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The inclusion of so many diverse literature works is completely useful for a historical American Literature class. Most
importantly, it doesn't provide you with every detail of the work or author, but does provide you with nouns and verbs to
know what to search and weed out some of the less useful searches.

See Article History African literature, the body of traditional oral and written literatures in Afro-Asiatic and
African languages together with works written by Africans in European languages. Traditional written
literature, which is limited to a smaller geographic area than is oral literature , is most characteristic of those
sub-Saharan cultures that have participated in the cultures of the Mediterranean. In particular, there are written
literatures in both Hausa and Arabic, created by the scholars of what is now northern Nigeria , and the Somali
people have produced a traditional written literature. Works written in European languages date primarily
from the 20th century onward. The literature of South Africa in English and Afrikaans is also covered in a
separate article, South African literature. See also African theatre. The relationship between oral and written
traditions and in particular between oral and modern written literatures is one of great complexity and not a
matter of simple evolution. Modern African literatures were born in the educational systems imposed by
colonialism, with models drawn from Europe rather than existing African traditions. But the African oral
traditions exerted their own influence on these literatures. Oral traditions The nature of storytelling The
storyteller speaks, time collapses, and the members of the audience are in the presence of history. It is a time
of masks. Reality, the present, is here, but with explosive emotional images giving it a context. And history,
always more than an academic subject, becomes for the audience a collapsing of time. During a performance,
these envelop contemporary imagesâ€”the most unstable parts of the oral tradition , because they are by their
nature always in a state of fluxâ€”and thereby visit the past on the present. It is the task of the storyteller to
forge the fantasy images of the past into masks of the realistic images of the present, enabling the performer to
pitch the present to the past, to visualize the present within a context ofâ€”and therefore in terms ofâ€”the
past. Flowing through this potent emotional grid is a variety of ideas that have the look of antiquity and
ancestral sanction. Story occurs under the mesmerizing influence of performanceâ€”the body of the performer,
the music of her voice, the complex relationship between her and her audience. It is a world unto itself, whole,
with its own set of laws. Images that are unlike are juxtaposed , and then the storyteller revealsâ€”to the
delight and instruction of the members of the audienceâ€”the linkages between them that render them
homologous. In this way the past and the present are blended; ideas are thereby generated, forming a
conception of the present. Performance gives the images their context and ensures the audience a ritual
experience that bridges past and present and shapes contemporary life. Storytelling is alive, ever in transition,
never hardened in time. Stories are not meant to be temporally frozen; they are always responding to
contemporary realities, but in a timeless fashion. Storytelling is therefore not a memorized art. The necessity
for this continual transformation of the story has to do with the regular fusing of fantasy and images of the
real, contemporary world. The artist makes the linkages, the storyteller forges the bonds, tying past and
present, joining humans to their gods, to their leaders, to their families, to those they love, to their deepest
fears and hopes, and to the essential core of their societies and beliefs. The language of storytelling includes,
on the one hand, image, the patterning of image, and the manipulation of the body and voice of the storyteller
and, on the other, the memory and present state of the audience. A storytelling performance involves memory:
It is the rhythm of storytelling that welds these disparate experiences, yearnings, and thoughts into the images
of the story. And the images are known, familiar to the audience. That familiarity is a crucial part of
storytelling. The storyteller does not craft a story out of whole cloth: It is the metaphorical relationship
between these memories of the past and the known images of the world of the present that constitutes the
essence of storytelling. The story is never history; it is built of the shards of history. Images are removed from
historical contexts , then reconstituted within the demanding and authoritative frame of the story. And it is
always a sensory experience, an experience of the emotions. Storytellers know that the way to the mind is by
way of the heart. The interpretative effects of the storytelling experience give the members of the audience a

Page 1

LITERATURE AND THE AMERICAN TRADITION. pdf
refreshed sense of reality, a context for their experiences that has no existence in reality. It is only when
images of contemporary life are woven into the ancient familiar images that metaphor is born and experience
becomes meaningful. Stories deal with change: The storytelling experience is always ritual, always a rite of
passage; one relives the past and, by so doing, comes to insight about present life. Myth is both a story and a
fundamental structural device used by storytellers. As a story, it reveals change at the beginning of time, with
gods as the central characters. As a storytelling tool for the creation of metaphor, it is both material and
method. The heroic epic unfolds within the context of myth , as does the tale. At the heart of each of these
genres is metaphor, and at the core of metaphor is riddle with its associate, proverb. Each of these oral forms is
characterized by a metaphorical process, the result of patterned imagery. These universal art forms are rooted
in the specificities of the African experience. Page 1 of 5.
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A short history of American Literature from the beginnings in to current times, as it was strongly influenced by European
writers but emerged with an independent existence of its own, reflecting American qualities and national characteristics.

It has been created within the larger realm of post-colonial literature , although scholars distinguish between
the two, saying that "African American literature differs from most post-colonial literature in that it is written
by members of a minority community who reside within a nation of vast wealth and economic power. This
oral poetry also appears in the African-American tradition of Christian sermons , which make use of deliberate
repetition, cadence, and alliteration. African-American literatureâ€”especially written poetry, but also
proseâ€”has a strong tradition of incorporating all of these forms of oral poetry. Some scholars resist using
Western literary theory to analyze African-American literature. Terry wrote the ballad in after an Indian attack
on Deerfield, Massachusetts. She was enslaved in Deerfield at the time of the attack, when many residents
were killed and more than , mostly women and children, were taken on a forced march overland to Montreal.
Some were later ransomed and redeemed by their families or community; others were adopted by Mohawk
families, and some girls joined a French religious order. Wheatley was not only the first African American to
publish a book, but the first to achieve an international reputation as a writer. Born in Senegal , Wheatley was
captured and sold into slavery at the age of seven. Brought to Massachusetts, she was owned by a Boston
merchant. By the time she was 16, she had mastered her new language of English. Her poetry was praised by
many of the leading figures of the American Revolution , including George Washington , who thanked her for
a poem written in his honor. Some whites found it hard to believe that a Black woman could write such
refined poetry. Wheatley had to defend herself in court to prove that she had written her own work. Hammon,
considered the first published Black writer in America, published his poem "An Evening Thought: Salvation
by Christ with Penitential Cries" as a broadside in early In he wrote an ode to Phillis Wheatley, in which he
discussed their shared humanity and common bonds. Writing at the age of 76 after a lifetime of slavery,
Hammon said: In the 19th century, his speech was later reprinted by several abolitionist groups. It is the first
known fiction by an African American, but as it was written in French and published in a French journal, it
had apparently no influence on later American literature. Born into slavery in Kentucky, Brown was working
on riverboats based in St. Louis, Missouri , when he escaped to Ohio. He began to work for abolitionist
causes, making his way to Buffalo, New York and later Boston, Massachusetts. He was a prolific writer,
beginning with an account of his escape to freedom and experience under slavery. It was based on the
persistent rumor that president Thomas Jefferson had fathered a mixed-race daughter with his slave Sally
Hemings. In the late 20th century, DNA testing affirmed for most historians that Jefferson was the father of
six children with Hemings; four survived to adulthood and he gave all their freedom. The novel was first
published in England, where Brown was living for several years. It was the first African-American fiction to
portray passing , that is, a mixed-race person deciding to identify as white rather than black. It also explored
northern racism, in the context of a brutally realistic race riot closely resembling the Philadelphia race riots of
and It expressed the difficulties of lives of northern free Blacks. He labeled the work fiction and argued that it
may be the first novel published by an African American. Our Nig is a counter-narrative to the forms of the
sentimental novel and mother-centered novel of the 19th century. Crafts was a fugitive slave from
Murfreesboro, North Carolina. If her work was written in , it would be the first African-American novel
written in the United States. The novel was published in with an introduction by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Some
suggest that she did not have entry into the publishing world. There is some evidence that she read in the
library of her master and was influenced by those works: They wanted to describe the cruelties of life under
slavery, as well as the persistent humanity of the slaves as persons. Southern white writers produced the "
Anti-Tom " novels in response, purporting to truly describe life under slavery, as well as the more severe
cruelties suffered by free labor in the North. The slave narratives were integral to African-American literature.
Some 6, former slaves from North America and the Caribbean wrote accounts of their lives, with about of
these published as separate books or pamphlets. Jacobs â€” was born a slave in Edenton, North Carolina and
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was the first woman to author a slave narrative in the United States. Although her narrative Incidents in the
Life of a Slave Girl was written under the pseudonym "Linda Brent", the autobiography can be traced through
a series of letters from Jacobs to various friends and advisors, most importantly to Lydia Maria Child , the
eventual editor of incidents. He eventually became the most prominent African American of his time and one
of the most influential lecturers and authors in American history. He also edited a number of newspapers. At
the time some critics attacked the book, not believing that a black man could have written such an eloquent
work. Despite this, the book was an immediate bestseller. In addition to serving in a number of political posts
during his life, he also wrote numerous influential articles and essays. Spiritual narratives[ edit ] Early
African-American spiritual autobiographies were published in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. These
spiritual narratives have often been left out of the study of African-American literature because some scholars
have deemed them historical or sociological documents, despite their importance to understanding
African-American literature as a whole. Women claimed their authority to preach and write spiritual narratives
by citing the Epistle of James , often calling themselves "doers of the word". Women who wrote these
narratives had a clear knowledge of literary genres and biblical narratives. Zilpha Elaw was born in in
America to free parents. She was a preacher for five years in England without the support of a denomination.
Her narrative was meant to be an account of her spiritual experience. Yet some critics argue that her work was
also meant to be a literary contribution. Stewart published a collection of her religious writings with an
autobiographical experience attached in The publication was called Meditations from the Pen of Mrs. She also
had two works published in and titled Religion and the Pure Principles of Morality and Meditations. Maria
Stewart was known for her public speeches in which she talked about the role of black women and race
relations. These two narratives were published in and respectively. But her narratives were not endorsed by the
Methodists because a woman preaching was contrary to their church doctrine. She turned to religion at the age
of 16 in an attempt to find comfort from the trials of her life. She became a missionary and in she tried to raise
funds for missionary work in the West Indies, publishing a pamphlet entitled The West Indies: These
publications were both spiritual narratives and travel narratives. Sojourner Truth â€” was a leading advocate in
both the abolitionist and feminist movements in the 19th century. Born Isabella to a wealthy Dutch master in
Ulster County, New York , she adopted the name Sojourner Truth after 40 years of struggle, first to attain her
freedom and then to work on the mission she felt God intended for her. This new name was to "signify the
new person she had become in the spirit, a traveler dedicated to speaking the Truth as God revealed it". She
worked tirelessly on several civil rights fronts; she recruited black troops in Michigan, helped with relief
efforts for freedmen and women escaping from the South, led a successful effort to desegregate the streetcars
in Washington, D. Truth never learned to read or write but in , she worked with Olive Gilbert, a sympathetic
white woman, to write the Narrative of Sojourner Truth. This narrative was a contribution to both the slave
narrative and female spiritual narratives. Post-slavery era[ edit ] After the end of slavery and the American
Civil War, a number of African-American authors wrote nonfiction works about the condition of African
Americans in the United States. Many African-American women wrote about the principles of behavior of life
during the period. At the turn of the century, Du Bois published a highly influential collection of essays
entitled The Souls of Black Folk. Du Bois believed that African Americans should, because of their common
interests, work together to battle prejudice and inequity. He was a professor at Atlanta University and later at
Howard University. Another prominent author of this period is Booker T. Washington â€” , who in many
ways represented opposite views from Du Bois. Washington was an educator and the founder of the Tuskegee
Institute , a historically black college in Alabama. In contrast to Du Bois, who adopted a more confrontational
attitude toward ending racial strife in America, Washington believed that Blacks should first lift themselves up
and prove themselves the equal of whites before asking for an end to racism. However, soon after publishing
Behind the Scenes; or, Thirty Years as a Slave and Four Years in the White House, she lost her job and found
herself reduced to doing odd jobs. Although she acknowledged the cruelties of her enslavement and her
resentment towards it, Keckley chose to focus her narrative on the incidents that "moulded her character", and
on how she proved herself "worth her salt". Keckley was also deeply committed to programs of racial
improvement and protection and helped found the Home for Destitute Women and Children in Washington,
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D. In addition to this, Keckley taught at Wilberforce University in Ohio. Brown was a qualified teacher but
she was also extremely active as an advocate against slavery. Although not a US citizen, the Jamaican Marcus
Garvey â€” , was a newspaper publisher, journalist, and activist for Pan Africanism who became well known
in the United States. He encouraged black nationalism and for people of African ancestry to look favorably
upon their ancestral homeland. Some of his lecture material and other writings were compiled and published
as nonfiction books by his second wife Amy Jacques Garvey as the Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus
Garvey Or, Africa for the Africans and More Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey Paul Laurence
Dunbar , who often wrote in the rural, black dialect of the day, was the first African-American poet to gain
national prominence. Though Dunbar died young, he was a prolific poet, essayist, novelist among them The
Uncalled, and The Fanatics, and short story writer. Other African-American writers also rose to prominence in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Among these is Charles W. Chesnutt , a well-known short story writer
and essayist. Mary Weston Fordham published Magnolia Leaves in , a book of poetry on religious, spiritual,
and occasionally feminist themes with an introduction by Booker T. Harper â€” wrote four novels, several
volumes of poetry, and numerous stories, poems, essays and letters. Harper was hired by the Maine
Anti-Slavery Society and in the first six weeks, she managed to travel to twenty cities, giving at least
thirty-one lectures. Harper was often characterized as "a noble Christian woman" and "one of the most
scholarly and well-read women of her day", but she was also known as a strong advocate against slavery and
the post-Civil War repressive measures against blacks. Based in the African-American community of Harlem
in New York City , it was part of a larger flowering of social thought and culture. Numerous Black artists,
musicians and others produced classic works in fields from jazz to theater; the renaissance is perhaps best
known for the literature that came out of it.
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The American Tradition in Literature edited by George Perkins and Barbara Perkins Customize your American Literature
Anthology today. With more than selections available, McGraw-Hill Create gives you the choice and flexibility to create
your perfect text.

Colonial literature[ edit ] Because of the large immigration to Boston in the s, the articulation of Puritan ideals,
and the early establishment of a college and a printing press in Cambridge , the New England colonies have
often been regarded as the center of early American literature. However, the first European settlements in
North America had been founded elsewhere many years earlier. During the colonial period, the printing press
was active in many areas, from Cambridge and Boston to New York , Philadelphia , and Annapolis. The
dominance of the English language was not inevitable. Moreover, we are now aware of the wealth of oral
literary traditions already existing on the continent among the numerous different Native American groups.
Political events, however, would eventually make English the lingua franca for the colonies at large as well as
the literary language of choice. For instance, when the English conquered New Amsterdam in , they renamed
it New York and changed the administrative language from Dutch to English. From to , only about separate
items were issued from the major printing presses in the American colonies. This is a small number compared
to the output of the printers in London at the time. London printers published materials written by New
England authors, so the body of American literature was larger than what was published in North America.
However, printing was established in the American colonies before it was allowed in most of England. In
England, restrictive laws had long confined printing to four locations, where the government could monitor
what was published: London, York, Oxford, and Cambridge. Because of this, the colonies ventured into the
modern world earlier than their provincial English counterparts. Captain John Smith could be considered the
first American author with his works: Topics of early writing[ edit ] The religious disputes that prompted
settlement in America were important topics of early American literature. This work outlined the ideal society
that he and the other Separatists would build in an attempt to realize a "Puritan utopia". Other religious writers
included Increase Mather and William Bradford , author of the journal published as a History of Plymouth
Plantation, â€” Others like Roger Williams and Nathaniel Ward more fiercely argued state and church
separation. Nicholas Noyes was also known for his doggerel verse. John Eliot translated the Bible into the
Algonquin language. Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield represented the Great Awakening , a religious
revival in the early 18th century that emphasized Calvinism. Less strict and serious writers included Samuel
Sewall who wrote a diary revealing the daily life of the late 17th century , [2] and Sarah Kemble Knight. New
England was not the only area in the colonies with a literature: The diary of William Byrd and The History of
the Dividing Line described the expedition to survey the swamp between Virginia and North Carolina but also
comments on the differences between American Indians and the white settlers in the area. At this time
American Indian literature also began to flourish. Two key figures were Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine.
Major satirists included John Trumbull and Francis Hopkinson. Philip Morin Freneau also wrote poems about
the War. During the 18th century, writing shifted from the Puritanism of Winthrop and Bradford to
Enlightenment ideas of reason. The belief that human and natural occurrences were messages from God no
longer fit with the new human-centered world. Many intellectuals believed that the human mind could
comprehend the universe through the laws of physics as described by Isaac Newton. One of these was Cotton
Mather. The enormous scientific, economic, social, and philosophical, changes of the 18th century, called the
Enlightenment , impacted the authority of clergyman and scripture, making way for democratic principles. The
increase in population helped account for the greater diversity of opinion in religious and political life as seen
in the literature of this time. In , the population of the colonies numbered approximately , Thirty years later it
was more than , By , it reached 1,, Even earlier than Franklin was Cadwallader Colden - , whose book The
History of the Five Indian Nations, published in was one of the first texts critical of the treatment of the
Iroquois in upstate New York by the English. Colden also wrote a book on botany, which attracted the
attention of Linnaeus, and he maintained a long term correspondence with Benjamin Franklin. In the post-war
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period, Thomas Jefferson established his place in American literature through his authorship of the United
States Declaration of Independence , his influence on the United States Constitution , his autobiography, his
Notes on the State of Virginia , and his many letters. The Federalist essays by Alexander Hamilton , James
Madison , and John Jay presented a significant historical discussion of American government organization and
republican values. Fisher Ames , James Otis , and Patrick Henry are also valued for their political writings and
orations. Early American literature struggled to find a unique voice in existing literary genre, and this
tendency was reflected in novels. European styles were frequently imitated, but critics usually considered the
imitations inferior. The First American Novel[ edit ] In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, the first
American novels were published. These fictions were too lengthy to be printed as manuscript or public
reading. Publishers took a chance on these works in hopes they would become steady sellers and need to be
reprinted. This scheme was ultimately successful because male and female literacy rates were increasing at the
time. In the next decade important women writers also published novels. Susanna Rowson is best known for
her novel, Charlotte: A Tale of Truth, published in London in Charlotte Temple is a seduction tale, written in
the third person, which warns against listening to the voice of love and counsels resistance. She also wrote
nine novels, six theatrical works, two collections of poetry, six textbooks, and countless songs. Although
Rowson was extremely popular in her time and is often acknowledged in accounts of the development of the
early American novel, Charlotte Temple is often criticized as a sentimental novel of seduction. Or, the History
of Eliza Wharton was published in and was also extremely popular. Eliza is a "coquette" who is courted by
two very different men: Unable to choose between them, she finds herself single when both men get married.
She eventually yields to the artful libertine and gives birth to an illegitimate stillborn child at an inn. These
novels are of the Sentimental genre, characterized by overindulgence in emotion, an invitation to listen to the
voice of reason against misleading passions, as well as an optimistic overemphasis on the essential goodness
of humanity. Sentimentalism is often thought to be a reaction against the Calvinistic belief in the depravity of
human nature. These novels are of the Gothic genre. The first writer to be able to support himself through the
income generated by his publications alone was Washington Irving. James Fenimore Cooper was also a
notable author best known for his novel, The Last of the Mohicans written in Unique American style[ edit ]
Edgar Allan Poe After the War of , there was an increasing desire to produce a uniquely American literature
and culture, and a number of literary figures emerged, among them Washington Irving , William Cullen
Bryant , and James Fenimore Cooper. Bryant wrote early romantic and nature-inspired poetry, which evolved
away from their European origins.
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