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Anti-Federalism In , the second year of the American Revolutionary War , the Virginia colonial legislature
passed a Declaration of Rights that included the sentence "The freedom of the press is one of the greatest
bulwarks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by despotic Governments. However, these declarations
were generally considered "mere admonitions to state legislatures", rather than enforceable provisions. Other
delegatesâ€”including future Bill of Rights drafter James Madison â€”disagreed, arguing that existing state
guarantees of civil liberties were sufficient and that any attempt to enumerate individual rights risked the
implication that other, unnamed rights were unprotected. Supporters of the Constitution in states where
popular sentiment was against ratification including Virginia, Massachusetts, and New York successfully
proposed that their state conventions both ratify the Constitution and call for the addition of a bill of rights.
Constitution was eventually ratified by all thirteen states. The civil rights of none shall be abridged on account
of religious belief or worship, nor shall any national religion be established, nor shall the full and equal rights
of conscience be in any manner, or on any pretext, infringed. The people shall not be deprived or abridged of
their right to speak, to write, or to publish their sentiments; and the freedom of the press, as one of the great
bulwarks of liberty, shall be inviolable. The people shall not be restrained from peaceably assembling and
consulting for their common good; nor from applying to the Legislature by petitions, or remonstrances, for
redress of their grievances. Establishment Clause Thomas Jefferson wrote with respect to the First
Amendment and its restriction on the legislative branch of the federal government in an letter to the Danbury
Baptists a religious minority concerned about the dominant position of the Congregational church in
Connecticut: Adhering to this expression of the supreme will of the nation in behalf of the rights of
conscience, I shall see with sincere satisfaction the progress of those sentiments which tend to restore to man
all his natural rights, convinced he has no natural right in opposition to his social duties. United States the
Supreme Court used these words to declare that "it may be accepted almost as an authoritative declaration of
the scope and effect of the amendment thus secured. Congress was deprived of all legislative power over mere
[religious] opinion, but was left free to reach [only those religious] actions which were in violation of social
duties or subversive of good order. In the preamble of this act [. Originally, the First Amendment applied only
to the federal government, and some states continued official state religions after ratification. Massachusetts ,
for example, was officially Congregational until the s. Board of Education , the U. Supreme Court
incorporated the Establishment Clause i. The "establishment of religion" clause of the First Amendment means
at least this: Neither a state nor the Federal Government can set up a church. Neither can pass laws which aid
one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion to another. That wall must be kept high and impregnable.
We could not approve the slightest breach. Watkins , the Supreme Court ruled that the Constitution prohibits
states and the federal government from requiring any kind of religious test for public office. Grumet , [12] The
Court concluded that "government should not prefer one religion to another, or religion to irreligion. Perry ,
[14] McCreary County v. ACLU , [15] and Salazar v. Buono [16] â€”the Court considered the issue of
religious monuments on federal lands without reaching a majority reasoning on the subject. President Thomas
Jefferson wrote in his correspondence of "a wall of separation between church and State". It had been long
established in the decisions of the Supreme Court, beginning with Reynolds v. United States in , when the
Court reviewed the history of the early Republic in deciding the extent of the liberties of Mormons. Chief
Justice Morrison Waite , who consulted the historian George Bancroft , also discussed at some length the
Memorial and Remonstrance against Religious Assessments by James Madison, [18] who drafted the First
Amendment; Madison used the metaphor of a "great barrier". Everson laid down the test that establishment
existed when aid was given to religion, but that the transportation was justifiable because the benefit to the
children was more important. In the school prayer cases of the early s, Engel v. Vitale and Abington School
District v. Schempp , aid seemed irrelevant; the Court ruled on the basis that a legitimate action both served a
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secular purpose and did not primarily assist religion. Tax Commission , the Court ruled that a legitimate action
could not entangle government with religion; in Lemon v. Kurtzman , these points were combined into the
Lemon test , declaring that an action was an establishment if: The Lemon test has been criticized by justices
and legal scholars, but it remains the predominant means by which the Court enforces the Establishment
Clause. Felton , the entanglement prong of the Lemon test was demoted to simply being a factor in
determining the effect of the challenged statute or practice. Simmons-Harris , the opinion of the Court
considered secular purpose and the absence of primary effect; a concurring opinion saw both cases as having
treated entanglement as part of the primary purpose test. Some relationship between government and religious
organizations is inevitable", the court wrote. Douglas that "[w]e are a religious people whose institutions
presuppose a Supreme Being". Free Exercise Clause "Freedom of religion means freedom to hold an opinion
or belief, but not to take action in violation of social duties or subversive to good order. United States , the
Supreme Court found that while laws cannot interfere with religious belief and opinions, laws can regulate
some religious practices e. The Court stated that to rule otherwise, "would be to make the professed doctrines
of religious belief superior to the law of the land, and in effect permit every citizen to become a law unto
himself. Government would exist only in name under such circumstances. While the right to have religious
beliefs is absolute, the freedom to act on such beliefs is not absolute. Verner , [33] the Supreme Court required
states to meet the " strict scrutiny " standard when refusing to accommodate religiously motivated conduct.
This meant that a government needed to have a "compelling interest" regarding such a refusal. The case
involved Adele Sherbert, who was denied unemployment benefits by South Carolina because she refused to
work on Saturdays, something forbidden by her Seventh-day Adventist faith. Yoder , the Court ruled that a
law that "unduly burdens the practice of religion" without a compelling interest, even though it might be
"neutral on its face", would be unconstitutional. Smith , [37] which held no such interest was required under
the Free Exercise Clause regarding a neutral law of general applicability that happens to affect a religious
practice, as opposed to a law that targets a particular religious practice which does require a compelling
governmental interest. Since the ordinance was not "generally applicable", the Court ruled that it needed to
have a compelling interest, which it failed to have, and so was declared unconstitutional. In City of Boerne v.
Freedom of speech in the United States and United States free speech exceptions Wording of the clause The
First Amendment bars Congress from "abridging the freedom of speech, or of the pressâ€¦. The practice in
America must be entitled to much more respect. In every state, probably, in the Union, the press has exerted a
freedom in canvassing the merits and measures of public men, of every description, which has not been
confined to the strict limits of the common law. Madison believed that legislation to be unconstitutional, and
his adversaries in that dispute, such as John Marshall , advocated the narrow freedom of speech that had
existed in the English common law. For example, the Supreme Court never ruled on the Alien and Sedition
Acts ; three Supreme Court justices riding circuit presided over sedition trials without indicating any
reservations. Sullivan , [52] the Court noted the importance of this public debate as a precedent in First
Amendment law and ruled that the Acts had been unconstitutional: Specifically, the Espionage Act of states
that if anyone allows any enemies to enter or fly over the United States and obtain information from a place
connected with the national defense, they will be punished. United States , Debs v. United States , Frohwerk v.
United States , and Abrams v. In the first of these cases, Socialist Party of America official Charles Schenck
had been convicted under the Espionage Act for publishing leaflets urging resistance to the draft. United
States, the court again upheld an Espionage Act conviction, this time that of a journalist who had criticized U.
United States, the Court elaborated on the "clear and present danger" test established in Schenck. Debs , a
political activist, delivered a speech in Canton, Ohio , in which he spoke of "most loyal comrades were paying
the penalty to the working class â€” these being Wagenknecht , Baker and Ruthenberg , who had been
convicted of aiding and abetting another in failing to register for the draft. In upholding his conviction, the
Court reasoned that although he had not spoken any words that posed a "clear and present danger", taken in
context, the speech had a "natural tendency and a probable effect to obstruct the recruiting services". The
Supreme Court denied a number of Free Speech Clause claims throughout the s, including the appeal of a
labor organizer, Benjamin Gitlow, who had been convicted after distributing a manifesto calling for a
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"revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat". New York , the Court upheld the conviction, but a majority also
found that the First Amendment applied to state laws as well as federal laws, via the Due Process Clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment. California , [70] in which Communist Party USA organizer Charlotte Anita
Whitney had been arrested for " criminal syndicalism ", Brandeis wrote a dissent in which he argued for
broader protections for political speech: Those who won our independence. United States , [75] the Court
upheld the law, 6â€”2. The demands of free speech in a democratic society as well as the interest in national
security are better served by candid and informed weighing of the competing interests, within the confines of
the judicial process. United States , the Supreme Court limited the Smith Act prosecutions to "advocacy of
action" rather than "advocacy in the realm of ideas". Advocacy of abstract doctrine remained protected while
speech explicitly inciting the forcible overthrow of the government was punishable under the Smith Act.
Though the Court upheld a law prohibiting the forgery, mutilation, or destruction of draft cards in United
States v. Ohio , [84] expressly overruling Whitney v. California , [89] the Court voted 5â€”4 to reverse the
conviction of a man wearing a jacket reading "Fuck the Draft" in the corridors of a Los Angeles County
courthouse. California , [91] the Court struck down a Los Angeles city ordinance that made it a crime to
distribute anonymous pamphlets. Justice Hugo Black wrote in the majority opinion: Anonymous pamphlets,
leaflets, brochures and even books have played an important role in the progress of mankind. Ohio Elections
Commission , [93] the Court struck down an Ohio statute that made it a crime to distribute anonymous
campaign literature. Keene , [95] the Court upheld the Foreign Agents Registration Act of , under which
several Canadian films were defined as "political propaganda", requiring their sponsors to be identified.
Federal Election Commission In Buckley v. Valeo , [97] the Supreme Court reviewed the Federal Election
Campaign Act of and related laws, which restricted the monetary contributions that may be made to political
campaigns and expenditure by candidates. The Court affirmed the constitutionality of limits on campaign
contributions, stating that they "serve[d] the basic governmental interest in safeguarding the integrity of the
electoral process without directly impinging upon the rights of individual citizens and candidates to engage in
political debate and discussion. Federal Election Commission The Supreme Court upheld provisions which
barred the raising of soft money by national parties and the use of soft money by private organizations to fund
certain advertisements related to elections. In Federal Election Commission v. Wisconsin Right to Life, Inc.
The Court overruled Austin v. Michigan Chamber of Commerce , [] which had upheld a state law that
prohibited corporations from using treasury funds to support or oppose candidates in elections did not violate
the First or Fourteenth Amendments. Federal Election Commission , [] the Court ruled that federal aggregate
limits on how much a person can donate to candidates , political parties , and political action committees ,
combined respectively in a two-year period known as an "election cycle," violated the Free Speech Clause of
the First Amendment. Street was arrested and charged with a New York state law making it a crime "publicly
[to] mutilate, deface, defile, or defy, trample upon, or cast contempt upon either by words or act [any flag of
the United States]. California , [] found that because the provision of the New York law criminalizing "words"
against the flag was unconstitutional, and the trial did not sufficiently demonstrate that he was convicted
solely under the provisions not yet deemed unconstitutional, the conviction was unconstitutional. The Court,
however, "resist[ed] the pulls to decide the constitutional issues involved in this case on a broader basis" and
left the constitutionality of flag-burning unaddressed. The Supreme Court reversed his conviction in a 5â€”4
vote.
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During the following centuries, a wide variety of Indian cultures developed and prospered across the land.
After Columbus made his initial voyage to this New World, word of its potential riches spread across Europe,
and explorers and settlers by the thousands soon stepped ashore along the Atlantic Ocean coastline. In , the
Pilgrims arrived on the Mayflower, landing in what is modern-day Massachusetts; their settlement named
Plymouth survived, and the story of a new nation was subsequently born. The new country of America
expanded rapidly, well beyond the reach of the original 13 colonies, and inevitable conflicts and wars over
lands rightfully claimed by Native Americans was the result. Indigenous Indians Native Americans were
stripped of most of their lands and moved to reservations; the central plains were purchased from Napoleon
France ; Florida was grabbed from Spain , and the entire southwest including California was annexed after a
successful war with Mexico. The growing influence and size of the United States of America began to take
shape. A few more important facts regarding Native Americans, who were first conquered and displaced by
overwhelming military power: In the end, many historical experts believe that among the various contributing
factors to the ultimate demise of early Native Americans, epidemic disease was the overwhelming cause of
their population decline because of their lack of immunity to new diseases brought from Europe. Soon
railroads - the driving engines of coast-to-coast commerce - were up and running; the economy exploded and
towns sprang up across the land. In the southern states slavery was an on-going, serious problem, and this new
and fast-growing nation was soon ravaged by a bloody Civil War between north and south; the north northern
states eventually won, and slavery was abolished. The end of the Civil War spurred the reintegrating and
rebuilding of the Southern states and the greater settlement and development of the American Old West. This
was due to a variety of social and technological developments, including the completion of the First
Transcontinental Telegraph in and the First Transcontinental Railroad soon after. In , the indigenous monarchy
of the Pacific Kingdom of Hawaii was overthrown in a coup led by American residents, and the still-growing
United States annexed the archipelago in Victory in the Spanishâ€”American War the same year
demonstrated that the United States was a world power and led to the annexation of Puerto Rico , Guam, and
the Philippines. The emergence of many prominent industrialists at the end of the 19th century gave rise to the
Gilded Age, a period of growing affluence and power among the business class. Railroads were the major
industry then, but the factory system, mining, and labor unions also gained in importance. The wave of
immigration, lasting until the mids, provided labor and transformed American culture. No stranger to wars,
small or large, the U. Mistakes it has surely made, as segregation and much-needed civil rights for black
Americans, and arguably the Vietnam War fiasco, and the on-going wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are certainly
some of its questionable decisions. The country includes 50 states; 48 continental states, plus Alaska and
Hawaii, , the two newest states. Dozens of major cities cover the land from coast-to-coast. The 48 contiguous
states and the federal district of Washington, D. The country also has five populated and nine unpopulated
territories in the Pacific and the Caribbean. Politically it is part of the United States in North America, but
geographically, because of its isolated location , is not considered part of any continent. The Great Lakes,
shared by the USA and Canada are a chain of 5 large freshwater lakes that form the largest lake group in the
world, covering an area of 95, sq miles. Once vital to fur trading and regional development in the early history
of both countries, the Great Lakes in modern times remain a significant transportation route for iron ore, steel,
petroleum, grain, American automobiles, to say the least. Alaska not shown on the large map upper left is a
state in the United States, situated in the northwest extremity of the North American continent, with the
international boundary with Canada to the east, the Arctic Ocean to the north, and the Pacific Ocean to the
west and south, with Russia further west across the Bering Strait. Alaska is the largest state in the United
States by area, the 4th least populous and the least densely populated of the 50 United States.
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Visit Website Did you know? George Washington was initially reluctant to attend the Constitutional
Convention. Visit Website Soon after America won its independence from Great Britain with its victory in the
American Revolution , it became increasingly evident that the young republic needed a stronger central
government in order to remain stable. In , Alexander Hamilton , a lawyer and politician from New York ,
called for a constitutional convention to discuss the matter. The Confederation Congress, which in February
endorsed the idea, invited all 13 states to send delegates to a meeting in Philadelphia. There were 55 delegates
in attendance, representing all 13 states except Rhode Island , which refused to send representatives because it
did not want a powerful central government interfering in its economic business. Many had served in the
Continental Army, colonial legislatures or the Continental Congress known as the Congress of the
Confederation as of In terms of religious affiliation, most were Protestants. Eight delegates were signers of
the Declaration of Independence, while six had signed the Articles of Confederation. Political leaders not in
attendance at the convention included Thomas Jefferson and John Adams , who were serving as U. John Jay ,
Samuel Adams and John Hancock were also absent from the convention. Reporters and other visitors were
barred from the convention sessions, which were held in secret to avoid outside pressures. Debating the
Constitution The delegates had been tasked by Congress with amending the Articles of Confederation;
however, they soon began deliberating proposals for an entirely new form of government. After intensive
debate, which continued throughout the summer of and at times threatened to derail the proceedings, they
developed a plan that established three branches of national governmentâ€”executive, legislative and judicial.
A system of checks and balances was put into place so that no single branch would have too much authority.
The specific powers and responsibilities of each branch were also laid out. Among the more contentious issues
was the question of state representation in the national legislature. Delegates from larger states wanted
population to determine how many representatives a state could send to Congress, while small states called for
equal representation. The issue was resolved by the Connecticut Compromise, which proposed a bicameral
legislature with proportional representation of the states in the lower house House of Representatives and
equal representation in the upper house Senate. Another controversial topic was slavery. For the purposes of
taxation and determining how many representatives a state could send to Congress, it was decided that slaves
would be counted as three-fifths of a person. On September 17, George Washington was the first to sign the
document. Of the 55 delegates, a total of 39 signed; some had already left Philadelphia, and threeâ€”George
Mason and Edmund Randolph of Virginia , and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusettsâ€”refused to approve the
document. In order for the Constitution to become law, it then had to be ratified by nine of the 13 states. James
Madison and Alexander Hamilton, with assistance from John Jay, wrote a series of essays to persuade people
to ratify the Constitution. People who supported the Constitution became known as Federalists, while those
opposed it because they thought it gave too much power to the national government were called
Anti-Federalists. Beginning on December 7, , five statesâ€” Delaware , Pennsylvania, New Jersey , Georgia
and Connecticutâ€”ratified the Constitution in quick succession. However, other states, especially
Massachusetts, opposed the document, as it failed to reserve undelegated powers to the states and lacked
constitutional protection of basic political rights, such as freedom of speech, religion and the press. In
February , a compromise was reached under which Massachusetts and other states would agree to ratify the
document with the assurance that amendments would be immediately proposed. The Constitution was thus
narrowly ratified in Massachusetts, followed by Maryland and South Carolina. On June 21, , New Hampshire
became the ninth state to ratify the document, and it was subsequently agreed that government under the U.
Constitution would begin on March 4, On February 2, , the U. Supreme Court held its first session, marking
the date when the government was fully operative. Rhode Island, the last holdout of the original 13 states,
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finally ratified the Constitution on May 29, House of Representatives, introduced 19 amendments to the
Constitution. On September 25, , Congress adopted 12 of the amendments and sent them to the states for
ratification. Ten of these amendments, known collectively as the Bill of Rights , were ratified and became part
of the Constitution on December 10, The Bill of Rights guarantees individuals certain basic protections as
citizens, including freedom of speech, religion and the press; the right to bear and keep arms; the right to
peaceably assemble; protection from unreasonable search and seizure; and the right to a speedy and public
trial by an impartial jury. The most recent amendment to the Constitution, Article XXVII, which deals with
congressional pay raises, was proposed in and ratified in Through all the changes, the Constitution has
endured and adapted. However, as Benjamin Franklin said on the closing day of the convention in Start your
free trial today.
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Bayou Renaissance Man The idle musings of a former military man, former computer geek, medically retired
pastor and now full-time writer. Contents guaranteed to offend the politically correct and anal-retentive from
time to time. My approach to life is that it should be taken with a large helping of laughter, and sufficient
firepower to keep it tamed! Since cities are growing at the expense of smaller towns and the countryside, that
divide is going to favor them to an ever-increasing extent. Can urban voters override rural ones, and expect to
get away with it - or will that lead to a rebellion of some kind? This is made worse by the fact that the major
political parties differ only slightly, in relative terms, from each other in terms of policy. Both are focused on
power above all things, and both will pander to voters who can deliver that power to them. That means both
parties will increasingly focus on offering policies that appeal to the biggest block of voters in the country the urban electorate. Cold comfort for those living outside the larger cities. Jeff Deist points out: By any
objective measure, the ideological and policy disagreements between the national Democrat and Republican
parties are not significant. Both accept the central tenets of domestic and foreign interventionism, both accept
the federal government as the chief organizing principle for American society, and both view politics simply
as a fight for control of state apparatus. Similarly, differences between policies actually enacted by Mr. Trump
and the existing Congress and those likely to have been enacted by Mrs. Clinton and the same Congress are
fairly small. Americans do not much argue about whether we are governed by DC, and only slightly over how
we are governed by DC. But we argue viciously about who governs us from DC. The biggest problem is going
to be how to maintain national unity as a people when our elected officials are displaying relentless, non-stop
partisanship. I trust neither party to put the country ahead of their bottomless thirst for power. All of us are
likely to suffer as these conflicts play out. What divides us has become more important to many than what
unites us. Victor Davis Hanson notes: The various ties that bind us â€” a collective educational experience,
adherence to the verdict of elections, integration and assimilation, sovereignty between delineated borders, a
vibrant popular and shared culture, and an expansive economy that makes our innate desire to become well-off
far more important than vestigial tribalism â€” all waned. Entering a campus, watching cable news, switching
on the NFL, listening to popular music, or watching a new movie is not salve but salt for our wounds. America
is barely a country at this point, defined only by its federal state. It is not a nation, lacking cohesion or
commonality: This utter politicization of American society â€” a Progressive triumph â€” is unsustainable
over time. In this environment, democratic voting and elections become an exercise of brute force â€”
vanquishing the other side without resorting to outright violence and warfare. We should acknowledge this,
sooner rather than later, to avoid a catastrophe. Federalism and subsidiarity, applied with increasing intensity,
are the non-violent path forward. Insistence on universalism, decided by a slight majority and applied
top-down from DC, will fail here at home in the same way â€” and for the same reason â€” nation-building
fails abroad.
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Physical Map of the United States: This map shows the terrrain of the USA in shaded relief. In the eastern U.
You can see numerous rivers running across the country to the Mississippi River Basin, which drains
everything from the Rockies in the west to the Appalachians in the east. Google Earth is a free program from
Google that allows you to explore satellite images showing the cities and landscapes of the United States and
all of North America in fantastic detail. It works on your desktop computer, tablet, or mobile phone. The
images in many areas are detailed enough that you can see houses, vehicles and even people on a city street.
Google Earth is free and easy-to-use. United States on a World Wall Map: This map shows a combination of
political and physical features. It includes country boundaries, major cities, major mountains in shaded relief,
ocean depth in blue color gradient, along with many other features. This is a great map for students, schools,
offices and anywhere that a nice map of the world is needed for education, display or decor. If you are
interested in the United States and the geography of North America, our large laminated map of North
America might be just what you need. Major lakes, rivers, cities, roads, country boundaries, coastlines and
surrounding islands are all shown on the map. United States Natural Resources: The United States has some
fossil fuel deposits of coal, petroleum and natural gas. There are a number of metal and metallic resources
present, including copper, lead, molybdenum, uranium, bauxite, gold, iron, mercury, nickel, silver, tungsten
and zinc. Other natural resources include potash, timber and phosphates. United States Natural Hazards: The
United States has numerous natural hazards. There are hurricanes along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico
coasts, flooding, mud slides in California, and frequent tornadoes in the midwest and southeast. Varied other
occurrences include volcanoes, and earthquake activity around the Pacific Basin, tsunamis, and forest fires in
the western portion of the country. In northern Alaska there is permafrost, which is a major impediment to
development. United States Environmental Issues: The United States is the largest single emitter of carbon
dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels. There is acid rain resulting from the air pollution of both the U. Much
of the western part of the country has limited natural fresh water resources, which requires careful
management. There are also land issues regarding desertification. These images are not available for use
beyond our websites. If you would like to share them with others please link to this page. Images, code, and
content on this website are property of Geology.
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Comment: A readable copy. All pages are intact, and the cover is intact. Pages can include considerable notes-in pen or
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by Johnny Punish. This is truly a very Sad Day for every American! Clearly the people's employee Donald J. Trump has
committed crimes against the people of the United States.
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