? The
first discovery that a man is led by the Spirit of God to make before he is justified is, that it is important to be
justified in the sight of God. Many people do not know this. You shall step into a shop this evening, and find a
man at the counter, and you say to him, "Well, do you never go to a place of worship? There are two parts, but
he can only see one, namely, that man is to be just to man. He sees that, but he does not see that man is to be
also just to God. And yet if that man were really to think a little while, he would see that the highest
obligations of a creature must be, not to his fellow-creatures, but to his Creator, and that, however just a man
may be to another man, yet if he be altogether unjust to God, he cannot escape without the severest penalty. It
cannot help being, it must be, important to the highest degree that you and I should stand on good terms with
the great God unto whom we shall so soon return in the great day when he shall say, "Return ye children of
men. You do feel, do you not, a desire in your heart to be just before your Maker? I am thankful that you can
go so far. The next thing is this. A man, when the Spirit of God is bringing him to Christ, discovers that his
past life has been marred badly, by serious offences against the law of God. Before the Spirit of God comes
into our soul, we are like being in a room in the dark: We cannot discover the cobwebs, the spiders, the foul
and loathsome things that may be lurking there. But when the Spirit of God comes streaming into the soul, the
man is astonished to find that he is what he is, and especially if he sits down and opens the book of the law,
and, in the light of the divine Spirit, reads that perfect law, and compares with it his own imperfect heart and
life. He will then grow sick of himself, even to loathing and, sometimes, despair. Take but one command.
Who is there upon earth, if that be the meaning of the command, who can say, "I am innocent? No, dear
brethren, this must be understood by you, and by me, before we can be justified, that we are full of sin. What if
I say that we are as full of sin as an egg is full of meat? We are all sin. The imagination and the thought of our
heart is evil, and only evil, and that continually. Unless you are pulled down, Christ will never lift you up.
Unless you know yourselves to be lost, you will never care for that Saviour who came "to seek and to save the
lost. Then there comes another discovery, namely, that consequently it is utterly impossible for us to hope that
we ever can be just before God, on the footing of our own doing. We must give it up now, as an utterly lost
case. The past is past: The law said, "Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things written in the book of
the law to do them. It is as though God had committed to our trust a perfect crystal vase, and had said, "If you
keep that whole, and present it to me, you shall have a reward. But we will suppose that we have only cracked
it a little. Yes, but even then we have lost the reward, for the condition was that it should be perfectly whole,
and the slightest chip is a violation of the condition upon which the reward would have been given. Never you
say that you will not break it farther. Nay, but you have broken it. You have thrown yourselves now out of the
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list. It sometimes seems hard when you tell people that if they have violated the law in one point, they have
broken the whole of it; but it is not so hard as it looks to be, for if I tell a man who is going down a coal- mine
on a long chain that, if he shall break one link of the chain, it does not matter, though all the other hundreds or
thousands of links may be sound; if there is only one link that is broken, down will descend the basket, and the
poor miner be dashed to pieces. Nobody thinks that hard. Everybody recognizes that as being a matter of
mechanical law, that the strength of a chain must be measured by its weakest part. And so the strength of our
obedience must be gauged by the very point in which it fails. Now, I want to stop a minute, and put the
question round the galleries, and below stairs. Have you all got as far as that? It is important to be just before
God: Are we quite convinced that by our own obedience to the law of God, it is hopeless for us to think of
standing accepted before the Most High? I trust that we are all convinced of this. Let us notice one more
preliminary discovery. A man, having found out all this, suddenly discovers that, inasmuch as he is not just
before God, and cannot be, he is at the present moment under condemnation. God is never indifferent towards
sin. If, therefore, a man be not in a state in which God can justify him, he is in a state in which God must
condemn him. If you are not just before God, you are condemned at this very moment. You are not executed,
it is true, but the condemnation has gone forth against you, and the sign that it is so is your unbelief, for "He
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed on the Son of God. God has condemned
thee. Thou art out of Christ. Thou hast broken his law. God has lifted his hand to smite thee, and, though his
mercy tarries for awhile, yet days and hours will soon be gone, and then the condemnation shall take the shape
of execution, and where will thy soul be then? Now, you must have the sentence of condemnation passed in
your own soul, or else you will never be justified, for until we are condemned by ourselves we are not
acquitted by God. Again, I pause and say, Dost thou feel this, my dear hearer? If thou dost, instead of
despairing, be hopeful. Having occupied, perhaps, too much time over that, we now come more immediately
into the text to: That gospel learning I may give you in a few sentences, namely, these: I trust we have learned
that; that there is a plan of salvation by grace, and by grace alone; and it is a great thing to know that where
grace is, there are no works. It is a blessed thing never to muddle in your head the doctrine of working, and the
doctrine of receiving by grace, for there is an essential and eternal difference between the two. I hope you all
know that there can be no mixing of the two. If we are saved by grace, it cannot be by our own merits, but if
we depend upon our own merits, then we cannot appeal to the grace of God, since the two things can never be
mingled together. It must be all works or else all grace. If you believe in Jesus, that is to say, if you trust him,
all the merits of Jesus are your merits, are imputed to you: Everyone of his merits is imputed to you. Christ the
Substitute for sinners: Christ standing for men, and bearing the thunderbolts of the divine opposition to all sin,
he "being made sin for us who knew no sin. And this, I say, is through trusting, or believing. Now, I want to
come to this, dear friends. Do you know this? Have you been taught this by the Spirit of God? Do you so
know it that you have accepted it, and that you are now resting upon Jesus? If so, then thrice happy are you!
But, going further, I have now to dwell for a minute or two upon: We have led you, and I hope the Spirit of
God has led you, too, through the preliminary discoveries, and through the great discovery that God can save
us through the merits of another, and now let us notice this glorious privilege word by word. You know what
Adam was in naked innocence in Paradise. Such is every believer. Ay, and more than that. That is the state
into which faith brings a poor, lost, guilty, helpless, good-for- nothing sinner. The man may have been
everything that was bad before he believed in Jesus, but as soon as he trusted Christ, the merits of Christ
became his merits, and he stands before God as though he were perfect, "without spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing," through the righteousness of Christ. Note, however, as we have noticed the state of justification, the
means whereby we reach it. It is a reliance with all our might upon what God has said. This is faith, and every
man who possesses this faith is perfectly justified tonight. I know what the devil will say to you. He will say to
you, "You are a sinner! He will tell you of the greatness of your sin. He will tell you of all your mishaps and
your backslidings, of your offences and your wanderings.
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9: GODS COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM - JUSTIFIED BY FAITH
Saving faith is an immediate relation to Christ, accepting, receiving, resting upon Him alone, for justification,
sanctification, and eternal life by virtue of God's grace. Charles Spurgeon Charles Spurgeon.

When we repent, God remembers our sin no more. Most Christians believe that God punishes us for sin. But
that is not true. The word punish does not appear in the Bible. It has been written in by the translators. I the
Lord do all these things. He allows us to reap what we have sown in the natural course of life. When we make
bad decisions, we will reap the bad results. Even after the apostle Paul was converted, he still reaped what he
had sown. After Paul was converted, he was imprisoned, stoned and left for dead, beaten several times, and
hounded constantly by the Jews. When we repent and are forgiven, God remembers our sin no more. But we
still reap the consequences of that sin. If we have worked for our reward, we deserve to get paid. But
justification is for him who is not working but who is believing. This distinguishes the true Christian gospel
from paganism. Yet the vast majority of Christians have no idea what it means to believe. For we say that faith
was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. When he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in
circumcision, but in uncircumcision. What in the world did God have in mind with the ritual of Circumcision
Is it still necessary today? What does it mean now? The timing of this introduction is highly significant and
contains spiritual lessons of such immense value that they need to be thoroughly understood and practiced by
all Christians. It is the lesson taught by this rite which must be understood and observed today. Wright, pg At
the time circumcision was introduced by God to Abraham, Ishmael was already 13 years old. Until these
changes occurred, the true child of promise could not appear. There was no place for human devising. The
great change took place in him and the way was prepared for the birth of Isaac. It was at this point that God
introduced the rite of circumcision. It signified the consecration of the instrument of their flesh to the service
of God by cutting away from it all that was unnecessary to those purposes. The Passover looked back to their
escape from the bondage of Egypt but it also looked forward to the Messiah and their escape from the bondage
of sin. Once again, let it be reiterated that this condition is not met by physical circumcision, nor has it ever
been. Unfortunately, as the Jews degenerated in spirituality, the outward sign came to be looked upon as the
whole requirement. Paul discusses this very subject in Romans 2: For years he had been seeking the
fulfillment of the promise in his own way. During that time, God could not give him the real child of promise.
To confirm that Abraham had done so, he was to perform the rite of circumcision on himself and his
household. Satan is highly skilled at luring those who have put their entire trust in God back to leaning on the
arm of flesh. EVERY denomination that has ever arisen has fallen in this way. Genesis 17 informs us of the
state of unbelief in which God found Abraham when He came to him. Paul discusses this in Romans 4: When
Abraham was possessed by the proper faith, he was able to leave God to fulfill His Word. Abraham made the
covenant by which he no longer attempted to achieve the promise through his own works. Every time a person
is confronted with a problem and chooses to let God be the problem-solver, he is testifying that he has indeed
cut away the works of the flesh and is living by faith in his eternal Lord. Laws always result in rebellion. They
were afraid of God and asked Moses to be their go-between. He delights in keeping them because he IS saved.
Yes, Thy LAW is written in my heart. He was, for all practical purposes, as good as dead himself, and Sarah,
his wife, was worse, if that could be. He faced the facts. He considered his own condition as well as that of his
wife, yet never doubted that God could and would do as He had said. He believed in a God Who was superior
to death, and thus made it possible for God to vindicate him. We, too, are justified by the simple process of
believing God. If someone claims to be a Christian, a true follower of Jesus Christ, then his or her disposition
should reveal the disposition of Christ. He or she will be a truth teller. He or she will want to spend daily time
with the Lord in Bible study and prayer. He or she will learn to love their enemies and to do good to those who
hate us. He was exposing their hypocrisy in the eyes of the people. I look to Him, rather than to my husband,
wife, children, friends, doctors, ministers, or others, for the answers to my problems. Am I representing HIM
properly? Jesus said, "If you love Me, keep my commandments. He bought me with a price - His death on the
Cross. Justification IS by faith alone. But when we truly believe in God and we exhibit the life of Christ - the
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Spirit of Christ - in our actions, our works actions will tell the world what is in our heart. This document
cannot be reproduced in any form except for downloading for personal use.
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