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Lisa del Giocondo The title of the painting, which is known in English as Mona Lisa, comes from a
description by Renaissance art historian Giorgio Vasari , who wrote "Leonardo undertook to paint, for
Francesco del Giocondo, the portrait of Mona Lisa, his wife. This became " madonna ", and its contraction
"mona". The title of the painting, though traditionally spelled "Mona" as used by Vasari [11] , is also
commonly spelled in modern Italian as Monna Lisa " mona " being a vulgarity in some Italian dialects but this
is rare in English. It has long been the best-known source of information on the provenance of the work and
identity of the sitter. That Leonardo painted such a work, and its date, were confirmed in when a scholar at
Heidelberg University discovered a marginal note in a printing of a volume written by the ancient Roman
philosopher Cicero. This note likens Leonardo to renowned Greek painter Apelles , who is mentioned in the
text, and states that Leonardo was at that time working on a painting of Lisa del Giocondo. About this we are
now certain. Unfortunately, we cannot be absolutely certain that this portrait of Lisa del Giocondo is the
painting of the Louvre. Dated , it states that Leonardo was working on a portrait of Lisa del Giocondo. The
model , Lisa del Giocondo , [15] [16] was a member of the Gherardini family of Florence and Tuscany , and
the wife of wealthy Florentine silk merchant Francesco del Giocondo. Before that discovery, scholars had
developed several alternative views as to the subject of the painting. Some argued that Lisa del Giocondo was
the subject of a different portrait, identifying at least four other paintings as the Mona Lisa referred to by
Vasari. Leonardo da Vinci Presumed self-portrait by Leonardo da Vinci, executed in red chalk sometime
between and Leonardo da Vinci is thought by some to have begun painting the Mona Lisa in or in Florence ,
Italy. Other academics argue that, given the historical documentation, Leonardo would have painted the work
from As a result, it was originally thought that the Mona Lisa in the Louvre had side columns and had been
cut. Vasari states that the work was painted for Francesco del Giocondo, the husband of Lisa del Giocondo. It
is believed that he took the Mona Lisa with him and continued to work after he moved to France. Bambach
has concluded that Leonardo probably continued refining the work until or Anne and the St. John the Baptist
in After the French Revolution , it was moved to the Louvre , but spent a brief period in the bedroom of
Napoleon in the Tuileries Palace. In December , it was reported that French scientist Pascal Cotte had found a
hidden portrait underneath the surface of the painting using reflective light technology. In addition, the portrait
lacks the flanking columns drawn by Raphael in his c. Moreover, Cotte admits that his reconstitution had been
carried out only in support of his hypotheses and should not be considered a real painting; he stresses that the
images never existed. The Louvre was closed for an entire week during the investigation. Museum director
Giovanni Poggi right inspects the painting. Apollinaire implicated his friend Pablo Picasso , who was brought
in for questioning. Both were later exonerated. Louvre employee Vincenzo Peruggia had stolen the Mona Lisa
by entering the building during regular hours, hiding in a broom closet, and walking out with it hidden under
his coat after the museum had closed. A later account suggested Eduardo de Valfierno had been the
mastermind of the theft and had commissioned forger Yves Chaudron to create six copies of the painting to
sell in the U. After having kept the Mona Lisa in his apartment for two years, Peruggia grew impatient and
was caught when he attempted to sell it to directors of the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. It was exhibited in the
Uffizi Gallery for over two weeks and returned to the Louvre on 4 January It was not until the s that some
critics, a thin slice of the French intelligentsia, began to hail it as a masterwork of Renaissance painting.
Aesthetics Detail of the background right side The Mona Lisa bears a strong resemblance to many
Renaissance depictions of the Virgin Mary , who was at that time seen as an ideal for womanhood. Her gaze is
fixed on the observer. The woman appears alive to an unusual extent, which Leonardo achieved by his method
of not drawing outlines sfumato. The soft blending creates an ambiguous mood "mainly in two features:
Leonardo chose this gesture rather than a wedding ring to depict Lisa as a virtuous woman and faithful wife.
Behind her, a vast landscape recedes to icy mountains. Winding paths and a distant bridge give only the
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slightest indications of human presence. Some researchers claim that it was common at this time for genteel
women to pluck these hairs, as they were considered unsightly. He also found that in one layer the subject was
depicted wearing numerous hairpins and a headdress adorned with pearls which was later scrubbed out and
overpainted. For example, Leonardo probably painted his model faithfully since her beauty is not seen as
being among the best, "even when measured by late quattrocento 15th century or even twenty-first century
standards. Because of the way the human eye processes visual information, it is less suited to pick up shadows
directly; however, peripheral vision can pick up shadows well. A detailed analysis in by Madame de Gironde
revealed that earlier restorers had "acted with a great deal of restraint. The unconstrained poplar panel warped
freely with changes in humidity, and as a result, a crack developed near the top of the panel, extending down
to the hairline of the figure. In the midth century to early 19th century, two butterfly-shaped walnut braces
were inserted into the back of the panel to a depth of about one third the thickness of the panel. This
intervention was skilfully executed, and successfully stabilized the crack. A later restorer glued and lined the
resulting socket and crack with cloth. This flexible frame, which is used in addition to the decorative frame
described below, exerts pressure on the panel to keep it from warping further. In , the beech crosspieces were
switched to maple after it was found that the beechwood had been infested with insects. The edges of the
painting have been trimmed at least once in its history to fit the picture into various frames, but no part of the
original paint layer has been trimmed. The work involved cleaning with spirits, touch-up of colour, and
revarnishing the painting. Denizard also retouched the edges of the picture with varnish, to mask areas that had
been covered initially by an older frame. In , when the painting was recovered after its theft, Denizard was
again called upon to work on the Mona Lisa. Denizard was directed to clean the picture without solvent , and
to lightly touch up several scratches to the painting with watercolour. In , the varnish layer over the
background in the painting was evened out. This was treated on the spot with carbon tetrachloride , and later
with an ethylene oxide treatment. In , the spot was again treated with carbon tetrachloride as a preventive
measure. It is displayed in a purpose-built, climate-controlled enclosure behind bulletproof glass. The lamp
has a colour rendering index up to 98, and minimizes infrared and ultraviolet radiation which could otherwise
degrade the painting. Mona Lisa is among the greatest attractions in the Louvre. Today the Mona Lisa is
considered the most famous painting in the world, but until the 20th century it was simply one among many
highly regarded artworks. During the 20th century it was an object for mass reproduction, merchandising,
lampooning and speculation, and was claimed to have been reproduced in " paintings and 2, advertisements".
The insurance was not bought. Instead, more was spent on security. In , a France 24 article suggested that the
painting could be sold to help ease the national debt, although it was noted that the Mona Lisa and other such
art works were prohibited from being sold due to French heritage law, which states that "Collections held in
museums that belong to public bodies are considered public property and cannot be otherwise.
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La date d'exÃ©cution du portrait fait dÃ©bat [20].La dÃ©couverte d'une note enregistrÃ©e par le fonctionnaire florentin
Agostino Vespucci confirme que l'artiste travaille sur le portrait de Lisa del Giocondo Ã Florence en [21] et Giorgio
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