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Excerpt. The sermons Of our Lord are reserved for a separate volume, to be so arranged as to admit of being read in
the order Of the history. The whole work will then constitute a perpetual commentary on the four Gospels, in a form
peculiarly adapted to develope the true sense and convey the full force of the text.

Faith Defined Lecture First 1 Faith being the first principle in revealed religion, and the foundation of all
righteousness, necessarily claims the first place in a course of lectures which are designed to unfold to the
understanding the doctrine of Jesus Christ. Would it not be that it was the assurance which we had of the
existence of things which we had not seen, as yet? Are you not dependent on your faith, or belief, for the
acquisition of all knowledge, wisdom and intelligence? Would you exert yourselves to obtain wisdom and
intelligence, unless you did believe that you could obtain them? Would you have ever sown if you had not
believed that you would reap? Would you have ever planted if you had not believed that you would gather?
Would you have ever asked unless you had believed that you would receive? Would you have ever sought
unless you had believed that you would have found? Or would you have ever knocked unless you had believed
that it would have been opened unto you? In a word, is there any thing that you would have done, either
physical or mental, if you had not previously believed? Are not all your exertions, of every kind, dependent on
your faith? Or may we not ask, what have you, or what do you possess, which you have not obtained by
reason of your faith? Your food, your raiment, your lodgings, are they not all by reason of your faith? Reflect,
and ask yourselves, if these things are not so. Turn your thoughts on your own minds, and see if faith is not the
moving cause of all action in yourselves; and if the moving cause in you, is it not in all other intelligent
beings? But faith is not only the principle of action, but of power, also, in all intelligent beings, whether in
heaven, or on earth. Thus says the author of the epistle to the Hebrews. Take this principle or attribute, for it is
an attribute from the Deity and he would cease to exist. And that if the principle of power, it must be so in
man as well as in the Deity? This is the testimony of all the sacred writers, and the lesson which they have
been endeavoring to teach to man. He says, in Ether See also Ether Without it, there is no power, and without
power there could be no creation, nor existence! Questions and Answers on the Foregoing Principles Question
1: It is that revealed science which treats of the being and attributes of God, his relations to us, the
dispensations of his providence, his will with respect to our actions and his purposes with respect to our end.
What is the first principle in this revealed science? Why is faith the first principle in this revealed science?
Because it is the foundation of all righteousness. Without faith it is impossible to please God. Little children,
let no man deceive you: What arrangement should be followed in presenting the subject of faith? First, Should
be shown what faith is: It is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen: That is, it is the
assurance we have of the existence of unseen things. And being the assurance which we have of the existence
of unseen things, must be the principle of action in all intelligent beings. Through faith we understand the
worlds were framed by the word of God. How do you prove that faith is the principle of action in all
intelligent beings? First, By duly considering the operations of my own mind; and secondly, by the direct
declaration of scripture. By faith Noah, being warned of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith. By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise. By faith Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: Is not faith the principle of action in
spiritual things as well as in temporal? How do you prove it? He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved.
Therefore, it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed: Is faith
any thing else beside the principle of action? It is the principle of power, also 1: First, It is the principle of
power in the Deity, as well as in man. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. Book of Mormon, Alma
Alma and Amulek are delivered from prison. Nephi and Lehi, with the Lamanites, are immersed with the
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Spirit. The mountain Zerin, by the faith of the brother of Jared, is removed. Then spake Joshua to the Lord in
the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and
the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves of their enemies. Is not this written in the book of
Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. Then came
the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because of
your unbelief: And what shall I more say? Women received their dead raised to life again, and other were
tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection. How would you define faith in
its most unlimited sense? It is the first great governing principle, which has power, dominion, and authority
over all things. How do you convey to the understanding more clearly, that faith is the first great governing
principle, which has power, dominion and authority over all things? By it they exist, by it they are upheld, by
it they are changed, or by it they remain, agreeably to the will of God; and without it there is no power; and
without power there could be no creation, nor existence!
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Hermann Samuel Reimarus â€” studied the historical Jesus. The scholarly effort to reconstruct an "authentic"
historical picture of Jesus was a product of the Enlightenment skepticism of the late eighteenth century.
Reimarus had left permission for his work to be published after his death, and Lessing did so between and ,
publishing them as Die Fragmente eines unbekannten Autors The Fragments of an Unknown Author.
Reimarus distinguished between what Jesus taught and how he is portrayed in the New Testament. According
to Reimarus, Jesus was a political Messiah who failed at creating political change and was executed. His
disciples then stole the body and invented the story of the resurrection for personal gain. While textual
analysis of biblical sources had taken place for centuries, these quests introduced new methods and specific
techniques in the attempt to establish the historical validity of their conclusions. The second quest began in
and introduced a number of new techniques, but reached a plateau in the s. Criterion of multiple attestation ,
Criterion of embarrassment , Criterion of dissimilarity , and Koine Greek The first quest , which started in ,
was almost entirely based on biblical criticism. This took the form of textual and source criticism originally,
which were supplemented with form criticism in , and redaction criticism in Redaction criticism may be
viewed as the child of source criticism and form criticism. Taken from other areas of study such as source
criticism, the "criteria of authenticity" emerged gradually, becoming a distinct branch of methodology
associated with life of Jesus research. These criteria are primarily, though not exclusively, used to assess the
sayings and actions of Jesus. The criteria developed within this framework, therefore, are tools that provide
arguments solely for authenticity, not inauthenticity. It was often applied unevenly with a preconceived goal.
Streeter provided the foundation for multiple attestation. The second Quest introduced the criterion of
embarrassment. Polkow lists 25 separate criteria being used by scholars to test for historical authenticity
including the criterion of "historical plausibility". Simply put, the method looks for commonalities in multiple
sources with the assumption that, the more sources that report an event or saying, the more likely that event or
saying is historically accurate. Burkitt claimed he found 31 independent sayings in Mark and Q. Within
Synoptic Gospel studies, this was used to develop the four-source hypothesis. Multiple sources lend support to
some level of historicity. New Testament scholar Gerd Theissan says "there is broad scholarly consensus that
we can best find access to the historical Jesus through the Synoptic tradition. Dodd, it focuses on the sayings
or deeds of Jesus found in more than one literary form. Bible scholar Andreas J. He says it is found in an "
aphorism Mat. In the first-century Roman empire, only criminals were crucified. The early church referred to
death on the cross as a scandal. It is therefore unlikely to have been invented by them. For example, criticisms
of Jesus go against the tendency of the early church to worship him, making it unlikely the early church
community invented statements such as those accusing Jesus of being in league with Satan Matthew Theissen
and Winter sum this up with what can also be referred to as enemy attestation: The "Son of Man" sayings are
an example. Judaism had a Son of Man concept as indicated by texts like 1 Enoch The conclusion is that, by
the process of elimination of all other options, it is likely historically accurate that Jesus used this designation
for himself. This criterion holds that a saying or action attributed to Jesus may be accepted as authentic if it
coheres with other sayings and actions already established as authentic. While this criterion cannot be used
alone, it can broaden what scholars believe Jesus said and did. In other words, a Semitism is Greek in Hebrew
or Aramaic style. Meier , a Catholic priest and a professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame , has
stated " It must be asserted most strongly that to discover that a particular writer has a bias tells us nothing
whatever of the value of the particular information he or she presents. It merely bids us be aware of the bias
and of our own for that matter , and to assess the material according to as many sources as we can. Haskell
explains, "even a polemicist, deeply and fixedly committed" can be objective "insofar as such a person
successfully enters into the thinking of his or her rivals and produces arguments potentially compelling, not
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only to those who potentially share the same views, but to outsiders as well. For example, the question of
whether dissimilarity or multiple attestation should be given more weight has led some scholars exploring the
historical Jesus to come up with "wildly divergent" portraits of him, which would be less likely to occur if the
criteria were prioritized consistently. Sherwin-White "noted that approaches taken by biblical scholars differed
from those of classical historians. Licona says biblical scholars are not trained historians for the most part. He
asks, "How many have completed so much as a single undergraduate course pertaining to how to investigate
the past? Wright , James G. Dunn , and Dale Allison have written substantive historically minded works using
hermeneutics, but even so, there remains "no carefully defined and extensive historical method He has stated
that there is an unhealthy reliance on consensus for propositions which should otherwise be based on primary
sources, or rigorous interpretation. He also identifies a peculiar downward dating creep, and holds that some of
the criteria being used are faulty. Herzog has stated that: Josephus , the first-century Romano-Jewish scholar,
mentions Jesus twice. He also points out that Christian non-New Testament sources, such as the church
fathers, rely on the New Testament for much of their data and cannot therefore be considered as independent
sources. Christ myth theory The Christ myth theory is the proposition that Jesus of Nazareth never existed, or
if he did, he had virtually nothing to do with the founding of Christianity and the accounts in the gospels. For
example, Earl Doherty has written that Jesus may have been a real person, but that the biblical accounts of him
are almost entirely fictional. Sanders and Gerd Thiessen have traced elements of Christianity to diversity in
First-century Judaism and discarded nineteenth century views that Jesus was based on previous pagan deities.
Price an atheist who denies the existence of Jesus agrees that this perspective runs against the views of the
majority of scholars. I have to say that I do not know any respectable critical scholar who says that anymore.
Historical reliability of the Gospels , Historicity of Jesus , Sources for the historicity of Jesus , Josephus on
Jesus , Mara bar Serapion on Jesus , and Tacitus on Christ Literary criticism has revealed three texts within the
New Testament that critics have identified as remnants of oral creeds used by the early church. Textual
indications are that they were received by Paul, recorded by him in his epistles , but not authored by him. This
book likewise was lost, but not before one of its citations of Thallos was taken up by the Byzantine historian
Georgius Syncellus in his Chronicle ca. The general scholarly view is that while the longer passage, known as
the Testimonium Flavianum , is most likely not authentic in its entirety, it is broadly agreed upon that it
originally consisted of an authentic nucleus, which was then subject to Christian interpolation. AD , book 15,
chapter The Talmud speaks in some detail of the conduct of criminal cases of Israel whose texts were
gathered together from â€” CE. Bart Ehrman says this material is too late to be of much use. Ehrman explains
that "Jesus is never mentioned in the oldest part of the Talmud, the Mishnah, but appears only in the later
commentaries of the Gemara. Ehrman writes that few contemporary scholars treat this as historical.
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History[ edit ] The church building, Huntington Ave. The seal of Christian Science is a cross and crown with
the words, "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons," and is a registered trademark of
the church. Beliefs and practices[ edit ] The Church has collected over 50, testimonies of incidents that it
considers healing through Christian Science treatment alone. While most of these testimonies represent
ailments neither diagnosed nor treated by medical professionals, the Church requires three other people to
vouch for any testimony published in its official organ, the Christian Science Journal ; verifiers say that they
witnessed the healing or know the testifier well. When they have what the church regards as a record of
healing, they may submit their names for publication in the directory of practitioners and teachers in the
Christian Science Journal. This chapter uses the Socratic method of teaching and contains the "Scientific
Statement of Being". The "Normal" class focuses on the platform of Christian Science, contained on pages of
Science and Health. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. May Learn how and when to remove this template message
Reflecting pool of the headquarters of the Church of Christ, Scientist. The Prudential Tower and Huntington
Avenue are in the background. The church itself was built in , and an annex larger in footprint than the
original structure was added in The Mary Baker Eddy Library for the Betterment of Humanity is housed in an
story structure originally built for The Christian Science Publishing Society constructed between and , and the
present plaza was constructed in the late s and early s to include a 28 story administration building, a
colonnade , and a reflecting pool with fountain, designed by Araldo Cossutta of I. Pei and Partners now Pei
Cobb Freed. An international newspaper, the Christian Science Monitor , founded by Eddy in and winner of
seven Pulitzer prizes , is published by the church through the Christian Science Publishing Society. Branch
Christian Science churches and Christian Science societies are subordinate to the Mother Church, but are
self-governed. They have their own by-laws, bank accounts, assets and officers, but in order to be recognised
must abide by the by-laws in the Manual of The Mother Church. Church services are regulated by the Manual,
the set of by-laws written by Eddy, that establishes the church organization and explains the duties and
responsibilities of members, officers, practitioners, teachers and nurses; and establishes rules for discipline and
other aspects of church business. The Christian Science Board of Directors is a five-person executive entity
created by Mary Baker Eddy to conduct the business of the Christian Science Church under the terms defined
in the by-laws of the Church Manual. Its functions and restrictions are defined by the Manual. The Board
occasionally CSBD or the BoD for short also includes functions defined by a Deed of Trust written by Eddy
one of several, in fact under which it consisted of four persons, though she later expanded the Board to five
persons, thus in effect leaving one of its members out of Deed functions. Ironically, one of the stronger
arguments against this position came from an individual highly respected by their theological quarter, Bliss
Knapp , who claimed that Eddy understood through her lawyer that these consent clauses would not hinder
normal operation after her decease. Services[ edit ] Churches worldwide hold a one-hour service each Sunday,
consisting of hymns, prayer, and currently, readings from the King James Version KJV of the Bible although
there is no requirement that this version of the Bible be used and Science and Health with Key to the
Scriptures. These readings are the weekly Lesson-Sermon, which is read aloud at all Sunday services in all
Christian Science churches worldwide, and is studied by individuals at home throughout the preceding week.
The Lesson, as it is informally called, is compiled by a committee at The Mother Church, and is usually made
up of six sections, each of which consists of passages from the Bible read by the Second Reader and passages
from Science and Health read by the First Reader. Eddy selected 26 subjects for the Lesson-Sermon. These
Lessons run in continuous rotation in the order she established, hence each subject is studied twice a year. In
years in which there are 53 Sundays, the topic "Christ Jesus" occurs a third time, in December. In addition,
there is a special, shortened Lesson-Sermon for Thanksgiving Day. Branch churches outside the United States
may schedule their Thanksgiving service when convenient for them, most choosing a day in October or
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November, and the Thanksgiving Day proclamation by the United States president, may be omitted. Because
there are no clergy in the church, branch church Sunday services are conducted by two Readers: First Readers
determine the beginning "scriptural selection", hymns to be sung on Sundays, and the benediction. The vast
majority of the service is the reading of the weekly Bible lesson supplied by Boston, and the order of the
service set out by the Manual. Churches also hold a one-hour Wednesday evening testimony meeting, with
similar readings, after which, those in attendance are invited to share accounts of healing through prayer.
Departing from denominational practice for over years, English language churches may now choose alternate
Bible translations at these services i. Branch churches also sponsor annual public talks called lectures given by
speakers selected annually by the Board of Lectureship in Boston. Broadcasting[ edit ] Beginning in the mids,
church executives undertook a controversial and ambitious foray into electronic broadcast media. The first
significant effort was to create a weekly half-hour syndicated television program, The Christian Science
Monitor Reports. In , Monitor Reports was supplanted by a nightly half-hour news show, World Monitor,
which was broadcast by the Discovery Channel. The program was anchored by veteran journalist John Hart.
The Church then purchased a Boston cable TV station for elaborate in-house programming production. In
parallel, the church purchased a shortwave radio station and syndicated radio production to National Public
Radio. However, revenues fell far short of optimistic predictions by church managers, who had ignored early
warnings by members and media experts. In October , after a series of conflicts over the boundaries between
Christian Science teachings and his journalistic independence, John Hart resigned. Most of the other
operations closed in well under a decade. The hundreds of millions lost on broadcasting brought the church to
the brink of bankruptcy. The trust dictated that the book be published as "Authorized Literature," with neither
modification nor comment. In late , a group of Christian Scientists filed suit against the Board of Directors,
alleging a willful disregard for the Manual of the Mother Church in its financial dealings. In , for the first time
in church history, more new members came from Africa than the United States. Church official Philip G.
Davis noted that the administration and Colonnade buildings had not been fully used for many years and that
vacancy increased after staff reductions in Conversely, Davis noted that "the financial situation right now is
excellent" and stated that the church was not facing financial problems.
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InterVarsity Press, , pages. The contents of this book were delivered by John Stott at the A. The full title of the
lectures was The Incomparable Christ: Celebrating His Millennial Birth. Despite having founded the annual
London Lectures in , Stott had never been the lecturer until this time. And in this book, he brings the lectures
to print. Stott begins his Introduction by emphasizing the centrality of Jesus with a quote from Jaroslav
Pelikan contained in his book, Jesus Through the Centuries: Regardless of what anyone may personally think
or believe about him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of western culture for
almost twenty centuries page And Stott asks us to consider his dominance in three spheres: Jesus is the center
of history, the focus of Scripture, and the heart of mission. Regarding that last sphere, Stott quotes from
Bishop Stephen Neill: Thus he seeks to ask and answer four basic questions about Christ, which will lead to
the organization of the book into four parts: Part 1-The Original Jesus. Here he asks how the New Testament
witness bears witness to him, with the goal of demonstrating that while rich in diversity, it is at the same time
a united witness. Part 2-The Ecclesiastical Jesus. Part 3-The Influential Jesus. Part 4-The Eternal Jesus. As
such â€¦he confronts every new generation, century and millennium in his roles as Saviour, Lord and Judge
page Therefore in Part 4, the question is what should Jesus mean to us today? Stott then concludes this
portion of the Introduction: This book, therefore, will be a blend of Scripture and history. In this way the
biblical portrait of Christ is seen to be normative. He is the authentic Jesus by whom all the fallible human
pictures of him must be judged page The second portion of the Introduction deals with history and theology.
He notes that in the 20th century, the emphasis has been on the quest of the historical Jesus. However, there
has been a shift in emphasis among scholars from history to theology. However strong our conviction may be
that they are conscientious historians as Luke claims in 1: This being so, it is clear that the process of divine
inspiration did not smother the personality of the human authorsâ€¦The Holy Spirit selected, fashioned,
prepared and equipped the human authors in order to communicate through each a message that is both
appropriate and distinctive page Stott proceeds then into Part 1: The Original Jesus or how the New
Testament witnesses to him. He notes the attempts over the course of church history to compose a harmony of
the gospels, beginning with Tatian in the middle of the second century. However, he advises caution, referring
approvingly to a book by Dr. Burridge answers that we must allow each evangelist to paint his own portrait
and tell his own story. We have no liberty to turn the four into one by ironing out the individuality of each, or
to turn the one into four by exaggerating the individuality of each, and so making a composite picture
impossible. Stott then moves into the rest of the New Testament to expand on the portrait of Jesus. We must
emphatically agree that we have no liberty to manipulate biblical texts into an artificial harmony; that we may
not iron out apparent discrepancies; and that we must allow each New Testament author to say what he does
say. And when we do this, tensions will remain. But we have also seen from our survey that the four gospels
complement each other; they do not contradict each other. Nor do Jesus and Paul. Nor do the more
distinctively Jewish books James, Hebrews, 1 Peter strike a discordant note. Even Paul and James do not
preach a different gospel. It is the view of many competent scholars today that all the fragments of Christian
tradition which we possess in the New Testament bear witness with singular unanimity to one single historical
figure, unlike any other that has ever walked among the sons of men page And so we pass into Part 2: The
Ecclesiastical Jesus or how the church has presented him. Here Stott has selected 13 examples from church
history, beginning with Justin Martyr c. He then provides a helpful analogy: Lewis saw an analogy here with
an appreciation of art. We sit down before the picture in order to have something done to us, not that we may
do things with it. The first demand any work of art makes upon us is surrender. This brings us to Part 3: The
Influential Jesus or how he has inspired people. In his conclusion, Stott quotes from historian Kenneth Scott
Latourette: In this world of menâ€¦there appeared one, born of a womanâ€¦To most of his contemporaries he
seemed a failureâ€¦Yet no life ever lived on this planet has been so influential in the affairs of men page The
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final section of the book is Part 4: The Eternal Jesus or how he challenges us today. Whereas the other New
Testament books seemed to each have a distinctive emphasis or particular theme, Stott says this is not so with
the book of Revelation which contains: It presents him as the first and last, the lamb and the lion, the thief in
the night, the King of kings, the divine judge, and the heavenly bridegroom. We must do justice to this portrait
gallery page In approaching Revelation, Stott talks about the two extremes of obsession with it on the one
hand, and neglect of it due to intimidation on the other, but urges a third and positive approach: He begins by
setting forth four principles of interpretation: Revelation 1 is full of symbolism, 2 addresses the past, the
present, and the future, 3 celebrates the victory of God, and 4 focuses on Jesus Christ pages John sees the
visions consecutively, but the realities they symbolize do not happen consecutively page However, an
appreciation of this portion of the book is not dependent on agreement with his theory of interpretation, for as
Stott says: My plan is not to increase the confusion with yet one more analysis, but rather to concentrate on the
ten most striking Christological visions in the book page And so Stott presents each of the ten visions of Jesus
Christ, beginning with Christ claiming to be the First and the Last, and the Living One the resurrected and
eternal Christ in chapter 1 , and ending with Christ coming as the Bridegroom to claim his bride chapters He
concludes Part 4 with this hope: I think and hope that my readers will have been impressed by the picture of
Christ that John has painted in the book of Revelationâ€”the eternal Christ who never changes, but who
challenges us to follow him today. Earlier, Stott had expressed a hope regarding his book as a whole: My hope
is that these studies in the Bible and church history will be seen to justify my title, The Incomparable Christ.
There is nobody like him; there never has been, and there never will be page The content of the book fully
justifies the title. Christ is indeed Incomparable.
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The first lecture follows this heading. Lecture 2 is introduced simply as: This same simple pattern introduces
the rest of the lectures. The title page of the second part of the book, containing the revelations, is
photographically reproduced below. The preface to the first edition of the Doctrine and Covenants explains
how the four committee members felt about the Lectures on Faith see the preface. Although the preface is
dated February 17, , the book was not completed until August of that year. The title is appropriate, however,
for the revelations themselves contain much doctrine. Historical Evidence Concerning Authorship. The
foregoing information demonstrates that preparing and printing the Lectures on Faith was an official,
purposeful activity of the committee appointed to compile the first edition of the Doctrine and Covenants. The
question as to who actually wrote the Lectures then, may be of little consequence. However, we mortals are a
curious lot, and sometimes pursue answers simply to have them, not because they are of great moment. One of
the authorship studies of the Lectures on Faith was done by Alan J. Phelps, and Parley P. The data and tests
appear, therefore, to assign the authorship of the Lectures on Faith mainly to Sidney Rigdon, with Lecture
Five and perhaps some parts of the other lectures, except One and Seven, to Joseph Smith 66â€” Using the
same data as Phipps, but applying a somewhat different word-print analysis, Wayne A. Larsen and Alvin C.
Both studies conclude that Sidney Rigdon was heavily involved, and that Joseph Smith was probably the
author of Lecture 2. The differences suggest that Joseph Smith had less to do with Lectures 3, 4, and 6 than the
Phipps study showed, and that William W. Pratt could have had at least some editorial influence on Lecture 5.
If they were to focus primarily on the Lectures, perhaps they would adjust both the selection of data and
perform additional tests and comparisons. What then can we conclude about authorship of the Lectures on
Faith? It is clear that several of the brethren participated in writing them. It is also clear that Joseph Smith and
perhaps others prepared them for publication after they were written. It would therefore seem appropriate to
attribute the ideas, principles, and doctrines in the Lectures on Faith to the Prophet Joseph. Trying to identify
who delivered the Lectures on Faith is as difficult as trying to decide who wrote them. Contemporary
historical records are scarce. Yet, official histories, books, and articles generally agree that Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon were the primary teachers, noting that others of the brethren may also have been involved see
appendix B. Interestingly, however, there are seldom source citations for these conclusions, or the sources
cited do not provide adequate historical data to clearly establish the point being made. It becomes at times a
case of authors citing one another with no one having compelling documentary evidence. Some information
from two men who were at the scene in is available and of particular interest. The printing office was a by foot
two-story building completed in November The lower story of the printing office was used for the School for
the Elders HC 1: Kimball tells us something of how the school was conducted and who the teachers were: In
the winter of â€”5. I attended the Theological School established in Kirtland, in which the lectures on faith,
contained in the book of Doctrine and Covenants, originated. A certain number were appointed to speak at
each meeting. On one occasion I was called upon to speak on the principle of faith. Several brethren spoke
before me and quoted every passage mentioned in the scriptures on the subject. I referred to an original
circumstance which took place in my family. Afterwards the child told her mother that she had prayed to God
that she might not whip her. Joseph wept like a child on hearing this simple narrative and its application
Journal History [22 Dec ]. In addition to being instructed by their presiding officers, it appears that the elders
taught one another in the school. The School for the Elders began sometime between 25 November and 1
December The Lectures on Faith phase of the School for the Elders evidently ended sometime before 22
December because on that date the Elders were joined by a number of sisters and also childrenâ€”some one
hundred thirty people totalâ€”and they all attended a grammar school with Sidney Rigdon and William E.
McLellin as teachers HC 2: Evidently the grammar school was also held in the printing office where the elders
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had met to study the Lectures on Faith. Kimball, nearly all the elders were in attendance. In his February
report to the school trustees, William E. McLellin made no mention of the Lectures on Faith or other
missionary training in connection with the grammar school. Since the Prophet was busy in January preparing
the Lectures for publication, we could assume that by then they had already been delivered. If the elders as a
group did continue to study the Lectures on Faith after 22 December, the School for the Elders and the
Kirtland Grammar School would necessarily have been two separate entities meeting at different times, but
there is no specific mention of any such arrangement in the historical sources. In answer then to the questions
of who delivered the Lectures to whom, when, where, and why, I would say they were delivered by the
presiding officers of the Church and some of the elders themselves to a School for the Elders, in the printing
office in Kirtland, during November and December , for the purpose of preparing the elders to be effective
missionaries. Publication History of the Lectures The first publication of any of the Lectures on Faith was that
of Lectures 5 and 6 in the May edition of the Messenger and Advocate, the Church monthly paper published in
Kirtland. They were introduced with the following comments: The following are two short lectures which
were delivered before a Theological class, in this place last winter. It may be well, for the information of the
churches abroad, to say, that this book will contain the important revelations on doctrine and church
government now extant, and will, we trust, give them a perfect understanding of the doctrine believed by this
society. Such a work has long been called for, and if we are prospered a few weeks, shall have this volume
ready for distribution. A full detail of its contents will be given hereafter. In giving the following lectures we
have thought best to insert the catechism, that the reader may fully understand the manner in which this
science was taught. It was found, that by annexing a catechism to the lectures as they were presented, the class
made greater progress than otherwise; and in consequence of the additional scriptural proofs, it was preserved
in compiling Cowdery The next publication of any of the lectures was a broadside containing Lecture 1,
probably published in June Between and the Lectures were printed in almost all of the English language
editions of the Doctrine and Covenants, and in many, but not all non-English editions. But first, let us review
instances when the Lectures on Faith were published by themselves. Between and , Parley P. Pratt printed all
seven lectures in the Millennial Star in England. Lecture 5 was printed in December with this note: The four
lectures preceding it were given in the first volume of the Star. Having often heard the desire expressed for the
publication of the remaining lectures, it is our intention to give them forthwith. As promised, Lectures 6 and 7
were published in the next two issues of the Millennial Star. All the lectures were published in â€”46 by
Sidney Rigdon in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Lectures 5 and 6 both appeared in the February issue. Rigdon did
not include the catechisms at the end of each lecture except for Lecture 1. As he began publishing the
Lectures, he explained: There are three other separate publications of the Lectures, all of them appearing in the
20th century, we need to mention. Lundwall of Salt Lake City published the Lectures on Faith along with a
number of other items about We get the date from John W. This edition was the first to incorporate references
to the book of Moses, much of which corresponds with the Joseph Smith Translation of Genesis. As an
endnote to the discussion of publication history, it is interesting to learn of the changes that have appeared in
the titles through the years. When a new edition of the Doctrine and Covenants was prepared in , the Lectures
on Faith were not included. The argument is that the Lectures were removed to avoid these inconsistencies.
Some have claimed that the removal of the Lectures from the Doctrine and Covenants constitutes
decanonization of material once affirmed by the Church as scripture. Those who take this view see the vote of
the priesthood quorums and the general assembly to accept as true and to publish both the Lectures on Faith
and the revelations of Joseph Smith in the first edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, as putting the Lectures
on a par with the revelations, considering both to be canonized scripture Van Wagoner, et al 72â€” Leaders of
the Church, however, have consistently maintained that from the beginning a distinction was made between
the Lectures on Faith and the revelations see Penrose 16; Modern Revelation 34; Smith, Essentials They also
appeal to the occasion when the first edition of the Doctrine and Covenants was voted upon, citing the
testimony of Elder John Smith, who represented the High Council in Kirtland. The minutes read as follows:
Those lessons were prepared for use in the School of the Elders, conducted in Kirtland, Ohio, during the
winter of â€”; but they were never presented to nor accepted by the Church as being otherwise than
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theological lectures or lessons v. Widtsoe, and Joseph Fielding Smith served as a committee to consider
whether to continue to publish the Lectures on Faith with the revelations Fitzgerald They are not complete as
to their teachings regarding the Godhead. More complete instructions on this point of doctrine are given in
section of. The Doctrine and Covenants. It was thought by Elder James E. Talmage, chairman, and other
members of the committee who were responsible for their omission that to avoid confusion and contention on
this vital point of belief, it would be better not to have them bound in the same volume as the commandments
or revelations which make up The Doctrine and Covenants It is sufficient to note here that Lecture 5 was one
of the matters of concern influencing the decision not to publish the Lectures on Faith with the Doctrine and
Covenants from The Lectures on Faith were written and published in the Doctrine and Covenants by men
called of God to lead the Church in The decision not to print them in the Doctrine and Covenants was made
by men called of God to lead the Church in I submit that both actions were appropriate. Summary and
Conclusion This paper has attempted to shed some light on the authorship and history of the Lectures on Faith
by bringing together and briefly discussing information that is available in an array of histories, books, and
articles. The motivation for preparing the paper and the bibliography in appendix B has been to stimulate an
interest in the Lecturesâ€”to encourage people to study them carefully. I love the Lectures on Faith.
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6: Life of Christ | Free Online Bible Classes
Jesus Christ (c. 6/4 BCE - c. 30 CE), also called Jesus son of Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus of Galilee or simply
"Christ", was a Jewish religious leader who became a central figure in Christianity, regarded by most Christian branches
as God himself.

The positive side of this was that we got to open our presents one day sooner than others. The one drawback to
this arrangement was the torture of enduring the preliminaries. First of all, we waited for my
grandmotherâ€”to my recollection, she never did arrive either early or on time. Then there was dinner. Of
course, we children choked our food down only to have to suffer the wait for our elders to finish eating at a
more sensible pace. Then there were the dishes to wash. Then finally we had to wait until all the presents were
passed out, each of us with a small pile at our feet. The distressing fact is that now I am grandpa and it is I
who am holding up the proverbial show. Nevertheless, there are some preliminaries which must be gotten out
of the way before we begin to immerse ourselves in the text of the gospels themselves. The Importance of the
Study of the Life of Christ I can honestly say that I approach the study of the life and ministry of our Lord
Jesus with more eagerness and expectation than any study I have ever attempted from the Word of God. Into
it, as a Reservoir, all the foregoing revelations pour their full tide and out of it, as a Fountain, flow all
subsequent revelations. To put the biblical revelation together concisely, Jesus Christ is the focal point of all
history. He is the fulfillment of Old Testament hopes; He is the source of all New Testament revelation and
expectation. He is all in all. To study the life of Christ is to study the fountainhead of all New Testament
revelation. I could wish that every Christian might have that privilege. But far greater is the privilege which
every Christian does have to walk the dusty roads of the Holy Land with our Lord Jesus through the eyes of
the inspired Gospel writers. It is in these pages that we encounter the greatest personality of all history. No
gospel writer has said it more clearly or concisely than John: And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. No man has seen God at any
time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him John 1: Throughout the
Old Testament men were forbidden to attempt to represent the living God by means of graven images. With
the invasion of Jesus Christ into human history, man may now worship God in the person of His Son. In that
sense, Jesus Christ is the only image of God acceptable to God. He is the full disclosure, without any blemish
or distortions, of God Himself. If we wish to know more about God, especially as He relates to the day-to-day
matters of life, we need simply learn more of Christ. In spite of all of the bizarre and incredible acts of men,
few have been so candid as to admit that God was not on their side. It is easy to comprehend why so many
have made Jesus the leading proponent of their cause. There is, for example, the gentle Jesus, hero of the
pacifist cause. This is the Jesus meek and mild who instructs us to turn the other check, even as he submitted,
non-violently, to the abuse of men. Then we have the humanitarian Jesus. He is the Jesus whose high calling
was to relieve the world of misery and suffering. Just as he devoted Himself to battle suffering, pain and
misery, so must we. On the opposite side of the spectrum, there is Jesus the revolutionary. Here is the hero of
the anti-establishment movement. Just as this Jesus rocked the boat of the status quo, so should we. Just as He,
they allege, sought to overthrow corrupt and unjust institutions of His day even by use of violence , so should
we. He would welcome women into positions of church leadership as well as homosexuals. The liberals would
introduce us to the misled and mundane Jesus. Some of these views though not all! Jesus did manifest
compassion and concern for the physical needs of people. Rather than seeing our Lord as a whole person equal
to and greater than the sum of His biblical portraits, we perceive Him only in those areas which support our
own hang-ups. The real Jesus is the Christ of the Gospels, the full manifestation of deity in human flesh. It is
this Jesus Whom we shall meet in the gospels. The unreal Jesus, who is the product of human imagination, is
not a very commanding figure. Men can easily sidestep commitment to the Jesus which men have reshaped
into their own image. But the real Jesus leaves man no such option. His life and teaching demands decisive
decision. He was either God or He was not. In John chapter 7, we see just one instance of the way Christ
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divided men. The reactions of men were decisive and extreme. They were either willing to die for Him or that
He should die. To face the person and the work of Christ in the gospels is to forever leave the middle ground
of neutrality and non-commitment. I will never forget a Bible study we conducted in our home several years
ago. We decided, with another neighbor, to study the gospel of John. Our neighbor ended up inviting virtually
everyone in the neighborhood. One couple came for the first time when we were dealing with chapter 3. Then
we left for vacation. I urged our neighbor to continue the study in our absence. Perhaps as you are confronted
with the person of Jesus Christ in this series, you will be compelled by the sheer weight of the evidence to the
kind of commitment some would call fanatical. If so, you would be in the company of many who beheld Him
in the flesh, and multitudes more who have believed yet have not seen, save through the eyes of faith and the
testimony of those among whom He tabernacled. What does God offer to man? He provides every believer
with His righteousness so that we may spend eternity in fellowship with God Rom. But in addition to this He
is the example, He is the standard of righteousness for all who believe. The trials and tests which we face are
not unknown to Him, for He was tempted in all points, yet without sin Hebrews 4: His life is the pattern for
Christian conduct 1 Pet. Thank God Jesus Christ is not only the standard of righteousness, He is also the
source of it. He is both the pattern and the provision for the Christian walk. It was the death of Christ which
saved us from sin in the past; it is the life of Christ which delivers us from sin in the present and future.
Orthodox Christians have taught much on the death of Christ although much more should be done , but we
have not given sufficient emphasis to the life of Christ. It is in this study of the life of Christ that we shall learn
more of our Lord as the pattern and provision for Christian living. Even a casual reading of the Old Testament
leaves us with the impression of incompleteness. That which God had promised, that for which Israel hoped,
had not yet been fulfilled. Yet when we turn to the epistles of the New Testament, little is said of this
kingdom. We read much about the church and little about Israel. Some have understood this transition to mean
that God will fulfill His promises to the nation Israel through the church and that Israel as a nation has no
literal earthly kingdom to which she can look forward. God will literally fulfill His promises to His people.
Our study of the life of Christ will help us understand just why this delay has occurred. First of all, we can
now look back upon the Old Testament prophecies and discern two distinct lines of prophecy. One line
predicted the first coming of Messiah as the suffering Savior, Who would forever put away the sins of His
people by His death on the cross cf. Psalm 22; Isaiah The other line of prophecy foretold the kingdom that
Messiah would establish after atonement had been made for His people cf. These two comings of Messiah
were not perceived by Old Testament saints. We now understand because of the gospel accounts and their
explanation by the Apostle Paul. By His works, He validated His power and authority to make such a claim.
By His teaching, He revealed that true nature of His kingdom. Most Israelites had a different kind of Messiah
in mind, and a different concept of the kingdom. Consequently, they began to withdraw from Him and Jewish
leadership quickly began to resist Him as a real threat to their aspirations. None of this caught our Lord by
surprise, for the Messiah must first suffer before He could reign. Our Lord began to withdraw from ministry to
the masses and pour His life into His disciples. He began to teach the crowds in the veiled language of
parables and to explain in detail only to His intimate followers and friends. He began to speak less of His
earthly kingdom and more of His interim program for the church. He dealt less with Jews and more with
Gentiles. Our Lord began to more openly and aggressively attack the Jewish leaders, showing their error and
provoking their anger. He strategically retreated when things became prematurely volatile. He literally
engineered His own death by the hands of His opponents. Jewish unbelief and rebellion brought about the
death of Christ for the sins of men, whether Jew or Gentile. It also made possible the proclamation of the
gospel to the Gentiles.
7: Jesus the Christ | The Mormon Texts Project
Lecture 13 - The Historical Jesus Overview. It is obvious that certain narratives in the New Testament contradict each
other and cannot be woven into a historically coherent whole.
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With the invasion of Jesus Christ into human history, man may now worship God in the person of His Son. In that sense,
Jesus Christ is the only image of God acceptable to God. He is the full disclosure, without any blemish or distortions, of
God Himself.
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Lectures on the History of Jesus Christ (Volume 2) [James Bennett] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping on
qualifying offers. This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
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