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Farson Millionaire banker John W. Famous for his immaculate white flannel suits, red cravats and ties and top
hats or straw boaters, Farson gathered around him a vast circle of friends who shared his interests in
everything up-to-date. As his passions shifted from horses to automobiles to roller skating, Farson amazed
Oak Parkers with his public-spirited nature and high energy. Born in Union City, Indiana, in , John Farson
grew up in Champaign, Illinois, where his mother moved shortly after the death of his father. In , he was taken
into partnership by S. Kean but four years later formed his own firm, Farson, Leach and Co. John Farson
actively promoted motoring at the turn of the century. John Farson purchased the lot at the corner of Pleasant
St. For a number of years, Farson hosted band concerts open to all Oak Parkers on his unimproved property.
John Farson and his wife Mamie selected George Maher to design their house and fashion the interiors in the
most up-to-date manner. To John Farson, Pleasant Home embodied the ideal of a home, a concept that is easy
to understand when visiting the house today. As Pleasant Home was being completed in , Farson began to
acquire adjacent property with the idea of creating a garden to the south and west. By late , an Italian garden
was arranged to the south of the house, and the fence was fabricated. Farson purchased and razed as many as
10 houses to extend the grounds. It took until for Farson to assemble the entire estate. Sketches of the new
house and barn for the site appeared in architecture publications in November The sound of the chimes from a
clock tower on the stable was notorious. Oak Park residents and school children later marked time by its
chimes. Grand Entertaining at Pleasant Home John Farson delighted in entertaining and was known for
throwing open his house and gardens for large gatherings. Guests arrived by carriage, alighting under the
porte-cochere on Pleasant Street and entering the hall near the fireplace. Once inside, the fire blazing in the
hearth warmed the company. It caught the new electric light provided by incandescent bulbs that studded the
oak ceiling beams and carved decoration. John Farson passed away suddenly in Stories of the large and
elaborate gatherings that took place over the years on the grounds of Pleasant Home and in the house itself,
continue to fascinate visitors, who can almost hear the music wafting down the stairs and intermingling with
the excited chatter of the party guest.
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It is true that the Romans since Julius Caesar had used a solar calendar with the year beginning January 1, yet
they had no single system of regularly-numbered years. Often this did not correspond with the regular calendar
year. To add to the complication, the Jews followed a lunar calendar. The ecclesiastical or sacred year began
on the first day of Abib or Adar, later Nisan , which was the month when Israel was delivered from Egypt
Exod Since the beginning of the month was determined by the phases of the moon, the first day might fall by
our calendar from early in March to early in April. The civil year began on the first day of the seventh month
Tishri. The festivals and the reigns of Jewish kings were calculated from the beginning of the sacred year,
while other matters, including the reigns of foreign kings, were reckoned by the civil year. Moreover, a lunar
year of twelve months fell short of the solar year by ten or eleven days. The Jews met this difficulty by adding
a thirteenth month at the time of the vernal equinox once in about three years seven times in nineteen years.
While Biblical writers frequently made statements from which chronological inferences may be drawn, their
data cannot be interpreted accurately. It is evident, then, that many of the events of the NT must be dated
approximately rather than precisely. Chronology of the life of Jesus A. David organized the priests into
twenty-four divisions or courses, sixteen of which were composed of descendants of Eleazar, and eight of
descendants of Ithamar 1 Chron These courses were to function according to a fixed chronological order.
Luke implies that John the Baptist, who was six months older than Jesus cf. So far there seems to be no
historical evidence for the date when the division of Abijah served. Luke states that Jesus was born while
Joseph and Mary were at Bethlehem in compliance with the demand that every man be registered in his native
city. Some scholars object that no extra-Biblical evidence exists for a census by Quirinius P. Sulpicius
Quirinius , governor of Syria. Sentius Saturninus b. Quintilus Varus b. Events of the reign of Augustus were,
in general, poorly documented. He should also have known when an event so soul-shaking to the Jews as a
Rom. It is conceivable, in view of the poorly documented reign of Augustus, that Quirinius may have been
governor in Syria for only a few months, with the census falling at that time. That would not have disrupted
the dating for the governorships of Saturninus and Varus. Fortunately, a much better solution to the problem
has been found. Mommsen held that this prob. Reacting strongly against the theory that Luke must be
assumed to have been in error unless his statements can be substantiated, Sir William Ramsay has pointed out,
with respect to Quirinius, that there were various periods when two men with the rank of legatus Caesaris were
appointed over the same Rom. One of them apparently took care of political matters while the other
commanded the army cf. Knowledge of how such censuses were executed is fragmentary. Census papers
discovered in Egypt indicate that a census was taken there every fourteenth year from a. One was taken also in
a. If these censuses were taken uniformly throughout the empire, earlier censuses must have fallen in 8 b.
Some evidence has been found for a census in a. That would seem to place the birth of Jesus in 8 b. In fact,
Mommsen declares that Augustus conducted censuses in Italy in 28 b. It should be noted, too, that the
complicated task of organizing every village for its first enrollment may have delayed the process beyond the
announced date by several months. Star of the magi. Some have sought to explain the star of the magi Matt 2:
Luke clearly speaks of a star which, at least on the last lap of their journey, guided the magi with such
accuracy that they could tell the very house where Jesus was living 2: Herod, whose death occurred in 4 b.
Josephus states that Herod was appointed king of Judea by decree of the Rom. He actually ruled in Jerusalem
thirty-seven years after he had captured the city ibid. Astronomical calculations show that eclipses of the moon
were visible in Pal. But Josephus says that Archelaus, who succeeded Herod Matt 2: This points to 4 b. That
year the Passover fell on April The infant Jesus seems to have lived in Pal. There was much opposition in the
Early Church to the pagan custom of celebrating birthdays. December 25 began to be observed in the Western
Church after the accession of Constantine. Hippolytus says the custom began in the 2nd cent. January 6 was
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the date chosen by the E. December 25 was selected prob. The winter solstice also was observed about that
time. By choosing that day, the Church grasped the opportunity to convert purely pagan observances into a
day of adoration of the Lord Jesus. Cyprian and Chrysostom both express this thought. The fact that shepherds
were watching their flocks on the hills of Judea, however Luke 2: Although the data are too indefinite to
warrant the establishment of a fixed date for the birth of Jesus, the year 6 b. A serious question with respect to
which system of dating Luke was using makes it impossible for the modern chronologist to know for certain
what year was meant. Josephus states that Tiberius succeeded to the throne upon the demise of Augustus
Antiq. According to the usual Rom. Upon what Eusebius based the statement is not clear. It is improbable that
Pilate began to rule before a. Recent writers place the event from a. The age of Jesus. It is not known whether
he meant to state the exact age of Jesus or His approximate age. If the latter, then Jesus could have been
perhaps twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one, or thirty-two when He began His ministry. Since Jewish
men assumed places of leadership after they were thirty years of age it would appear that Jesus was no
younger than thirty. Neither do the facts connected with His ministry and death allow the supposition that He
was much past that age. Nor is it likely that Jesus, who always was quick to fulfill every detail of His mission
cf. During the first Passover which Jesus attended after beginning His ministry, the Jews stated that the
Temple had been in the process of construction for forty-six years John 2: That makes the Passover of which
John wrote fall either in the year a. It is probable that Herod did not begin the project at exactly the time which
he had announced. Since Augustus made a visit to Syria in the earlier part of that year, Herod must have been
fully occupied for several months entertaining Caesar and his retinue cf. Duration of the ministry. Eusebius
thought so Euseb. Ramsay supported the same view Was Christ Born at Bethlehem? A ministry of ten years
was posited by Irenaeus on the basis of John 8: Jesus must have ministered until He was fortyâ€”on the
threshold of old age. Certain of the 2nd and 3rd cent. Fathers held this view, among them Clement of
Alexandria Stromata I. Among more recent scholars who take this view are Von Soden and Hort loc. While
John frequently refers to events which indicate the passage of time, the synoptists give little attention to the
matter. In John, mention is made of the Passover 2: He also speaks of the harvest 4: Three distinct Passovers
are included here, requiring a period of something more than two full years. His reference to the harvest in 2:
But no MS or VS gives him a basis for this claim. An argument from silence is at best weak. From the
foregoing considerations it is evident that the ministry of Jesus lasted from two to three and one-half years,
with two and one-half years being most probable. Most of their comments appear to have been influenced by
the Biblical data. Clement of Alexandria dates it in the sixteenth year of Tiberius, forty-two and a half years
before the destruction of Jerusalem, i. Eusebius put the crucifixion as late as a. Before the date can be settled
with a reasonable degree of certainty, it is advisable to consider the day of the week and the day of the month
on which Christ died. The following day was the sabbath and the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
hence the haste with which the burial of Jesus was consummated. The synoptists, however, assign the
crucifixion to the fifteenth of Nisan with the sabbath falling on the sixteenth. The determination of the year
could be accomplished by ascertaining the exact day of the month if it could be shown that in a given year of
that period only the fourteenth or the fifteenth could have fallen on a Friday. But the Jewish manner of
determining the beginning of Nisan was not accurate. The beginning of each month was reckoned from the
time of the new moon and was celebrated with a feast Num
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The Duchess of Edinburgh with her children. From left to right: Within her family, she was always known as
"Ducky". At the time of her birth, she was 10th in the line of succession to the British throne. Her godparents
included her paternal grandmother Queen Victoria , who was represented by a proxy. The Duke was taciturn,
unfaithful, prone to drinking and emotionally detached from his family. She was shy, serious and sensitive. In
the judgment of her sister Marie: The two sisters would remain very close throughout their lives. Victoria was
dark and moody while Marie was blond and easy-going. Prince Alfred became heir presumptive to the duchy
when his older brother, the Prince of Wales later Edward VII , deferred his Saxon succession rights in favour
of his younger brothers. Alfred and his family therefore moved to Coburg in Their mother immediately began
attempting to "Germanise" her daughters by installing a new governess, buying them plain clothing, and
having them confirmed in the German Lutheran church, even though they had previously been raised as
Anglicans. She was also suspicious of the morality of the Romanov men. When her teenage daughters were
impressed by their handsome cousins, their mother warned them that the Russian grand dukes did not make
good husbands. Her visit to her grandmother Queen Victoria at Balmoral Castle in the autumn of coincided
with a visit by her cousin Prince Ernest Louis of Hesse , heir apparent to the grand ducal throne of Hesse. Both
were artistic and fun loving, got along well and even shared a birthday. The Queen, observing this, was very
keen for her two grandchildren to marry. Together Victoria and Ernst had two children, a daughter, Princess
Elisabeth of Hesse and by Rhine , whom they nicknamed Ella, born on 11 March , and a stillborn son, born on
25 May Victoria and Ernst proved incompatible. Elisabeth, who physically resembled her mother, preferred
the company of her father to Victoria. Their unwritten rule was that anyone over thirty "was old and out.
Victoria and Ernst cultivated friends who were progressive artists and intellectuals as well as those who
enjoyed fun and frolic. She avoided answering letters, put off visits to elderly relations whose company she
did not enjoy, and talked to people who amused her at official functions while ignoring people of higher
standing whom she found boring. The young couple had loud, physical fights. The volatile Victoria shouted,
threw tea trays, smashed china against the wall, and tossed anything that was handy at Ernst during their
arguments. She enjoyed flirting with him at the balls and celebrations that marked the coronation. Her
marriage to Ernst suffered a further blow in , when Victoria returned home from a visit to her sister Queen
Marie of Romania and reportedly caught Ernst in bed with a male servant. She did not make her accusation
public, but told a niece that "no boy was safe, from the stable hands to the kitchen help. He slept quite openly
with them all. Ernst, who had at first resisted the divorce, came to believe it was the only possible step. I only
tried for her sake. If I had not loved her so, I would have given it up long ago. Tsar Nicholas wrote to his
mother that even death would have been better than "the general disgrace of a divorce. Elisabeth blamed
Victoria for the divorce and Victoria had a difficult time reconnecting with her daughter. Ernst wrote in his
memoirs that Elisabeth hid under a sofa, crying, before one visit to her mother. Ernst assured the child that her
mother loved her too. Elisabeth responded, "Mama says she loves me, but you do love me. As a senior
member of the navy, Kirill was sent on active service to the front in the Russo-Japanese War. His ship was
blown up by a Japanese mine while entering Port Arthur and he was one of the few survivors. Sent home to
recover, the Tsar finally allowed him permission to leave Russia and he left for Coburg to be with Victoria.
And I was now within visible reach of fulfillment of the dream of my life. Nothing would cheat me of it now. I
had gone through much. Now, at last, the future lay radiant before me. She was named after both her
grandmothers and nicknamed "Masha. Victoria and Kirill, who had hoped for a son, were disappointed to have
a girl, but named their daughter after her father. Nicholas II reinstated Kirill after deaths in the Russian
imperial family promoted Kirill to third in the line of succession to the Russian throne. She decorated,
gardened, and rode and also enjoyed painting, particularly watercolors. As Kirill became a keen auto racer, the
couple often took trips by car: Victoria dreaded the long Russian winter with its short days, and she traveled
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abroad frequently visiting her sister Marie in Romania and her mother in the south of France or in Coburg.
Victoria and her husband had a close relationship with their daughters, Maria and Kira. The family was
spending the summer of on their yacht in the Gulf of Finland and were in Riga when the war broke out. Kirill,
for his part, was also in Poland, assigned to the naval department of Admiral Russin, member of the staff of
Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich, commander in chief of the Russian army. The Tsar denied their request.
Twice during the war Victoria visited Romania, where her sister Marie was now queen, volunteering aid for
war victims. Victoria returned to Saint Petersburg in February Kirill had been appointed commander of the
Naval Guards, quartered in Saint Petersburg, so he could be with his family for some time. Although publicly
loyal to the Tsar, Victoria and Kirill began to meet in private with other relatives to discuss the best way to
save the monarchy. Revolution[ edit ] At the end of the "February Revolution" of , Tsar Nicholas II was forced
to abdicate and political turmoil followed. We personally are losing all, our lives changed at one blow and yet
we are almost leading the movement. During this period Victoria, almost 41 years old, discovered she was
again pregnant, which worried her because of her previous miscarriages and difficult pregnancies. Kirill led
his naval unit to the Provisional Government on 14 March , which was obliged to share headquarters with the
new Petrograd Soviet , and swore loyalty to its leadership, hoping to restore order and preserve the monarchy.
It was an action which later provoked criticism from some members of the family, who viewed it as treason.
Close to despair Victoria wrote to her sister Marie of Romania that they had "neither pride nor hope, nor
money, nor future, and the dear past blotted out by the frightful present; nothing is left, nothing. They chose
Finland as the best possible place to go. Although a territory of the Russian Empire, Finland possessed its own
government and constitution, so in a way it would be like being in Russia and not being at the same time. The
Provisional Government permitted them to leave, though they were not allowed to take anything of value with
them. Exile[ edit ] Grand Duchess Victoria Feodorovna with her husband and their three children. After two
weeks in Haiko, the family moved to a rented house in Porvoo where, in August , Victoria gave birth to Grand
Duke Vladimir Kirillovich of Russia , her only son and the heir to the dynasty. They hoped that the White
Russians would prevail. They gradually ran out of supplies and had to beg for help from family. In July ,
Victoria wrote to her first cousin, Crown Princess Margaret of Sweden , begging her to send baby food so she
could feed Vladimir. She "looked aged and battered and has lost much of her beauty, which is not astonishing
considering all that she has gone through. In the following years the exiled family divided their time between
these two places. She was likely unaware of the most sinister aspects of the Nazi Party. She encouraged his
dreams of restoring the monarchy in Russia and becoming Tsar. In the mids the German government
established relations with Moscow and the presence of Kirill and his wife, pretenders to the Russian throne,
became an embarrassment. They bought a large house on the outskirts of the town and gave it a Breton name,
Ker Argonid, Villa Victoria. The resort town of Saint-Briac was a favorite spot for retired British citizens who
wanted to live well on a limited income. Victoria made friends among the Britons as well as the French and
other foreign residents of the town. Though at first her manner could seem haughty, residents soon discovered
that Victoria was more approachable than her husband. Their friends treated them with deference, curtsying or
calling them by their imperial titles. She would not let him attend school because she was worried about his
safety, and because she wanted him to be brought up as Romanov grand dukes were prior to the revolution.
Instead, she hired a tutor for him. She also refused to let him be educated for a future career. We were proud of
them. Family and friends arrived, but nothing could be done. When her closest sister reached her bedside
Victoria was asked if she was glad Marie had come, to which Victoria haltingly replied, "It makes all the
difference. Queen Marie eulogized her sister in a letter after her death: She carried tragedy within her â€” she
had tragic eyes â€” always â€” even as a little girl â€” but we loved her enormously, there was something
mighty about her â€” she was our Conscience. Her husband was intensely lonely after her death. The marriage
of their daughter, Kira, to Louis Ferdinand, Prince of Prussia , in was a bright spot for Kirill, who saw it as the
joining of two dynasties. However, Kirill died just two years after his wife. Few there are who are fortunate in
having such a woman as the partner of their lives -- I was one of those privileged.
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Topsy the elephant 4 January Topsy was executed by poisoning, electrocution, and strangulation. A second
film of the electrocution was recorded and preserved. It may have been the first time death was ever captured
in a motion picture film. This event was later dubbed the Great Molasses Flood. Some attributed his death to
the so-called curse of the pharaohs. Mary Hardy Reeser , 67, was found "virtually cremated " in her otherwise
relatively unharmed apartment in St. Petersburg , Florida, leaving a left foot in an undamaged black satin
slipper, a shrunken portion of her skull and part of her spine. The FBI report at the time stated that she had
apparently fallen asleep while smoking, setting fire to her acetate nightgown, housecoat, and chair. Gareth
Jones , an actor, died of a heart attack between scenes of a live television play, Underground. Army specialists
John A. Legg were killed by a water hammer explosion during maintenance on the SL-1 nuclear reactor in
Idaho. Nick Piantanida , a skydiver, died four months after an attempt to break the record for the highest
parachute jump; his suit had depressurized causing brain damage. Georgy Dobrovolsky , Vladislav Volkov
and Viktor Patsayev , Soviet cosmonauts, died when their Soyuz spacecraft depressurized during preparations
for re-entry. Basil Brown, a year-old health food advocate from Croydon , England, died from liver damage
after he consumed 70 million units of Vitamin A and around 10 gallons 38 litres of carrot juice over ten days,
turning his skin bright yellow. After watching the " Kung Fu Kapers " episode of The Goodies , a man named
Alex Mitchell laughed continuously for 25 minutes and then fell dead on his sofa from heart failure. Tina
Christopherson died when she fanatically drank 4 gallons 15 litres of water a day to combat stomach cancer.
Robert Williams , a worker at a Ford Motor Co. David Grundman, shooting at cacti with his shotgun near
Lake Pleasant , Arizona, was crushed when a 4 feet 1. Tennessee Williams , an American playwright, died
after accidentally choking on a plastic bottle cap which he was using to ingest barbiturates. Dick Wertheim , a
tennis linesman, died after a ball struck him in the groin and he fell out of his chair. Jimmy Ferrozzo, a
bouncer, died in Condor Club , San Francisco while engaging in sexual intercourse with his girlfriend Theresa
Hill on a grand piano that was lowered from the ceiling by a hydraulic motor. Ferrozzo accidentally activated
the lifting mechanism which pinned him against the ceiling leading to his suffocation. Thomas, owner of a
wool mill in Thompson, Connecticut , died of suffocation after falling into a machine in the wool mill and
becoming wrapped in yards meters of wool. A male flight instructor and a female student, Carl Beauford Terry
and Linda Varnar Keath, [] were killed when the Piper PA Seneca airplane they were flying crashed, believed
to have been caused by the two people having sex in the cockpit of the plane. Brandon Lee , year-old film
actor, martial artist, and son of Bruce Lee , was accidentally shot to death by co-star Michael Massee while
filming a scene for The Crow , as the result of an improperly-loaded prop gun. Hoy threw himself against the
window, which indeed did not breakâ€”but it popped out of its frame. Gloria Ramirez , 31, died from kidney
failure related to her cervical cancer. While treating her, several of the hospital staff became ill, suffering from
loss of consciousness, shortness of breath and muscle spasms. Shortly before dying, Ramirez was allegedly
covered with an oily sheen, which smelled of fruit and garlic. When drawing her blood with a syringe, nurses
noticed it had a smell similar to ammonia and there were unusual particles floating in it. Jeremy Brenno, 16,
was killed on a golf course when, frustrated, he struck a bench with a 3-wood golf club. The shaft broke,
bounced back at him, and pierced his heart. Karen Wetterhahn , a professor of chemistry at Dartmouth College
, died ten months after a few drops of dimethylmercury landed on her protective gloves. Although Wetterhahn
had been following the required procedures, the material permeated the gloves and her skin within seconds.
Jonathan Capewell, 16, died from a heart attack brought on by the buildup of butane and propane in the blood
after excessive use of deodorant sprays. Betty Stobbs, 67, died after delivering a bale of hay to her sheep. The
starving sheep rushed Stobbs, who was on her motorcycle. In the ensuing scuffle, Stobbs was knocked down
into a deep ravine near Durham, England. While she survived the fall, her motorcycle landed on her, killing
her instantly. Bernd Brandes , a German engineer from Berlin, was willingly slaughtered so that he could be
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butchered and eaten by aspiring cannibal Armin Meiwes. Brandes had responded to an internet advertisement
which Meiwes had placed for this purpose. In prison, Meiwes became a vegetarian. Brian Douglas Wells , a
pizza delivery man from Erie, Pennsylvania , was killed by an explosive collar around his neck, as part of a
bank-robbery scheme. Phillip Quinn, 24, from Kent , Washington, was killed when a lava lamp he was heating
on a stove exploded, with a shard piercing his heart. Kenneth Pinyan died from injuries caused by anal sex
with a stallion.
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From Elvis and a hound dog wearing matching tuxedos and the comic adventures of artificially produced bands to
elaborate music videos and contrived reality-show contests, television--as this critical look brilliantly shows--has done a
superb job of presenting the energy of rock in a fabulously entertaining but patently "fake" manner.
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The dinner is a prefix but you can call in advance to determine what two entrees are being served. Prior to dinner, during
cocktails in the sitting room the chef owner addresses the diners with an entertaining explanation of the dinner
preparation and the reasons why certain herbs, spices and ingredients are www.enganchecubano.com dinner itself was
very good.
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The Georgetown is a single-family home featuring an open kitchen overlooking the large great room. The spacious
master bedroom is privately located off of the great room with a spa-inspired master bath, and large walk-in closet.
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