LIFE IN THE CATACOMBS pdf
1: Early Christian Symbols in the Catacombs
Life in the Catacombs opened around him with all its wondrous variety. The vast numbers who dwelt below were
supplied with provisions by constant communication with the city above. This was done at night.

Posted by vacuity at 2: Overloaded with musical equipment, coffee and sleepy humans we drove to London.
We are recording bed tracks for our next album at Emac Studios. In the past we have taken a mostly DIY
approach when it comes to recording and mixing albums. For the capturing and taming of this next album we
have enlisted the skills of Taylor Kernohan and Andrew Lopez. Almost a year ago, we were introduced to
these two fine gentlemen. The chemistry was instantaneous. We have been working with them on the songs
since. I can also remember recording guitar for Tamer Than Anything in the same garage - middle of the
suburbs, middle of the day - guitar just booming. Totally awkward, yet somehow totally awesome. Young
mothers hold their newborns closer. Bichon Frise head tilts in confusion. Maybe the odd guitar feedback loop
in Cm. One time Paul recorded a tree. Its a trade secret. I am excited to share these songs with people. It has
been far too long in the making. I hope you can stick around a little longer. I always find it again though. Or it
finds me. Nervous to fuck these songs up. Excited to get them just right. Posted by vacuity at There were a
whole ton of great installations that were happening on a train running from Waterloo to St. We played music
for the passengers when they arrived at the rail depot. Later the train was attacked by zombies. Ramy Nassar
from Bright Lights Photography took these photographs. You can check out the full gallery here:
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2: In The Catacombs | From Jesus To Christ - The First Christians | FRONTLINE | PBS
(The catacombs, for example, were not sanctuaries for the persecuted faithful.) In this study, we are able to perceive an
accurate portrait of the lives - and deaths - of those who participated in the formation of the Church.

The darkness is total, overwhelming. At right is a well-lit corridor in the Catacomb of St Priscilla. Nice and
safe, and these days probably crowded with tourists. It was not always so. Catacombs were ancient
underground cemeteries with narrow winding tunnels normally about 8ft. The home of the dead. At first the
catacombs were used for funerals and then for memorial services, but later they became centers of devotion
and pilgrimage. Then, when relics became popular, they were greedily stripped of their contents. A richly
dressed woman with arms raised in prayer, from the Giordani Catacomb in Rome. Usually the paintings in
catacombs show scenes from the Bible; this is an exception. The detail in this face suggests she was a real
woman known to the artist. Catacomb of St Callixtus: A long gallery with loculi cavities on each side
Catacomb of St Priscilla, Rome. Horizontal burial loculi cavities. A body was placed in each loculus and then
a slab of stone was placed over the entry. The stone showed words or images to identify the person in the
tomb. In fact, the mural shows six praying figures in a garden: Beside each figure is a name: The catacombs
were not only for Christians. This lavish tomb in the Catacomb of Via Latina has images of Hercules bringing
heroic Alcestis back from Hades to her husband Admetus, for whom she had sacrificed her life â€” a story
about love between husband and wife. Christians and catacombs The Christians of Rome were for the most
part ordinary people. They lived in densely populated neighborhoods in the suburbs, near the places that
offered the chance of good trade in supplies for the capital, or along the banks of the Tiber, or near industries
like the transport services on the Appian Way. Strangely enough, soldiers in the army seem to have been ready
to listen to Christian teachings, and there were also many Christians among entertainment workers â€” in the
circuses, amphiteatres, theatres, and naumachias dedicated to the public spectacles which were so important in
Roman life. A Roman coin showing the head of Domitilla the Elder, grandmother of Flavia Domitilla But
there were also rich and powerful figures among the Christians of Rome. After all, who but the wealthy could
provide the economic means for organizing the Christian community? Believers gathered in their homes for
the performance of eucharistic and baptismal rites to receive religious instruction to organize help for the
needy. During the 3rd century a certain number of these rich homes became established centers of
Christianity, much like modern parishes today. This wall painting of Christ is perhaps the first to show Jesus
as a bearded man. It is from the late fourth or early fifth century AD. The limits of the city walls forbad urban
sprawl. Buildings in Rome, unlike the ones in Pompeii and other cities, were up to four or five stories high. In
fact, it would have been impossible to live in them for any length of time. The ancients willingly made use of
underground land when it could be easily and safely excavated. The Christians and Jews of Rome simply used
underground cemeteries to solve a problem which the large number of community members, and the choice of
burial rather than cremation, had made increasingly difficult in a city where space was at a premium. Without
too much trouble, the multi-levelled network of catacomb galleries could be brought to a height of five meters.
The chambers offered room for thousands of tombs along the walls and in the ground. Catacomb of Pamphilus
â€” the entrance. It must have been a personal object, to show who was buried there â€” this tomb did not have
a written text identifying the deceased, and many of the poorer tombs had signs like this instead of text. Crypt
of the Popes in the Catacomb of St Callixtus. This contained the tombs of nine Popes who reigned between
and AD, and three African bishops who died during a journey to Rome Burying the dead Each corpse was
wrapped in a sheet before being placed in the tomb, which often contained two or more members of the same
family. The name of the deceased was painted or sculpted on the brick or marble slab serving as its door,
together with other information, usually the day and month of death. Small terracotta lamps and vases for
perfume were often placed above the tomb, like the lights and flowers in cemeteries today. Rectangular burial
niches in the Catacomb of St Priscilla, Rome The sombre galleries lit by the dancing lamp flames must have
made an impressive sight. See at right the rectangular burial niches in the Catacomb of St Priscilla, Rome. The
simplest niches were the loculi, rectangular cavities dug one above the other in the tufa walls. A richer type of
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tomb was the arcosolium, a cell for the dead hollowed out of the tufa and often plastered and frescoed, with a
horizontal slab for a lid over the grave, surmounted by an arch. Arcosolia are most often found in cubicula,
small rooms constituting family or corporation vaults. They are sometimes illuminated by pit-like openings in
the vaulting like a skylight, which originally allowed for the removal of earth during the excavations. The
catacombs were used as cemeteries until the early fifth century. They became enormous underground cities,
especially after the cult of the martyrs began, since ordinary people wanted to be buried closer to the sacred
tombs as a near guarantee of salvation. Coemeterium Maius, often called the Catacomb of St Agnes. The
mural above shows a richly dressed woman, her hands raised in prayer. In front of her is a child. In other
paintings from this period the Madonna was shown as a full-length figure, seated, with the baby in her lap, and
there were nearly always figures around her, either people at prayer or Old Testament figures. This mural from
the Catacomb of Priscilla has been called a Madonna and Child, but there is some dispute. They may suggest
that the owner of the tomb was living through a period of persecution in the early Christian church. Catacomb
of Sts Marcellinus and Peter. The mural shows Christ and the woman who menstruated for twelve years. It
was one of three biblical scenes, all involving women: In the vault above is an image of a woman at prayer.
Saints, relics and pilgrims When burials in catacombs came to an end, they became holy places. Immense
numbers of pilgrims thronged to Rome from every part of Europe. The Itinerari, guides for pilgrims written in
the seventh and eighth centuries, show that devotion to them was still alive at that period. But during the first
decades of the ninth century the catacombs were looted for the relics they contained, which were transferred
perhaps for safety from the original tombs to churches within the city walls. Each and every catacomb was
doomed to extinction, for the cult of the martyrs had been the only reason for their maintenance. When the
relics disappeared, upkeep stopped. The entrances to that dark underground world vanished beneath
subsidence of the earth and an overgrowth of vegetation.
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3: What was early Christianity like?
The catacombs of St. Callixtus are among the greatest and most important of Rome. They originated about the middle of
the second century and are part of a cemeterial complex which occupies an area of 90 acres, with a network of galleries
about 12 miles long, in four levels, more than twenty meters deep.

Irrevocably dark, total eclipse, Without all hope of day! Most eagerly they listened to the account of his
interview with his superiors; and while they sympathized with his troubles, they rejoiced that he had been
found worthy to suffer for Christ. Amid these new scenes he learned more of the truth every day, and saw
what its followers endured. Life in the Catacombs opened around him with all its wondrous variety. The vast
numbers who dwelt below were supplied with provisions by constant communication with the city above. This
was done at night. The most resolute and daring of the men volunteered for this dangerous task. Sometimes
also women, and even boys, went forth upon this errand, and the lad Pollio was the most acute and successful
of all these. Amid the vast population of Rome it was not difficult to pass unnoticed, and consequently the
supply was well kept up. Yet sometimes the journey met with a fatal termination, and the bold adventurers
never returned. Of water there was a plentiful supply in the passage ways of the lowermost tier. Wells and
fountains here supplied sufficient for all their wants. At night, too, were made the most mournful expeditions
of all. These were in search of the dead which had been torn by the wild beasts or burned at the stake. These
loved remains were obtained at the greatest risk, and brought down amid a thousand dangers. Then the friends
of the lost would perform the funeral service and hold the burial feast. After this they would deposit their
remains in the narrow cell, and close the place up with a marble tablet graven with the name of the occupant.
The ancient Christian, inspired by the glorious doctrine of the resurrection, looked forward with ardent hope to
the time when corruption should put on incorruption, and the mortal, immortality. He was unwilling that the
body which so sublime a destiny awaited should be reduced to ashes, and thought that even the sacred funeral
flames were a dishonor to that temple of God which had been so highly favored of heaven. So the cherished
bodies of the dead were brought here out of the sight of man, where no irreverent hand might disturb the
solemn stillness of their last repose, to lie until the last trump should give that summons for which the
primitive Church waited so eagerly, in daily expectation. In the city above the Christian religion had been
increasing for successive generations, and during all this time the dead had been coming here in
ever-increasing numbers, so that now the Catacombs formed a vast city of the dead, whose silent population
slumbered in endless ranges, rank above rank, waiting till "The wakeful trump of doom should thunder
through the deep. None of them were of very great size, but they formed areas where the fugitives might meet
in larger companies and breathe more freely. Here they passed much of the time, and here, too, they had their
religious services. The nature of the times in which they lived will explain their situation. The simple virtues
of the old republic had passed away, and freedom had taken her everlasting flight. Corruption had moved over
the empire and subdued every thing beneath its numbing influence. Plots, rebellions, and treasons cursed the
state by turns, but the fallen people stood by in silence. They saw their bravest suffer, their noblest die, all
unmoved. The generous heart, the soul of fire, awaked no more. Only the basest passions aroused their
degenerate feelings. Into such a state as this the truth came boldly, and through such enemies as these it had to
fight its way over such obstacles to make its slow but sure progress. They who enlisted under her banner had
no life of ease before them. Her trumpet gave forth no uncertain sound. The conflict was stern, and involved
name, and fame, and fortune, and friends, and life, all that was most dear to man. If the followers of truth
increased in number, so also did vice intensify her power and her malignity; the people sank into deeper
corruption, the state drifted on to more certain ruin. Then arose those terrible persecutions which aimed to
obliterate from the earth the last vestige of Christianity. A terrible ordeal awaited the Christian if he resisted
the imperial decree; to those who followed her, the order of Truth was inexorable; and when a decision was
made, it was a final one. To make that decision for Christianity was often to accept instant death, or else to be
driven from the city, banished from the joys of home and from the light of day. The hearts of the Romans were
hardened and their eyes blinded. They did not see the black cloud of desolation that hovered over the doomed
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empire, nor know that from its fury those whom they persecuted alone could save them. Yet in that reign of
terror the Catacombs opened before the Christian like a city of refuge. Here lay the bones of their fathers who
from generation to generation had fought for the truth, and their worn bodies waited here for the resurrection
morn. Here they brought their relatives, as one by one they had left them and gone on high. Here the son had
borne the body of his aged mother, and the parent had seen his child committed to the tomb. Here they had
carried the mangled remains of those who had been torn to pieces by the wild beasts of the arena; the
blackened corpses of those who had been given to the flames; or the wasted bodies of those most wretched
who had sighed out their lives amid the lingering agonies of death by crucifixion. Every Christian had some
friend or relative lying here in death. The very ground was sanctified, the very air hallowed. It was not strange
that they should seek for safety in such a place. Moreover, in these subterranean abodes, they found their only
place of refuge from persecution. They could not seek foreign countries nor fly beyond the sea, because for
them there were no countries of refuge, and no lands beyond the sea held out a hope. The imperial power of
Rome grasped the civilized world in its mighty embrace; her tremendous police system extended through all
lands, and none might escape her wrath. So resistless was this power, that from the highest noble down to the
meanest slave, all were subject to it. The dethroned emperor could not escape her vengeance, nor was such an
escape even hoped for. When Nero fell, he could only go and kill himself in a neighboring villa. Yet here,
amid these infinite labyrinths, even the power of Rome was unavailing, and her baffled emissaries faltered at
the very entrance. Here, then, the persecuted Christians tarried, and their great numbers peopled these paths
and grottoes, by day assembling to exchange words of cheer and comfort, or to bewail the death of some new
martyr; by night sending forth the boldest among them, like a forlorn hope, to learn tidings of the upper world,
or to bring down the blood-stained bodies of some new victims. Through the different persecutions, they lived
here so secure that although millions perished throughout the empire, the power of Christianity at Rome was
but slightly shaken. Their safety was secured and life preserved, but on what terms? For what is life without
light, or what is the safety of the body in gloom that depresses the soul? The physical nature of man shrinks
from such a fate, and his delicate organization is speedily aware of the lack of that subtle renovating principle
which is connected with light only. One by one the functions of the body lose their tone and energy. This
weakening of the body affects the mind, predisposing it to gloom, apprehension, doubt, and despair. It is
greater honor for a man to be true and steadfast under such circumstances than to have died a heroic death in
the arena or to have perished unflinchingly at the stake. Here, where there closed around these captives the
thickest shades of darkness, they encountered their sorest trial. Fortitude under the persecution itself was
admirable; but against the persecution, blended with such horrors as these, it became sublime. The cold blast
that forever drifted through these labyrinths chilled them, but brought no pure air from above; the floors, the
walls, the roofs, were covered over with the foul deposits of damp vapors that forever hung around; the
atmosphere was thick with impure exhalations and poisonous miasma; the dense smoke from the ever-burning
torches might have mitigated the noxious gases, but it oppressed the dwellers here with its blinding and
suffocating influence. Yet amid all these accumulated horrors the soul of the martyr stood up unconquered.
The Roman spirit that endured all this rises up to grander proportions than were ever attained in the proudest
days of the old republic. The fortitude of Regulus, the devotion of Curtius, the constancy of Brutus, were here
surpassed, not by the strong man, but by the tender virgin and the weak child. Thus, scorning to yield to the
fiercest power of persecution, these men went forth, the good, the pure in heart, the brave, the noble. For then
death had no terrors, nor that appalling life in death which they were compelled to endure here in the dismal
regions of the dead. They knew what was before them, and they accepted it all. Willingly they descended here,
carrying with them all that was most precious to the soul of man, and they endured all this for the great love
wherewith they were loved. The constant efforts which they made to diminish the gloom of their abodes were
visible all around. In the ancient world art was cultivated more universally than in the modern. Wherever any
large number of men was collected a large proportion had the taste and the talent for art. When the Christians
peopled the Catacombs the artist was here too, and his art was not unemployed. In these chapels, which to the
population here were like what public squares are to the inhabitants of a city, every effort was made to lessen
the surrounding cheerlessness. So the walls were in some places covered over with white stucco, and in others

Page 5

LIFE IN THE CATACOMBS pdf
these again were adorned with pictures, not of deified mortals for idolatrous worship, but of those grand old
heroes of the truth who in former generations had "through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Such were
the decorations of the chapels. The only furniture which they contained was a simple wooden table upon
which they placed the bread and wine of the sacrament, the symbols of the body and blood of their dying
Lord. Christianity had struggled long, and it was a struggle with corruption. It will not be thought strange,
then, if the Church contracted some marks of a too close contact with her foe, or if she carried some of them
down to her place of refuge. Yet if they had some variations from the apostolic model, these were so trifling
that they might be overlooked altogether, were it not that they opened the way to greater ones. Still, the
essential doctrines of Christianity knew no pollution, no change. The guilt of man, the mercy of the Father, the
atonement of the Son, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, salvation through faith in the Redeemer, all these
foundations of truth were cherished with a fervor and an energy to which no language can do justice. Theirs
was that lofty faith which upheld them through the sorest trials, a sincere trust in God that could not doubt.
There was no need here either of discussions about the theological term "faith," or of formal prayers that
regarded it as some immaterial essence. Faith with them was everything. It was the very breath of life; so true
that it upheld them in the hour of cruel sacrifices; so lasting that even when it seemed that all the followers of
Christ had vanished from the earth, they could still look up trustfully and wait. Theirs was that love which
Christ when on earth defined as comprising all the law and the prophets. Sectarian strife, denominational
bitterness, were unknown. They had a great general foe to fight, how could they quarrel with one another.
Here arose love to man which knew no distinction of race or class, but embraced all in its immense
circumference, so that one could lay down his life for his brother; here arose love to God which stopped not at
the sacrifice of life itself. The persecutions which raged around them gave them all that zeal, faith, and love
which glowed so brightly amid the darkness of the age. It confined their numbers to the true and the sincere. It
was the antidote to hypocrisy. It gave to the brave the most daring heroism, and inspired the fainthearted with
the courage of despair. They did not shrink, but boldly proclaimed their faith and accepted the consequences.
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4: Catacombs of Rome - Wikipedia
The Catacombs in Naples branch out into two sepulchral complexes, San Gaudioso and San Gennaro. Never a place of
death ("quae perpetuo cunctos absorbet hiatu", "that swallows everyone in its eternal abyss", as you can read on one of
the epigraphs scattered in these hypogea), they have been brought back to life by the efforts of young adults from Rione
SanitÃ .

Stories of the Strange and Unusual Unresolved: Gef The Talking Mongoose. A quick Google search is all it
takes to find it: They were meant to solve a public health crisis. Indeed, according to Smithsonian Magazine,
so many Parisians had died by the 17th century that the cemeteries were literally overflowing with bodies. The
tunnels had been created from the mining of limestone quarries centuries before; they were perfect, pre-built
catacombs. Over the course of 12 years, the bodies of six to seven million people were moved to what would
become known as the Catacombs of Paris. Naturally, the Catacombs subsequently gained a reputation for
being haunted. The tunnels that make up the Catacombs wend their way through the subterranean depths of
Paris for more miles â€” and every one of those miles is lined with the bones of long-dead Parisians. Indeed,
one of these lost souls serves as the inspiration for the most enduring ghost story connected to the Catacombs:
The disappearance and subsequent death of Philibert Aspairt. But according to some, his ghost wanders freely
throughout the tunnels even now. More recently â€” and less spookily, although no less frighteningly â€” two
teenagers spent three days lost within the Catacombs in before being found on June Entrances and exits to the
tunnels are regularly tracked down and boarded up, making it increasingly difficult to find your way into the
restricted areas of the Catacombs. That, however, has not stopped the truly dedicated from seeking out the
dwindling number of open entrances. There, it goes from simple views of tunnels and bones to somethingâ€¦
more. First, the explorer begins to walk faster. Then, he begins running. His breathing intensifies as he runs.
The point-of-view shot becomes disorienting as he runs, swinging from tunnel to tunnel, seeming to reflect his
confusion about which one he should run down next. Is something chasing him? Then â€” finally â€” the
camera simply drops to the ground. It lands in a puddle on its sideâ€¦ and there it stays. The camera was
allegedly found in one of the deepest areas of the Catacombs by other explorers some years later â€” but the
man who brought it down there was nowhere to be found. We have no idea what happened to him. The
timeline is equally hazy. According to the podcast Haunted Places, however, it occurred in The footage was
then found some years later â€” and as far as I know, the first time it was ever shown to the public was on Oct.
The voice you hear in it is that of Francis Freedland, the documentary filmmaker featured on the Scariest
Places On Earth episode who investigated the footage. Trouble is, it might not be real â€” despite the decades
those involved with it have spent insisting that it is. Not how the man disappeared, but whether he disappeared
at all. Remember the Dyatlov Pass incident? Research has found that disoriented people really do walk around
in circles without meaning to, while isolation â€” particularly in the dark â€” can boost our anxiety, cause our
mental performance to drop, and even prompt hallucinations. One study on sensory deprivation and isolation
conducted in the s was meant to last six weeks â€” but famously, its participants ended up being able to stand
the conditions for only a few days, thereby ending the experiment much sooner than anticipated. He may have
had isolation-induced anxiety; he may have been disoriented; and he may have hallucinated something chasing
him. I have questions, though â€” lots of them â€” and when I started asking them, the story began to crumble
under scrutiny. Many of my questions have to do with the source of the footage. First, who exactly are the
cataphiles that found it? Second, did Freedland bring the footage to the police? More than that, though, I have
to wonder about the conditions of the exploration in the first place: We know that entering these parts of the
catacombs is illegal. Would a major American television network really be okay with following and filming a
group of people engaging in explicitly illegal activity? Doing so might put the network in the way of legal
liability â€” which, generally, is something most television networks are eager to avoid. Still, though â€” most
major global newspapers have digitized their archives by now, so if there were anything there to find about
this story from the time it occurred, it would be relatively easy to locate. The complete footage â€” anything
beyond the minute and a half that appears in Scariest Places and was subsequently used in the Ghost
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Adventures special and other similar shows â€” does not appear ever to have been released to the public in
full. For example, after the airing of the first episode of the series , which featured a segment on the Villisca
Axe Murder House , the makers of the documentary Villisca: Living With A Mystery called the show out for
its overly-dramatic recreations of historical events and oversimplification of some of the details of the case;
then, when Scariest Places went to the Pine Barrens in New Jersey â€” a segment which aired during the same
episode as the one featuring the Paris Catacombs â€” the Jersey Devil research group that worked with the
show, the Devil Hunters , were less than flattering in their account of the filming of the episode. Triage
Entertainment, which produced Scariest Places, does not appear to have ever responded to these criticisms.
But Stillâ€¦ But even if I come down on the side of thinking the whole alleged disappearance is nothing but a
hoax, the bottom line is this:
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5: Catacombs of Rome and Early Martyrs
Selling their London home and buying a decaying rural pile in the wilds of the English countryside seems to Bill and
Alison Cavendish the perfect way to swap the stresses and strains of the city for a peaceful new life in the country, with
the added bonus of cash in the bank.

Rushdoony April 01, Crises reveal much about individuals, groups, and peoples. Certainly the true nature of
faith comes to the fore. We venerate ancestors, great men of faith, and national heroes who faced great
challenges with strong faith and character. Long after they are gone we draw from their strength. One of the
testimonies left by early Christians of Rome is the catacombs, vast networks of underground burial chambers
beneath Rome and some other cities. The catacombs are not just unusual because they are separate and
underground. They stand out as burial places for Roman Christians when the Romans almost universally
burned the bodies of their dead according to the Greek practice. The Roman Christians immediately rejected
this practice and carried over the Jewish respect shown for the remains of the dead. Their respectful treatment
of the dead reflected their respect for that promise. The early Christians did more than believe in the
resurrection of the body; they showed a reverence for the body as itself an heir to the victory over the "last
enemy," death 1 Cor. Christian Burial Christian burial was modeled after that of the Savior, which was itself
after "the manner of the Jews" Jn. The Hebrews had a traditional ritual treatment of the dead. It involved a
washing and a wrapping of the deceased in linen with aloes and myrrh. To economize on these ingredients was
considered as dishonoring to the dead. Huge amounts were used for prominent individuals. Eighty pounds of
spices were used for Rabbi Gamaliel, yet Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea showed their reverence for
Jesus by providing a hundred pounds of such spices Jn. For prominent persons, a large bed of spices was
burnt, the body later being laid in the remains 2 Chron. Found unworthy, the wicked Jehoram was denied this
honor 2 Chron. The body was clothed in either ordinary dress, linen cloth, or a shroud before being placed in a
burial chamber. In first century Jerusalem prior to A. Such "lamentations" were described in Mark 5: Thus, a
great number of people accompanied the widow of Nain as her only son was carried to his grave Lk. Likewise,
during the next few weeks, family paid frequent visits to the tomb of a loved one. When Jesus went to Bethany
after the burial of Lazarus, Mary rose to meet Him, having been told of His approach by her sister. Those
around her assumed that she was going to the grave to weep Jn. The early Christians followed the custom of
burying the dead even though this represented a considerable effort and expense and, in the case of the
Romans, a rejection of longstanding social practice. Augustine said that "the Holy Spirit has made use, as
instruments and vessels, for all good works" of the body of believers. Cremation was condemned as lacking
reverence and a practical denial of the belief in resurrection Christians were to profess. It was not without
cruel intent that many martyrs were denied burial by being burnt by their persecutors. It was perhaps thought
to deny them, or at least mock, a future hope in which the Christians were known to believe. By the fourth
century it was common for palm or olive branches to be carried in funeral processions as symbols of joy and
victory. Leaves of laurel and ivy were placed with the deceased as representations of immortality, and flowers
were scattered over the body. The Romans felt seeing a funeral was a bad omen so their ceremonies were held
at night. Christians, on the other hand, developed the funeral procession along the lines of a march of triumph.
The error of praying for the dead may have begun with prayers at the grave commending the dead to God. For
a time Roman Christians even abandoned the dress of mourning used by pagan Romans, instead expressing
their hope in the victory of eternal life by wearing clothing appropriate to a feast. Gradually the feelings of
loved ones caused a return to clothes of mourning. The death of believers was so integrated into the life of the
church that gravediggers were not regarded as common laborers, but as servants of the church. Some have
suggested the earliest Roman Christians may have first begun using rock quarries into which the Romans
sometimes dumped the bodies of slaves or executed criminals, though this has been rejected by other scholars.
It is universally recognized that the vast majority, if not all, of the extensive catacombs were dug by Christians
for their own use between the first and fifth centuries, corresponding to the times of earliest persecutions and
the onslaught of the barbarians. The original purpose of the catacombs was as burial chambers, where the
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believing dead were laid in tombs carved into the walls of the passages. Originally, these were closed by slabs
of rock or tiles. Some larger tombs apparently served as family vaults. None of the catacombs could have been
excavated or existed in secret. Land was purchased and used for these extensive projects, and, complying with
Roman law, they were placed outside the limits of the city as it existed at the time. They were named and
well-known for centuries. The Resurrection of the Dead Later, the catacombs were used as places of refuge in
times of persecution. The extent to which they were used as places of refuge was probably much more limited
than we tend to imagine. They did have the advantage of being labyrinths peculiarly familiar to Christians,
with countless hiding places in hundreds of miles of passageways. Certainly such a complex would have
discouraged pursuit by government officials. Inscriptions and symbols in the catacombs testify to the thinking
of the early Christians. Some are historical, and represent scenes from the Old Testament and the gospels.
There are symbolic images, including the lamb, the vine, the rock, the light, the fountain, and the lion. Most
frequently seen is the fish. The Holy Spirit is represented by a dove, the church by a ship often sailing near a
lighthouse , immortality by a peacock, and the resurrection by a phoenix. These symbols and the few
remaining inscriptions were also departures from the fatalism of Roman despair at death. The Christians
testified to their hope, peace, and sense of life in God. They became themselves places of worship in times of
persecution. With the living and the dead in close proximity for centuries, it is hard to image how later
generations could not have adopted a superstitious veneration for the remains and relics of martyrs. In order to
prevent increasing desecration, Pope Paul I removed many of the bones of martyrs and saints and distributed
them to churches and monasteries in the eighth century. Other popes did the same. More were removed by
Crusaders. Thus, the mere quantity of such relics in the Middle Ages need not cause us to doubt their
authenticity. The catacombs did not become secret and lost until the Middle Ages, being rediscovered by
clerics in and in the following century by scholars. It is easy to dismiss traditions, ceremonies, and symbolism
important to another historical era. It is more difficult, yet more edifying, to understand them as an
out-working of the very real faith of Christian brethren we will know only in eternity. Today, the catacombs
are empty. Still, they represent the power of the faith of the early church in the resurrection of the dead to
eternal life and its reverence for the promises of God. The testimony of these believers remains today for our
edification. May our acts and legacy to future generations be so enduring. He taught junior and senior high
classes in history, Bible, civics and economics at a Christian school in Virginia for three years before joining
the staff of Chalcedon in He was the Director of Chalcedon Christian School for 14 years while teaching full
time. He also helped tutor all of his children through high school. Chalcedon and its subsidiaries publish many
titles plus CDs, mp3s, and an extensive online archive at www. He was a contributing author to The Great
Christian Revolution He has spoken at numerous conferences and churches in the U. Mark Rushdoony lives
in Vallecito, California, his home of 40 years with his wife of 42 years and his youngest son. He has three
married children and eight grandchildren.
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6: Faith in the Catacombs
In the Catacombs Deep below the streets of Rome lie the ancient catacombs where early Christians buried their dead
and sustained hope for eternal life.

Precursors[ edit ] The Etruscans , like many other European people, used to bury their dead in underground
chambers. The original Roman custom was cremation, after which the burnt remains were kept in a pot,
ash-chest or urn, often in a columbarium. From about the 2nd century AD, inhumation burial of unburnt
remains became more fashionable, in graves or sarcophagi , often elaborately carved, for those who could
afford them. Christian catacombs[ edit ] The first large-scale catacombs in the vicinity of Rome were
excavated from the 2nd century onwards. They were carved through tufo , [2] a soft volcanic rock , outside the
walls of the city, because Roman law forbade burial places within city limits. The pagan custom was to
incinerate corpses, while early Christians and Jews buried the dead. Since most Christians and Jews at that
time belonged to the lower classes or were slaves, they usually lacked the resources to buy land for burial
purposes. Instead, networks of tunnels were dug in the deep layers of tufo which occurred naturally on the
outskirts of Rome. At first, these tunnels were probably not used for regular worship, but simply for burial
and, extending pre-existing Roman customs, for memorial services and celebrations of the anniversaries of
Christian martyrs. There are sixty known subterranean burial chambers in Rome. Names of the catacombs â€”
like St Calixtus and St Sebastian, which is alongside Via Appia â€” refer to martyrs that may have been buried
there. Narrow steps that descend as many as four stories join the levels. Passages are about 2. Burial niches
loculi were carved into walls. Then the chamber was sealed with a slab bearing the name, age and the day of
death. The fresco decorations provide the main surviving evidence for Early Christian art , and initially show
typically Roman styles used for decorating homes - with secular iconography adapted to a religious function.
The catacomb of Saint Agnes is a small church. Some families were able to construct cubicula which would
house various loculi and the architectural elements of the space would offer a support for decoration. Another
excellent place for artistic programs were the arcosolia. Decline and rediscovery[ edit ] The fish and loaves
fresco, Catacombs of San Callisto In , Christianity became a state religion. At first, many still desired to be
buried in chambers alongside the martyrs. However, the practice of catacomb burial declined slowly, and the
dead were increasingly buried in church cemeteries. Apparently Ostrogoths , Vandals and Lombards that
sacked Rome also violated the catacombs, presumably looking for valuables. By the 10th century catacombs
were practically abandoned, and holy relics were transferred to above-ground basilicas. In the intervening
centuries they remained forgotten until they were accidentally rediscovered in , after which Antonio Bosio
spent decades exploring and researching them for his Roma Sotterranea Archeologist Giovanni Battista de
Rossi â€” published the first extensive professional studies about catacombs. In and Italian authorities found
more catacombs near Rome. The catacombs have become an important monument of the early Christian
church. Today[ edit ] Currently, maintenance of the catacombs is in the hands of the papacy , which has
invested in the Salesians of Don Bosco the supervision of the Catacombs of St. Callixtus on the outskirts of
Rome. Responsibility for the Christian catacombs lies with the Pontifical Commission of Sacred Archaeology
Pontificia Commissione di Archeologia Sacra , which directs excavations and restorations. Study of the
catacombs is directed by the Pontifical Academy of Archaeology. Typology[ edit ] Roman catacombs are
made up of underground passages ambulacra , out of whose walls graves loculi were dug. These loculi,
generally laid out vertically pilae , could contain one or more bodies. A loculus large enough to contain two
bodies was referred to as a bisomus. Another type of burial, typical of Roman catacombs, was the arcosolium,
consisting of a curved niche, enclosed under a carved horizontal marble slab. Cubicula burial rooms
containing loculi all for one family and cryptae chapels decorated with frescoes are also commonly found in
catacomb passages. When space began to run out, other graves were also dug in the floor of the corridors these graves are called formae. List of catacombs in Rome[ edit ] The Roman catacombs, of which there are
forty in the suburbs, were built along the consular roads out of Rome, such as the Appian way, the via
Ostiense, the via Labicana, the via Tiburtina, and the via Nomentana. Their name refers to the Christian
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martyrs Marcellinus and Peter who, according to tradition, were buried here, near the body of St. Catacombs
of Domitilla[ edit ] Catacombs of Domitilla Close to the Catacombs of San Callisto are the large and
impressive Catacombs of Domitilla [4] named after Saint Domitilla , spread over 17 kilometres 11 miles of
underground caves. They are also the best preserved and one of the most extensive of all the catacombs.
Included in their passages are a 2nd-century fresco of the Last Supper and other valuable artifacts. Using laser
techniques, the team was able to penetrate the grime in order to reveal the frescoes on the ceilings of two
tombs of imperial grain merchants. The frescoes also depicted the transport of grain from around the
Mediterranean to Ostia. They discovered the images of Imperial grain merchants accompanied by two saints,
possibly the martyrs Nereus and Achilleus from the time of Diocletian. This enabled the dating of the frescoes
to the latter half of the fourth century. In the past, the basilica had become unsafe, and was abandoned in the
9th century. It was rediscovered in , and much of it was reconstructed in In the beginning of , [8] at the
request of the Vatican, the Divine Word Missionaries , a Roman Catholic Society of priests and Brothers,
assumed responsibility as administrator of St. They originally held the relics of Saints Felix and Adauctus.
Catacombs of Generosa[ edit ] Located on the Campana Road, these catacombs are said to have been the
resting place, perhaps temporarily, of Simplicius, Faustinus and Beatrix , Christian Martyrs who died in Rome
during the Diocletian persecution or They consist of a vast underground burial area, at first in pagan then in
Christian use, housing various tombs of Christian martyrs. In the oldest parts of the complex may be found the
" cubiculum of the coronation", with a rare depiction for that period of Christ being crowned with thorns, and
a 4th-century painting of Susanna and the old men in the allegorical guise of a lamb and wolves. Catacombs of
Priscilla[ edit ] The Catacomb of Priscilla, situated at the Via Salaria across from the Villa Ada , probably
derives its name from the name of the landowner on whose land they were built. They are looked after by the
Benedictine nuns of Priscilla. It takes its name from the deacon Saint Callixtus , proposed by Pope Zephyrinus
in the administration of the same cemetery - on his accession as pope, he enlarged the complex, that quite soon
became the official one for the Roman Church. Catacombs of San Lorenzo[ edit ] Built into the hill beside San
Lorenzo fuori le Mura , these catacombs are said to have been the final resting place of St. Sixtus also
redecorated the shrine in the catacomb and was buried there. San Pancrazio Established underneath the San
Pacrazio basilica which was built by Pope Symmachus on the place where the body of the young martyr Saint
Pancras , or Pancratius, had been buried. In the 17th century, it was given to the Discalced Carmelites , who
completely remodeled it. The catacombs house fragments of sculpture and pagan and early Christian
inscriptions. Catacombs of San Sebastiano One of the smallest Christian cemeteries, this has always been one
of the most accessible catacombs and is thus one of the least preserved of the four original floors, the first is
almost completely gone. On the left hand end of the right hand wall of the nave of the primitive basilica,
rebuilt in on ancient remains, arches to end the middle of the nave of the actual church, built in the 13th
century, are visible, along with the outside of the apse of the Chapel of the Relics; whole and fragmentary
collected sarcophagi mostly of 4th century date were found in excavations. One then arrives at the restored
crypt of S. From here one reaches a platform, under which is a sandstone cavity ad catacumbas which once
may have been named "ad catacumbas", thus giving this and all other tombs of this type their name. The
second, called by some "tomb of the Innocentiores" a burial club which owned it , has a refined stucco ceiling,
Latin inscriptions in Greek characters, and a graffito with the initials of the Greek words for " Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Saviour ". A room called the "Triglia" rises from the platform, roughly in the middle of the
basilica and cut into from above by the present basilica. This covered room was used for funereal banquets;
the plastered walls have hundreds of graffiti by the devotees at these banquets, carved in the second half of the
3rd to the beginnings of the 4th century, with appeals to the apostles Peter and Paul. From the "Trigilia" one
passed into an ancient ambulatory, which turns around into an apse: From here one descends into the
"Platonica", a construction at the rear of the basilica that was long believed to have been the temporary resting
place for Peter and Paul, but was in fact as proved by excavation a tomb for the martyr Quirinus , bishop of
Sescia in Pannonia , whose remains were brought here in the 5th century. To the right of the "Platonica" is the
chapel of Honorius III , adapted as the vestibule of the mausoleum, with interesting 13th-century paintings of
Peter and Paul, the Crucifixion, saints, the Massacre of the Innocents , Madonna and Child , and other
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subjects. On the left is an apsidal mausoleum with an altar built against the apse: Catacombs of via Anapo[
edit ] On the via Salaria , the Catacombs of via Anapo are datable to the end of the 3rd or the beginning of the
4th century, and contain diverse frescoes of biblical subjects. Jewish catacombs[ edit ] There are six known
Jewish catacombs in Rome, two of which are open to the public: Vigna Randanini and Villa Torlonia. The
Jewish catacombs were discovered in , and archaeological excavations continued for twelve years. The
structure has two entrances, one on via Syracuse and the other inside Villa Torlonia. There are almost a
century of epitaphs, but these do not show any examples of a particular relief, beyond some rare frescoes
showing the classic Jewish religious symbols. The other catacombs are not open to the public because of the
instability of their structure and the presence of radon. Gallery of paintings from the catacombs of Rome[ edit
] See also[ edit ] Antonio Bosio , c.
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7: Back to the Catacombs | A Russian Orthodox Church Website
Life in the catacombs; Una muestra sobre la historia de Barracas, Buenos A story of Lares, the ancient deities for
housesÂ´ ENR www.enganchecubano.com Call for projects in USA; Roman dedicatory and ephemeral verses on the
built Museo del Bicentenario, Buenos Aires; Is Seal BeachÂ´s pier for handicapped? Center for Visual Arts in
Colchester.

Food, friendly people, ancient history, ruins to explore, and that fashionable vibe that only comes from being
in Italy overall. Of course, not everything is always what it seems, and whilst you might be more au fait with
what Rome is famous for on the ground, have you ever given much thought to what lies beneath the surface of
the land? Rome is famous for its underground catacombs; miles upon miles of ancient burial chambers which
date as far back as the 2nd Century AD. And you thought Rome was all about football, pizza, and gladiator
arenas! A catacomb is a network of underground tunnels which were used years ago to bury their dead. Instead
of cremating or burying in what we now have, e. This is because the early Christians considered it wrong to
cremate the dead, and therefore they took to building tunnels under the ground, simply because above the
ground there was a huge lack of space. The ancient burial chambers are all the property of the Catholic
Church, and no-one is allowed to go into a chamber and explore it without express permission from the
Vatican. You might be wondering why the catacombs in Rome are so important, but the ones here are thought
to be some of the longest and the oldest in the world, spreading out in all directions. As time went on, and
more people died and needed to be buried, the chambers grew massively, and this is because people wanted to
be buried close to their religious saints and leaders. As the land grew overcrowded, as time went on, so did the
catacombs! Whilst you might be thinking that these are gruesome and rather gory places to visit, the reality is
actually quite different. There are countless pieces of early Christian art to be found in the catacombs, and the
fact you are surrounded by history this old really is a reason to head underground and explore the mystery.
There are many walking tours around Rome which take you to some of the main sites, as well as some of the
most famous catacombs too â€” this is a great way to find out more, because you get the help of a guide. This
particular catacomb is actually outside the city walls, because it was actually forbidden to bury the dead within
the city walls prior to this. This particular catacomb is also super-easy to get to, and there are three main
catacombs to explore â€” you will need to buy a ticket for each one separately. Catacombs of St Callixtus This
is the biggest of all the Roman catacombs in the city, and for that reason it is very well visited. Some of the
most notable parts to visit include the Crypt of Nine Popes, as well as some of the most famous early Christian
art in the city. Bear in mind that the catacombs are closed on Wednesday and throughout February. Catacombs
of St Domitilla This is the oldest, and to get into the catacombs you need to enter a beautiful church, dating
back to the 4th century. This particular location is closed during January and also on Tuesdays, so do bear that
in mind. This is definitely one for those who want to appreciate true history and mystery. Capuchin Crypt If
you want to be spooked out a little, this is the place to go! Located in the centre of historic Rome, you will
find the Capuchin Church of the Immaculate Conception, and beneath you will find the Capuchin Crypt. This
catacomb dates back to and holds the bones of around monks â€” some of these are set into patterns! Visiting
the Rome Catacombs is a must on any tour in Italy. Remember to check out opening and closing times before
deciding on your location, as these do vary, and be ready to explore what lies beneath!
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8: CATACOMBS OF ANCIENT ROME
The historic underground catacombs are the final resting place of millions of Parisians. SBoyd/ Flickr The Paris
Catacombs have their origins in the limestone quarries situated on the outskirts of the city.

Situated twenty metres below ground, the ossuary contains the remains of millions of Parisians, transferred
there gradually between the late eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries as graveyards were being closed
because of the risk they posed to public health. In the long maze of dark galleries and narrow passages, visitors
can see a tableau of death with bones arranged in a macabre display of high Romantic taste. This unusual site
movingly brings the history of the Parisian people back to life and takes visitors on a timeless journey.
Forty-five million years ago, Paris and the surrounding area were covered by a tropical sea. Dozens of metres
of sediment accumulated on the sea bed, forming over lime the limestone deposits visible in the Catacombs
today. Geologists worldwide call this period in the history of the world the Lutetian period, alter Lutetia, the
Gallo-Roman name for Paris. During the Revolution, people were buried directly in the Catacombs, including
members of the Swiss Guard killed in the storming of the Tuileries palace on 10 August and victims of the
massacres in September The remains of victims of the guillotine transferred there from their original burial
pits include Lavoisier - , Madame Elisabeth - , Camille and Lucile Desmoulins - and - , Danton - and
Robespierre - Key dates 4 April The City of Paris Quarries Inspectorate is currently working on this project.
Blessing and consecration of the former Tombe-Issoire quarries, which became the ossuary known as the
Catacombs. Transfer of bones from other Parisian parish graveyards to the Catacombs. The final transfer of
bones takes place during the urban regeneration work carried out by Haussmann. Catacombs officially become
part of the Carnavalet - History of Paris Museum. The Catacombs reopen after three months of work, notably
in the Port-Mahon gallery, which has been closed since Key figures and facts 20 metres: The depth of the
Catacombs, equivalent to a five-story building The total number of steps during the tour to go down and 83 to
reach the exit 2 kilometres: The distance covered by the tour 45 minutes: The constant temperature in the
Catacombs 11, sq. The surface area of the ossuary metres:
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9: Domitilla catacombs unveiled after years of renovation
Dearest Reader, It is with heavy hearts that we inform you: Vacuity has decided to disband. Some things are realized
rather than rationally decided.

Several were built for Jews also. The catacombs were used for both memorial services and internment of the
dead. All catacombs were outside the walls of the city, as there was a law forbidding the burial of bodies
within the precincts of Rome. The sixty known principal Christian catacombs, can be found mainly along the
Appian Way. The Roman catacombs date from the end of the second to the early fifth century A. The Jewish
catacombs may predate Christian catacombs by about years. Some of the catacombs were built on four levels
connecting a enormous system of galleries and linking passages with steep, narrow steps. Bodies of the
deceased were placed in niches, 16 to 24 inches high by 47 to 59 inches long cut from the wall of soft tufa
rock. The bodies were fully clothed, wrapped in linen and sprinkled with ointments to offset the decaying odor
and sealed with a slab inscribed with the name of the deceased, date of death and a religious symbol. A
plethora of beautiful colored frescos on the walls and part of the vaulted ceilings of the Jewish catacombs
include the seven-branched menora, shofar, ark with the law tablets, etrog, lulav, circumcision knife, cruse of
oil and matzot. The catacombs of St. Callixtus are among the greatest and most important of Rome. They
originated about the middle of the second century and are part of a cemeterial complex which occupies an area
of 90 acres, with a network of galleries about 12 miles long, in four levels, more than twenty meters deep. In it
were buried tens of martyrs, 16 popes and very many Christians. They are named after the deacon Callixtus
who, at the beginning of the third century, was appointed by pope Zephyrinus as the administrator of the
cemetery and so the catacombs of St. Callixtus became the official cemetery of the Church of Rome. On four
tombstones, near the name of the pope, there is the title of "bishop", since the Pope was regarded as the head
of the Church of Rome, and on two of them there is the Greek abbreviation of MPT for "Martyr". Caius were
found in the "Papal Crypt" in the Catacomb of St. Here are the names of the five popes: Pontianus, Antherus,
Fabian, Lucius and Eutichian. The Christian religion developed rapidly in Rome and all over the world since
the 1st century, owing to its being original and suitable for all mankind; but this was also due to the testimony
of fervour, of brotherly love and of charity shown by the Christians towards everybody. The Roman
authorities were at first indifferent to the new religion, yet very soon, incited also by the people showed
themselves hostile to it, because the Christians refused to worship the ancient pagan deities of Rome, as well
as the emperor. The Christians were accused of disloyalty to their fatherland, of atheism, of hatred towards
mankind, of hidden crimes, such as incest, infanticide and ritual cannibalism; likewise they were held
responsible for all natural calamities, such as plagues, floods, famines, etc. The first three centuries constitute
the age of Martyrs, which ended in with the edict of Milan, by which the emperors Constantine and Licinius
gave freedom to the Church. The persecution was not always continuous and universal, nor equally cruel and
bloody. Periods of persecution were followed by periods of relative peace. Christians faced persecution with
courage, a very large percentage with heroism, but they did not submit to it without opposition. They defended
themselves with great strength by confuting the accusations of those crimes as being false and groundless and
by producing the contents of their faith What we believe and describing their identity What we are. In the
"Apologies" "defences" , prepared by the Christian writers of the time, and often addressed to the emperors,
the Christians protested vigorously against their being condemned unjustly, without being known and without
being convicted. According to the Apologies, the principle of the senatorial law "Non licet vos esse- you have
no right to exist" is unjustifiable and unlawful, because Christians are honest citizens, respectful of laws, loyal
to the emperor, hard-working and exemplary both in their private and public life. In the catacombs we can
check the evidence of the wonderful life of Christians, as it is described by the Apologists. We have included
below some passages of their defence. Nero Era Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus recorded information
pertaining to Jesus, thus removing the only supporting source for His existence as being in the New
Testament. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of
Tiberious at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus

Page 16

LIFE IN THE CATACOMBS pdf
checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome,
where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their center and become popular.
Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then upon their information, an immense
multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of
every sort was added to their deaths, Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or
were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when
daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a show in the circus, while
he mingled with the people in the dress of charioteer or stood aloft on a car. This is the prison diary of an
extraordinary young woman martyered in Carthage in or AD. A number of young catechumens were arrested,
Revocatus and his fellow slave Felicitas, Saturninus and Secundulus, and with them Vibia Perpetua, a newly
married woman of good family and upbringing. Her mother and father were still alive and one of her two
brothers was a catechumen like herself. She was about twenty-two years old and had an infant son at the
breast. Now from this point on the entire account of her ordeal is her own, according to her own ideas and in
the way that she herself wrote it down. While we were still under arrest she said my father out of love for me
was trying to persuade me and shake my resolution. And I told him: But he left it at that and departed,
vanquished along with his diabolical arguments. For a few days afterwards I gave thanks to the Lord that I was
separated from my father, and I was comforted by his absence. During these few days I was baptized, and I
was inspired by the Spirit not to ask for any other favour after the water but simply the perseverance of the
flesh. A few days later we were lodged in the prison; and I was terrified, as I had never before been in such a
dark hole. What a difficult time it was! With the crowd the heat was stifling; then there was the extortion of
the soldiers; and to crown all, I was tortured with worry for my baby there. Then Tertius and Pomponius, those
blessed deacons who tried to take care of us, bribed the soldiers to allow us to go to a better part of the prison
to refresh ourselves for a few hours. Everyone then left that dungeon and shifted for himself. I nursed my
baby, who was faint from hunger. In my anxiety I spoke to my mother about the child, I tried to comfort my
brother, and I gave the child in their charge. I was in pain because I saw them suffering out of pity for me.
These were the trials I had to endure for many days. Then I got permission for my baby to stay with me in
prison. At once I recovered my health, relieved as I was of my worry and anxiety over the child. My prison
had suddenly become a palace, so that I wanted to be there rather than anywhere else. Then my brother said to
me: And so I said: I saw a ladder of tremendous height made of bronze, reaching all the way to the heavens,
but it was so narrow that only one person could climb up at a time. To the sides of the ladder were attached all
sorts of metal weapons: At the foot of the ladder lay a dragon of enormous size, and it would attack those who
tried to climb up and try to terrify them from doing so. And Saturus was the first to go up, he who was later to
give himself up of his own accord. He had been the builder of our strength, although he was not present when
we were arrested. And he arrived at the top of the staircase and he looked back and said to me: But take care;
do not let the dragon bite you. Then, using it as my first step, I trod on his head and went up. And standing
around him were many thousands of people clad in white garments. He raised his head, looked at me, and
said: And all those who stood around said: I at once told this to my brother, and we realized that we would
have to suffer, and that from now on we would no longer have any hope in this life. A few days later there was
a rumour that we were going to be given a hearing. My father also arrived from the city, worn with worry, and
he came to see me with the idea of persuading me. Do not abandon me to be the reproach of men. Think of
your brothers, think of your mother and your aunt, think of your child, who will not be able to live once you
are gone. Give up your pride! You will destroy all of us! None of us will ever be able to speak freely again if
anything happens to you. With tears in his eyes he no longer addressed me as his daughter but as a woman. I
tried to comfort him saying: One day while we were eating breakfast we were suddenly hurried off for a
hearing. We arrived at the forum, and straight away the story went about the neighbourhood near the forum
and a huge crowd gathered. All the others when questioned admitted their guilt. Then, when it came my turn,
my father appeared with my son, dragged me from the step, and said: Offer the sacrifice for the welfare of the
emperors. I felt sorry for father, just as if I myself had been beaten. I felt sorry for his pathetic old age. Then
Hilarianus passed sentence on all of us: But my baby had got used to being nursed at the breast and to staying
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with me in prison. So I sent the deacon Pomponius straight away to my father to ask for the baby. But father
refused to give him over. But as God willed, the baby had no further desire for the breast, nor did I suffer any
inflammation; and so I was relieved of any anxiety for my child and of any discomfort in my breasts. Some
days later, an adjutant named Pudens, who was in charge of the prison, began to show us great honour,
realizing that we possessed some great power within us. And he began to allow many visitors to see us for our
mutual comfort. Now the day of the contest was approaching, and my father came to see me overwhelmed
with sorrow. He started tearing the hairs from his beard and threw them on the ground; he then threw himself
on the ground and began to curse his old age and to say such words as would move all creation. I felt sorry for
his unhappy old age.
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