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The Leti Team as part of our African Legends initiative is creating a super hero, based in part on Ananse. We
give you a glimpse into the world of Ananse, The True Ananse. The Story Long ago in the skies reigned gods
under whom men dwelled. All authority was in the hands of Odumankoma, king of the gods. Four wings of
rulership existed under him but yet only three gods ruled with Odumankoma. The three paramount gods:
Kweku Ananse, the spider god, crafty and cunning by nature, had ambitions to be powerful and mighty, a
legend among gods and men. He pleaded before the king for an opportunity to prove himself worthy to rule as
a paramount god. Odumankoma as a just king allowed Ananse to go on a quest to prove himself. Ananse
returned to the sky kingdom victorious in his quest. Ananse was deemed worthy and crowned the god of
wisdom, the final wing of paramount rulership bestowed by Odumakoma. His duty was to serve as a mediator
between the gods and mankind. With time, greed and ambition took over his heart and in his lustful quest to
rule the earth, he created confusion between man and the gods. In a state of deep anger, Odumankoma
pronounced the ultimate punishment on Ananse, banishment from the sky kingdom. He was cast unto earth, a
cursed statue, forgotten by all until recent days. The cursed statue of Ananse is discovered and worshipped
until fate brings Ananse and an innocent boy, Selasi Rockson together, his vessel for reawakening. Ananse
vows to find a way back to his former glory, as a paramount god in the sky kingdom. Faced with a society
built around modern technology not the power of the gods , riddled with crime and corruption, Ananse decides
to use his powers for good, his chance to regain his place. What will his vessel Selasi do, when he discovers he
is possessed by a god? How will the society react to Ananse and the powerful three, forces forgotten as
folklore. Join the adventure in Ananse:
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The legendary Kweku Ananse stories by Greg Clifford, , Golden Wings Publications edition, in English.

Nyame, the Great Sky God Mother: Ananse, from the Twi language for spider. Akan Date of Birth: Unknown
around the time when animals and humans spoke to each other. Trickery; Quick-change-artist; Uses his brains;
Hustler; Outsmarts persons larger than himself; Known to travel with immigrants; Often gets in trouble for a
misdemeanor. Osebo the Leopard, A. According to the Dictionary of Jamaican English, edited by F. Le Page,
Anansi is "the central character of numerous fables, West African in origin, extremely popular in Jamaica and
many other parts of the West Indies. Anansi, the spider, pits his cunning usually with success against superior
strength; he also symbolizes greed and envy. Cassidy, Anansi "is supposed to be tongue-tied, or to lisp. If the
story is well told, one knows at once when Anansi begins to speak. Nyame the great sky god, turned Anansi
into a spider-man. Nyame is also called by other names. Once death used venom to overcome Nyame.
Therefore, this kra also cannot die. Nyame allows Anansi to bring rain, especially to quench forest fires. It is
also Anansi who determines the borders of oceans and rivers when they flood. Anansi is so famous that he is
credited with creating the sun, moon, stars, night, day and the first man in whom Nyame breathed life. He
showed humans how to plow and sow grain. His Web of Life inspired humans by showing them how to weave
and how to construct houses. The web also showed human beings how to link themselves together in order to
form a society. The web is also a symbol of the life-giving sun. This day-name signifies that his soul first
appeared on that day. His mischief had infuriated Nyame one time too many and for this final transgression
Nyame permanently turned his son into a small spider-man. From that time forward, Anansi the spider-man
had to use his mental skills to survive. He is the hero of children and the champion of the little guy and the
powerless. Like them, he often gets in trouble and must use his intelligence to save himself. In the Americas
he was adopted by enslaved Africans from different ethnic groups. The variations in the spelling and
pronunciation of his name reflects this cross cultural change from Akan into English, French, Dutch, creole
and patois. These cultural exchanges also occurred between Africans and Europeans in the Americas.
Separated from his Asanti origins for hundreds of years, his gender also changed in some locales because of
the similarity in sound between Ah-nancy and the English name Nancy. However, the use of the term "Nancy
story" did not necessarily imply a gender change and was just a shortening of the name Anansy. Anansi stories
are both entertaining and instructional. Some stories include a proverb at the end or may incorporate a song.
Anansi stories occur at various periods of his life. In another story he may have his wife Aso and his son
Intikuma. Anansi or as "Cookie" in a 19th century account. Some traditional Asanti stories may refer to his
children by name or by ability. Some Anansi tales may not include Anansi and others may be a "Why" or
"How" story. The "wild" or "cimarron" Taino were later joined by African runaways after the English
captured Jamaica in
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Anansi (/ É™ Ëˆ n É‘Ë• n s i / É™-NAHN-see) is an Akan folktale character. He often takes the shape of a spider and is
considered to be the spirit of all knowledge of stories. He is also one of the most important characters of West African
and Caribbean folklore.

Folk stories of Anansi originated from the Ashanti tribe in Ghana and have been passed down from generation
to generation. One day, Kweku Anansi went to God to complain that his wife was nothing more than an extra
mouth to feed. He also complained that she was eating his share of the food at home. God looked upon Anansi
with bemusement as Anansi never failed to surprise God with his strange reasoning and outlandish plans. The
wife turned and acknowledged her husband with a silent nod, then continued with her breakfast preparations
before the stove. Anansi could not believe that he was lucky enough to have a new wife, one who would cook
only for him and eat nothing herself. And he could not believe that he had gotten away with asking for such a
wife from God! Several days passed and things seemed to be going very wellâ€¦ until Anansi went to check on
the food supplies in the kitchen. The greedy man was very surprised to discover that most of his food had
disappeared. Anansi knew that he could eat a great deal of food, but had he really eaten four bags of rice, six
yams, and three plantains in such a short time? And so Anansi decided to find out. Over the next few weeks he
kept a very close eye on the kitchen. But no matter how closely he looked, he could find nothing unusual at
all. His wife cooked every meal only for him. Anansi just did not understand why he still had to buy twice as
much food each week. Where was it all going? One night, Anansi woke up to drink some water as he was very
thirsty. It was then that he heard a rumbling noise in the house and quickly went to check on his wife. But
when he entered her room he discovered that she was not in her bed. So then he crept towards the kitchen and
peered through the open door. A nansi could not believe his eyes as he stood still in the kitchen doorway.
There, sitting on a stool at the table, was his new wife. And she was eating a big bowl of food! He watched in
amazement as she scooped up the boiled rice and yams, lifted up her right arm, and put the food into a mouth
that was hidden in her armpit! Anansi was very shocked to see such a thing. My wife has a secret mouth in her
armpit and she has been stealing food during the night! What a mean trick! You did not ask for a wife with no
mouth at all. But because of your greed and selfishness you thought you would be clever and demand a new
wife from me. I am showing you that I am much wiser than you, and I hope you have learnt a lesson here.
Greed and selfishness have no place in life. From that day on, Anansi was determined to be a better man and
not be so selfish. And who knows, perhaps he would even try to be more generous with his food.
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Stories[ edit ] Anansi tales are some of the best-known amongst the Ashanti people of Ghana. Anansi is able
to turn the tables on his powerful oppressors by using his cunning and trickery, a model of behaviour utilised
by slaves to gain the upper hand within the confines of the plantation power structure. As historian Lawrence
W. One of the few studies that examine the role of Anansi folktales among the Ashanti of Ghana is R. For
Africans in the diaspora, the Jamaican versions of these stories are the most well preserved, because Jamaica
had the largest concentration of enslaved Asante in the Americas. All Anansi stories in Jamaica have a proverb
at the end. Kwaku Anansi or simply as Kwaku interchangeably with Anansi. The target of revenge and
destruction, even killing, will be anyone very close to the intended, such as loved ones and family members.
This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. January Learn how and when to remove this template
message There is an Anansi story that explains the phenomenon of how his name became attached to the
whole corpus of tales: Once there were no stories in the world. The Sky-God, Nyame , had them all. Anansi
went to Nyame and asked how much they would cost to buy. Nyame set a high price: Anansi set about
capturing these. First he went to where Python lived and debated out loud whether Python was really longer
than the palm branch or not as his wife Aso says. Python overheard and, when Anansi explained the debate,
agreed to lie along the palm branch. Because he cannot easily make himself completely straight a true
impression of his actual length is difficult to obtain, so Python agreed to be tied to the branch. When he was
completely tied, Anansi took him to Nyame. To catch the leopard, Anansi dug a deep hole in the ground.
When the leopard fell in the hole Anansi offered to help him out with his webs. To catch the hornets, Anansi
filled a calabash with water and poured some over a banana leaf he held over his head and some over the nest,
calling out that it was raining. He suggested the hornets get into the empty calabash, and when they obliged,
he quickly sealed the opening. Anansi handed his captives over to Nyame. Nyame rewarded him by making
him the god of all stories. Variants of this story[ edit ] There are many variants of this tale, both recorded from
oral sources and published. The summary above is of an illustrated book version Anansi Does the Impossible,
an Ashanti tale retold by Verna Aardema and illustrated by Lisa Desimini. Haley , [10] which takes its title
from a traditional Ashanti way of beginning such tales: A story, a story; let it come, let it go" and finishes
traditionally with: If it be sweet, or if it be not sweet, take some elsewhere, and let some come back to me. An
Akan Legend by Deborah M. Newton Chocolate [16] Anancy and the Sky God: Anansi was already very
clever, but he decided to gather together all the wisdom he could find and keep it in a safe place. With all the
wisdom sealed in a pot, he was still concerned that it was not safe enough, so he secretly took the pot to a tall
thorny tree in the forest in some versions the silk cotton tree. His young son, Ntikuma, saw him go and
followed him at some distance to see what he was doing. The pot was too big for Anansi to hold while he
climbed the tree, so he tied it in front of him. Like this, the pot was in the way and Anansi kept slipping down,
getting more and more frustrated and angry with each attempt. Ntikuma laughed when he saw what Anansi
was doing. Anansi was so annoyed by his failed attempts and the realization that his child was right that he let
the pot slip. It smashed and all the wisdom fell out. Just at this moment, a storm arrived and the rain washed
the wisdom into the stream. It was taken out to sea and spread all around the world so that there is now a little
of it in everyone. Though Anansi chased his son home through the rain, he was reconciled to the loss, for, he
says: These were derived from African-American folktales in the Southern United States , that had part of
their origin in African folktales preserved in oral storytelling by African Americans. Elements of the African
Anansi tale were combined by African-American storytellers with elements from Native American tales, such
as the Cherokee story of the "Tar Wolf", [24] which had a similar theme, but often had a trickster rabbit as a
protagonist. The Native American trickster rabbit appears to have resonated with African-American
story-tellers and was adopted as a cognate of the Anansi character with which they were familiar. Mythology[
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edit ] In the Ashanti culture, Anansi is a mere folklore character, like Sasabonsam. Anansi is thus neither a
deity nor worshiped as a god contrary to widespread erroneous information. Neither Ashanti oral tradition nor
confirmed documentary evidence, list Anansi as a deity. For example, in some popular tales, transmitted
through oral tradition, Anansi is temporarily bestowed with powers to bring rain or to have other duties
performed for him. Nancy living in America among several other mythological characters. In the television
adaptation , he is portrayed by Orlando Jones. A later Gaiman novel, Anansi Boys , follows the sons of Anansi
as they discover each other and their heritage. In the science fiction novel The Descent of Anansi , by Larry
Niven and Steven Barnes , the main characters manage to land a damaged spacecraft on Earth with the aid of a
very strong cable made of crystalline iron and the "force" generated by tidal effects. The title is based on the
image of the spacecraft hanging from the cable like a spider on a thread. Clean Sweep, a novel by Ilona
Andrews , includes a reference to Anansi mythology when the characters purchase Anansi bombs that release
a spider horde. He admits to being an African Trickster God, appears as an elderly human male who loves to
eat, is frequently referred to as "spider", claims to have invented the World-wide-web, and makes frequent
reference to using his magic web to travel. The character was first mentioned in Justice League of America
No. According to Vixen, he is the West African trickster god and "owns all stories". Anansi appears in several
forms, the most common form being a large, other-worldly spider with supernatural powers. He has been
manipulating the powers of Vixen and Animal Man. He initially appears to be villainous, but then reveals after
he is "defeated" that his machinations were in fact intended to teach Vixen a lesson and prepare her for some
coming disaster. Anansi sold himself to Nyame the sky-god in return for wisdom, and passed his knowledge
on to spiders. He is on a quest to gain more power after feeling unappreciated. After encountering elemental
aspects the Fantastic Four , and a guardian of a sacred garden Swarm , he realizes the greatest power is
friendship. Nancy appears several times as a traveling storyteller. He then promptly disappears. Anancy
appears in Fables crossover Cinderella: Fables Are Forever issue 3, where he is shown as a tricker figure and
is related to the spider. Music[ edit ] The English rock band Skunk Anansie â€”, â€”present took the name of
the spider man of the West African folk tales, but with a slightly different spelling, and added "Skunk" to the
name, in order to make the name nastier. The song describes Anansi as a spider and a man. It tells a story
about Anansi being lazy yet clever, using flattery to trick some crows into shaking loose ripe mangoes from
his mango tree for Anansi to enjoy without having to pick them himself. Television and film[ edit ] Prior to
writing the book of the same name referenced above , filmmaker and author Gerald McDermott created the
animated short Anansi the Spider in Narrated by Athmani Magoma, it briefly explains the function of
folklore, introduces the Ashanti people , and retells two tales about Anansi and his six sons. Anansi is part of a
lineage of heroes whose powers stem from an ancient amulet, which grants powers of illusion and the ability
to adhere to any surface. He first appears in "Static in Africa", where Static visits Africa, and the two join
forces to fight the villain Oseba the Leopard. He was voiced by Ossie Davis. These cartoon segments by Fred
Garbers were introduced by Sonia Manzano , who plays Maria on that show. Anancy the Spider premiered in
Kwaku Ananse is a short film by Akosua Adoma Owusu. Video games[ edit ] In the PC game Shivers ,
Anansi appears in a music box that tells the tale of the spider tricking a lizard and the gods. In The Secret
World , Anansi is one of the eight divisions of the Orochi group, a global corporation whose units are
frequently encountered in the game.
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Anansi is one of the most popular of the animal tricksters in the mythology of West Africa, and is often called Kwaku or
Kweku Ananse. Kweku means Wednesday, the day the spider-god's soul first appeared.

A Bavenda Folktale This is an African folktale about the strength of unity, from the Bavenda aka Venda , a
Bantu-speaking people who inhabit villages within South Africa. The word "Bavenda" means "the people of
the world," yet the Bavenda tribal family prefer to live secluded lives far removed from outside influences.
The Bavenda follow ancient customs in training their young people. In remote mountain forests boys and girls
from about the age of eight years old undergo rigid secret discipline in separate schools. Tribal elders
supervise the schools. As in much of Africa, storytelling is a central part of training youth in the wisdom of of
people. Three beautiful Waterbuck were great friends. They lived together in the woods, eating together,
sleeping together, working together. Unknown to the Waterbuck, Lion watched them constantly. What a nice
tasty meal Waterbuck would make, were his greedy thoughts. But three Waterbuck together were more than
he could tackle. One day the three friends quarreled. Each went his own way. And Lion chuckled to himself.
He followed first one Waterbuck which he killed, then a second, then a third. There is strength in unity. The
Tuareg have been counted among the most powerful tribal families in the West African region for many a
moons. This is a story that is retold frequently among them. Years and years ago, there was a young Tuareg
man who felt he could get absolutely no recognition from his fellows. He went to a blacksmith and promised
him a goodly gift if he could just make him a beautiful and powerful sword and a strong lance so that the
young man might kill many men and gain the respect he so desired. When he had left, the blacksmith went
into the bush and cut down an acacia tree. From its trunk he carved a great wooden platter of the type used to
bear the food in a feast. When the Tuareg returned and asked for his sword and lance, the blacksmith gave him
the platter. If he did this everyone would admire and respect him. The man thought long about the platter,
while considering other blacksmiths in the village to employ for the service he requested. If he had wanted a
carver, he would not have went to a blacksmith. The first feast to fill his great wooden platter was gathered
from his very own farm and cupboards. He became widely known. Word of his fine feasts even reached the
highest chambers of Timbuktu, prompting visits by great calvaries of men and women seeking the honor of his
fine company. In later years, the man became chief in his Tuareg village in West Africa. Each year after
becoming a chief, the great and wise man sent the blacksmith a cow -- the goodly gift he had promised if he
gained renown. An African folktale on gaining recognition, from the Timbuktu region and attributed to the
Berber people of Africa through the Tuareg kinship-tribal-family group of West Africa. The Destruction of
Black Civilization by Dr. These re-tellings are an effort to continue the tradition of telling these African
stories. Anansi closed his eyes for just a moment and before he knew it the fisherman had caught four fishes. I
think there will be more fishes. A fisherman would know better than anyone, right? Anansi thought to himself.
The fisherman shrugged his shoulders, not able to explain the development. Of course, no fish were caught
that day. You can sell them for some money to buy something to eat. When Anansi shouted, "Rotten nets for
sale! At least you could have taken the pain. Kweku Ananse Outsmarts Himself And although this happened a
very long long time ago, Baboon and Ananse are still enemies and it is said that one of the reasons Baboon
scratches a lot is that he often feels Kweku Ananse crawling all over his skin and in the hairs on his back. He
just cannot stand Kweku Ananse. Well, as I said, it happened so long ago that most of the details have been
forgotten and except the old people, few really remember what exactly happened between Kweku Ananse and
Adun the Baboon. A very, very long time ago as the story goes, Kweku Ananse and Adun, the Baboon were
the best of friends and went everywhere together. Most of the time Ananse wanted to just hang on the hairs of
Baboon and Baboon treated Ananse with a great deal of respect and love. It is said that they were closer than
brothers. All the animals admired them because they were happy and protected each other. They ate together
and played together each day among the trees and at night. Baboon would find a large tree to make a bed with
some leaves while Ananse just hung from the largest branch on the tree away from all predators. Some folks
said it was a symbiotic existence, a sort of mutual admiration society that benefits each other. One very fine
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day as they were foraging for food they came upon a marsh and across the marsh was a banana tree. Now,
everyone knows how much Baboon likes to feed on ripe bananas. And so they crossed the marsh by stepping
over the rocks where the Frog and the Turtle rest to soak the sunlight each day. He is my best friend. We need
our rest in the sun, you know. We all know that Baboon just loves bananas. And we hope to get some for
ourselves," they said. Frog and Turtle said, "OK you may cross over. For all we care you can take the whole
tree away. We are going to share the bananas. And so the two old friends took the bananas back presumably to
share. Well, that is where the trouble started. Seeing that the bananas were all yellow and ripe Kweku Ananse
wanted them all for himself. Kweku Ananse did not want the share the bananas and after heated arguments
about how to share Ananse came up with the idea of keeping the ripened bananas while Baboon kept the
stump of the plant. Kweku Ananse picked his and kept the ripe bananas because he wanted to eat those
delicious bananas right away without sharing it with his friend Adun. Ananse made a big mistake, which he
did not know because he was thinking how smart he was. He did not know that Baboon knew all about how
banana plants grew. So Baboon took his stump home, planted it, and waited patiently. It was laden with ripe
and juicy bananas. When he asked where it came from Baboon explained that unknown to Ananse, banana
trees are peculiar and special in that without seed they just grow new shoots from the roots called rhizomes,
Adzanka as the Ga people call it. And that was the secret to the banana tree that Kweku Ananse did not know
and had to learn the hard way. Now Baboon had all the bananas he could eat each time the fruit matured. So
Baboon refused to share the fruits of the banana tree with Ananse. And up to now all we can say is that it
cured Kweku Ananse from eating bananas. He learned a lesson. As retold by Rev. Adotey Addo, a Ghanian
born folklorist and writer who lives in North Carolina.
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In the story, the legendary character, Kweku Ananse the spider, ever crafty and mischievous, was caught up, this time,
in his own web. Ignoring the seriousness of his mission of attending the funeral of his father-in-law, after many, many
years away from his home village, Ananse chose to play a trick on his companion, Oguan the sheep, enabling.

Accra, Ghana â€” Title: Ananse Stories Retold Author: Luke Gyesi Appiah Publishers: Heineman Local
Representatives and Distributors: In other words not all the titles feature the old spider. One thing though that
stands out in all the stories is the morals that are at the core of most folk-tales, with a special appeal to
children. The book is a commendable contribution to the effort of some to remove folk tales from the dusty
shelves of university libraries back to the popular realm where they belong. Throughout the pages of this
collection, the legendary Ananse is seen in most cherished character of lazy trickster. In The Story of Kweku
Ananse and The Trap, an oft-told tale, Kweku refuses to take part in communal labour but finds his own crafty
way of enjoying the fruits thereof. See how the Monkey outsmarts him in Kweku Ananse and his Songs.
Kweku, however, is not always the hapless victim of his own selfishness. Read The Famine where Ananse
succumbed to the trickery of the innkeeper. Here, an old lady whom Kweku has helped comes to his aid and
punishes the ingrate of an innkeeper. Kweku is again the virtuous spider in The Festival where he instructs his
son the legendary Ntikuma to go serving his neighbours. The moral here, as in most Ananse stories is that
good deeds are rewarded while bad deeds are punished. Ananse is humanised, not only through his virtues and
vices. When in The Story The Hunter and The Animals, Ananse turns against the kind hunter out of envy, the
king asks of human blood, it is Ananse, a spider, not a human being, it is Ananse who is sacrificed for human
being. One can see Gyesi-Appiah, ever the teacher, thinking he must teach all the lessons of life. Those stories
are therefore slightly pedagogical and less interesting than the traditional Ananse stories. Gyesi-Appiah in his
stern but amiable paternalism for which his students remember him with several anecdotes, lays out those
stories with clear-cut lessons and morals. But folk tales are folk-tales. They must be witty, illustrative and
entertaining. They must be able to evoke the emotions, whether gloomy or humorous, of both children and
adults. Perhaps it is because they have gone through generations of embellishment. To be sure, not every
Ghanaian folktale started with the spider playing center stage, perhaps, it is the insertion of Ananse that made
those stories so interesting. If Gyesi Appiah wants all his stories to be equally interesting, maybe he simply
has to respect the old spider. This gives an interesting impression that there is only one of each species in the
jungle something that adds great spice to the tales. Ananse stories have great potential. I remember a friend
telling me about the use to which some of our friends in the diaspora have put them. To contact the copyright
holder directly for corrections â€” or for permission to republish or make other authorized use of this material,
click here.
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West Africans originally considered Anansi to be the creator of the world and he was often called Kwaku or Kweku
Ananse. In some stories Anansi is the son of Nyame, the sky god, who becomes so annoyed with his son's mischief and
trickery that he turns him into a spider.

Ananse and the pot of wisdom.. It is about how Mr.. Ananse the Sly and greedy one among all the animals in
the forest outsmarted himself. As the story goes Ananse, that is still his name , but did you know that his first
name was Kweku because he was born on a Wednesday? One day Ananse collected all the wisdom in the
world and decided to keep it all in a large pot for himself. I have all the wisdom of the world for myself. At
least that was what he thought being such a greedy person. Kweku Ananse then tied the pot of wisdom around
his neck with a strong vine rope and let the pot hang in front of him. But then he was afraid that someone
would find the pot of wisdom and steal it.? What shall I do with my pot of wisdom? He thought and thought
and at last he said,? I shall hide the pot on top of the the tallest tree in the forest.? So he searched the forest
until he found the tallest tree which happened to be the thorny silk cotton tree and brought the pot of wisdom
to the tree. While Ananse was trying to climb the thorny silk cotton tree his son was watching him.? Then you
will be able to climb the tree?. Well the sly one Ananse hung the pot behind him and to his surprise; he was
able to climb to the top of the tree with his pot. Finally Ananse sat on a branch of the tree holding the pot of
wisdom. I thought I had all the wisdom in the world? He thought to himself. I thought I had it all in my pot but
my own son has wisdom not in my pot.? Then he made a statement that we still use today.? No one-person can
have all the wisdom in the world.? On his way down he dropped the pot and it smashed into many pieces and
scatted all the wisdom all over the world. Rev Addo is a Ghanian born folklorist and writer. He lives in North
Carolina and devotes his time to visiting schools and colleges for readings and talks.
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Anansi's stories would become popular through the African diaspora all over the Caribbean and southern US. Below is
an animated retelling called "A Story, A Story." Anansi the trickster is a West African God.

Stories about a spider-god, Anansi or Ananse, were first told in Ghana by the Ashanti people. They were not
written down but recounted from generation to generation. Gradually the stories grew and spread across
Ghana and then all around West Africa. West Africans originally considered Anansi to be the creator of the
world. He often acted as a go-between for humans in their dealings with the sky god Nyame, and he
supposedly persuaded Nyame to give both rain and the night to people. Anansi is one of the most popular of
the animal tricksters in the mythology of West Africa, and is often called Kwaku or Kweku Ananse. Some
West African stories tell that Anansi was the creator of the world. In many stories, such as ours, he is a
go-between for the humans and the sky god, Nyame. As the stories spread across the sea to the West Indies,
the tales became the Nancy stories and then became Aunt Nancy in the Southern United States, half spider,
half woman who had power over the other creatures. What sort of character is Anansi? Anansi is a spider, but
he is also a person. Sometimes he is seen as wise and even thoughtful to humans, he is said to have persuaded
Nyame to give rain and night to the people. He certainly he is generally portrayed as clever, with words as
well as deeds. However, he is more often a trickster, with few scruples, who uses his wit and cunning to get an
advantage over animals who are bigger and stronger than himself. His stories show him as often selfish and
even cruel. Sometimes he will help other creatures, but only when it suits his own purposes. His stories are
popular, despite his doubtful character, because he often outwits creatures who are larger or stronger than he
is. How did the stories get to the Caribbean and beyond? In 16th Century, traders with Africa began to step up
the trade in people rather than goods. A cheap workforce was wanted by European owners of huge plantations
in the Caribbean. West Africa proved a fruitful area to capture or buy people and transport them, in terrible
conditions, in slave ships across the Atlantic to work on the plantations. The children of these enslaved people,
themselves became slaves who were powerless, chained, beaten and often worked to death. Naturally, the
enslaved peoples took their stories with them and passed them on. The stories of Anansi and his exploits, of
his ability to trick and defeat creatures more powerful than himself were extremely important and popular.
Anansi symbolized rebellion and the stories could give both hope and pride to enslaved people in their
struggles to survive and their fights for freedom. Of course, the stories developed and changed. Over the next
decades and centuries, slaves were also bought to work in the plantations of the Southern United States. Do
tricksters appear in other myths and legends? The trickster character appears in myths and legends all over the
world. They are generally creative, mischievous, cunning and funny and can often switch between human and
animal form. Within Africa, there are wandering trickster spirits who bring change and quarrels. There are also
many animal tricksters who, like Anansi, are small and relatively helpless. Hares and tortoises are also popular
African trickster characters who outwit bigger, fiercer animals to get what they want. A well-loved story tells
of Hare tricking an elephant and a hippopotamus into clearing a field for him. Hawaiian mythology has a
trickster called Iwa, who owns a magic paddle that took only four strokes to get from one end of Hawaii to the
other. The Polynesian hero and trickster is Maui who, like Anansi, helps humankind. He used a magic hook to
fish the islands of Polynesia from the bottom of the sea. Native Australians have stories about races of
tricksters known as the Nyandjala-Nyandjala and Wurulu-Wurulu, who wander through Western Australia
bush doing mischief and spoiling the cave paintings of ancestral heroes. Amongst many native Americans,
Coyote is the great trickster. He is noted for his cleverness, cheating and huge appetite â€” but very often gets
his come uppance. Whilst, within Norse mythology, Loki is a trickster god who can shape shift â€” sometimes
helping other gods, sometimes causing them trouble. And, of course, tricksters abound throughout Greek
mythology. His wife, Penelope, tricked her suitors, whilst waiting ten years for him to return! Why do we all
enjoy stories about a mischievous hero who gets away with causing trouble?
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Anansi (also known as Ananse, Kwaku Ananse and Anancy) features in the myths and legends of West Africa and the
Caribbean. He also appears in the folklore stories of the Southern United States where children may know him as Aunt
Nancy.

Jack Eidt â€” Posted on July 31, Posted in: He often takes the shape of a spider and is considered to be the god
of all knowledge of stories. He is also one of the most important characters of West African and Caribbean
folklore. Once there were no stories in the world. First he went to where Python lived and debated out loud
whether Python was really longer than the palm branch or not as his wife Aso says. Python overheard and,
when Anansi explained the debate, agreed to lie along the palm branch. Because he cannot easily make
himself completely straight a true impression of his actual length is difficult to obtain, so Python agreed to be
tied to the branch. When he was completely tied, Anansi took him to the sky god. To catch the leopard, Anansi
dug a deep hole in the ground. When the leopard fell in the hole Anansi offered to help him out with his webs.
The Anansi tales are believed to have originated in the Ashanti people in Ghana. Prior to European
colonization, the Ashanti people developed a large and influential empire in West Africa. The Ashanti later
developed the powerful Ashanti Confederacy or Asanteman and became the dominant presence in the region.
The Asantehene is the political and spiritual head of the Asantes. To catch the hornets, Anansi filled a
calabash with water and poured some over a banana leaf he held over his head and some over the nest, calling
out that it was raining. He suggested the hornets get into the empty calabash, and when they obliged, he
quickly sealed the opening. He placed the doll under the Odum Tree of Life where the fairies play and put
some yam in a bowl in front of it. Annoyed at its bad manners she struck it, first with one hand then the other.
The hands stuck and Anansi captured her. Anansi handed his captives over to Nyan the sky god. No more shall
we call them the sky god stories, but we shall call them the spider stories! This is my story which I have
related. If it be sweet, or if it be not sweet, take some elsewhere, and let some come back to me. Anansi the
trickster is a West African God. The word Anansi is Akan and means, simply, spider. In some beliefs, Anansi
is responsible for creating the sun, the stars and the moon, as well as teaching mankind the techniques of
agriculture.
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