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In the late s, a new group of violent anticapitalist terrorists revived the name Red Brigades and killed a number
of professors and government officials. In the first English edition of a book that has won critical acclaim and
major prizes in Italy, Alessandro Orsini contends that the dominant logic of the Red Brigades was essentially
eschatological, focused on purifying a corrupt world through violence. Only through revolutionary terror,
Brigadists believed, could humanity be saved from the putrefying effects of capitalism and imperialism.
Through a careful study of all existing documentation produced by the Red Brigades and of all existing
scholarship on the Red Brigades, Orsini reconstructs a worldview that can be as seductive as it is horrifying.
Orsini has devised a micro-sociological theory that allows him to reconstruct the group dynamics leading to
political homicide in extreme-left and neonazi terrorist groups. This "subversive-revolutionary feedback
theory" states that the willingness to mete out and suffer death depends, in the last analysis, on how far the
terrorist has been incorporated into the revolutionary sect. Orsini makes clear that this political-religious
concept of historical development is central to understanding all such self-styled "purifiers of the world. The
"Leninist-Reformist" Party 5. Portrait of a Red Brigadist Appendix: Red Brigades and Black Brigades A Note
on Method Index Anatomy of the Red Brigades "Anatomy of the Red Brigades successfully fills a gap in the
scholarship by looking at a religious mindset when examining a form of terrorism that is not intrinsically
connected to religion. It takes a special sort of mind to prepare to kill large numbers of people on the basis of
highly speculative political analysis. Even in a context of academic study, his talent is that of describing
everything with great clarity, producing an analysis executed in a plain language which avoids any erudite
intellectualism. The book has at least two further merits. The book closes with a chapter devoted to the
right-wing Black Brigades of the Seventies, but we are sure it can facilitate the understanding of terrorism as a
cultural phenomenon even in its new modern forms, namely those that stretch their tragic and criminal reach
into our daily lives. The Red Brigades were one of the most important terrorist groups in modern history.
Alessandro Orsini has made an enormous scholarly contribution that explains why. This book is captivating in
its accounts, rich in its analysis, and profoundly important as an outstanding analysis of one of the bloodiest
terrorist groups of the twentieth century. Alessandro Orsini has written an important and original work that
sheds new light on understanding the modern terrorist mind-set in general and the motivations of the Red
Brigades specifically. His work thus makes a significant contribution to the literature on terrorists and
terrorism. It is this possibility that Alessandro Orsini examines in this extraordinarily well-researched and
well-documented book. Orsini has discovered that the terrorist mind-set always exists just below the surface,
is difficult to cope with, is difficult to change, is irrational, and is likely to resurface at any time under
conditions we cannot predict. Anatomy of the Red Brigades is a tour de force of intellectual history and a
major attempt to explain both the Italian experience with terrorism and terrorism in general.
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Their agenda to destabilize the country and separate Italy from the Western Alliance included robberies,
kidnappings, assassinations, and arson. Their objective was to use the MPC as a means to radicalize workers
and students towards Marxist-Leninist ideas. The Red Brigades was immediately created to concentrate on
that objective. The presence of the BR was first felt from the many attacks they carried out on the symbols of
capitalism. They burned the personal vehicles of company directors and damaged company property. They
were known to firebomb warehouses and factories. They abducted business executives and right-wing officials
of the trade union, who were later released. The group was influential. In December , the BR kidnapped the
personnel director of the Fiat automobile company. Fiat was forced to reinstate the employment of laid-off
workers in order to secure his release. They held him for thirty-five days, until the government agreed to a
prisoner exchange. However, after the release of the judge, the authorities did not follow through with their
end of the bargain. A violent revenge was later carried out against the judge responsible for canceling the
prisoner exchange. The BR murdered two party officials who put up resistance. The summer and autumn of
saw the capture of many of the leaders of the BR, including Curcio. With Curcio in jail, his wife, Mara Cagol,
took over leadership of the organization. In February , the BR succeeded in freeing Curcio. In May , three
members of the BR carried out the first of their trademark "kneecappings," by shooting Christian Democrat
lawyer Massimo de Cairolis in the leg. Beginning that spring, violent attacks by the BR were commonplace. A
month later, in June, Cagol was killed in a gun battle with the elite Italian police, the Carabinieri. Curcio and
several other BR leaders were taken back into police custody in January While their court cases were getting
underway in Turin, members of the Red Brigades continued to carry out murders. They planned to sabotage
the trials being held for the BR members. First, the BR threatened all lawyers working on the proceedings.
With the murder of two policemen, the trial was halted, due to the inability of the court to keep the right
number of judges on the panel. A second trial was begun with 8, armed men surrounding the court-house.
Attacks against individuals in the media whom the BR claimed were enemies, were carried out in The Red
Brigades capped the knees of three conservative journalists. The BR accused them of spreading lies about the
group. The kidnapping and murder of former Prime Minister Aldo Moro in is considered one of the most
notorious actions carried out by the Red Brigade. At the time, Moro was the leader of the ruling Christian
Democratic Party and had facilitated a compromise leading to the formation of the first Italian government to
be actively supported by the Communist Party. The authorities stepped up their operations against the Red
Brigades in This caused further escalation in the knee-capping and murders of important Italian figures. The
number of violent attacks in Italy reached a record 2, in In , the government adopted strict measures to try to
catch terrorists, as they were labeled. This included automatic life sentences for the murder of a public official
and the allowing of interrogation without the presence of a lawyer. A decision gave reduced sentences to
extremists who cooperated with police. These informants were called "pentiti," and are said to have brought
about the final decline of the BR. The biggest break for police came with the capture of Giovanni Senzani, a
respected professor of Criminology at the University of Florence. Many informers claimed he was the real
leader of the Red Brigades. An informer revealed to police the address where Dozier was being held. Curcio
married Mara Cagol, also a radical. They moved to Milan, where they began to assemble other zealots who
would eventually form the base of the Red Brigades. Curcio was put in prison for the second time in He was
freed in He was a respected criminology professor at the University of Florence and had also worked at the
University of California at Berkeley. For a period, Senzani was also a criminology consultant for the Italian
government. After his arrest, many other Red Brigades began turning themselves in and became informers.
This led to even more raids and arrests of BR members. This caused the BR to lose the large following they
previously had. However, they continued to murder and maim. By , though, their attacks on politicians,
professors, and military advisors became much more sporadic. As the Red Brigades rapidly declined as a
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militant force, they began to link up with other European militant groups in promoting the Palestinian cause.
The Red Brigades continued to murder through the s, but on a much-reduced scale. The final assassination was
that of an advisor to the Christian Democrats , in Trials of Red Brigades members carried over into the s.
There has been evidence that a new Red Brigades has formed. In , nine suspected Red Brigades members were
arrested in Rome, following an investigation of the murder of a labor consultant, Marco Biagi. Biagi was
reportedly targeted for his help in drafting laws to make it easier to fire workers. The recent Red Brigades
claimed responsibility for the Biagi killing and the murder of another labor advisor, which they say they did
on behalf of the Combatant Communist Party. Investigations into the new Red Brigades uncovered guns,
pounds of explosives, detonators, fake identity cards, and police uniforms at a house in an eastern suburb of
Rome. Of the nine arrested members, many had normal jobs and were considered to be normal law-abiding
citizens by their neighbors. One of them was killed. The Bolsheviks, who were led by Lenin and Trotsky and
who fought to establish communism in Russia, were one of the role models of the BR. The BR was part of the
Italian revolutionary left that developed at the time when a divide within the left-leaning political parties had
formed. It was these differences that shaped party activists, Italian intellect, and eventually the extremists. At
the time, the far left in Italy followed one of two trends. First, there were those Marxist-Leninists who placed
emphasis on the doctrine of Lenin, which stated that the organization of political parties was most important.
To the AO mind-set, political awareness was important for reaching the essential stage in the revolutionary
process when the party could play an important role. The BR thought of their organization as being related to
the approach of the AO. The BR was not a party, but rather an armed avant-garde group working with the
laborers to form a party. One very important ideological leader for the Italian radical left, accepted by both
left-wing student activists and the intellects, was Antonio Negri, a professor at the University of Padua. Negri
legitimized the use of shooting, arson, and other criminal behavior as tools for breaking down the structure of
the capitalist economy. Negri was arrested and put on trial by Italian authorities, but his direct involvement in
the criminal activity he legitimized was never proved. In the first four or five years of its existence, BR
focused their activities in Milan and Turin. They concentrated on what was happening in factories, where
social disparities and labor disputes were obvious. They first targeted the far right and then began armed
assistance for trade unionists. The second stage of BR activity began to focus more on the state. They began
working outside of factories and began to earn national recognition. As security forces were cracking down on
the group, they had to focus less on the movement of the masses, and increase their secrecy. The group
published a document describing its immediate strategic goals in Its stated plan was to weaken the central
government of Italy and cause its political disintegration. In , the BR moved to their most violent period, when
their almost daily attacks, or campaigns, took on different themes. The idea being to collapse the system. The
BR was acting in the context of a larger movement of political protestâ€”feminist movement, protests against
transport price hikes, and others. It became clear how the group was managed, how it recruited, and how
members were trained. Each of the brigades had an independent chain of command. At the very top of the BR
was the Strategic Direction, made up of representatives from each column. Under the Strategic Direction, the
second level of leadership, the Executive Committee, implemented the decisions and plans developed by the
Strategic Direction. Within the different columns, there were two types of members. Those called regulars
went underground, working only with their particular brigade. Irregulars were those who pursued normal
careers but worked secretly for the Red Brigades. In addition to ideology, both groups share the same symbol,
a five-pointed star inside a circle.
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Members sabotaged factory equipment and broke into factory offices and trade union headquarters. In , they
carried out their first kidnapping: Although there has been an attempt to demonstrate a link between the Red
Brigades and foreign communist State Security Services, nothing has been proved and such an idea has always
been rejected by all the militants that after years of prison decided to speak their truth in books, interviews etc.
However, according to the BR leaders, the BR received support from a large number of people and this would
be the reason for such a long existence of a military structure that counted a few hundred "effective members".
The arrest was made possible by "Frate Mitra", alias Silvano Girotto, a former monk who had infiltrated the
BR for the Italian security services. The Red Brigades then operated some high-profile political kidnappings e.
Expansion and radicalization[ edit ] This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed. October Learn how and when to remove this template message After , the Red Brigades expanded
into Rome , Genoa , and Venice , their numbers grew drastically and began to diversify in its criminal
ventures. Bank robberies, kidnappings, drugs and arms trafficking were the major crimes. Its manifesto stated
that its goal was a "concentrated strike against the heart of the State, because the state is an imperialist
collection of multinational corporations". In , the Italian police discovered the farmhouse where industrialist
Vallarino Gancia was kept prisoner by the Brigades Cascina Spiotta. That following April, the Red Brigades
announced that they had set up a Communist Combatant Party to "guide the working class. Amongst jurists,
Professor Fausto Cuocolo was also attacked in , during an exam at University of Genoa: The Government
refused to negotiate with the captors, while Italian political forces took either a hard line "linea della
fermezza" or a more pragmatic approach "linea del negoziato". From his captivity, Moro sent letters to his
family, to his political friends and to the Pope , pleading for a negotiated outcome. After holding Moro for 54
days, the Brigades realized that the Government would not negotiate and, fearful of being discovered, decided
to kill their prisoner. They placed him in a car and told him to cover himself with a blanket. Mario Moretti
then shot him eleven times in the chest. Moretti wrote in Brigate Rosse: Original founder Alberto Franceschini
wrote that the imprisoned members did not understand why Moro had been chosen as a target. The murder of
a popular political figure also drew condemnation from other Italian left-wing militant formations and even
the imprisoned ex-leaders of the Brigades. The Brigades suffered a loss of support. A crucial turning point was
the murder, in , of Guido Rossa, a member of the PCI and a trade union organizer. Rossa had observed the
distribution of BR propaganda and had reported those involved to the police. He was shot and killed by the
Brigades; this attack against a popular trade union organiser proved disastrous, totally alienating the factory
worker base to which BR propaganda was primarily directed. Also, Italian police made a large number of
arrests in The best-known collaboratore di giustizia was Patrizio Peci, one of the leaders of the Turin
"column". Negri was charged with a number of offences including leadership of the Red Brigades,
masterminding the kidnapping and murder of Aldo Moro and plotting to overthrow the government. No link
was ever established between Negri and the Red Brigades and almost all of the charges against him including
17 murders were dropped within months of his arrest due to lack of evidence. In the ss, a Commission headed
by senator Giovanni Pellegrino investigated acts of terrorism in Italy during the " Years of Lead ", while
various judicial investigations also took place, headed by Guido Salvini and other magistrates. The men
kidnapped General Dozier and left his wife bound and chained in their apartment. Dozier was the first
American general to be kidnapped by insurgents and the first foreigner kidnapped by the Red Brigades. The
Red Brigades held Brigadier General Dozier for 42 days until 28 January , when a team of NOCS a special
operations unit of the Italian police successfully carried out his rescue from an apartment in Padua , without
firing a shot, capturing the entire terrorist cell. The guard, Ugo Milani [17] , assigned to kill General Dozier in
the event of a rescue attempt did not do so, and was overwhelmed by the rescuing force. Simone de Beauvoir
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had also written a letter to Mastelloni, which has been kept in juridical archives. Mulinaris had been
imprisoned on a charge of assisting the BR. In the same year, Curcio, Moretti, Iannelli and Bertolazzi, rejected
the armed struggle as pointless. In the s, the arrests rate increased in Italy, including that of Senzani in and of
Balzerani in After that, the group activities all but ended after massive arrests of its leadership. The BR
dissolved themselves in Mitterrand doctrine In some Italian members living in France returned to Italy. In ,
however, Paris extradited Paolo Persichetti , an ex-member of the Red Brigades who was teaching sociology,
signaling for the first time a departure from the " Mitterrand doctrine ". In the s decade , requests by Italian
Justice for extradition from France involved several leftist activists, including Antonio Negri , Cesare Battisti ,
and others. While leftists had mostly fled to France, many neofascist activists involved in the strategy of
tension, such as Vincenzo Vinciguerra or Stefano Delle Chiaie , fled to Spain; Delfo Zorzi, condemned for the
Piazza Fontana bombing, was granted asylum and citizenship in Japan, while others fled to Argentina in
particular Augusto Canchi, wanted by Italian justice for his role in the Bologna massacre. Most political forces
oppose it and, in particular, the associations of victims of terrorism and their family members [27] are
adamantly against it. Later assassinations[ edit ] A new group, with few links, if any, with the old BR,
appeared in the late s. On 3 March , two followers, Mario Galesi and Nadia Desdemona Lioce, started a
firefight with a police patrol on a train at Castiglion Fiorentino station, near Arezzo. Galesi and Emanuele
Petri one of the policemen were killed, Lioce was arrested. On the other hand, BR founder Alberto
Franceschini declared after his release from an year prison term that "The BR continue to exist because we
never proceeded to their funeral", calling for truth from every involved party in order to be able to turn the
page. A majority of the murders were politically motivated, though a number of assassinations of random
police and carabinieri officers took place, as well as a number of murders occurring during criminal ventures
such as bank robberies and kidnappings. This was one of several contributing factors in ending the covert
relationship that the Italian Communist Party had with the KGB culminating with a total break in
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Share via Email Aldo Moro in a photograph released by the Red Brigades during his captivity, before his
murder on May 9 AP Fourteen ceremonial wreaths were ranged along the wall in Via Caetani this morning, in
tribute to Aldo Moro, the president of the Christian Democrat party DC , whose bullet-riddled body was
abandoned there in the back of a red Renault 4, three decades ago. Moro was kidnapped as he was being
driven to parliament for the inauguration of a new government on the morning of March 16 Both the
superpowers, locked in a struggle for global domination, opposed the development. Journalistic exploration of
the Moro tragedy - possibly the most traumatic intervention in the democratic process of a major western
power - has re-ploughed much familiar ground and turned up little of significance. Italians remain divided as
to whether the leftwing revolutionaries of the Red Brigades were an autonomous native phenomenon or
danced to the tune of American or Soviet secret service pipers. It is based in large part on the accounts of
arrested Red Brigade members, who were generally more interested in covering up the responsibilities of
as-yet unidentified accomplices than a truthful rewriting of history. The existence of embarrassing
international contacts was probably unknown to many of the terrorists and impossible to admit for others. The
media had largely failed to investigate the case, he said, because journalists were intent on "censorship and
manipulation on behalf of the powerful". A possible solution would be the creation of a truth and
reconciliation commission, along the lines adopted in South Africa. The idea was put forward today by Guido
Salvini, a Milan judge with long experience of investigating both left- and rightwing terrorism. Witnesses
would be encouraged to testify by a promise of impunity both for themselves and others they might identify.
An indication of some of the gaps that remain emerges from an interview with the former governor of the
maximum security prison on the island of Asinara. Luigi Cardullo told Panorama magazine that bugged
conversations between Red Brigade prisoners showed the organisation was in contact with a leftwing member
of parliament, a woman eminent in the world of culture and a magistrate working at the justice ministry. The
tapes were covered by state secrecy and withheld from the judiciary and Cardullo found himself under
investigation for corruption and fraud, a judicial saga that dragged on for 22 years. Cardullo attributed his
judicial persecution and the killing by the Red Brigades of several of his allies at the justice ministry to the
delicacy of what he had discovered and shared with General Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa, a carabiniere officer
in charge of prison security who would later be assassinated by the mafia. A level that was not supposed to be
even touched," he told the magazine. His death is one of many in which the identity of the perpetrators and
their motives have remained at least partly obscure. Many Italians remain convinced that he and others died as
a result of a complex conspiracy underpinning the prosecution of the cold war in Italy, a hotly-contested
territory containing the largest Communist party in western Europe. And few believe it will ever be fully
unravelled. Isolated within society, hostile to a firmly entrenched rightwing government and with no
connection to the institutions of democratic life, the path of the gun may appear an attractive option once again
for a tiny hardline minority. The absence of any prospect of victory has rarely discouraged those who are
prepared to take life in the name of a political idea.
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Anatomy of the Red Brigades is a tour de force of intellectual history and a major attempt to explain both the Italian
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Giovanni Senzani was considered the main leader of the Red Brigades during the peak of their violent campaign. He
was a respected criminology professor at the University of Florence and had also worked at the University of California
at Berkeley.

8: Anatomy of the Red Brigades : Alessandro Orsini :
The Red Brigades (Italian: Brigate Rosse [briËˆÉ¡ate Ëˆrosse], often abbreviated BR) was a left-wing terrorist
organization, based in Italy, responsible for numerous violent incidents, including assassinations, kidnapping and
robberies during the so-called "Years of Lead".

9: Indiaâ€™s Red Brigade Hits Back at Attackers of Women
Auto Suggestions are available once you type at least 3 letters. Use up arrow (for mozilla firefox browser alt+up arrow)
and down arrow (for mozilla firefox browser alt+down arrow) to review and enter to select.

Page 7

LIFE IN THE RED BRIGADE (LARGE PRINT EDITION) pdf
Leslie Charteris the Saint and the Templar treasure Learning to use your voice : recovering from the negative messages
of girlhood Theoretical and experimental study of flow-control devices for inlets of indraft wind tunnels Conclusion:
decentralization policies: questioning the Japanese model Carola Hein and Philippe Pelletier. A vamp for every taste
Nikon D80 inBrief Camera Reference Card Carnival of destruction The papacy in the 19th century An Elephant In The
Living Room Leaders Guide The displaced-persons problem The Race Against Dry Grass Naked under Capricorn.
Enemy Access Denied Edward Alsworth Ross and the sociology of progressivism. California Wildlands Fin de
Millennium with Drinking-Up Time Crossroads in psychiatry Kingdom in the sun, 1130-1194 German philosophy Century
of debt crises in Latin America A girl from Flint Austen in the world Mountains (The Living World) Special Edition Using
Macromedia Fireworks MX Living Koheiji, by Sensaburo Suzuki. Mandelas ethical legacy. The secession movement in
Virginia, 1847-1861 Carnack, The Life-Bringer Statistics in ornithology Advocating for change Inbreeding, Incest, And
The Incest Taboo THE WAY TO PASS GCSE MATHS John (Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary)
For the separation of morality and law Handbook of emotions 2nd edition The study of Hittite Russia and Europe :
reaching agreements, digging trenches Kjell Engelbrekt and Bertil Nygren The Natural world Planning for learning
Margaret Postance Approaches to therapeutic play

Page 8

